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PUBLI C HEARI NG

5:34 p. m
M5. LAWRENCE: | just want to wel cone
everyone. M/ nane is Nichole Lawence. |I'm

the community relations officer for the TDOT here
I n west Tennessee, and we're here tonight to talk
about the Interstate 240 and Airways i nterchange.
We have representatives from TDOT
Environnment, TDOT Design, TDOT Uilities,
ri ght-of-way, our project devel opnent office, as
wel | as our consultants from Kinl ey-Horn, who
will be handling the presentation tonight.
It's up to y'all.

MR. HUGHES: My nane is Jerry Hughes.
|"min the roadway design division. Kimey-Horn
Is designing this project for -- Heather Kraus
will talk alittle bit about their design, and
sone of the aspects of it. Then Jim Qznent, from
our environnmental division wll talk about the
proposed noise walls on the north side of the
interstate, and then we'll open it up to
guestions. Heather?

M5. KRAUS: Awesone. Thank you.

Yeabh. | ' m Heat her Kr aus. | work with
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Kimey-Horn. W were contracted by TDOT to do
the design. And |I've actually got a couple of
ot her people on the design team here: Drake
Danl ey. Rai se your hand.

(Whereupon, M. Danley raises his
hand. )

M5. KRAUS: Katie Godw n.

(Wher eupon, Ms. Godwi n raises her
hand. )

M5. KRAUS: So if you have, after
this, any kind of questions, they can answer them

just as well as | can.

This is our format. | don't know if
we'll actually be here until 7:00, but if you
need us to be, to answer questions, we'll be

ar ound.

We're going to do a quick presentation,
and answer questions, and then we can break up
into small groups again, if we need to.

Qur project is in the design phase. It's
in the early design phase where we've nmade it to
prelimnary design, which we call that about 40
percent through design. And then we'll nove into

ri ght-of-way, and then construction.
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And | got the updated schedule, and it's
subj ect to change, but -- excuse ne --
construction is currently scheduled for md
"18 -- md 2018 to start.

MR, HUGHES: Dependi ng on fundi ng.

M5. KRAUS: Dependi ng on fundi ng.
kay. So there's a whole lot of words, and | do
have pictures. | just want to do a brief
description of what the project is.

We are going to reconstruct the
I nterchange, in case you didn't know al ready, at
240 and Airways. W are going to replace the
entire interchange and the ranps. W are going
to put in-- it's called a single point urban
I nterchange, SPU . You've seen themall before.
You probably didn't know it was called SPU
Wal nut Grove and Hunphreys; Wl nut G ove and
Ger mant own, any of the interchanges on 385, Hacks
Cross, Forest Hill -- excuse ne -- Kirby, any of
those are called SPU s.

What it is, is you have the nmain route
el evated, and all of the other novenents cone to
-- excuse ne -- a single point under the

I nterchange, and it's -- are functioned by one
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traffic signal.

We're al so widening al ong 240. The area,
| think, nowis only six lanes, three in each
direction. W are going to add a lane. |It'll be
four lanes in each direction throughout the
proj ect area.

And a unique thing that we're doing on
this, we're developing a -- we are -- excuse ne
-- we are constructing a flyover. There's plenty
of flyovers in Menphis, but this wll be another
flyover, and it's going to serve all of
Pl ough-bound traffic. Any traffic that wants to
get to the airport wll take this flyover ranp,
ei ther from eastbound 240 or westbound 240, or
even sout hbound Airways, wll exit, get on to the
flyover ranp, and have a direct connection to
Pl ough.

And al so, along Airways, we are going to
be widening. But right nowit's two, four, five
| anes. We're going to have three lanes -- three
three-lanes in each direction, nultiple left-turn
| anes, and so we're actually adding five | anes
al ong Airways within the project area.

This is the -- | don't knowif y'all can
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see this very well. Let ne adjust this just a
little bit.

(Wher eupon, Ms. Kraus adjusts the
presentation screen.)

M5. KRAUSE: |s that better?

MR. HAAS: That should -- yeah. Mich
better. Yeah.

M5. KRAUS: It helps to see pictures.
If you can't hear ne, just tell nme. 1'Ill yell,

This is the overall project area
(indicating). Just to get your bearings, north
Is up, and to the left is downtown, to the right
Is east Menphis. Down to the bottomright wll
be the airport. And our project limts extend
fromend to end. And the reason it extends so
far along the path of the interchange is to have
all the ranps, do proper |lengths for the ranps
prior to the interchange.

Al ong Al rways and al ong Pl ough, our
limts are from Denocrat in the south, up to
Ketchum Up right around here (indicating) is
Ketchumin the north.

Here's a closer view of the interchange

(indicating). And | wanted to showthis to you
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just so you can kind of get a better idea of
where all the traffic goes. Kind of get
overwhel ned by these big maps. Just ignore for a
second the yellow, and we'll focus just on this
m ddl e part (indicating). This is the normal
single point urban interchange. The blue area
there is a 240 bridge, |-240, over Airways.
Airways is going to stay in this existing
| ocation (indicating). The existing elevation,
we're going to resurface and widen, and build a
new bridge over Airways.

The great thing about this is that
Airways in this area -- excuse ne -- 240 in this
area is already very, very wide. It has a very
wi de nedian that's separated, so we can do a | ot
of construction wthout inpacting a |ot of
traffic in the area along 240. And all of these
ranps (indicating) comng to and fromthe
interstate wll all cone to the single point
traffic signal.

Now, the flyover ranp starts over here on
the right (indicating). This is westbound 240,
will exit prior to the interchange, have its own

ranp, wll follow along this ranp (indicating),
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and will start to conme up to a bridge, and bridge

over Airways. At that point, right in this area

(i ndicating), southbound Airways will exit south
-- head south to cone to the -- to cone to
Pl ough, will exit, cone on to this flyover

bri dge, go over 240. And at this point here
(i ndicating), eastbound 240 will have exited, and
meet, also, all to go to Plough. And that --
this is purely Plough-bound traffic. No other
traffic will be on that ranp unl ess you' re headed
the wong way.

MR, HAAS: kay. M ss?

M5. KRAUS: Yeah?

MR. HAAS: Any new construction going
to be on 240 itself? | see the -- the blue
bri dge --

MS. KRAUS: Yes.

MR. HAAS: -- back there.

M5. KRAUS: Unh-huh (affirmative
response).

MR HAAS: But is that going to be
reconstructed or is that going to stay the way it
I s7?

MR, HUGHES. Presently, 1-40 west is

10
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way over here (indicating), and |-40 east is over
here (indicating). This will be new construction
in here (indicating), in the mddle --

MR HAAS: Oh.

MR HUGHES: -- and this (indicating)
will go away when we put the ranps in.

MR HAAS: | see. So there's --
there's not going to be any sl ow down or
interruption in 240 traffic.

MR. HUGHES. But you're not as close
as coul d be.

M5. KRAUS: Yeah.

MR HUGHES: A lot -- alot of it can
be built in the nedian --

MR. HAAS. Right.

MR, HUGHES. -- without affecting the
-- the --

MR. HAAS. Right.

MR, HUGHES: -- traffic.

MR HAAS: And -- and then one day
you'll just throw the switch, right?

MR, HUGHES: Well, we'll have to tie
It in, and that wll cause sonme construction, but

alot of it can be built w thout that.

11
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MR. HAAS: Yeah.

M5. KRAUS: Yeah. Ckay. This
(indicating) is directly below the picture | just
showed, just south of it. Just to get our
bearings, this is Nonconnah Creek here
(indicating), and here is Denocrat Road
(indicating). The airport's still down here
(indicating), and then this is where the flyover
ranp would be entering this picture (indicating).

Al'l of the different directions have cone
together, and they're going to cross a
new y-constructed ranp bridge over Nonconnah
Creek, keep headi ng south, go over a
new y-constructed bridge over southbound A rways,
and connect in wth Plough.

Now, at this point (indicating), it's
el evated. Existing Plough is down here
(indicating). So between the two, we'll have a
retaining wall for a short period of tine, while
Pl ough heads south. And the visualizations show
that -- and we can -- if anybody's curious, we
can go over that. As Plough cones south, they'll
start to cone together, and they' ||l neet before

this Denocrat Road bridge (indicating), and

12
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they' Il be at the sane el evation.

Al ong Airways south, we're not really
doi ng very nuch there. W're resurfacing,
cleaning it up. The reason that we show
construction going this far down is this is where

the existing ranp bridge is (indicating),

currently, and we'll be renoving that bridge.
We'll be renmoving this existing ranp
(indicating), and this wll all just be all

that's left (indicating).

Now, northbound Pl ough -- for the nost
part, in this area (indicating), it doesn't
change. As we cone up here (indicating), we do a
little bit of cleanup. Right now, you can exit
nort hbound Pl ough to head east on 240 at this
ranp (indicating). W're closing that -- that
ranp tie-in. You'll go -- you'll head north, and
you'll go through the SPU 1like all the other
vehicles. Al northbound traffic will continue
on, and go through the interchange.

Now -- and | know there's been tal k about
a new bridge here (indicating) over A rways at
Nonconnah. The Gty of Menphis just replaced the
bridge there. They replaced it -- and I m ght be

Alpha Reporting Corporation
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quoting inproperly, but because it was
structurally deficient, and it needed to be

repl aced. They were far along in their design
before we got selected to do this design. They
were actually going to construction at that
point, and they couldn't pull plug because it
needed to be replaced. W weren't sure how nuch
road we needed. W weren't sure how wi de we
needed it. W weren't sure where we were going
to be, so they couldn't change their design. So
-- unfortunately, but -- but okay. W are

wi deni ng, and we've been able to wi den on one
side. So we've pushed all the w dening over to
one side, and a small w dening on one side of the
bridge. W'Ill |eave the existing bridge in

pl ace.

Bi ke tie-ins in this area (indicating)
were a little bit tricky. W are going to have
nort hbound and sout hbound bi ke | anes al ong
Airways. Well, Airways only turns south when you
get to this point (indicating). W'Il keep bike
| anes all the way sout hbound Airways until you
get to Denocrat, but we needed to nake a north

connection. So at this point, we're thinking --

14
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we're in the devel opnent stage of this -- to have
a trail cone in this area near Denocrat and the
ranps (indicating), cone through this |arge
grassy area (indicating), cone between the
protective barriers between this ranp
(indicating) and Plough, and tie in at the
bri dge, and be an on-street bike |ane by the tine
you get to the Airways bridge over Nonconnabh.

| think that that's all | have on the
road. W're going to tal k about noise walls
unl ess you guys want to ask sone questions about
the road part. And we can al ways just break up
into smal |l groups, too.

