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Introduction 

Tennessee offers a variety of trout fishing opportunities.  A 2012 angler survey conducted 
by the University of Tennessee reported that about 104,000 anglers fish for trout in 
Tennessee annually.  Trout anglers represented 15% of all anglers in Tennessee; this was 
an increase from 9.5% in 2010.     
 
TWRA trout hatcheries play a critical role maintaining traditional fisheries and 
expanding opportunities.  TWRA stocks trout to create fisheries in seasons or waters that 
are otherwise not used by anglers.  TWRA's winter trout program has demonstrated that 
stocking waters that are convenient to the public is a promising strategy for recruiting 
more trout anglers.     
 
Although there are numerous wild trout streams in Tennessee (unstocked waters), most 
anglers rely on stocked streams, tailwaters and lakes for their trout fishing.  Rainbow 
trout are uniquely suited for stocking because they are among a short list of species that 
can efficiently be grown to large lengths in a hatchery.   Rainbow trout are commonly 
stocked at a length of 9-12 inches which is large enough to be appreciated and likely 
harvested by the average angler.  In locations with acceptable habitat, large numbers of 
smaller trout (4-7 inch) are stocked.  These fish are expected to grow to desirable sizes 
naturally. Brown, brook and lake trout are commonly stocked at small sizes in Tennessee.   
 
This report provides an overview of the trout stocking program in Tennessee in 2015.  
The first section provides a summary of all trout production in the state.  The next section 
contains production and accomplishments at each individual hatchery involved in trout 
production in Tennessee. The last section provides stocking totals for each type of 
fishery.  All data are based on 2015 calendar year distribution records. Some stocking 
information may deviate from the calendar year, due to Winter and Delayed-Harvest 
seasons. A comprehensive coldwater production database is located at the Fisheries 
Division in Nashville. 
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2015 Trout Hatchery Summary 
 

TWRA operates four trout hatcheries: Erwin State Hatchery, Tellico Hatchery, Buffalo 
Springs Hatchery and Flintville Hatchery. Hatcheries are operated for optimized 
production to maximize quantity and minimize fish health issues.  Hatcheries produced 
approximately 275,000 pounds of trout (815,474 trout) at a cost of $1.2 million in 2015 
(Table 1).  Estimated annual production (pounds) is the total pounds stocked minus 
pounds of startup trout if applicable (Table 1).  “Startup” trout are those trout received 
from another hatchery that are grown to stock size at the receiving hatchery. Only Tellico 
and Erwin hatcheries receive startup trout.  Humboldt Hatchery, a warmwater hatchery, 
plays a minor role in annual trout production (approximately 5,000 pounds) in the Winter 
Stocking Program.  The rainbow trout are acquired from the Flintville Hatchery and held 
in ponds and in a new 100-foot, double-sided raceway at Humboldt until the appropriate 
release date.  These trout are stocked in West Tennessee ponds and small lakes.  
 
 
Table 1.  Total trout delivered (stocked into Tennessee waters and transferred to 
other hatcheries), estimates of annual production, and estimated cost for TWRA’s 
primary trout hatcheries in 2015. 
 

 
Erwin State Tellico 

Buffalo 
Springs Flintville 

Number of Trout 
Stocked or Transferred 

85,077 160,265 477,665 92,467 

Pounds of Trout 
Stocked  or Transferred  

42,420 99,519 91,269 41,873 

Number of Stocking 
Trips 

169 196 170 144 

Estimated Annual 
Production (lbs) 

29,942 50,064 86,127 41,873 

Annual Hatchery 
Budget (FY14/15) 

$238,739 $305,917* $398,938** $279,472 

Est. Cost per Pound of 
Estimated Production 
(FY14/15)*** 

$7.97 $6.11 $4.63 $6.67 

Estimated Cost per 
Pound of Trout Stocked 
(FY14/15)*** 

$5.63 $3.07 $4.37 $6.67 

* In FY 13/14, a fish food purchase of $25,000 was processed in the FY 14/15.  This action  
caused the FY 14/15 expenditures to be higher. 
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** Buffalo Spring’s budget was calculated as the total budget ($477,652) minus an estimated 
     cost for the TWRA employee who delivers Dale Hollow NFH fish ($57,714) and his hauling  
     truck ($21,000) stationed at Buffalo Springs Hatchery. 
*** Estimation of costs per pound is the actual budget expenditures which are spent on 

production and stocking.  It does not account for other activities performed by hatchery 
      staff, therefore it should be considered an overestimation. 
 
