TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PUBLIC MEETING
July 21, 2016

Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence in Reporting
Jennifer Short, LCR
Associate Reporter

Chattanooga (423)266-2332 Jackson (731)425-1222
Knoxville (865)329-9919 Nashville (615)595-0073 Memphis (901)522-4477
www.elitereportingservices.com




© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

e i o i
h W N P O

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Tennessee Department of Transportation

NEPA/ Desi gn Public Meeting
Campbel | , d ai borne Counti es

SR- 63 W deni ng Projects

July 21, 2016
5:00 p. m

Val |l ey View El enentary Schoo
1187 A d M ddl esboro Hi ghway
LaFollette, TN 37766

ELI TE REPORTI NG SERVI CES
www. el i t ereporti ngservices.com

Jennifer D. Short, LCR, CCR, Associ ate Reporter

Knoxvil |l e, Tennessee
(865) 329-9919

Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919

www. El i t eReporti ngServices. com



http://www.elitereportingservices.com/

© o0 N o o0 b~ w NP

e e =
A W N B O

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

* * *

PUBLI C COMMVENTS

MR SKIDMORE: M first name is Jeff,
J-E-F-F, last nane Skidnore, S-K-I-DMORE MW
comments woul d be about project 4 along -- from
H ghway 25 down Hi ghway 63, from what | understand,
about six mles.

Now, first question is, what are they
going to do about the farm equi pnent that's being
tranned by the farners and their tractors along the
shoul der of the road? Right now, | see several --
soneti mes several a day. But during the grow ng
season, farm ng season, it's nost every day there's
a tractor goes by pulling sonething. |If they nake
it down to just 6-foot shoul ders, sone of that
equi pnment is going to be sticking out in the
roadway. That's one thing.

Second one is, it's ny understanding
if you' ve got a turn |lane and you can't pass on that
turn lane, then for this -- nearly this whole six
mles when you turn off to where it ends, you won't
be able to pass anybody. So if you get behind a
tractor or a slow truck or sonething real slow, you

can't legally pass in a center turn |l ane. That was
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poi nted out to nme by sonebody else. That's not an
original idea.

| guess the other thing is nore
personal. M property is on -- would be the north
side of the highway and it sits in a fairly | ow
spot. And when it rains heavy, the water fromthe
field next to ne and the water from back behind ne
runs down and it runs to the culvert and down to the
ditch Iine along the highway the way it is. And
it's fine right now, but I've only got nmaybe a foot
or so of elevation between ny basenent garage fl oor
and where the drainpipe goes that | ran to run the
wat er out to the highway drainage.

I f they change the drainage pattern
of the highway, |'mconcerned that it m ght affect
nmy basenent and cause it to be flooded during
peri ods of heavy rain. Wn't flood the house, but
it wll get into the basenent. And |I've witten
letters and sent e-nmails about this already, so it
shoul d be on record.

The only other thing | would say is |
i ke the highway the way it is, as far as a good
road to travel. You' ve got plenty of straight
pl aces. People that want to go fast can pass you.

| f you want to go the speed |imt, they can get

Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919
www. El i t eReporti ngServices. com

17
17:
17
17
17:
17
17:
17
17
17:
17
17
17:
17:
17
17:
17:
17
17:
17:
17
17:
17:
17
17:

09: 44
09: 45
09: 47
09: 52
09: 57
10: 03
10: 06
10:10
10: 13
10: 19
10: 24
10: 28
10: 29
10: 31
10: 36
10: 39
10: 44
10: 48
10:51
10: 52
10: 56
11: 00
11: 05
11: 08
11: 11


http://www.elitereportingservices.com/

© 00 N o 0o A~ W N P

N NN N NN P R P R R R PR Rk
o A W N P O © ©® N O o M W N P O

around you. |If | were going to change anything
about it, | would put in passing |anes every so
often, find an area where you've got plenty of room
won't affect people's driveways or property, put a
passing |ane. Put two or three of them going one
direction to east, put two or three of them going
west. You' ve already got one west not far from
where | live. And | guess that's about it. Spend

t he noney on keeping the road you al ready have in

good shape. Interstates need it around here.

M5. ONENS: Marshall and Mary Onens.
And she just told us that they plan to build a
retaining wall in front of our house rather than
t ake our house, which they had told us before that

our house woul d go.