(No verbal response)

M5. KRAUSE: Do you have a question?

MR, QZMENT: No questions. You did a
great job there.

MR, OZMENT: Hey. |I'mJim Qznent.
|"'mthe director of the environnental division
for TDOT. W have just a fewslides to talk
about the noise walls in this project, and
probably is not going to affect very many of you.
You really need to either own property or live in

very close proximty up to the interstate right

15
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now to be involved in this.

Al'l projects, we do a noise study to see
if noise fromthe interstates are going to inpact
the -- the residents. In this particular case,
there is an inpact. W can abate that with noise
barriers. In this particular case, it net the
qualifications and criteria.

W have two things to do. First of all,
we do have to ask the people that own that the
properties: Do you want a wall? W've actually
had a case or two where people said, no, | don't
really want that.

So part of the balloting -- if you cane
I n and you actually owned property, there was two
ballots up there. W need people to actually say
whet her they do or do not want the wall.

And secondly, we have the opportunity to
| et the people pick the color and the style of
the wall on the side that faces the residents.
TDOT al ways picks the roadside for continuity
purposes, but it really doesn't matter to us what
formliner is used on the backside. So whatever
I's nost appealing and applicable to your

nei ghbor hood and conditions is the one that we

16
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will -- will go wth. So we also have a ball ot

for that. And |I'mjust going to run through a
few slides that basically say that.

The barrier on the westbound side, east
of Airways -- that'll be the northeast quadrant
-- we would put the barrier up near the edge of
the right-of-way fence. Barrier height would be
between 8 and 12 feet, and average about 10 feet,
and it would nost likely be where this red |line
I's (indicating).

There's Hillview Village (indicating), |
believe is -- no. Excuse ne. This is Joy Qaks
-- Joy Lane, WII|ow Oaks and Danascus Resi denti al
Center along here (indicating), and those are the
nost inpacted, and will be the nost benefitted by
having a barrier at that particular |ocation.

The opposite side of the road on the
nort hwest corner, this barrier location is also
up near the right-of-way. Barrier height would
be 10 feet on average. And this would be from
about here to here (indicating). One thing
you'll notice is it's right in a grouping of
trees that already exist through there. A lot of

times people don't want to lose their trees, but
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in this particular case, probably nost of those

woul d have to go in order to build a wall 10 foot
high. So this would be to protect the -- the
Hllview Vill age area and residents, sone of
their community areas out here.

The noi se | evels would be around 66 to 72
decibels. Wth the barrier built, they would
drop to 58 to 63, which is a 7 to 9 deci bel
reduction, and that's basically true on the other
side of the road, also. So it's about -- little
| ess than half as loud as it would be w thout the
barrier noise reduction.

This is about the trees (indicating),
that there would be sone tree renoval. So we
have to understand that portion of it.

And then, this also goes back to we have
the two ballots that we need people to fill out
if you're going to be one of those nearby
residents in this area.

MR. HAAS: CQuestions?

MR OZMENT:  Yes.

MR HAAS: Were you able to determ ne
or did anyone pursue this avenue of what

reduction in decibel |evel would be acconplished
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by |l eaving the trees where they are? In other
wor ds, what good are the trees as far as they
serve?

MR. OZMENT: How good are trees at
being a noi se barrier?

MR. HAAS. Yes.

MR. QZMENT: Not very good at all.

MR. HAAS: Really? kay.

MR OZMENT: Really. Most science
says it takes a 100-foot thickness of trees to
drop the decibel |level by three decibels --

MR. HAAS:. Uh-huh (affirmative
response).

MR, OZMENT: -- and three is about
the difference that your human ear can determ ne
just barely changing. So it's not a very big or
di sti nct change. Sone people that |live next to
it wll tell you differently, but that's not what
the science shows. And so we don't -- unless
there's a very large and thick growh, it's --
it's probably -- distance is the best at
reduction. Short of that, it's the walls
t hensel ves because the either reflect or absorb

it, and that's a fact, to keep the noi se back.

19
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That answer your question?

MR. HAAS: It does.

MR, OZMENT: Ckay. We have three
different -- or three or four different patterns
you pick from As | said, this one is called
Ashl ar Stone, and kind of has this rectangul ar
look toit. | think some of this may be already
on the roadsides here in Mnphis.

This is a -- nore of a rustic Ashlar
Stone, which they're randomy shaped but still a

fairly small stone pattern.

Lastly, there's a random cut -- random
cut stone, which is nmuch nore, | guess -- well,
it'"s called random It's -- it's a nore

symmetrical pattern, and a |lot of people |ike

t his.

And then there's -- |like, the one on 240
is already down here near -- near Perkins, |
believe. |It's the one that's just flat concrete

W t hout a stone pattern in it, and that would be
call ed a V-groove.

And we can al so allow you to pick between
the colors, whether you' d like it to be grey or

sone earth tone type, |ike sand or sonething of

20
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t hat nature.

So the second page of this allows you to
pi ck whi ch one of those patterns you would Iike
and which color you would. So we eventually just
take all that, add it up, and the winner is
what ever, and that's what we wll submt.

So that's basically it for us. Please
fill out the comrent fornmns.

MR HUGHES: Yeah. We've got conmment
cards that you should have recei ved when you cane
in. W have a court reporter. You can nake
comments there. You can fill out the comrent
card. A lot of tinmes you mght say sonething to
the court reporter, and you get hone and renenber
sonething you didn't think about earlier, so a
comrent card is good for that. So we want your
I nput, as we do nmake changes and adj ustnents
based on input at these neetings. Does anybody
have any questions?

M5. JONES: Jerry, don't we request
that they get themin wthin 21 days of this --

MR. HUGHES: Yes. | think that's the
current tinme period.

M5. JONES: Twenty-one days fromthe

21
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public neeting --

MR HUGHES: Yes.

M5. JONES: -- to get your comme
cards into us. W'd appreciate that.

MR HUGHES: Yes, sir?

MR BRITTENUM Yes, sir. \Wat
happen to the existing exit to Airways goi ng
west ?

MR HUGHES. Let's get back to t
| ayout .

MR. HAAS: |Is that headed north

Ai rways nmaybe, and then headed west on 2407

nt

wi ||

he

on

MR. HUGHES:. Are you tal king about

the 240 exit?

MR, BRI TTENUM  Yes.

MR, HUGHES: Right now it goes u
that way (indicating). [It'll be pulled in,
go to here (indicating).

MR. BRI TTENUM  Sout hbound.

Sout hbound.

HUGHES: Oh.  Sout hbound?
BRI TTENUM  Yes.

HUGHES: OCh, okay. The

233

flyover --

Y
t hen

22
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MS5. KRAUS: About right here
(i ndicating)?

MR. BRITTENUM Yes. The existing
one.

MR HUGHES: That's com ng out.

MR BRITTENUM Ckay. And wll that
be | andscaped and all that, recaptured or
what ever you call it?

M5. KRAUS: All pavenent renoved wl |

be sodded.

MR. BRI TTENUM  Pardon?

M5. KRAUS: Sodded.

MR. HUGHES. Yeah. All that pavenent
will come out. Yeah. Al of the area not with

the light grey or yellowgreen, all that pavenent
will come out, and it'll be grass.

MR BRITTENUM And this new
alignnment -- the new alignnent bypasses the new
bri dge, correct?

MR, HUGHES: Tal king about this
(i ndicating)?

MR BRI TTENUM  The new Ai rways
bri dge.

MR, HUGHES:. Ckay.

23
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VR, BRI TTENUM Headed south. Yes.

Yes.

MR HUGHES: Wat do you nean
"bypass" ?

MR. BRITTENUM Well, does it use the
-- does the new alignnent use the new bridge?

MR. HUGHES: Oh, yes. Yes.

MR BRI TTENUM  Ckay.

MR. HUGHES: Yes. The only thing
we're going to do is widen that bridge on one
side. The rest of the bridge -- the new bridge
is fine like it is. It matches with this design
(indicating), and it just needs to be w der.
BRITTENUM  On which side?
KRAUS: The east si de.

HUGHES: The east side,

25D

nor t hbound.

MR HAAS: How is this project funded
or going to be?

MR HUGHES: It's 80 or 90 percent
Federal funded. It's --

M5. JONES: It's 80/20 with NHPP
noney, National Hi ghway fund noney.

MR. HUGHES: Any ot her questions?
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(No verbal response)

MR, HUGHES: Well, we'll be around
"til 7:00 o'clock wwth the plans and the wall
di splays. |If you have any ot her questions, feel
free to ask. Thank you for com ng.

(Wher eupon, there were no public
comrents after the presentation.)

(Wher eupon, the Sign-In Sheets were
mar ked as Exhibit No. 1 and Comment Cards were
mar ked as Exhibit No. 2 after the close of the
neeting.)

(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at
7:00 p.m)
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I, CINDY SWORDS, Licensed Court Reporter
(#438), Certified Electronic Reporter and
Transcriber, Internationally Certified Digital
Reporter and Transcriptionist, and Notary Public,
in and for the State of Tennessee, do hereby
CERTI FY:

The above public neeting was recorded by
me, and the transcript is a true and accurate
record to the best of ny know edge, skills and
ability.
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counsel or any of the parties to the action, nor
aml in any way financially interested in the
out cone of this case.

| further certify that I amduly |icensed
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 1                    PUBLIC HEARING

 2                       5:34 p.m.

 3               MS. LAWRENCE:  I just want to welcome

 4   everyone.  My name is Nichole Lawrence.  I'm

 5   the community relations officer for the TDOT here

 6   in west Tennessee, and we're here tonight to talk

 7   about the Interstate 240 and Airways interchange.

 8           We have representatives from TDOT

 9   Environment, TDOT Design, TDOT Utilities,

10   right-of-way, our project development office, as

11   well as our consultants from Kimley-Horn, who

12   will be handling the presentation tonight.