Several factors affect trout production from year to year.  Feed quality and consumption,  
water quality (temperature and oxygen levels), fish densities in raceways and predation.    
Figure 1 shows the yearly net production for a 5-year period at all the TWRA hatcheries. 
  

 
Figure 1.  Net production of trout (pounds) by TWRA hatcheries.                                                  
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
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In 2015, TWRA produced 208,784 pounds of trout for Tennessee waters.  Figure 2 
shows the contribution by each hatchery.  
 
 

 
Figure 2.  Percent net production (pounds) by TWRA hatcheries. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
 
 
Two USFWS hatcheries play a critical role in trout production in Tennessee.  Dale 
Hollow National Fish Hatchery (DHNFH) produced an additional 282,000 pounds of 
trout (1.35 million fish).  Erwin National Fish Hatchery stocked approximately 42,000 
pounds of large brood fish (12-20 inches).  Dale Hollow NFH produced the most pounds 
(52.2%) of any Tennessee hatchery (Figure 3).  Tennessee waters are stocked with four 
species of trout. All hatcheries raise and stock rainbow trout, which is the highest 
percentage of stocked fish (Figure 4). 
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Figure 3.  Percent net production (Pounds) by all hatcheries. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
 
 

 
Figure 4.  Percent by number of trout species stocked in Tennessee. 
 
 
Along with rainbows, Dale Hollow NFH stocked brook, brown, and lake trout.  Tellico 
Hatchery is the only state hatchery that stocked rainbow, brook and brown trout.  A total 
of ten hatcheries stock approximately 1.9 million trout (542,000 pounds) in Tennessee 
waters.  Sixty-nine percent of all trout stocked are 7 inches or greater (Table 2). 
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Table 2.  Total number and weight of trout stocked by each hatchery in 2015 (does 
not include hatchery transfers).  FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = 
trout > 9 inches. 

 
 
Buffalo Springs Hatchery produces trout for hatchery-supported streams, reservoirs, and 
tailwaters in East Tennessee.  They receive eggs from disease-free sources, such as Erwin 
National Fish Hatchery.  Eggs are incubated and hatched, producing fry that are grown to 
various sizes. Buffalo Springs Hatchery supplies Erwin State Fish Hatchery with 
fingerling (4-5 inch) rainbow trout as their starter fish.  Similarly, Buffalo Springs 
Hatchery provides 6-inch rainbow trout to the City of Gatlinburg’s hatchery to be grown 
out and stocked in Gatlinburg streams.  In 2015 three streams (LeConte Creek, Roaring 
Fork, and West Prong Little Pigeon River) were stocked with approximately 22,549 trout 
by the City of Gatlinburg. 
 
Erwin State Hatchery relies on starter fish from Buffalo Springs Hatchery.  Most fish 
produced at Erwin State Hatchery are 10-inch rainbow trout to be stocked in hatchery-
supported streams in upper East Tennessee. 
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Tellico Hatchery receives 9-inch rainbow trout from DHNFH.  These fish are then grown 
to 11-12 inches and stocked frequently into the Tellico River, Citico Creek, and Green  
Cove Pond.  This intense management requires additional fees to support the program 
and a special Tellico-Citico permit is required to fish these waters.  Several Polk County 
streams are also stocked with trout from this hatchery.  Tellico acquires broodstock of the 
Southern Appalachian strain brook trout, which they successfully spawn, hatched the 
eggs and rear the fry to stocking size. 
 