MR. OAENS: |'m hoping that's what
t hey go do.

M5. OAENS: How | ong ago was that?

MR OANENS: Ten years ago, 20 years
ago.

M5. OAENS: Wenever they had their
neeting before up in Caiborne County. So all's
well with the world right nowwth us if that's

true.
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MR. OAENS: We're getting too old to
nove, build, or whatever, you know.

M5. OVNENS: As long as that's what's
happeni ng, we are just happy.

MR. OAENS: Yeah. |If they do what
they said they was going to do, that would be fine
with us till we die. Then they can do what they
want to do.

M5. ONENS: But that's all we have to
say.

MR. OVNENS: But we are glad that

t hey' re not taking our house, believe nme, so that's

good.
* * *
MR NAG: Hi, good evening. And
first of all, thank you very nuch for com ng out
tonight. | knowit's hot outside and I know it's

getting hot here in the gymasi um and we know you
guys are very busy, so we really appreciate you
com ng out here tonight.

My nane is Mark Nagi. |'mthe
Community Relations Oficer for Region 1 of
Tennessee's Departnent of Transportation. W're

here tonight at Valley View El enentary School to
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di scuss the proposed Canpbell and C ai borne County
State Route 63 w deni ng projects.

The neeting is being held to provide
the public an opportunity to provide comments
regardi ng these proposed w deni ng projects and for
TDOT representatives to answer questions and provide
i nformati on.

Joining us tonight fromthe Tennessee
Departnment of Transportation are TDOT Regi onal
Director and Assistant Chief Engi neer Steve Borden.
TDOT Director of Project Devel opnent in Region 1,
Danny diver.

From TDOT' s Design division are
Christie Brown, Stacy Waver, Randy Plummer, Jay
Morgan, Henry Ried, Mke Russell, David Jordan, WMark
Parish, Stephanie Wallis, Louna Koeut, Aubin Fow er,
Suzanne Thonson, Al ex Keelty.

From TDOT' s Right of Way division are
John Barrett, Phil Addi son, Bon Wodson, David
WIlianms, Steve Head, Denise Hagler, Cory Sharrock,
Sheena Foster, Caleb Underwood, Tina Newran, and
Justin MG 1.

From TDOT' s Envi ronnental D vision,
director Jim Oznent, also Holly Cantrell and Ethan

Sat ur day.
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From TDOT Strategic Planning are
M chael Gl bert, Caleb Smith, and David Coggin.

From TDOT Consul tant Thonpson
Engi neering are Sharon Braden, Johnny Carr, Jeff
M ddl ebr ooks, and Randy Brown.

From TDOT Consul tant Pal mer
Engineering is Brian Lee and al so Todd Kenp.

Comng up in just a couple of
m nutes, we'll have a short presentation. Follow ng
the presentation, we'll have TDOT representatives
scattered throughout the gymmasiumin front of the
di spl ays to answer any questions that you may have.

Once again, this is a NEPA Design
Public Meeting, which nmeans you have a few different
ways to get your comments on the record. W have
two court reporters present, one in the front of the
room and one in the back of the room They will be
recording all public comments that are nmade at this
neeting. They're also available follow ng the
publ i c question-and-answer session to take down all
your conments privately if that is sonething that
you woul d prefer

Al so, as you wal ked in and signed in,
you noticed we had comment cards and pens. You can

wite down your comrents and hand themin to us
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toni ght, or you can take the cards hone and send
t hem back to us. You have 21 days fromtoday to do
that, if you do choose to send themin.

In addition, follow ng the
presentation, we'll set aside a few mnutes for a
publ i ¢ questi on-and-answer session if anyone has any
general questions about the project that they would
li ke to have answered. |f you have specific
guesti ons about the project, once again, we'll have
TDOT representatives at all the displays throughout
the gymmasium after tonight's presentation.

Before we go any further, 1'Il ask
are there any nenbers of the nedia in attendance
t oni ght ?

(No response.)

MR NAG: Ckay. At this tinme, 1'd
like to ask all elected public officials to please
stand, say your nane, and the office that they
represent.