13           It's up to y'all.

14               MR. HUGHES:  My name is Jerry Hughes.

15   I'm in the roadway design division.  Kimley-Horn

16   is designing this project for -- Heather Kraus

17   will talk a little bit about their design, and

18   some of the aspects of it.  Then Jim Ozment, from

19   our environmental division will talk about the

20   proposed noise walls on the north side of the

21   interstate, and then we'll open it up to

22   questions.  Heather?

23               MS. KRAUS:  Awesome.  Thank you.

24   Yeah.  I'm Heather Kraus.  I work with
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 1   Kimley-Horn.  We were contracted by TDOT to do

 2   the design.  And I've actually got a couple of

 3   other people on the design team here:  Drake

 4   Danley.  Raise your hand.

 5               (Whereupon, Mr. Danley raises his

 6   hand.)

 7               MS. KRAUS:  Katie Godwin.

 8               (Whereupon, Ms. Godwin raises her

 9   hand.)

10               MS. KRAUS:  So if you have, after

11   this, any kind of questions, they can answer them

12   just as well as I can.

13           This is our format.  I don't know if

14   we'll actually be here until 7:00, but if you

15   need us to be, to answer questions, we'll be

16   around.

17           We're going to do a quick presentation,

18   and answer questions, and then we can break up

19   into small groups again, if we need to.

20           Our project is in the design phase.  It's

21   in the early design phase where we've made it to

22   preliminary design, which we call that about 40

23   percent through design.  And then we'll move into

24   right-of-way, and then construction.
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 1           And I got the updated schedule, and it's

 2   subject to change, but -- excuse me --

 3   construction is currently scheduled for mid

 4   '18 -- mid 2018 to start.

 5               MR. HUGHES:  Depending on funding.

 6               MS. KRAUS:  Depending on funding.

 7   Okay.  So there's a whole lot of words, and I do

 8   have pictures.  I just want to do a brief

 9   description of what the project is.

10           We are going to reconstruct the

11   interchange, in case you didn't know already, at

12   240 and Airways.  We are going to replace the

13   entire interchange and the ramps.  We are going

14   to put in -- it's called a single point urban

15   interchange, SPUI.  You've seen them all before.

16   You probably didn't know it was called SPUI.

17   Walnut Grove and Humphreys; Walnut Grove and

18   Germantown, any of the interchanges on 385, Hacks

19   Cross, Forest Hill -- excuse me -- Kirby, any of

20   those are called SPUIs.

21           What it is, is you have the main route

22   elevated, and all of the other movements come to

23   -- excuse me -- a single point under the

24   interchange, and it's -- are functioned by one
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 1   traffic signal.

 2           We're also widening along 240.  The area,

 3   I think, now is only six lanes, three in each

 4   direction.  We are going to add a lane.  It'll be

 5   four lanes in each direction throughout the

 6   project area.

 7           And a unique thing that we're doing on

 8   this, we're developing a -- we are -- excuse me

 9   -- we are constructing a flyover.  There's plenty

10   of flyovers in Memphis, but this will be another

11   flyover, and it's going to serve all of

12   Plough-bound traffic.  Any traffic that wants to

13   get to the airport will take this flyover ramp,

14   either from eastbound 240 or westbound 240, or

15   even southbound Airways, will exit, get on to the

16   flyover ramp, and have a direct connection to

17   Plough.

18           And also, along Airways, we are going to

19   be widening.  But right now it's two, four, five

20   lanes.  We're going to have three lanes -- three

21   three-lanes in each direction, multiple left-turn

22   lanes, and so we're actually adding five lanes

23   along Airways within the project area.

24           This is the -- I don't know if y'all can
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 1   see this very well.  Let me adjust this just a

 2   little bit.

 3               (Whereupon, Ms. Kraus adjusts the

 4   presentation screen.)

 5               MS. KRAUSE:  Is that better?

 6               MR. HAAS:  That should -- yeah.  Much

 7   better.  Yeah.

 8               MS. KRAUS:  It helps to see pictures.

 9   If you can't hear me, just tell me.  I'll yell.

10           This is the overall project area

11   (indicating).  Just to get your bearings, north

12   is up, and to the left is downtown, to the right

13   is east Memphis.  Down to the bottom right will

14   be the airport.  And our project limits extend

15   from end to end.  And the reason it extends so

16   far along the path of the interchange is to have

17   all the ramps, do proper lengths for the ramps

18   prior to the interchange.

19           Along Airways and along Plough, our

20   limits are from Democrat in the south, up to

21   Ketchum.  Up right around here (indicating) is

22   Ketchum in the north.

23           Here's a closer view of the interchange

24   (indicating).  And I wanted to show this to you
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 1   just so you can kind of get a better idea of

 2   where all the traffic goes.  Kind of get

 3   overwhelmed by these big maps.  Just ignore for a

 4   second the yellow, and we'll focus just on this

 5   middle part (indicating).  This is the normal

 6   single point urban interchange.  The blue area

 7   there is a 240 bridge, I-240, over Airways.

 8   Airways is going to stay in this existing

 9   location (indicating).  The existing elevation,

10   we're going to resurface and widen, and build a

11   new bridge over Airways.

12           The great thing about this is that

13   Airways in this area -- excuse me -- 240 in this

14   area is already very, very wide.  It has a very

15   wide median that's separated, so we can do a lot

16   of construction without impacting a lot of

17   traffic in the area along 240.  And all of these

18   ramps (indicating) coming to and from the

19   interstate will all come to the single point

20   traffic signal.

21           Now, the flyover ramp starts over here on

22   the right (indicating).  This is westbound 240,

23   will exit prior to the interchange, have its own

24   ramp, will follow along this ramp (indicating),
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 1   and will start to come up to a bridge, and bridge

 2   over Airways.  At that point, right in this area

 3   (indicating), southbound Airways will exit south

 4   -- head south to come to the -- to come to

 5   Plough, will exit, come on to this flyover

 6   bridge, go over 240.  And at this point here

 7   (indicating), eastbound 240 will have exited, and

 8   meet, also, all to go to Plough.  And that --

 9   this is purely Plough-bound traffic.  No other

10   traffic will be on that ramp unless you're headed

11   the wrong way.

12               MR. HAAS:  Okay.  Miss?

13               MS. KRAUS:  Yeah?

14               MR. HAAS:  Any new construction going

15   to be on 240 itself?  I see the -- the blue

16   bridge --

17               MS. KRAUS:  Yes.

18               MR. HAAS:  -- back there.

19               MS. KRAUS:  Uh-huh (affirmative

20   response).

21               MR. HAAS:  But is that going to be

22   reconstructed or is that going to stay the way it

23   is?

24               MR. HUGHES:  Presently, I-40 west is
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 1   way over here (indicating), and I-40 east is over

 2   here (indicating).  This will be new construction

 3   in here (indicating), in the middle --

 4               MR. HAAS:  Oh.

 5               MR. HUGHES:  -- and this (indicating)

 6   will go away when we put the ramps in.

 7               MR. HAAS:  I see.  So there's --

 8   there's not going to be any slow down or

 9   interruption in 240 traffic.

10               MR. HUGHES:  But you're not as close

11   as could be.

12               MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.

13               MR. HUGHES:  A lot -- a lot of it can

14   be built in the median --

15               MR. HAAS:  Right.

16               MR. HUGHES:  -- without affecting the

17   -- the --

18               MR. HAAS:  Right.

19               MR. HUGHES:  -- traffic.

20               MR. HAAS:  And -- and then one day

21   you'll just throw the switch, right?

22               MR. HUGHES:  Well, we'll have to tie

23   it in, and that will cause some construction, but

24   a lot of it can be built without that.
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 1               MR. HAAS:  Yeah.

 2               MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.  Okay.  This

 3   (indicating) is directly below the picture I just

 4   showed, just south of it.  Just to get our

 5   bearings, this is Nonconnah Creek here

 6   (indicating), and here is Democrat Road

 7   (indicating).  The airport's still down here

 8   (indicating), and then this is where the flyover

 9   ramp would be entering this picture (indicating).

10           All of the different directions have come

11   together, and they're going to cross a

12   newly-constructed ramp bridge over Nonconnah

13   Creek, keep heading south, go over a

14   newly-constructed bridge over southbound Airways,

15   and connect in with Plough.

16           Now, at this point (indicating), it's

17   elevated.  Existing Plough is down here

18   (indicating).  So between the two, we'll have a

19   retaining wall for a short period of time, while

20   Plough heads south.  And the visualizations show

21   that -- and we can -- if anybody's curious, we

22   can go over that.  As Plough comes south, they'll

23   start to come together, and they'll meet before

24   this Democrat Road bridge (indicating), and
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 1   they'll be at the same elevation.

 2           Along Airways south, we're not really

 3   doing very much there.  We're resurfacing,

 4   cleaning it up.  The reason that we show

 5   construction going this far down is this is where

 6   the existing ramp bridge is (indicating),

 7   currently, and we'll be removing that bridge.

 8   We'll be removing this existing ramp

 9   (indicating), and this will all just be all

10   that's left (indicating).

11           Now, northbound Plough -- for the most

12   part, in this area (indicating), it doesn't

13   change.  As we come up here (indicating), we do a

14   little bit of cleanup.  Right now, you can exit

15   northbound Plough to head east on 240 at this

16   ramp (indicating).  We're closing that -- that

17   ramp tie-in.  You'll go -- you'll head north, and

18   you'll go through the SPUI like all the other

19   vehicles.  All northbound traffic will continue

20   on, and go through the interchange.

21           Now -- and I know there's been talk about

22   a new bridge here (indicating) over Airways at

23   Nonconnah.  The City of Memphis just replaced the

24   bridge there.  They replaced it -- and I might be
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 1   quoting improperly, but because it was

 2   structurally deficient, and it needed to be

 3   replaced.  They were far along in their design

 4   before we got selected to do this design.  They

 5   were actually going to construction at that

 6   point, and they couldn't pull plug because it

 7   needed to be replaced.  We weren't sure how much

 8   road we needed.  We weren't sure how wide we

 9   needed it.  We weren't sure where we were going

10   to be, so they couldn't change their design.  So

11   -- unfortunately, but -- but okay.  We are

12   widening, and we've been able to widen on one

13   side.  So we've pushed all the widening over to

14   one side, and a small widening on one side of the

15   bridge.  We'll leave the existing bridge in

16   place.