Flintville Hatchery was established in 1933 and is Tennessee’s oldest trout hatchery.  
This hatchery grows rainbow trout from eggs to a variety of sizes for waters in middle 
and West Tennessee. Flintville’s trout are primarily stocked in hatchery-supported 
streams and winter trout areas, as well as a few tailwaters.    
 
Tennessee relies heavily on trout from DHNFH to stock tailwaters and reservoirs, and to 
supply trout to Tellico Hatchery.  DHNFH produced 281,651 pounds of trout (1.3 million 
fish) in 2015.  Most of these fish were produced to mitigate for fisheries that were 
permanently lost due to the construction and operation of dams.   Ninety-six percent of all 
brown trout and eighty-seven percent of lake trout stocked in Tennessee are from 
DHNFH.  
 
In addition to production, hatchery staff are responsible for the delivery of trout 
according to the schedule developed by the management team.  Hatchery drivers made 
1,176 stocking trips in 2015.  Figure 5 shows the number of trout stocked in specific 
habitats.  Tailwaters receive the highest number of trout and stocking trips.  See 
Appendix A, for individual stocking totals by program.  
 
 

 
  Figure 5.  Number of trout stocked by habitat. 
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Flintville Hatchery 
Location: 20 acres owned by TWRA within the 720-acre Flintville Wildlife 
Management Area located near Flintville along HWY 64 in Lincoln County. 

Hatchery Operation:  Spring water is collected from pipes in Warren Hollow to supply 
water to the hatchery building and the concrete outdoor raceways.  Inside the hatchery 
building there are eight concrete rearing tanks (28 ft x 2.5 ft) with 40 gallons per minute 
flow that are used to incubate eggs and rear small trout.  Outside there is one long 
raceway (960 ft x 8 ft x 3 ft) with an average flow of 700 gallons per minute.  This 
raceway was renovated in 2007.  A second raceway (410 ft x 5 ft) is not used due to poor 
structural integrity and variable flow from the main raceway and water from Crowder 
Spring.  The third raceway (265 ft x 8 ft) reuses water from the main raceway and from 
Crowder Spring to maintain a flow of about 500 gallons per minute.  

Flintville Hatchery typically purchases eggs from the Trout Lodge Hatchery, a private 
hatchery in the State of Washington.  These eggs cost about $20 per thousand.  They are 
worth the additional cost because they reliably survive and grow very well requiring little 
maintenance.  Another advantage is that they are a unique strain, Kamloops, which does 
very well in some locations when stocked as fingerlings.  TWRA benefits from having 
this strain that is not available through the USFWS egg program.  Eggs are incubated, 
hatched and reared in the hatchery building and then moved outside when they reach 
suitable sizes.  

Flintville Hatchery stocks most of its trout as large fish 10-12 inches in streams and 
tailwaters in middle Tennessee.  Flintville Hatchery also produces a large number of trout 
for the Winter Trout Program.  In a typical year about 18,000 miles are driven while 
stocking trout.  All of the stockings are done in a single day with no overnight travel.  
Their staff’s longest trip is to Collierville at Johnson Park, a round trip of 450 miles 
requiring approximately 14 hours. 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  

• Production information (Table 3) 

• Locations stocked (Table 4) 

• Five-year production summary (Figure 6) 

 

Other Activities: 

Regular posting of status updates, photos, and stocking information resulted in the 
Flintville Fish Hatchery Facebook page exceeding 1,000 “Likes” in 2015. 
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The opportunity for self-guided hatchery tours is provided to the public Monday through 
Friday. Hatchery staff provides an average of 6 scheduled tours to schools, community 
organizations, and local government officials annually. Visitation averages approximately 
800 visitors per year. 

Flintville staff assisted with the 2015 Lincoln County Kids Fishing Day event at 
Stonebridge Park in Fayetteville.  