MR PONERS: Hello, |I'm Dennis Powers
and I'mthe state representative for Canpbell,

Ander son, and Union County, and glad to be here
tonight. | renenber when the road was first being
-- the project was first being envisioned back in

the late 1970s, so we're happy to be here and happy
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to see everything going through.

MR. SEXTON: |'mstate representative
Jerry Sexton. | cover O aiborne, Gainger, and part
of Union County. And we're just grateful for the
good work that TDOT does, and we | ook forward to
seeing this project finished.

MR NAG: Are there any other
el ected officials wth us tonight?

(No response.)

MR NAG: Ckay. Well, with that

being said, I'lIl turn things over to TDOI's Jim

Oznment, who will begin tonight's presentation. Jim
MR. OZMENT: Good evening. |I'mJim

Ozment. | amthe Director of the Environnenta

Division for TDOT. W do all the environnental
studi es portion of the project in advance of noving
into design and construction.

Just to let you know, this is not the
first tinme that we've been here. W were here in
2009. &o back through a little bit. W were here
in 2009 for a public hearing to tal k about the
project at that tinme. It was a little bit different
than it is now, which is why we're wanting to cone
back.

A |l ot of what happens in the
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environmental division is trying to get in and find
and ferret out the problens that we would encounter,
whet her they be environnmental, social, right of way.
We're | ooking up front to see how the road

i nprovenents woul d affect people either positively
or negatively. So that's our role in project

devel oprment, primarily.

We gathered a |lot of information back
then and that's been, in fact, used and i ncorporated
into the current design changes, and |I'll tal k about
that a little bit nore in a mnute.

In 2012 -- you m ght wonder why we
nmet here last in 2009. Well, in 2012, the
departnent stopped a |l ot of their projects across
the state to take another | ook at them Finances
were getting pretty tight. W needed to find a way
to be sure that we could deliver projects to people
t hat they needed now, instead of potentially
projects that would benefit for a great nunber of
years into the future. So what we're | ooking at are
ways to deliver things that are affordable, and yet
are extrenely inportant to the community in a tinely
manner .

So we had to go back and | ook and see

where we coul d change that, and that goes back to
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how we' ve changed the design of this a little bit.
So in 2015, that initiative was ended, and here we
are in of July "16 to talk about that and tell you a
l[ittle bit nore.

The way things typically go in a
project is there is a planning phase where everybody
tries to decide what's a good idea. And building a
road or widening the road fromLaFollette to
Harrogate is the extent of the project, the entire
| ength through there. After that, it's best to
start with the design. |t noves into environnental.
And then it noves kind of back to design so that
t hey can do sone nore formal type of work.

In this particul ar case, though,
because the design changed and the environnental was
not conpleted, we're going to have to go back
t hrough and continue to do sone additi onal
environnental work on this. So we're working in
conjunction with the design group to ensure that
this neets everyone's needs.

Then after that's done, the project
woul d nove to right of way, where right of way, if
there was any need, it would be purchased, and then
fromthere to construction

The original plan, it was a little
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bit different than what we're tal king about. W

tal ked about com ng out of LaFollette at the end of
the five-lane and extending it to Wodson. And then
we were going to nove from Wodson Lane with a
four-1lane divided roadway. That was a -- had a

48-f oot nedi an and about a 250-, maybe even a
300-foot wide right of way, which was quite
extensive. That also had a lot of right of way

i npacts for businesses and hones that were al ong

t hat path.

The easternnost portion of that
project as it was designed then was either a couple
of different alternatives. One of themwas to run
the five -- or the four-lane all the way into 25,
and the other one was to transition it fromfive to
three to two. Again, that was the original concept
t hat was studied back in '09.

At this point, what you're seeing
around the wall today is an extension of the road
fromthe five-lane at LaFollette to sonewhere near
Hal | Lane. That still hasn't been determ ned, but
i nstead of having the four-lane and five-lane, it
woul d be running the five-lane section the whol e way
out through there.

That woul d reduce the right of way
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t akes considerably and pull the right of way back
to, in many instances, where we're already within
our own right of way. It would also fix sone
i nt erchanges al ong the way and how the roads are
connected. Again, | can't show you probably here.
It's nmuch better if you can just wal k around the
room and take a | ook and ask questions about your
specific areas of interest.