17           Bike tie-ins in this area (indicating)

18   were a little bit tricky.  We are going to have

19   northbound and southbound bike lanes along

20   Airways.  Well, Airways only turns south when you

21   get to this point (indicating).  We'll keep bike

22   lanes all the way southbound Airways until you

23   get to Democrat, but we needed to make a north

24   connection.  So at this point, we're thinking --
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 1   we're in the development stage of this -- to have

 2   a trail come in this area near Democrat and the

 3   ramps (indicating), come through this large

 4   grassy area (indicating), come between the

 5   protective barriers between this ramp

 6   (indicating) and Plough, and tie in at the

 7   bridge, and be an on-street bike lane by the time

 8   you get to the Airways bridge over Nonconnah.

 9           I think that that's all I have on the

10   road.  We're going to talk about noise walls

11   unless you guys want to ask some questions about

12   the road part.  And we can always just break up

13   into small groups, too.

14               (No verbal response)

15               MS. KRAUSE:  Do you have a question?

16               MR. OZMENT:  No questions.  You did a

17   great job there.

18               MR. OZMENT:  Hey.  I'm Jim Ozment.

19   I'm the director of the environmental division

20   for TDOT.  We have just a few slides to talk

21   about the noise walls in this project, and

22   probably is not going to affect very many of you.

23   You really need to either own property or live in

24   very close proximity up to the interstate right
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 1   now to be involved in this.

 2           All projects, we do a noise study to see

 3   if noise from the interstates are going to impact

 4   the -- the residents.  In this particular case,

 5   there is an impact.  We can abate that with noise

 6   barriers.  In this particular case, it met the

 7   qualifications and criteria.

 8           We have two things to do.  First of all,

 9   we do have to ask the people that own that the

10   properties:  Do you want a wall?  We've actually

11   had a case or two where people said, no, I don't

12   really want that.

13           So part of the balloting -- if you came

14   in and you actually owned property, there was two

15   ballots up there.  We need people to actually say

16   whether they do or do not want the wall.

17           And secondly, we have the opportunity to

18   let the people pick the color and the style of

19   the wall on the side that faces the residents.

20   TDOT always picks the roadside for continuity

21   purposes, but it really doesn't matter to us what

22   form liner is used on the backside.  So whatever

23   is most appealing and applicable to your

24   neighborhood and conditions is the one that we
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 1   will -- will go with.  So we also have a ballot

 2   for that.  And I'm just going to run through a

 3   few slides that basically say that.

 4           The barrier on the westbound side, east

 5   of Airways -- that'll be the northeast quadrant

 6   -- we would put the barrier up near the edge of

 7   the right-of-way fence.  Barrier height would be

 8   between 8 and 12 feet, and average about 10 feet,

 9   and it would most likely be where this red line

10   is (indicating).

11           There's Hillview Village (indicating), I

12   believe is -- no.  Excuse me.  This is Joy Oaks

13   -- Joy Lane, Willow Oaks and Damascus Residential

14   Center along here (indicating), and those are the

15   most impacted, and will be the most benefitted by

16   having a barrier at that particular location.

17           The opposite side of the road on the

18   northwest corner, this barrier location is also

19   up near the right-of-way.  Barrier height would

20   be 10 feet on average.  And this would be from

21   about here to here (indicating).  One thing

22   you'll notice is it's right in a grouping of

23   trees that already exist through there.  A lot of

24   times people don't want to lose their trees, but
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 1   in this particular case, probably most of those

 2   would have to go in order to build a wall 10 foot

 3   high.  So this would be to protect the -- the

 4   Hillview Village area and residents, some of

 5   their community areas out here.

 6           The noise levels would be around 66 to 72

 7   decibels.  With the barrier built, they would

 8   drop to 58 to 63, which is a 7 to 9 decibel

 9   reduction, and that's basically true on the other

10   side of the road, also.  So it's about -- little

11   less than half as loud as it would be without the

12   barrier noise reduction.

13           This is about the trees (indicating),

14   that there would be some tree removal.  So we

15   have to understand that portion of it.

16           And then, this also goes back to we have

17   the two ballots that we need people to fill out

18   if you're going to be one of those nearby

19   residents in this area.

20               MR. HAAS:  Questions?

21               MR. OZMENT:  Yes.

22               MR. HAAS:  Were you able to determine

23   or did anyone pursue this avenue of what

24   reduction in decibel level would be accomplished
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 1   by leaving the trees where they are?  In other

 2   words, what good are the trees as far as they

 3   serve?

 4               MR. OZMENT:  How good are trees at

 5   being a noise barrier?

 6               MR. HAAS:  Yes.

 7               MR. OZMENT:  Not very good at all.

 8               MR. HAAS:  Really?  Okay.

 9               MR. OZMENT:  Really.  Most science

10   says it takes a 100-foot thickness of trees to

11   drop the decibel level by three decibels --

12               MR. HAAS:  Uh-huh (affirmative

13   response).

14               MR. OZMENT:  -- and three is about

15   the difference that your human ear can determine

16   just barely changing.  So it's not a very big or

17   distinct change.  Some people that live next to

18   it will tell you differently, but that's not what

19   the science shows.  And so we don't -- unless

20   there's a very large and thick growth, it's --

21   it's probably -- distance is the best at

22   reduction.  Short of that, it's the walls

23   themselves because the either reflect or absorb

24   it, and that's a fact, to keep the noise back.
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 1   That answer your question?

 2               MR. HAAS:  It does.

 3               MR. OZMENT:  Okay.  We have three

 4   different -- or three or four different patterns

 5   you pick from.  As I said, this one is called

 6   Ashlar Stone, and kind of has this rectangular

 7   look to it.  I think some of this may be already

 8   on the roadsides here in Memphis.

 9           This is a -- more of a rustic Ashlar

10   Stone, which they're randomly shaped but still a

11   fairly small stone pattern.

12           Lastly, there's a random cut -- random

13   cut stone, which is much more, I guess -- well,

14   it's called random.  It's -- it's a more

15   symmetrical pattern, and a lot of people like

16   this.

17           And then there's -- like, the one on 240

18   is already down here near -- near Perkins, I

19   believe.  It's the one that's just flat concrete

20   without a stone pattern in it, and that would be

21   called a V-groove.

22           And we can also allow you to pick between

23   the colors, whether you'd like it to be grey or

24   some earth tone type, like sand or something of

0021

 1   that nature.

 2           So the second page of this allows you to

 3   pick which one of those patterns you would like

 4   and which color you would.  So we eventually just

 5   take all that, add it up, and the winner is

 6   whatever, and that's what we will submit.

 7           So that's basically it for us.  Please

 8   fill out the comment forms.

 9               MR. HUGHES:  Yeah.  We've got comment

10   cards that you should have received when you came

11   in.  We have a court reporter.  You can make

12   comments there.  You can fill out the comment

13   card.  A lot of times you might say something to

14   the court reporter, and you get home and remember

15   something you didn't think about earlier, so a

16   comment card is good for that.  So we want your

17   input, as we do make changes and adjustments

18   based on input at these meetings.  Does anybody

19   have any questions?

20               MS. JONES:  Jerry, don't we request

21   that they get them in within 21 days of this --

22               MR. HUGHES:  Yes.  I think that's the

23   current time period.

24               MS. JONES:  Twenty-one days from the
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 1   public meeting --

 2               MR. HUGHES:  Yes.

 3               MS. JONES:  -- to get your comment

 4   cards into us.  We'd appreciate that.

 5               MR. HUGHES:  Yes, sir?

 6               MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes, sir.  What will

 7   happen to the existing exit to Airways going

 8   west?

 9               MR. HUGHES:  Let's get back to the

10   layout.

11               MR. HAAS:  Is that headed north on

12   Airways maybe, and then headed west on 240?

13               MR. HUGHES:  Are you talking about

14   the 240 exit?

15               MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.

16               MR. HUGHES:  Right now it goes up

17   that way (indicating).  It'll be pulled in, then

18   go to here (indicating).

19               MR. BRITTENUM:  Southbound.

20   Southbound.

21               MR. HUGHES:  Oh.  Southbound?

22               MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.

23               MR. HUGHES:  Oh, okay.  The

24   flyover --

0023

 1               MS. KRAUS:  About right here

 2   (indicating)?

 3               MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.  The existing

 4   one.

 5               MR. HUGHES:  That's coming out.

 6               MR. BRITTENUM:  Okay.  And will that

 7   be landscaped and all that, recaptured or

 8   whatever you call it?

 9               MS. KRAUS:  All pavement removed will

10   be sodded.

11               MR. BRITTENUM:  Pardon?

12               MS. KRAUS:  Sodded.

13               MR. HUGHES:  Yeah.  All that pavement

14   will come out.  Yeah.  All of the area not with

15   the light grey or yellow-green, all that pavement

16   will come out, and it'll be grass.

17               MR. BRITTENUM:  And this new

18   alignment -- the new alignment bypasses the new

19   bridge, correct?

20               MR. HUGHES:  Talking about this

21   (indicating)?

22               MR. BRITTENUM:  The new Airways

23   bridge.

24               MR. HUGHES:  Okay.
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 1               MR. BRITTENUM:  Headed south.  Yes.

 2   Yes.

 3               MR. HUGHES:  What do you mean

 4   "bypass"?

 5               MR. BRITTENUM:  Well, does it use the

 6   -- does the new alignment use the new bridge?

 7               MR. HUGHES:  Oh, yes.  Yes.

 8               MR. BRITTENUM:  Okay.

 9               MR. HUGHES:  Yes.  The only thing

10   we're going to do is widen that bridge on one

11   side.  The rest of the bridge -- the new bridge

12   is fine like it is.  It matches with this design

13   (indicating), and it just needs to be wider.

14               MR. BRITTENUM:  On which side?

15               MS. KRAUS:  The east side.

16               MR. HUGHES:  The east side,

17   northbound.

18               MR. HAAS:  How is this project funded

19   or going to be?

20               MR. HUGHES:  It's 80 or 90 percent

21   Federal funded.  It's --

22               MS. JONES:  It's 80/20 with NHPP

23   money, National Highway fund money.

24               MR. HUGHES:  Any other questions?
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 1               (No verbal response)

 2               MR. HUGHES:  Well, we'll be around

 3   'til 7:00 o'clock with the plans and the wall

 4   displays.  If you have any other questions, feel

 5   free to ask.  Thank you for coming.

