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Committee Minutes Initial Education Committee 
Date  Tuesday, September 20, 2022 
Time 1:00 pm CST 
Location Iris Room 665 Mainstream Drive Nashville, Tennessee 
Participants Members Present: Chairman David Blevins; Chris Massengale; Chris McLain; Danny Sheckles; DeVette Carter 

(Christy Hardin – proxy); Erik Jesse (Ashley Smith -proxy); Greg Johnson; Houston Austin; Jason Tunstall; Jonathan 
Wood;  Kenneth Oxford; Kurt Auckerman; John Reeves; Lisa Dixon; Mark Walker; Merry Mattix; Mike Terrill; 
Randy White (26 members; Quorum is 14) 
Central Office Staff: Brandon Ward State EMS Director; Ray Cook Assistant State EMS Director; Russell Gupton 
Members Absent: David Bryant; John Young; and Leanne Boeringer 

 
Overall Lead Topic Summary/Decisions Assignments / 

Next Steps 
Responsible 

Person 
Time Frame 

 Roll 
Call/Introduction 

Roll Call (results are listed above) a quorum 
was not deemed present. 

N/A N/A N/A 

 Minute Approval Motion by Randy White and second by Mark 
Walker to accept the June 14, 2022 minutes. 

N/A N/A N/A 

 Sub-Committee 
Reports 

Continuing Education Committee Report: 
• Jon Wood delivered  the report 
• Jason Fox has been added to the Con 

Ed Committee to represent TEMSEA 
• State website has been updated any 

suggestions for improvement need to 
go to Chip Cook for ease of 
navigation, licensure, and renewal 

• Gave a report on CE Broker usage and 
encouraged continued promotion 

• Gave an update on Mental Health  
• CH guidelines was approved by the 

EMS Board 
• Discussed Community Paramedic 

program success 
• List of upcoming educational events 

will be listed on TEMSEA website 
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and facebook page along with the 
Regional Directors Association 
webpages 

• Director Ward gave an update on the 
upcoming Board meeting 

• Director Ward reported beginning 
October 1, 2022 all reciprocity 
applications must be submitted online 

• Randy White announced the 
upcoming IC classes will be on 
November 18th at MTSU and 
December 9th at RSCC 

Clinical Issues: 
• Randy White delivered the report: 
• No Report due to not having a meeting 

EMT to Paramedic Report: 
• No action has been taken Motion by 

Mike Terrill and second by Merry 
Mattix to reform the committee and 
continue meeting. Motion passed. 
The new committee members are: 
David Blevins, Brian Tompkins, 
Houston Austin, and Kurt Auckerman 

EMS Education Evaluation: 
• Chip Cook updated the committee on 

the audit form and pass rates are 
presented to the EMS Board 

TASA/Initial Education Committee: 
• No Report  

Director’s Report: 
• Delivered by Brandon Ward 
• Eleven programs are being presented 

to the EMS Board for approval with 
three programs upgrading to AEMT. 
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This brings the total to 28 programs 
out of the 30 potential programs 

National Scope of Practice: 
• An update was provided by Greg 

Johnson 
• Motion by Randy White and second 

by Brian Tompkins that a sub-
committee of this committee be 
created to write a curriculum for the 
update to the current AEMT Scope of 
Practice. Motion passed. The sub-
committee will consist of Greg 
Johnson, Randy White, Mike Terrill, 
and Ken Oxford 

 Old Business  
• No old business 

   

 New Business • Mark Walker informed the committee 
he would be stepping down as the 
Program Administrator for Jackson 
Madison County General Hospital and 
this would be his last committee 
meeting. He recommended Aaron Carl 
as his replacement. 

• Merry Mattix discussed out of state 
programs requestion clinical space and 
prevent Tennessee students from 
having access. Motion by Greg 
Johnson and second by Randy 
White to send an official statement 
from this committee to the EMS 
Board stating opposition to allowing 
educational institutuons outside of the 
State of Tennessee to attend clinical 
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and field internship access where 
applicable (friendly amended by 
Merry Mattix and second Houston 
Austin). Motion passed. 

• Gret Johnson discussed CE Broker 
offered a Tennessee State Approved 
Refresher for license renewal that was 
100% online when the rules state only 
50% of CEH can be obtained online. 
Director Ward informed the 
committee it did not meet state 
approval. 

• Greg Johnson stated NREMT will be 
sunsetting the psychomotor exam for 
the advanced level for AEMT and 
Paramedic as a part of their ALS 
redesign. Director Ward announced 
the NREMT has pushed the date back 
to 2024 and he anticipates it would be 
pushed back again, However, the State 
of Tennessee is prepared to continue 
testing using the same procedure and 
using the NREMT material. 

• The Region 2 EMS Consultant will be 
Mr. Jonathan Beaty. 

 Adjournment The meeting was completed @ 2:06 pm CST 
Motion by Mark Walker and second by 
multiple people. Next meeting is December 
6, 2022. 

   

 