But from somewhere near Hall Lane to
Ad Town Creek, there's a -- we're studying that
right now to decide what's best to do wth that,
whether it would be to delete it, to nove it to a
three-lane, or to potentially the five-lane. But it
| ooks like it would be reasonable to potentially
nove it to the three-lane type of a section.

And then fromthere, on into US 25 at
Harrogate to take it as a three-lane all the way in
through there. So in essence, if you think about
it, it drops frominstead of having a four-I|ane
through a | arge percentage of that to a five-I ane
and a three-I|ane.

Sonme of the reasoning for that cane
fromthe public comments that we received fromy' al
at the end of the last neeting. Were, when you had

a four-lane, there was a | ot of concerns from
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busi nesses about, well, where would the nedian
cutovers be, and, what if it's not across fromny
house or across fromny business, how wi || that
affect ne?

Fi ve-| ane section, you have an
opportunity to turn, it's a nuch safer type of a
roadway when you're doing that, ability to make that
turn anywhere you need to up and down through there
and get you out of the travel lane. So that's the
reason for that -- or one of the reasons for that.

So what of the benefits of the new
design? W believe that obviously it's going to
reduce the right of way inpacts by bringing a good
deal of this project back within our current right
of way limts and not having to purchase nearly as
much on the eastern end. | believe we're conpletely
Wi thin our own right of way with this segnent over
here. There's sonme anount of right of way that
woul d be needed on the other sections.

So if we reduce the right of way,
obvi ously we reduce residential and business inpact
and takes to that. At the sane tinme, it reduces
envi ronnental inpacts, |ike inpacts to streans or
wet | ands or anything el se that we m ght happen to

run into up and down through there.
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By reducing the cost of the project
froma four-lane to a five-lane, it also allows us
to be able to fund that quicker and get that project
to delivery, you know, in a shorter anmount of tine.
And ultimately, faster delivery equals the greater
safety for you and the driving community. So that
is sone of the eventual design benefits that we
bel i eve.

In environnental, one of the things
that we have to look at -- well, it's a nunmber of
t hings that we have to look at it, but it goes
t hrough things |ike streans, historic structures,
archaeol ogi cal sites, we look for all that. But we
did that on the wider right of way back in 2009
tinme.

W really didn't find a | ot of
environmental inpacts that would be significant.
And now with the reduced inpacts for the right of
way, it should be that or less in nost instances.
So -- but we have to go back and go through all of
this again to basically update these types of
st udi es.

So what are the next steps? Well, we
have to conpl ete an environnmental inpact study. W

are not sure if we're not going to be able to reduce
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that. We're in negotiations kind of with Federal

Hi ghway Adm ni stration, which oversees our noney, at
this point totry to get that |evel of
docunentati on, sonething that can go faster for us.
We're going to incorporate the public comments from
tonight into that docunent so that we're -- we have
your input as to what you think about this.

And that's an inportant part of us
convi nci ng the Federal H ghway of the right
direction to go, is how does the public feel about
this. So don't think that your voices aren't heard.
They were heard last tine and they will be
i ncorporated this tine.

If there's any design nodifications
based on what we hear fromy'all, then we will go
ahead and try to incorporate those into the new
design, finalize our design, before we can start
ri ght of way, and then of course acquire right of
way, and then fund -- schedul e and fund the project
itself.

The environnental team which
consists of the Region 1 Design Goup that we're
working with here out of Knoxville, the
Environnmental division, which is primarily | ocated

in Nashville, and Kim ey-Horn Consultants, which
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will be our partner in hel ping us conplete that,
t hat wor k.

So at this tine, I'd like to
introduce Christie Brown. She will tell you about
the rest of the project here.

M5. BROAWN: Thank you, Jim \What |'m
going to dois, I'mgoing to talk nmainly about what
you guys see here tonight in front of you. This is
a map that was al so outside sone of you may have
seen when you actually signed in. It shows the four
projects that we are | ooking at tonight, what we
have di splays for and prelimnary plans.

And we' ve col or-coded around the
room The red is project nunber 1. And it goes
fromthe LaFollette U ban Boundary, which is down
where the five-lane actually transitions down to
two. | think there's the Food Lion there, Mer's
Lane. And it goes up to Wodson Drive and Frontier.