 6               (Whereupon, there were no public

 7   comments after the presentation.)

 8               (Whereupon, the Sign-In Sheets were

 9   marked as Exhibit No. 1 and Comment Cards were

10   marked as Exhibit No. 2 after the close of the

11   meeting.)

12               (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at

13   7:00 p.m.)
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		209						LN		8		16		false		      16      far along the path of the interchange is to have				false

		210						LN		8		17		false		      17      all the ramps, do proper lengths for the ramps				false

		211						LN		8		18		false		      18      prior to the interchange.				false

		212						LN		8		19		false		      19              Along Airways and along Plough, our				false

		213						LN		8		20		false		      20      limits are from Democrat in the south, up to				false

		214						LN		8		21		false		      21      Ketchum.  Up right around here (indicating) is				false

		215						LN		8		22		false		      22      Ketchum in the north.				false

		216						LN		8		23		false		      23              Here's a closer view of the interchange				false

		217						LN		8		24		false		      24      (indicating).  And I wanted to show this to you				false

		218						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		219						LN		9		1		false		       1      just so you can kind of get a better idea of				false

		220						LN		9		2		false		       2      where all the traffic goes.  Kind of get				false

		221						LN		9		3		false		       3      overwhelmed by these big maps.  Just ignore for a				false

		222						LN		9		4		false		       4      second the yellow, and we'll focus just on this				false

		223						LN		9		5		false		       5      middle part (indicating).  This is the normal				false

		224						LN		9		6		false		       6      single point urban interchange.  The blue area				false

		225						LN		9		7		false		       7      there is a 240 bridge, I-240, over Airways.				false

		226						LN		9		8		false		       8      Airways is going to stay in this existing				false

		227						LN		9		9		false		       9      location (indicating).  The existing elevation,				false

		228						LN		9		10		false		      10      we're going to resurface and widen, and build a				false

		229						LN		9		11		false		      11      new bridge over Airways.				false

		230						LN		9		12		false		      12              The great thing about this is that				false

		231						LN		9		13		false		      13      Airways in this area -- excuse me -- 240 in this				false

		232						LN		9		14		false		      14      area is already very, very wide.  It has a very				false

		233						LN		9		15		false		      15      wide median that's separated, so we can do a lot				false

		234						LN		9		16		false		      16      of construction without impacting a lot of				false

		235						LN		9		17		false		      17      traffic in the area along 240.  And all of these				false

		236						LN		9		18		false		      18      ramps (indicating) coming to and from the				false

		237						LN		9		19		false		      19      interstate will all come to the single point				false

		238						LN		9		20		false		      20      traffic signal.				false

		239						LN		9		21		false		      21              Now, the flyover ramp starts over here on				false

		240						LN		9		22		false		      22      the right (indicating).  This is westbound 240,				false

		241						LN		9		23		false		      23      will exit prior to the interchange, have its own				false

		242						LN		9		24		false		      24      ramp, will follow along this ramp (indicating),				false

		243						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		244						LN		10		1		false		       1      and will start to come up to a bridge, and bridge				false

		245						LN		10		2		false		       2      over Airways.  At that point, right in this area				false

		246						LN		10		3		false		       3      (indicating), southbound Airways will exit south				false

		247						LN		10		4		false		       4      -- head south to come to the -- to come to				false

		248						LN		10		5		false		       5      Plough, will exit, come on to this flyover				false

		249						LN		10		6		false		       6      bridge, go over 240.  And at this point here				false

		250						LN		10		7		false		       7      (indicating), eastbound 240 will have exited, and				false

		251						LN		10		8		false		       8      meet, also, all to go to Plough.  And that --				false

		252						LN		10		9		false		       9      this is purely Plough-bound traffic.  No other				false

		253						LN		10		10		false		      10      traffic will be on that ramp unless you're headed				false

		254						LN		10		11		false		      11      the wrong way.				false

		255						LN		10		12		false		      12                  MR. HAAS:  Okay.  Miss?				false

		256						LN		10		13		false		      13                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah?				false

		257						LN		10		14		false		      14                  MR. HAAS:  Any new construction going				false

		258						LN		10		15		false		      15      to be on 240 itself?  I see the -- the blue				false

		259						LN		10		16		false		      16      bridge --				false

		260						LN		10		17		false		      17                  MS. KRAUS:  Yes.				false

		261						LN		10		18		false		      18                  MR. HAAS:  -- back there.				false

		262						LN		10		19		false		      19                  MS. KRAUS:  Uh-huh (affirmative				false

		263						LN		10		20		false		      20      response).				false

		264						LN		10		21		false		      21                  MR. HAAS:  But is that going to be				false

		265						LN		10		22		false		      22      reconstructed or is that going to stay the way it				false

		266						LN		10		23		false		      23      is?				false

		267						LN		10		24		false		      24                  MR. HUGHES:  Presently, I-40 west is				false

		268						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		269						LN		11		1		false		       1      way over here (indicating), and I-40 east is over				false

		270						LN		11		2		false		       2      here (indicating).  This will be new construction				false

		271						LN		11		3		false		       3      in here (indicating), in the middle --				false

		272						LN		11		4		false		       4                  MR. HAAS:  Oh.				false

		273						LN		11		5		false		       5                  MR. HUGHES:  -- and this (indicating)				false

		274						LN		11		6		false		       6      will go away when we put the ramps in.				false

		275						LN		11		7		false		       7                  MR. HAAS:  I see.  So there's --				false

		276						LN		11		8		false		       8      there's not going to be any slow down or				false

		277						LN		11		9		false		       9      interruption in 240 traffic.				false

		278						LN		11		10		false		      10                  MR. HUGHES:  But you're not as close				false

		279						LN		11		11		false		      11      as could be.				false

		280						LN		11		12		false		      12                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.				false

		281						LN		11		13		false		      13                  MR. HUGHES:  A lot -- a lot of it can				false

		282						LN		11		14		false		      14      be built in the median --				false

		283						LN		11		15		false		      15                  MR. HAAS:  Right.				false

		284						LN		11		16		false		      16                  MR. HUGHES:  -- without affecting the				false

		285						LN		11		17		false		      17      -- the --				false

		286						LN		11		18		false		      18                  MR. HAAS:  Right.				false

		287						LN		11		19		false		      19                  MR. HUGHES:  -- traffic.				false

		288						LN		11		20		false		      20                  MR. HAAS:  And -- and then one day				false

		289						LN		11		21		false		      21      you'll just throw the switch, right?				false

		290						LN		11		22		false		      22                  MR. HUGHES:  Well, we'll have to tie				false

		291						LN		11		23		false		      23      it in, and that will cause some construction, but				false

		292						LN		11		24		false		      24      a lot of it can be built without that.				false

		293						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		294						LN		12		1		false		       1                  MR. HAAS:  Yeah.				false

		295						LN		12		2		false		       2                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.  Okay.  This				false

		296						LN		12		3		false		       3      (indicating) is directly below the picture I just				false

		297						LN		12		4		false		       4      showed, just south of it.  Just to get our				false

		298						LN		12		5		false		       5      bearings, this is Nonconnah Creek here				false

		299						LN		12		6		false		       6      (indicating), and here is Democrat Road				false

		300						LN		12		7		false		       7      (indicating).  The airport's still down here				false

		301						LN		12		8		false		       8      (indicating), and then this is where the flyover				false

		302						LN		12		9		false		       9      ramp would be entering this picture (indicating).				false

		303						LN		12		10		false		      10              All of the different directions have come				false

		304						LN		12		11		false		      11      together, and they're going to cross a				false

		305						LN		12		12		false		      12      newly-constructed ramp bridge over Nonconnah				false

		306						LN		12		13		false		      13      Creek, keep heading south, go over a				false

		307						LN		12		14		false		      14      newly-constructed bridge over southbound Airways,				false

		308						LN		12		15		false		      15      and connect in with Plough.				false

		309						LN		12		16		false		      16              Now, at this point (indicating), it's				false

		310						LN		12		17		false		      17      elevated.  Existing Plough is down here				false

		311						LN		12		18		false		      18      (indicating).  So between the two, we'll have a				false

		312						LN		12		19		false		      19      retaining wall for a short period of time, while				false

		313						LN		12		20		false		      20      Plough heads south.  And the visualizations show				false

		314						LN		12		21		false		      21      that -- and we can -- if anybody's curious, we				false

		315						LN		12		22		false		      22      can go over that.  As Plough comes south, they'll				false

		316						LN		12		23		false		      23      start to come together, and they'll meet before				false

		317						LN		12		24		false		      24      this Democrat Road bridge (indicating), and				false

		318						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		319						LN		13		1		false		       1      they'll be at the same elevation.				false

		320						LN		13		2		false		       2              Along Airways south, we're not really				false

		321						LN		13		3		false		       3      doing very much there.  We're resurfacing,				false

		322						LN		13		4		false		       4      cleaning it up.  The reason that we show				false

		323						LN		13		5		false		       5      construction going this far down is this is where				false

		324						LN		13		6		false		       6      the existing ramp bridge is (indicating),				false

		325						LN		13		7		false		       7      currently, and we'll be removing that bridge.				false

		326						LN		13		8		false		       8      We'll be removing this existing ramp				false

		327						LN		13		9		false		       9      (indicating), and this will all just be all				false

		328						LN		13		10		false		      10      that's left (indicating).				false

		329						LN		13		11		false		      11              Now, northbound Plough -- for the most				false

		330						LN		13		12		false		      12      part, in this area (indicating), it doesn't				false

		331						LN		13		13		false		      13      change.  As we come up here (indicating), we do a				false

		332						LN		13		14		false		      14      little bit of cleanup.  Right now, you can exit				false

		333						LN		13		15		false		      15      northbound Plough to head east on 240 at this				false

		334						LN		13		16		false		      16      ramp (indicating).  We're closing that -- that				false

		335						LN		13		17		false		      17      ramp tie-in.  You'll go -- you'll head north, and				false

		336						LN		13		18		false		      18      you'll go through the SPUI like all the other				false

		337						LN		13		19		false		      19      vehicles.  All northbound traffic will continue				false

		338						LN		13		20		false		      20      on, and go through the interchange.				false

		339						LN		13		21		false		      21              Now -- and I know there's been talk about				false

		340						LN		13		22		false		      22      a new bridge here (indicating) over Airways at				false

		341						LN		13		23		false		      23      Nonconnah.  The City of Memphis just replaced the				false

		342						LN		13		24		false		      24      bridge there.  They replaced it -- and I might be				false

		343						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		344						LN		14		1		false		       1      quoting improperly, but because it was				false