Approximately 35 acres of wildlife food plots were planted on the Flintville Hatchery 
Wildlife Management Area in 2015.  As a result of excavating fill material for the new 
storage building, a (100 ft x 50 ft) pond was dug on the south end of the WMA. This 
pond will rely upon precipitation as it’s water source and will be beneficial to both game 
and non-game species. 

 

Table 3.  Summary of Flintville Hatchery: 

Number of Trout Stocked 92,467 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 41,873 

Number of Stocking Trips by Flintville Drivers 144 

Estimated Annual Production (lbs)* 41,873 

Annual Hatchery Budget  Spent (FY14/15) $279,472 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Production (FY14/15)** $6.67 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Trout Stocked (FY14/15)** $6.67 

* Production is estimated as the total pounds stocked plus trout transferred to others 
hatcheries. 
**Cost estimates assume that all the money spent in the budget was on trout production. 
Therefore, this is an overestimation. 
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Table 4.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Flintville Hatchery in 
Tennessee waters.   ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Table 4.  (continued) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 6.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Flintville Hatchery. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
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Buffalo Springs Hatchery 
 
Location:  20-acre site owned by TWRA is near Buffalo Springs in Grainger County.    
 
Hatchery Operation:  An artesian spring supplies groundwater to the hatchery at an 
average rate of 3,500 gallons per minute.  This water is used in the hatchery building and 
in the outdoor raceways.  Inside the hatchery building there are three egg incubating 
stacks and 2 fiberglass rearing troughs and there are 23 concrete troughs (3 ft x 15 ft) for 
fingerling rearing. Outside there are 24 raceways (400 ft x 8 ft) in operation.  The flow 
rate in the outdoor raceways is typically 1,200 gallons per minute.   
 
Rainbow trout eggs are supplied to Buffalo Springs Hatchery by the USFWS national 
brood system.  These eggs are incubated, hatched and reared to about 3 inches in length 
before being moved to the outside raceways.  These fish are reared in outside raceways 
for up to 14 months until they are ready to be stocked.   
 
Buffalo Springs Hatchery delivers approximately 114,500 5-inch rainbow trout to Erwin 
State Fish Hatchery where they are grown to stock size. Buffalo Springs Hatchery also 
provided 30,000 6-inch rainbow trout to the City of Gatlinburg, where these fish are 
reared and stocked into Gatlinburg streams.  The rest of the trout produced at Buffalo 
Springs Hatchery are stocked into area streams, reservoirs and tailwaters.  One driver is 
dedicated to hauling trout from DHNFH to Tellico Hatchery and to tailwaters and 
reservoirs of East Tennessee.  Both trucks assigned to the hatchery (1,000 and 1,200 
pound capacity) made 297 trips in 2015, of these 127 were to haul DHNFH trout.    
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  

• Production information (Table 5) 

• Locations stocked (Table 6) 
• Five-year production summary (Figure 7) 

 
Other Activities: 

• Maintain property, vehicles, and structures 
• Hatchery tours to public (~500 visitors per year) 
• Trout educational programs 
• Kids fishing events 
• Hunter safety programs 
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Table 5.  Summary of Buffalo Springs Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 477,665 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 91,269 

Total Number of Stocking Trips by Buffalo Springs 
 Number of Stocking Trips for DHNFH 

170 
127 

Estimated Annual Production (lbs)* 86,127 

Annual Hatchery Budget (FY14/15)** $398,938 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Production (FY14/15)*** $4.63 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Trout Stocked (FY14/15)*** $4.37 
* Production is estimated as the total pounds stocked plus trout transferred to others 
hatcheries. 
** Buffalo Spring’s budget was calculated as the total spent budget ($477.652) minus 
An estimated cost for the Dale Hollow driver ($57,714) and hauling truck ($21,000) 
 stationed at Buffalo Springs Hatchery. 
*** Cost estimates assume that all money in the budget was spent on trout production. 
Therefore, this is an overestimation. 
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Table 6. Total number and weight of trout stocked from Buffalo Springs Hatchery 
in Tennessee waters.  FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 
inches. 
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Figure 7.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Buffalo Springs Hatchery. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
 
 
Erwin State Fish Hatchery 
 
Location: 11 acres owned by TWRA in the City of Erwin, Unicoi County.    
 