The bl ue project, project nunber 2,
pi cks up there at Wodson and Frontier and goes to
t he Canpbell and C ai borne County Line.

Project nunber 3, the green project
you see, picks up at the Canpbel |/ ai borne County
i ne and goes up near Hall Lane.

And t hen project nunber 4, the
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purple, picks up a little bit west of Ad Town Creek
and goes up to State Route 32, or US 25E.

So as Mark nentioned, who is here
tonight, this is the design team There are several
of us here fromthe Regional 1 office out on
Strawberry Plains, and we al so have representatives
from Thonpson Engi neering and Pal ner Engi neeri ng.

So projects 1, 2, and 3, I'"'mgoing to
| unp those all together. \Were project nunber 1
ends, project nunber 2 starts. \Were project nunber
2 ends, project nunber 3 starts. And they're al
very simlar.

So project nunber 1, 2, and 3, again,
that is basically a 15-mle stretch of State Route
63. And it starts there, comng out of LaFollette,
all the way up to Hall Lane in C ai borne County.

And this may be difficult to see up here on this
screen, so | would refer all you guys to your
handout. The typical section can all be found in
your handouts for all three projects in the inside
t here.

For projects 1, 2, and 3, we are
proposing a five-lane roadway. You w |l have
12-foot travel lanes, two in each direction, with a

12-foot center turn lane. W also are proposing
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12-foot shoul ders. Through that 15-mle stretch,
there will be sonme various intersection inprovenents
at side roads.

One thing to note about -- within
proj ect nunber 1, we are proposing a couple new
traffic signals. W're proposing one at State Route
63 at Myers Lane, which is right there at the
begi nni ng where Food Lion is, and anot her one at
State Route 63 and M ddl esboro Road and W dwood
Crcle.

At the intersection of State Route 63
and A d M ddl esboro H ghway, we're actually
proposi ng some realignment of that intersection. |
think there's an existing signal there now It wll
be signalized, but we are realigning that
i ntersection.

Project nunber 4, which is over here,
the purple project, goes fromwest of Ad Town Creek
to State Route 32, US 25E, in O aiborne County and
now Harrogate. |[It's approximately six mles in
that. This typical -- this roadway was a little bit
different than projects 1, 2, and 3. And again,

"Il refer you guys to your handout if you can't see
this on the screen.

W will again have 12-foot travel
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| anes, one in each direction, and we'll have a
12-foot center turn line. At sone |locations, the
center turn lane may go into a truck-clinbing | ane
or a passing lane. But it will be a three-Ilane
secti on.

Through that section, instead of
12-f oot shoul ders, we're going to have proposed
6-f oot shoul ders, and we are proposing a 10-foot
shared-use path that goes from Londonderry Road to
HY Livesay M ddle School. W' ve coordinated with
the city of Harrogate on that.

So nowl'mreally going to spend sone
time tal ki ng about the displays, what you guys are
| ooking at. | think all of you guys have | ooked at
sone of the displays, maybe not all. The
representatives from TDOT and Thonpson and Pal ner
will all be there to answer any questions, but there
Is a couple things I want to point out.

If you see a purple dashed line --
this purple dashed Iine here, that's the existing
right of way line. And the other thing | wanted to
poi nt out, this proposed guardrail. Just sone
things, if you' re |ooking at these displays, so you
know what they are.

If you see a yellow line with
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little-bitty yellow circles up on one side of it,
that's a proposed guardrail. These blue, those
lines right here, those are existing drai nage
structures, whether they're box culverts or pipes.
We have sone that we are extendi ng because we're
wi deni ng the road.

And notice that you don't see the
existing road on these displays. Al you see is the
bl ack. That's because the proposed road i s going
over the existing. W're w dening along the
existing. The alignnment of the road is not
changi ng.

Somet hing el se to point out, proposed
right of way. W are trying to mnimze proposed
right of way on projects 1, 2, and 3. Currently, on
project 4, we're not showi ng any proposed right of
way. This heavy red line -- and it should be
| abel ed as proposed right of way.

So when you |l ook at the map, and if
you see that near your property, we would be
acquiring what woul d be between the proposed heavy
red line and this dashed purple line. That would be
the area that we need to acquire. Now, these plans
we are presenting tonight are prelimnary. W wl|

go back and we will incorporate comments that are
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received tonight. Qur goal is to mnimze any
i npacts we can.