		345						LN		14		2		false		       2      structurally deficient, and it needed to be				false

		346						LN		14		3		false		       3      replaced.  They were far along in their design				false

		347						LN		14		4		false		       4      before we got selected to do this design.  They				false

		348						LN		14		5		false		       5      were actually going to construction at that				false

		349						LN		14		6		false		       6      point, and they couldn't pull plug because it				false

		350						LN		14		7		false		       7      needed to be replaced.  We weren't sure how much				false

		351						LN		14		8		false		       8      road we needed.  We weren't sure how wide we				false

		352						LN		14		9		false		       9      needed it.  We weren't sure where we were going				false

		353						LN		14		10		false		      10      to be, so they couldn't change their design.  So				false

		354						LN		14		11		false		      11      -- unfortunately, but -- but okay.  We are				false

		355						LN		14		12		false		      12      widening, and we've been able to widen on one				false

		356						LN		14		13		false		      13      side.  So we've pushed all the widening over to				false

		357						LN		14		14		false		      14      one side, and a small widening on one side of the				false

		358						LN		14		15		false		      15      bridge.  We'll leave the existing bridge in				false

		359						LN		14		16		false		      16      place.				false

		360						LN		14		17		false		      17              Bike tie-ins in this area (indicating)				false

		361						LN		14		18		false		      18      were a little bit tricky.  We are going to have				false

		362						LN		14		19		false		      19      northbound and southbound bike lanes along				false

		363						LN		14		20		false		      20      Airways.  Well, Airways only turns south when you				false

		364						LN		14		21		false		      21      get to this point (indicating).  We'll keep bike				false

		365						LN		14		22		false		      22      lanes all the way southbound Airways until you				false

		366						LN		14		23		false		      23      get to Democrat, but we needed to make a north				false

		367						LN		14		24		false		      24      connection.  So at this point, we're thinking --				false

		368						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		369						LN		15		1		false		       1      we're in the development stage of this -- to have				false

		370						LN		15		2		false		       2      a trail come in this area near Democrat and the				false

		371						LN		15		3		false		       3      ramps (indicating), come through this large				false

		372						LN		15		4		false		       4      grassy area (indicating), come between the				false

		373						LN		15		5		false		       5      protective barriers between this ramp				false

		374						LN		15		6		false		       6      (indicating) and Plough, and tie in at the				false

		375						LN		15		7		false		       7      bridge, and be an on-street bike lane by the time				false

		376						LN		15		8		false		       8      you get to the Airways bridge over Nonconnah.				false

		377						LN		15		9		false		       9              I think that that's all I have on the				false

		378						LN		15		10		false		      10      road.  We're going to talk about noise walls				false

		379						LN		15		11		false		      11      unless you guys want to ask some questions about				false

		380						LN		15		12		false		      12      the road part.  And we can always just break up				false

		381						LN		15		13		false		      13      into small groups, too.				false

		382						LN		15		14		false		      14                  (No verbal response)				false

		383						LN		15		15		false		      15                  MS. KRAUSE:  Do you have a question?				false

		384						LN		15		16		false		      16                  MR. OZMENT:  No questions.  You did a				false

		385						LN		15		17		false		      17      great job there.				false

		386						LN		15		18		false		      18                  MR. OZMENT:  Hey.  I'm Jim Ozment.				false

		387						LN		15		19		false		      19      I'm the director of the environmental division				false

		388						LN		15		20		false		      20      for TDOT.  We have just a few slides to talk				false

		389						LN		15		21		false		      21      about the noise walls in this project, and				false

		390						LN		15		22		false		      22      probably is not going to affect very many of you.				false

		391						LN		15		23		false		      23      You really need to either own property or live in				false

		392						LN		15		24		false		      24      very close proximity up to the interstate right				false

		393						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		394						LN		16		1		false		       1      now to be involved in this.				false

		395						LN		16		2		false		       2              All projects, we do a noise study to see				false

		396						LN		16		3		false		       3      if noise from the interstates are going to impact				false

		397						LN		16		4		false		       4      the -- the residents.  In this particular case,				false

		398						LN		16		5		false		       5      there is an impact.  We can abate that with noise				false

		399						LN		16		6		false		       6      barriers.  In this particular case, it met the				false

		400						LN		16		7		false		       7      qualifications and criteria.				false

		401						LN		16		8		false		       8              We have two things to do.  First of all,				false

		402						LN		16		9		false		       9      we do have to ask the people that own that the				false

		403						LN		16		10		false		      10      properties:  Do you want a wall?  We've actually				false

		404						LN		16		11		false		      11      had a case or two where people said, no, I don't				false

		405						LN		16		12		false		      12      really want that.				false

		406						LN		16		13		false		      13              So part of the balloting -- if you came				false

		407						LN		16		14		false		      14      in and you actually owned property, there was two				false

		408						LN		16		15		false		      15      ballots up there.  We need people to actually say				false

		409						LN		16		16		false		      16      whether they do or do not want the wall.				false

		410						LN		16		17		false		      17              And secondly, we have the opportunity to				false

		411						LN		16		18		false		      18      let the people pick the color and the style of				false

		412						LN		16		19		false		      19      the wall on the side that faces the residents.				false

		413						LN		16		20		false		      20      TDOT always picks the roadside for continuity				false

		414						LN		16		21		false		      21      purposes, but it really doesn't matter to us what				false

		415						LN		16		22		false		      22      form liner is used on the backside.  So whatever				false

		416						LN		16		23		false		      23      is most appealing and applicable to your				false

		417						LN		16		24		false		      24      neighborhood and conditions is the one that we				false

		418						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		419						LN		17		1		false		       1      will -- will go with.  So we also have a ballot				false

		420						LN		17		2		false		       2      for that.  And I'm just going to run through a				false

		421						LN		17		3		false		       3      few slides that basically say that.				false

		422						LN		17		4		false		       4              The barrier on the westbound side, east				false

		423						LN		17		5		false		       5      of Airways -- that'll be the northeast quadrant				false

		424						LN		17		6		false		       6      -- we would put the barrier up near the edge of				false

		425						LN		17		7		false		       7      the right-of-way fence.  Barrier height would be				false

		426						LN		17		8		false		       8      between 8 and 12 feet, and average about 10 feet,				false

		427						LN		17		9		false		       9      and it would most likely be where this red line				false

		428						LN		17		10		false		      10      is (indicating).				false

		429						LN		17		11		false		      11              There's Hillview Village (indicating), I				false

		430						LN		17		12		false		      12      believe is -- no.  Excuse me.  This is Joy Oaks				false

		431						LN		17		13		false		      13      -- Joy Lane, Willow Oaks and Damascus Residential				false

		432						LN		17		14		false		      14      Center along here (indicating), and those are the				false

		433						LN		17		15		false		      15      most impacted, and will be the most benefitted by				false

		434						LN		17		16		false		      16      having a barrier at that particular location.				false

		435						LN		17		17		false		      17              The opposite side of the road on the				false

		436						LN		17		18		false		      18      northwest corner, this barrier location is also				false

		437						LN		17		19		false		      19      up near the right-of-way.  Barrier height would				false

		438						LN		17		20		false		      20      be 10 feet on average.  And this would be from				false

		439						LN		17		21		false		      21      about here to here (indicating).  One thing				false

		440						LN		17		22		false		      22      you'll notice is it's right in a grouping of				false

		441						LN		17		23		false		      23      trees that already exist through there.  A lot of				false

		442						LN		17		24		false		      24      times people don't want to lose their trees, but				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		       1      in this particular case, probably most of those				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		       2      would have to go in order to build a wall 10 foot				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		       3      high.  So this would be to protect the -- the				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		       4      Hillview Village area and residents, some of				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		       5      their community areas out here.				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		       6              The noise levels would be around 66 to 72				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		       7      decibels.  With the barrier built, they would				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		       8      drop to 58 to 63, which is a 7 to 9 decibel				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		       9      reduction, and that's basically true on the other				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		      10      side of the road, also.  So it's about -- little				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		      11      less than half as loud as it would be without the				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		      12      barrier noise reduction.				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		      13              This is about the trees (indicating),				false
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       1                       PUBLIC HEARING



       2                          5:34 p.m.



       3                  MS. LAWRENCE:  I just want to welcome



       4      everyone.  My name is Nichole Lawrence.  I'm



       5      the community relations officer for the TDOT here



       6      in west Tennessee, and we're here tonight to talk



       7      about the Interstate 240 and Airways interchange.



       8              We have representatives from TDOT



       9      Environment, TDOT Design, TDOT Utilities,



      10      right-of-way, our project development office, as



      11      well as our consultants from Kimley-Horn, who



      12      will be handling the presentation tonight.



      13              It's up to y'all.



      14                  MR. HUGHES:  My name is Jerry Hughes.



      15      I'm in the roadway design division.  Kimley-Horn



      16      is designing this project for -- Heather Kraus



      17      will talk a little bit about their design, and



      18      some of the aspects of it.  Then Jim Ozment, from



      19      our environmental division will talk about the



      20      proposed noise walls on the north side of the



      21      interstate, and then we'll open it up to



      22      questions.  Heather?



      23                  MS. KRAUS:  Awesome.  Thank you.



      24      Yeah.  I'm Heather Kraus.  I work with

�
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       1      Kimley-Horn.  We were contracted by TDOT to do



       2      the design.  And I've actually got a couple of



       3      other people on the design team here:  Drake



       4      Danley.  Raise your hand.



       5                  (Whereupon, Mr. Danley raises his



       6      hand.)



       7                  MS. KRAUS:  Katie Godwin.



       8                  (Whereupon, Ms. Godwin raises her



       9      hand.)



      10                  MS. KRAUS:  So if you have, after



      11      this, any kind of questions, they can answer them



      12      just as well as I can.



      13              This is our format.  I don't know if



      14      we'll actually be here until 7:00, but if you



      15      need us to be, to answer questions, we'll be



      16      around.



      17              We're going to do a quick presentation,



      18      and answer questions, and then we can break up



      19      into small groups again, if we need to.