Hatchery Operation:  Water from several small springs are collected and distributed 
through 14 concrete, outdoor raceways.  The last renovation of the raceways occurred in 
1978.  Each raceway is (100 ft x 6 ft).  The flow rate is typically 1300 gallons per minute.   
 
Erwin Hatchery starts its typical production cycle with 4-5 inch rainbow trout from 
Buffalo Springs Hatchery.  These fish are received from April-June. The fish are reared 
in the outside raceways for up to 12 months until they are ready to be stocked into nearby 
streams. Typically, the adult trout stocking begins in March and lasts through June. Erwin 
Hatchery stocks trout with one pick-up truck that is typically driven about 15,000 miles a 
year.  Erwin Hatchery delivers trout to about 30 waters in the surrounding seven counties, 
making 169 deliveries in 2015. Annually, 100,000 adult trout are delivered to area 
waters.   
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  

• Erwin production information (Table 7) 

• Locations stocked (Table 8) 

• Five-year production summary (Figure 8) 
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Other Activities: 
• Assisted The Tennessee Aquarium with spawning of the Southern Appalachian 

Brook Trout 
• Assisted Tennessee Technological University with Sycamore Creek brook trout 

sampling 
• Assisted Erwin National Hatchery in stocking trout for an anti-drug abuse fishing 

tournament (“Say Yes To Fishing , No To Drugs”) 
• Stocked  Erwin National Hatchery’s rainbow and surplus lake trout 
• Maintain property, vehicles, and structures 
• Replaced old raceway covers with new aluminum frames and netting  
• Installed purple martin houses, which attracted adults, resulting in many reared 

offspring 
• Hatchery tours for public (~2,000 visitors per year) 
• Trout educational programs 
• Assisted with Trout in the Classroom 
• Kids fishing events 
• Seasonally assist reservoir fish attractor program and crappie trap-netting 
• Seasonally assist on bear bait surveys 
• Collect & haul fish waste to a local Wildlife Management Area 
• Coordinate, stock trout, post signs, for the Paint Creek Delayed Harvest season 
• Commissioned Hatchery Manager assisted with Boating and Wildlife 

Enforcement Details 
• Taught Hunter Safety classes in Unicoi County 

 
 

Table 7.  Summary of Erwin State Fish Hatchery 
Number of Trout Stocked 85,077 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 42,420 

Number of Stocking Trips by Erwin drivers 169 

Estimated Annual Production (lbs)* 29,942 

Annual Hatchery Budget (FY14/15) $238.739 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Production (FY14/15)** $7.97 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Trout Stocked (FY14/15)** $5.63 
*Annual production was estimated by subtracting the total pounds stocked in 2015 by the number 
of pounds provided by Buffalo Springs (12,478 lbs).  This estimation affects the values for both 
production and cost/lb.   
**Cost estimates assume that all the money spent in the budget was on trout production. 
Therefore, this is an overestimation. 
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Table 8.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Erwin State Fish Hatchery 
in Tennessee waters. FINGL = Fingerling 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 8.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Erwin State Hatchery. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
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Tellico Hatchery  
Location: Hatchery is located on US Forest Service property in the Cherokee National 
Forest near the North Carolina border in Monroe County.     
 
Hatchery Operation: Surface water from Tellico River, Sycamore Creek, and Pheasant 
Branch supply an average of 9,236 gallons per minute to outside raceways.  Each of the 
28 raceways is (55 ft x 8 ft).  These raceways were renovated in 1992.   Tellico’s reliance 
on stream water creates seasonal and unexpected problems because staff must be 
prepared to remove debris from the intake structures, especially during storms.  
 
Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery (DHNFH) delivered 170,000 6-9 inch rainbow and 
16,222 brown trout to the Tellico Hatchery in 2015.  These fish were grown out to 10-12 
inches and stocked at 27 different locations. The brown trout were stocked specifically in 
the Tellico River, Hiwassee Tailwater and Green Cove Pond.  During the March to 
September stocking season trout are stocked weekly, resulting in high stocking rates and 
intense fishing pressure on these waters.  A small portion of Tellico trout are stocked in 
Polk County streams.  Tellico Hatchery received 20,000 rainbow trout to grow and stock 
in the Hiwassee River for the October/November delayed harvest season.  Hatchery staff 
transports brood (18-27 inches) rainbow trout from Erwin National Hatchery to 
waterbodies around the Cumberland Plateau region throughout the year.   In 2015 Tellico 
made 196 stocking trips.   

 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  

• Production information (Table 9) 
• Locations stocked (Table 10) 
• Five-year production summary (Figure 9) 

 
Other Activities: 

• Spawned and hatched Southern Appalachian brook trout 
• Assisted with sampling of North River and Bald River and four samples of 

Sycamore Creek 
• Assisted with rainbow trout removal on Sycamore Creek 
• Remodeled interior of Brook Trout building and installed new roof 
• Repaired sink hole and gate valve at Sycamore intake 
• Installed small hauling tank on stock truck to haul “Tellico Trophies” 
• Repaired and rebuilt crowding screens, dam boards, and splash boards 
• Installed heat and air unit in office 
• Replaced stairs on Tellico intake 
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• Made new regulation signs for delayed harvest area and Tellico/Citico permit area 
• Removed roots from Pheasant Branch pipe 
• Maintain property, vehicles, and structures 
• Hatchery tours to public (~50,000 visitors) 
• Gave presentations to TN Valley Sportsmen Club and Little River Chapter TU 
• Gave presentations and tours to four Trout in the Classroom projects 
• Modified leaf boom to make installation easier 
• Repaired multiple cracks in raceways  
• Participated in Tellico River Clean-up 
• Set up “living stream” exhibit and worked informational booth at Hiwassee/Ocoee 

State Park for Occawassee Festival for two days 
• Hauled catfish for Ooltewah Youth Association Kid’s Fishing event 
• Set up “living stream” exhibit and worked informational booth at USFS Eco-Days 

for three days  
• Partnered with Project Healing Waters to host a disabled veterans fishing event at 

Green Cove Pond 
• Assisted with Trout Unlimited workday  
• Provided trout for Kids fishing events at Spring Creek, McKamey Lake, Athens 

Rec. Park, Johnson City, and Tellico River 
• Assisted with Tellico River Kid’s event 
• Participated in Tellico Plains Christmas Parade 

 
 

Table 9.  Summary of Tellico Fish Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 160,265 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 99,519 

Total Number of Stocking Trips 196 

Estimated Annual Production (lbs)* 50,064 

Annual Hatchery Budget (FY14/15)** $305,917 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Production (FY14/15)*** $6.11 

Estimated Cost per Pound of Trout Stocked** $3.07 
* Annual production was estimated by subtracting the total pounds stocked in 2015 by the 
number of pounds received from Dale hollow, Buffalo Springs, and Erwin National hatcheries 
(49,455 lbs).  This estimation affects the values for both production and cost/lb.   
** In FY 13/14, a fish food purchase of $25,000 was processed in the FY 14/15.  This action  
made the FY 14/15 expenditures to be higher. 
*** Cost estimates assume that all money in the hatchery budget was spent on trout production. 
Therefore, this is an overestimation. 
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Table 10.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Tellico Fish Hatchery in 
Tennessee waters.  ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Figure 9.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Tellico Hatchery.  
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
 
 
Humboldt Fish Hatchery 
 
Location:  City of Humboldt, Gibson County, Tennessee 
 
Hatchery Operation:  This hatchery is one of TWRA’s warmwater hatcheries.  During 
winter, rainbow trout are provided by the Flintville Hatchery which are held in ponds and 
a raceway system on this facility until the appropriate stocking date.  These trout are 
specifically used for the Winter Trout Stocking Program in West Tennessee. 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