So please |let us know your comments,
fill out a coment card, talk to the court reporter.
That is why we're here.

This type of gray type of shading is

dri veways. Several of you may not -- we may not be
acquiring right of way, but we will be tying in your
dri veway whil e wi dening the roadway, so we wll have

to do some work on your driveway to tie that in,

There's also sone -- a different kind
of dashed red |ine down here that sonme of you guys
may see. That's a proposed construction easenent,
that is probably that we will pay for. And it
allows us to get on that property to do construction
on the road.

This is actually on project 4, just
one thing | want to point out. This green type of
shading right here, that represents the shared use
path. Like |I nentioned, we are proposing a section
of shared use path as 10-foot w de from Londonderry
down to HY Livesay M ddle School.

This heavy yellow line right here is
a proposed retaining wall. W do have several, and

that's mainly to mnimze inpacts along the project.
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So it's been said several tines, but
your guys' comrents are very inportant to us. That
is why we're here. So we strongly encourage you
guys to fill out your conment cards, drop them off
toni ght, or take themhonme with you. And you have
21 days to mail themin, or you can talk verbally
with the court reporters and they' Il take it down.

So at this tinme, we just want to
t hank you guys for your attendance. And there is
sone contact nanes up here. M. Danny diver, who
is the Region 1 Director of Project Devel opnent, and
M. JimOQznent, who is the Director of the TDOT
Environnmental Division. Thank you.

MR NAG: Ckay. Wat we're going to
do nowis, we've got a few m nutes for sone genera
guestions about the project. If you have any
general questions you'd |like to ask, please raise
your hand and I'Il cone up to you.

If you could, please state your nane
and your address for the record.

MR. RUSSELL: Leroy Zeke Russell. |
was born and raised in this area. And ny question
iIs, this nice road, going up and down the road,
whi ch we needed, versus the old road that | grew up

on, we have a town of LaFollette that has two state
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routes already going into it. And the working
people in this area, it takes at least 10 to 12
hours to do an 8-hour shift. 1've done it for 40
years.

And to go through LaFollette during
the rush hour, it's anywhere -- fromhere to the
interstate, it's anywhere from20 m nutes to an hour
and a half. And howin the world can any TDOT or
any other person justify building this five-Iane
super road where we can drive 70 and 80 m | es an
hour down to LaFollette where it's going to be a
dead-end street, dunping all this traffic? Wuat's
the plan to do with all the traffic once we go to
LaFol | ette?

To ne, this whole project is a slap
in the face to the working people of this area. I'm
tal ki ng about the people -- young, 20, 30, and 40
years old. M working days is about over. But how
can you justify even thinking about building a
better road?

| mean, we have a very serious
problem but it's not this road. The problemis
LaFol lette. Wiy don't we take all of the noney back
up and decide to bypass LaFollette? That's what we

need. W don't need no interstate up and down this
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valley. | nean, if you do nmeke it a road that goes
-- that can't go to anywhere. Because that's what
we're doing, we're building a five-lane road that
goes into a dead-end street.

' m not agai nst buil ding roads.
That's sonething very good for the econony. But
it's a disaster for the young working people. O
course, | noticed everybody in here is kind of |ike
me, their work days are done over with. But their
children and grandchildren, you're running people
out of this town because they sinply cannot -- if
you live in this area right here, you' ve got to work
in Cak R dge or Knoxville. And there's just no way
that you can work in Oak Ri dge and Knoxville and
wor k an 8-hour shift wthout turning it into a
12-hour. And that's the m ni mum

That's all 1've got. |I'mnot against

it, but I"'mdefinitely not for making a bigger

di saster.

MR. NAG: Thank you.

M5. BROWN. Sir, | would definitely
talk to the court reporter and fill out a coment
card about your concern. And we'll let Danny...

MR. OLIVER. W appreciate the
coment. And y'all bear with ne, |I've got sone kind
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of crud, so nobody shaking ny hand or cone around
and talk with ne afterward. Not that | don't want
to talk to you, it's because |'ve got the -- yeah,
representatives are al ready scooting over. So bear
with nme if | take a coughing fit, that's what's
goi ng on.