      20              Our project is in the design phase.  It's



      21      in the early design phase where we've made it to



      22      preliminary design, which we call that about 40



      23      percent through design.  And then we'll move into



      24      right-of-way, and then construction.

�

                                                              6







       1              And I got the updated schedule, and it's



       2      subject to change, but -- excuse me --



       3      construction is currently scheduled for mid



       4      '18 -- mid 2018 to start.



       5                  MR. HUGHES:  Depending on funding.



       6                  MS. KRAUS:  Depending on funding.



       7      Okay.  So there's a whole lot of words, and I do



       8      have pictures.  I just want to do a brief



       9      description of what the project is.



      10              We are going to reconstruct the



      11      interchange, in case you didn't know already, at



      12      240 and Airways.  We are going to replace the



      13      entire interchange and the ramps.  We are going



      14      to put in -- it's called a single point urban



      15      interchange, SPUI.  You've seen them all before.



      16      You probably didn't know it was called SPUI.



      17      Walnut Grove and Humphreys; Walnut Grove and



      18      Germantown, any of the interchanges on 385, Hacks



      19      Cross, Forest Hill -- excuse me -- Kirby, any of



      20      those are called SPUIs.



      21              What it is, is you have the main route



      22      elevated, and all of the other movements come to



      23      -- excuse me -- a single point under the



      24      interchange, and it's -- are functioned by one
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       1      traffic signal.



       2              We're also widening along 240.  The area,



       3      I think, now is only six lanes, three in each



       4      direction.  We are going to add a lane.  It'll be



       5      four lanes in each direction throughout the



       6      project area.



       7              And a unique thing that we're doing on



       8      this, we're developing a -- we are -- excuse me



       9      -- we are constructing a flyover.  There's plenty



      10      of flyovers in Memphis, but this will be another



      11      flyover, and it's going to serve all of



      12      Plough-bound traffic.  Any traffic that wants to



      13      get to the airport will take this flyover ramp,



      14      either from eastbound 240 or westbound 240, or



      15      even southbound Airways, will exit, get on to the



      16      flyover ramp, and have a direct connection to



      17      Plough.



      18              And also, along Airways, we are going to



      19      be widening.  But right now it's two, four, five



      20      lanes.  We're going to have three lanes -- three



      21      three-lanes in each direction, multiple left-turn



      22      lanes, and so we're actually adding five lanes



      23      along Airways within the project area.



      24              This is the -- I don't know if y'all can
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       1      see this very well.  Let me adjust this just a



       2      little bit.



       3                  (Whereupon, Ms. Kraus adjusts the



       4      presentation screen.)



       5                  MS. KRAUSE:  Is that better?



       6                  MR. HAAS:  That should -- yeah.  Much



       7      better.  Yeah.



       8                  MS. KRAUS:  It helps to see pictures.



       9      If you can't hear me, just tell me.  I'll yell.



      10              This is the overall project area



      11      (indicating).  Just to get your bearings, north



      12      is up, and to the left is downtown, to the right



      13      is east Memphis.  Down to the bottom right will



      14      be the airport.  And our project limits extend



      15      from end to end.  And the reason it extends so



      16      far along the path of the interchange is to have



      17      all the ramps, do proper lengths for the ramps



      18      prior to the interchange.



      19              Along Airways and along Plough, our



      20      limits are from Democrat in the south, up to



      21      Ketchum.  Up right around here (indicating) is



      22      Ketchum in the north.



      23              Here's a closer view of the interchange



      24      (indicating).  And I wanted to show this to you
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       1      just so you can kind of get a better idea of



       2      where all the traffic goes.  Kind of get



       3      overwhelmed by these big maps.  Just ignore for a



       4      second the yellow, and we'll focus just on this



       5      middle part (indicating).  This is the normal



       6      single point urban interchange.  The blue area



       7      there is a 240 bridge, I-240, over Airways.



       8      Airways is going to stay in this existing



       9      location (indicating).  The existing elevation,



      10      we're going to resurface and widen, and build a



      11      new bridge over Airways.



      12              The great thing about this is that



      13      Airways in this area -- excuse me -- 240 in this



      14      area is already very, very wide.  It has a very



      15      wide median that's separated, so we can do a lot



      16      of construction without impacting a lot of



      17      traffic in the area along 240.  And all of these



      18      ramps (indicating) coming to and from the



      19      interstate will all come to the single point



      20      traffic signal.



      21              Now, the flyover ramp starts over here on



      22      the right (indicating).  This is westbound 240,



      23      will exit prior to the interchange, have its own



      24      ramp, will follow along this ramp (indicating),
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       1      and will start to come up to a bridge, and bridge



       2      over Airways.  At that point, right in this area



       3      (indicating), southbound Airways will exit south



       4      -- head south to come to the -- to come to



       5      Plough, will exit, come on to this flyover



       6      bridge, go over 240.  And at this point here



       7      (indicating), eastbound 240 will have exited, and



       8      meet, also, all to go to Plough.  And that --



       9      this is purely Plough-bound traffic.  No other



      10      traffic will be on that ramp unless you're headed



      11      the wrong way.



      12                  MR. HAAS:  Okay.  Miss?



      13                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah?



      14                  MR. HAAS:  Any new construction going



      15      to be on 240 itself?  I see the -- the blue



      16      bridge --



      17                  MS. KRAUS:  Yes.



      18                  MR. HAAS:  -- back there.



      19                  MS. KRAUS:  Uh-huh (affirmative



      20      response).



      21                  MR. HAAS:  But is that going to be



      22      reconstructed or is that going to stay the way it



      23      is?



      24                  MR. HUGHES:  Presently, I-40 west is
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       1      way over here (indicating), and I-40 east is over



       2      here (indicating).  This will be new construction



       3      in here (indicating), in the middle --



       4                  MR. HAAS:  Oh.



       5                  MR. HUGHES:  -- and this (indicating)



       6      will go away when we put the ramps in.



       7                  MR. HAAS:  I see.  So there's --



       8      there's not going to be any slow down or



       9      interruption in 240 traffic.



      10                  MR. HUGHES:  But you're not as close



      11      as could be.



      12                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.



      13                  MR. HUGHES:  A lot -- a lot of it can



      14      be built in the median --



      15                  MR. HAAS:  Right.



      16                  MR. HUGHES:  -- without affecting the



      17      -- the --



      18                  MR. HAAS:  Right.



      19                  MR. HUGHES:  -- traffic.



      20                  MR. HAAS:  And -- and then one day



      21      you'll just throw the switch, right?



      22                  MR. HUGHES:  Well, we'll have to tie



      23      it in, and that will cause some construction, but



      24      a lot of it can be built without that.
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       1                  MR. HAAS:  Yeah.



       2                  MS. KRAUS:  Yeah.  Okay.  This



       3      (indicating) is directly below the picture I just



       4      showed, just south of it.  Just to get our



       5      bearings, this is Nonconnah Creek here



       6      (indicating), and here is Democrat Road



       7      (indicating).  The airport's still down here



       8      (indicating), and then this is where the flyover



       9      ramp would be entering this picture (indicating).



      10              All of the different directions have come



      11      together, and they're going to cross a



      12      newly-constructed ramp bridge over Nonconnah



      13      Creek, keep heading south, go over a



      14      newly-constructed bridge over southbound Airways,



      15      and connect in with Plough.



      16              Now, at this point (indicating), it's



      17      elevated.  Existing Plough is down here



      18      (indicating).  So between the two, we'll have a



      19      retaining wall for a short period of time, while



      20      Plough heads south.  And the visualizations show



      21      that -- and we can -- if anybody's curious, we



      22      can go over that.  As Plough comes south, they'll



      23      start to come together, and they'll meet before



      24      this Democrat Road bridge (indicating), and
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       1      they'll be at the same elevation.



       2              Along Airways south, we're not really



       3      doing very much there.  We're resurfacing,



       4      cleaning it up.  The reason that we show



       5      construction going this far down is this is where



       6      the existing ramp bridge is (indicating),



       7      currently, and we'll be removing that bridge.



       8      We'll be removing this existing ramp



       9      (indicating), and this will all just be all



      10      that's left (indicating).



      11              Now, northbound Plough -- for the most



      12      part, in this area (indicating), it doesn't



      13      change.  As we come up here (indicating), we do a



      14      little bit of cleanup.  Right now, you can exit



      15      northbound Plough to head east on 240 at this



      16      ramp (indicating).  We're closing that -- that



      17      ramp tie-in.  You'll go -- you'll head north, and



      18      you'll go through the SPUI like all the other



      19      vehicles.  All northbound traffic will continue



      20      on, and go through the interchange.



      21              Now -- and I know there's been talk about



      22      a new bridge here (indicating) over Airways at



      23      Nonconnah.  The City of Memphis just replaced the



      24      bridge there.  They replaced it -- and I might be
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       1      quoting improperly, but because it was



       2      structurally deficient, and it needed to be



       3      replaced.  They were far along in their design



       4      before we got selected to do this design.  They



       5      were actually going to construction at that



       6      point, and they couldn't pull plug because it



       7      needed to be replaced.  We weren't sure how much



       8      road we needed.  We weren't sure how wide we



       9      needed it.  We weren't sure where we were going



      10      to be, so they couldn't change their design.  So



      11      -- unfortunately, but -- but okay.  We are



      12      widening, and we've been able to widen on one



      13      side.  So we've pushed all the widening over to



      14      one side, and a small widening on one side of the



      15      bridge.  We'll leave the existing bridge in



      16      place.



      17              Bike tie-ins in this area (indicating)



      18      were a little bit tricky.  We are going to have



      19      northbound and southbound bike lanes along



      20      Airways.  Well, Airways only turns south when you



      21      get to this point (indicating).  We'll keep bike



      22      lanes all the way southbound Airways until you



      23      get to Democrat, but we needed to make a north



      24      connection.  So at this point, we're thinking --
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       1      we're in the development stage of this -- to have



       2      a trail come in this area near Democrat and the



       3      ramps (indicating), come through this large



       4      grassy area (indicating), come between the



       5      protective barriers between this ramp



       6      (indicating) and Plough, and tie in at the



       7      bridge, and be an on-street bike lane by the time



       8      you get to the Airways bridge over Nonconnah.