• Production information (Table 11) 
• Locations stocked (Table 12) 
• Four-year production summary (Figure 10) 

 
 
Table 11.  Summary of Humboldt Fish Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 12,440 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 5,052 

Number of Stocking Trips by Humboldt Drivers 16 
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Table 12.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Humboldt Fish Hatchery 
in Tennessee waters.  ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 10.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Humboldt Hatchery. 
A five-year average startup weight was used because of high variability among calendar year 
estimates. Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
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Gatlinburg Hatchery 
 
Location:  Located in Herbert Holt Park on the North side of Gatlinburg in Sevier 
County. 
 
Hatchery Operation:  In 1981, the City of Gatlinburg transformed their old waste water 
treatment plant into a functional trout hatchery.  Water from Dudley Creek is pumped 
into the hatchery’s six raceways.  In 1995, the facility was upgraded to insure an annual 
stocking of 30,000-35,000 rainbow trout.  Fingerlings are provided by TWRA’s Buffalo 
Springs Hatchery and are grown out to stocking size.  These trout are stocked on 
Thursdays into 12 miles of streams in the city. No fishing is allowed on Thursdays, the 
stocking day. 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  

• Gatlinburg production information (Table 13) 
• Locations stocked (Table 14) 
• Five-year production summary (Figure 11) 

 
 

Table 13.  Summary of Gatlinburg Fish Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 22,549 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 10,082 

Number of Stocking Trips by Gatlinburg Drivers 77 

 
 
 
Table 14.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Gatlinburg Fish Hatchery 
in Tennessee waters.  ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Figure 11.  Net production of trout (pounds) from 2011 to 2015 at Gatlinburg Hatchery. 
Net production = gross production (pounds) – start up (pounds). 
 
 
 
Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery (DHNFH) - USFWS 
 
Location:  Celina, Tennessee, below Dale Hollow Reservoir. 
 
Hatchery Operation:  This hatchery is owned and operated by the USFWS.  This 
hatchery produces most of its fish for Tennessee, but they also supply fish to North 
Carolina and Alabama.     
 
TWRA coordinates DHNFH’s Tennessee stocking.  This process involves the Fisheries 
Division, Regional Fisheries Managers, and the full-time driver at Buffalo Springs  
Hatchery.  DHNFH provides trout to Tennessee for two reasons: 1) to mitigate for the 
loss of local fisheries caused by federal dams, and 2) because TWRA paid for the 
expansion of this hatchery in 1992. Since 1994, TWRA pays $100,000 annually to 
maintain production of an additional 100,000 lbs of trout to be used in Tennessee.  
 
Dale Hollow Hatchery is much larger than TWRA hatcheries, producing over half of the 
trout stocked in Tennessee.  DHNFH’s water source is Dale Hollow Reservoir.  It has 
1,600 ft of 4-ft raceways for rearing small trout and 8,800 ft of 8-ft raceways for rearing 
larger trout.  Eggs are provided from a variety of hatcheries through the USFWS egg 
distribution system.  Unlike TWRA hatcheries, DHNFH routinely raises brown and lake 
trout in addition to rainbow and brook trout.   TWRA hatcheries have not been successful 
at rearing brown and lake trout due to their limited space and water supply.   
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DHNFH uses two stocking trucks and help from the full-time driver from Buffalo 
Springs Hatchery to stock reservoirs, tailwaters, and Winter Trout Program locations.  
Occasionally, other TWRA hatchery trucks and personnel are used to transport trout to 
stocking sites and to the Humboldt Hatchery for future stocking. DHNFH does not 
typically stock smaller streams.  DHNFH supplied approximately 187,242 trout to 
TWRA’s Tellico Hatchery in 2015.  
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