W appreciate your comment and we
understand that there's a lot of traffic that is in
LaFol | ette and between LaFol |l ette and the
interstate, Jacksboro area, we understand that. And
the good thing is that's folks that |ive here and
it's growing. That's a good thing.

One thing is that your comrent goes
on public record, which neans becones part of the
project. And we have a traffic office, which isn't
here tonight. One of the guys fromthe safety
office is here from Nashville. But what | would
like to do to address that concern of the traffic
going into LaFollette is actually | ook at what the
signals are doing and work with the city of
LaFol l ette and Jacksboro to see how that timng is
wor king so it can handle that type of traffic.

And as far as just the road work that
we're doing, this corridor is -- you know, it's an

artery, it's a regional corridor. This thing hel ps
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peopl e when the interstate is backed up and things
happen on the interstate. Were do they go? They
go on that corridor.

They choose two places. And when
we've had the interstate fail, there was two routes
on this side of the state that actually we saw t hat
flood of traffic comng in at. One is H ghway 29,
or State Route 29, up in Mdirgan County. And there
was a lot of traffic, big truck traffic, was com ng
out of Kentucky com ng down that, north/south.

Then we al so saw State Route 63
comng -- truck traffic hitting, com ng down that
four-1lane, five-lane roadway and hitting this
corridor here. So we are |looking at a -- nore of a
-- also a regional perspective that that is a
strategic corridor for us that actually provides
redundancy to the interstate.

And part of the funding that's used
on this was -- is called Appal achi an Devel opnent
H ghway Systens Funds, and that was identified back
in the 1960s for a need to build these roads out to
suppl enment the interstate system And that's why
the first three projects that we have on displ ay
toni ght, those funds have been set aside just for

t hose nunber of lanes comng. It's not just going
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into LaFollette, but actually com ng out of
LaFol lette fromthe interstate to connect that
corridor as it goes up through Kentucky.

But | appreciate your coments. |
understand that it's -- you create nore through-put,
you're going to have sone challenges with that
traffic and the signals and the timng. But we'll
definitely nmake a point to have our guys conme out
and work with the city of LaFollette on that.

That happens. After a signal's been
working for awhile, they need to be tweaked and they
need to be fine-tuned. So we appreciate your
conmment .

MR. NAG : Next question right here.
Pl ease state your nane, address.

MR. SKIDMORE: Jeff Skidnore,

C ai borne County. | have two conments -- three now.
The interstate, when it was backed up a few nonths
ago, it went right in front of ny house. [It's not
the highway, it's the bottl enecks at M ddl esboro, at
the intersection there at 25E where everybody stops.
| live about a mle fromthe intersection of 25E

There were several tinmes trucks was
backed up past nmy house. | don't care what you do

to the road (inaudible) the tunnel and the
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intersections in Mddlesboro. Don't know about
LaFol | ette because | didn't cone to LaFollette
during that period.

Second comment, those runble strips
that you pressed into the highway, they're right on
the white line. And those of us that |ive right on
the highway -- and | |ive maybe yards fromthe road
-- it makes a heck of a noise. Put themon the
outside of the white line if you' ve got to put them
sonewhere. (lnaudible) -- put themon the white
line. 1t does several things besides the noise. It
tears the road up, and the roads are in bad shape.
Most of it cones apart right there where those
runbl e strips are.

Third comrent regarding ny end of the
county, | ride a bicycle and wal k al ong the road up
there in Cai borne County, around Harrogate, down
about a mle or so. N ce 12-foot shoul ders,
Everybody -- not everybody, |ots of people use it,
bi ke riders, wal kers, and runners, different things.

|"m not sure the value of this
proposed shared use trail fromthe hillside. There
woul d be a few people using it, but I'mnot sure how
many. The wi de shoulder, as it is right now, got

pl enty of shoulders and lots of grass. |It's fine
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the way it is. That's all. Thank you.

MR. OLI VER. Thanks for your
coments. And | urge people to -- | urge people to
put on their comment cards if they plan on using
that trail. Go ahead and wite that down and share
t hose cooments with us. W appreciate that.

MR. NAG : Next question.