       9              I think that that's all I have on the



      10      road.  We're going to talk about noise walls



      11      unless you guys want to ask some questions about



      12      the road part.  And we can always just break up



      13      into small groups, too.



      14                  (No verbal response)



      15                  MS. KRAUSE:  Do you have a question?



      16                  MR. OZMENT:  No questions.  You did a



      17      great job there.



      18                  MR. OZMENT:  Hey.  I'm Jim Ozment.



      19      I'm the director of the environmental division



      20      for TDOT.  We have just a few slides to talk



      21      about the noise walls in this project, and



      22      probably is not going to affect very many of you.



      23      You really need to either own property or live in



      24      very close proximity up to the interstate right
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       1      now to be involved in this.



       2              All projects, we do a noise study to see



       3      if noise from the interstates are going to impact



       4      the -- the residents.  In this particular case,



       5      there is an impact.  We can abate that with noise



       6      barriers.  In this particular case, it met the



       7      qualifications and criteria.



       8              We have two things to do.  First of all,



       9      we do have to ask the people that own that the



      10      properties:  Do you want a wall?  We've actually



      11      had a case or two where people said, no, I don't



      12      really want that.



      13              So part of the balloting -- if you came



      14      in and you actually owned property, there was two



      15      ballots up there.  We need people to actually say



      16      whether they do or do not want the wall.



      17              And secondly, we have the opportunity to



      18      let the people pick the color and the style of



      19      the wall on the side that faces the residents.



      20      TDOT always picks the roadside for continuity



      21      purposes, but it really doesn't matter to us what



      22      form liner is used on the backside.  So whatever



      23      is most appealing and applicable to your



      24      neighborhood and conditions is the one that we
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       1      will -- will go with.  So we also have a ballot



       2      for that.  And I'm just going to run through a



       3      few slides that basically say that.



       4              The barrier on the westbound side, east



       5      of Airways -- that'll be the northeast quadrant



       6      -- we would put the barrier up near the edge of



       7      the right-of-way fence.  Barrier height would be



       8      between 8 and 12 feet, and average about 10 feet,



       9      and it would most likely be where this red line



      10      is (indicating).



      11              There's Hillview Village (indicating), I



      12      believe is -- no.  Excuse me.  This is Joy Oaks



      13      -- Joy Lane, Willow Oaks and Damascus Residential



      14      Center along here (indicating), and those are the



      15      most impacted, and will be the most benefitted by



      16      having a barrier at that particular location.



      17              The opposite side of the road on the



      18      northwest corner, this barrier location is also



      19      up near the right-of-way.  Barrier height would



      20      be 10 feet on average.  And this would be from



      21      about here to here (indicating).  One thing



      22      you'll notice is it's right in a grouping of



      23      trees that already exist through there.  A lot of



      24      times people don't want to lose their trees, but
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       1      in this particular case, probably most of those



       2      would have to go in order to build a wall 10 foot



       3      high.  So this would be to protect the -- the



       4      Hillview Village area and residents, some of



       5      their community areas out here.



       6              The noise levels would be around 66 to 72



       7      decibels.  With the barrier built, they would



       8      drop to 58 to 63, which is a 7 to 9 decibel



       9      reduction, and that's basically true on the other



      10      side of the road, also.  So it's about -- little



      11      less than half as loud as it would be without the



      12      barrier noise reduction.



      13              This is about the trees (indicating),



      14      that there would be some tree removal.  So we



      15      have to understand that portion of it.



      16              And then, this also goes back to we have



      17      the two ballots that we need people to fill out



      18      if you're going to be one of those nearby



      19      residents in this area.



      20                  MR. HAAS:  Questions?



      21                  MR. OZMENT:  Yes.



      22                  MR. HAAS:  Were you able to determine



      23      or did anyone pursue this avenue of what



      24      reduction in decibel level would be accomplished
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       1      by leaving the trees where they are?  In other



       2      words, what good are the trees as far as they



       3      serve?



       4                  MR. OZMENT:  How good are trees at



       5      being a noise barrier?



       6                  MR. HAAS:  Yes.



       7                  MR. OZMENT:  Not very good at all.



       8                  MR. HAAS:  Really?  Okay.



       9                  MR. OZMENT:  Really.  Most science



      10      says it takes a 100-foot thickness of trees to



      11      drop the decibel level by three decibels --



      12                  MR. HAAS:  Uh-huh (affirmative



      13      response).



      14                  MR. OZMENT:  -- and three is about



      15      the difference that your human ear can determine



      16      just barely changing.  So it's not a very big or



      17      distinct change.  Some people that live next to



      18      it will tell you differently, but that's not what



      19      the science shows.  And so we don't -- unless



      20      there's a very large and thick growth, it's --



      21      it's probably -- distance is the best at



      22      reduction.  Short of that, it's the walls



      23      themselves because the either reflect or absorb



      24      it, and that's a fact, to keep the noise back.
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       1      That answer your question?



       2                  MR. HAAS:  It does.



       3                  MR. OZMENT:  Okay.  We have three



       4      different -- or three or four different patterns



       5      you pick from.  As I said, this one is called



       6      Ashlar Stone, and kind of has this rectangular



       7      look to it.  I think some of this may be already



       8      on the roadsides here in Memphis.



       9              This is a -- more of a rustic Ashlar



      10      Stone, which they're randomly shaped but still a



      11      fairly small stone pattern.



      12              Lastly, there's a random cut -- random



      13      cut stone, which is much more, I guess -- well,



      14      it's called random.  It's -- it's a more



      15      symmetrical pattern, and a lot of people like



      16      this.



      17              And then there's -- like, the one on 240



      18      is already down here near -- near Perkins, I



      19      believe.  It's the one that's just flat concrete



      20      without a stone pattern in it, and that would be



      21      called a V-groove.



      22              And we can also allow you to pick between



      23      the colors, whether you'd like it to be grey or



      24      some earth tone type, like sand or something of
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       1      that nature.



       2              So the second page of this allows you to



       3      pick which one of those patterns you would like



       4      and which color you would.  So we eventually just



       5      take all that, add it up, and the winner is



       6      whatever, and that's what we will submit.



       7              So that's basically it for us.  Please



       8      fill out the comment forms.



       9                  MR. HUGHES:  Yeah.  We've got comment



      10      cards that you should have received when you came



      11      in.  We have a court reporter.  You can make



      12      comments there.  You can fill out the comment



      13      card.  A lot of times you might say something to



      14      the court reporter, and you get home and remember



      15      something you didn't think about earlier, so a



      16      comment card is good for that.  So we want your



      17      input, as we do make changes and adjustments



      18      based on input at these meetings.  Does anybody



      19      have any questions?



      20                  MS. JONES:  Jerry, don't we request



      21      that they get them in within 21 days of this --



      22                  MR. HUGHES:  Yes.  I think that's the



      23      current time period.



      24                  MS. JONES:  Twenty-one days from the
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       1      public meeting --



       2                  MR. HUGHES:  Yes.



       3                  MS. JONES:  -- to get your comment



       4      cards into us.  We'd appreciate that.



       5                  MR. HUGHES:  Yes, sir?



       6                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes, sir.  What will



       7      happen to the existing exit to Airways going



       8      west?



       9                  MR. HUGHES:  Let's get back to the



      10      layout.



      11                  MR. HAAS:  Is that headed north on



      12      Airways maybe, and then headed west on 240?



      13                  MR. HUGHES:  Are you talking about



      14      the 240 exit?



      15                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.



      16                  MR. HUGHES:  Right now it goes up



      17      that way (indicating).  It'll be pulled in, then



      18      go to here (indicating).



      19                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Southbound.



      20      Southbound.



      21                  MR. HUGHES:  Oh.  Southbound?



      22                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.



      23                  MR. HUGHES:  Oh, okay.  The



      24      flyover --
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       1                  MS. KRAUS:  About right here



       2      (indicating)?



       3                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Yes.  The existing



       4      one.



       5                  MR. HUGHES:  That's coming out.



       6                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Okay.  And will that



       7      be landscaped and all that, recaptured or



       8      whatever you call it?



       9                  MS. KRAUS:  All pavement removed will



      10      be sodded.



      11                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Pardon?



      12                  MS. KRAUS:  Sodded.



      13                  MR. HUGHES:  Yeah.  All that pavement



      14      will come out.  Yeah.  All of the area not with



      15      the light grey or yellow-green, all that pavement



      16      will come out, and it'll be grass.



      17                  MR. BRITTENUM:  And this new



      18      alignment -- the new alignment bypasses the new



      19      bridge, correct?



      20                  MR. HUGHES:  Talking about this



      21      (indicating)?



      22                  MR. BRITTENUM:  The new Airways



      23      bridge.



      24                  MR. HUGHES:  Okay.
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       1                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Headed south.  Yes.



       2      Yes.



       3                  MR. HUGHES:  What do you mean



       4      "bypass"?



       5                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Well, does it use the



       6      -- does the new alignment use the new bridge?



       7                  MR. HUGHES:  Oh, yes.  Yes.



       8                  MR. BRITTENUM:  Okay.



       9                  MR. HUGHES:  Yes.  The only thing



      10      we're going to do is widen that bridge on one



      11      side.  The rest of the bridge -- the new bridge



      12      is fine like it is.  It matches with this design



      13      (indicating), and it just needs to be wider.



      14                  MR. BRITTENUM:  On which side?



      15                  MS. KRAUS:  The east side.



      16                  MR. HUGHES:  The east side,



      17      northbound.



      18                  MR. HAAS:  How is this project funded



      19      or going to be?



      20                  MR. HUGHES:  It's 80 or 90 percent



      21      Federal funded.  It's --



      22                  MS. JONES:  It's 80/20 with NHPP



      23      money, National Highway fund money.



      24                  MR. HUGHES:  Any other questions?
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       1                  (No verbal response)



       2                  MR. HUGHES:  Well, we'll be around



       3      'til 7:00 o'clock with the plans and the wall



       4      displays.  If you have any other questions, feel



       5      free to ask.  Thank you for coming.



       6                  (Whereupon, there were no public



       7      comments after the presentation.)



       8                  (Whereupon, the Sign-In Sheets were



       9      marked as Exhibit No. 1 and Comment Cards were



      10      marked as Exhibit No. 2 after the close of the



      11      meeting.)



      12                  (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at



      13      7:00 p.m.)
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