• Dale Hollow production information (Table 15) 
• Five-year production summary (Figure 12) 
• Locations stocked (Table 16) 

 
Other Tennessee Activities: 

• Hatchery tours to public 
• Kids fishing events and Biologist-in-Training Program for fourth and fifth grade 

students 
• Grow-out and distribution of Barren’s topminnow (Federally Endangered 

Species)  
• Cooperates with TWRA on trout stocking evaluations 

 
 
Table 15.  Summary of Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 1,341,458 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 
Pounds Provided to Tellico Hatchery 

281,651 
42,450 

Number of Stocking Trips by DHNFH 
Number of Stocking Trips by TWRA 

218 
102 

Annual Production for Tennessee (by contract) 100,000 

Est. Annual cost to TWRA for 100,000 pounds* $178,714 

TWRA’s cost/lb to contract 100,000 pounds $1.79 
* $100,000 contract plus cost of driver and hauling truck at Buffalo Springs Hatchery. 
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Figure 12.  Pounds of trout produced for Tennessee from 2011 to 2015 at Dale Hollow NFH. 
 
 
Table 16.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Dale Hollow NFH in 
Tennessee waters.  FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches  
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Table 16. (continued) 

 
 
 
Erwin National Fish Hatchery - USFWS 
 
Location: City of Erwin, Unicoi County, Tennessee. 
 
Hatchery Operation: Erwin National Fish Hatchery (ENFH) is one of several 
broodstock facilities managed by the USFWS across the country.  These facilities 
maintain a disease-free source of eggs for federal and state fish hatcheries.  These 
hatcheries raise trout to maturity (over 2 years), then use these trout to produce fertilized 
eggs that are sent around the country as requested.   They use some of the eggs to replace 
the adults that have already been used for spawning.  The fish that are no longer useful 
for egg production are stocked into a few nearby streams and other locations requested by 
TWRA. The ENFH also provides a number of these fish to the Cherokee Nation in 
Cherokee, North Carolina.  
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The trout stocked by ENFH are large, usually 14 to 20 inches in length, so local anglers 
are pleased to catch these fish.  Erwin State Fish Hatchery often stocks these fish for 
ENFH.  TWRA’s involvement allows these fish to be spread over more locations. 
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

• Production information (Table 17) 
• Locations stocked (Table 18) 
• Five year production summary (Figure 13) 

 
 
Table 17.  Summary of Erwin National Fish Hatchery: 
Number of Trout Stocked 34,067 

Pounds of Trout Stocked 42,169 

Number of Stocking Trips by Erwin Drivers 46 
 
Table 18.  Total number and weight of trout stocked from Erwin National Fish 
Hatchery in Tennessee waters.  FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout 
> 12 inches.* 

*Includes some trips made by Erwin State Fish Hatchery. 
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Figure 13.   Production of trout (pounds) stocked in Tennessee from 2011 to 2015 by Erwin 
National Fish Hatchery.    
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Appendix A 
 

Stocking Totals by Program Type 
(Includes all State and Federal Hatcheries) 

 
Tailwater Stocking Totals - 2015 
FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Reservoir Stocking Totals – 2015*   
FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches 
 

* Above totals are used to show which reservoirs were stocked in the 2015 calendar year. 
However, reservoirs are stocked December through January, depending on weather and size of 
trout, therefore calendar year totals can be misleading.  For example, TWRA could stock a 
reservoir in December, and then stock it 13 months later in the following January.  From a 
calendar year perspective, it would appear that TWRA skipped a year, when in fact each winter 
that reservoir received similar numbers of trout.   
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Streams and Lakes Stocked in Spring and Summer – 2015 
FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Streams and Lakes Stocked in Spring and Summer – 2015 (Continued) 
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Streams and Lakes Stocked in Spring and Summer – 2015 (Continued) 
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Winter Trout Program Stocking – 2015  
FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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Delayed-Harvest Program – 2015 
FINGL = Fingerling, 4-6 inch trout; ADULT = trout > 9 inches. 
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