MS. MLLER I'"'mStarla M1 I er,
ST-ARL-A MI-L-L-E-R  Now, we do have runners
and wal kers that come in front of our house a | ot,
but we al so have sone of these crazy drivers
(i naudi ble) 75 and 80. Now, what are they going to
do when you get a five-lane running through there?
We' ve got (inaudible) sounds |like an airplane going
by the house now.

MR OLIVER Well, as far as roadways
and peopl e speeding, if you have a safe roadway,
then a |l ot of people speed. And that's sonething --
t he Departnent doesn't regulate that. That's the
Departnent of Safety and Law Enforcenent question.
Now, we don't condone speeding, and the speed limt
wll be set. | think on the five-lane rural
section, it's 50 mles an hour, and that's what the
regul atory speed's going to be.

And the community -- and | synpathi ze
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with you. | don't |ike speeders either. | don't
like themdriving fast or dangerous. And | w sh we
could catch themall and tell themto drive the
speed |imt and be m ndful of folks. But that's a
chal |l enge we have if we have a good stretch --
you' re bl essed in Tennessee to have a straight
roadway. The only two | know of is this road here,
63 going into Harrogate, and then there around
Rut | edge going to Bean Station, those two straight
roads. And there's not too many nore in East
Tennessee, but that's just -- | understand your
concer n.

MR NAG: Yes, sir.

MR MOTTER. M nane is Larry Mtter,
d ai borne County. | have a business up there. And
this shared use |l ane that they're putting through,
we have a wal ki ng path and bicycle path just a
little bit farther up the road that is going to
connect this. This use |ane cones right down past
my business, and it's going to restrict my parking
and 1'mnot going to have very nuch parking, really.
"' mnot going to have enough parking for the
busi ness that | have.

MR OLIVER Okay. Well, what we can

do is look at your individual property with you and
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see where your parking lot is and address that

i ndi vidual ly because that's nore of a specific
guestion. W need to see, you know, the paraneters
of your parking | ot and see what that does.

You know, the goal of that shared use
path was a request fromthe town of Harrogate to the
Departnment of Transportation and had been submtting
that as part of the grant to get fromthe Departnent
of Transportation to build that. And it happened
after we were able to incorporate that in the
project to provide connectivity to the schools. So
you had HY Livesay and it would go up and connect to
a path that could connect back to the other schools.

But we'll | ook at that individually.

MR. NAG: Anyone el se have a genera
guesti on about the project?

MR MLLER I'mCharles MIler,

d ai borne County. | have a two-part question.
Oiginally, when this project was tal ked about
received, it was said that all the activity would be
on the north side of road. Has that changed or w |l
it all take place on the north side?

MR. OLIVER As far as the w dening?

MR MLLER  Yes.

MR. OLIVER. Now, Christie may know a
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l[ittle bit nore about that than ne, but | think they
tried to cone off of one side and -- but | think
we're actually wi dening on both sides uniformy. But
you may favor one side or another, depending on
where we're at and what we run up agai nst, but being
the road it was and going to a five-lane, trying to
be uniformwth it.

MR MLER Gkay. The second thing,
do you have any kind of tinme line in mnd as for
when it mght start and a conpletion date?

MR. OLIVER Boy, | wish | could tel
everybody an actual start and conpletion date on
projects. The best | can do with that, and what
we' ve been prepared to say tonight, is M. Qznent
| aid out he had sonme environmental work to do. That
work is -- really, it's a mandatory requirenent for
us to spend dollars that conme back to us fromthe
Federal Hi ghway Departnent of the federal
gover nnent .

He still -- once we -- the mlestone
is for us to get to where we start construction. |
just kind of tell everybody this to give you an idea
-- because soneone else is going to ask that sane
guestion, so | appreciate it -- is that we have to

get the plans finished up to a point that the
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accuracy and the precision of everything is
sonet hing we can buy property off of. So if they're
not there yet, as Christie said, they're
prelimnary. But for us just to get those pl ans
ready is going to put us sonetine spring, sunmer of
17 for all this work. But the environnental
studies may not be finished with M. Qznent's staff.
So he's thinking -- |ooking at sonmewhere around 12
nont hs hopefully fromright now to have all that
wr apped up.

But that al so takes Federal
H ghways's cooperation and tinely reviews and things
i ke that because it has to go to themfor
approvals. Now, once we start the right of way
process on these projects, although we've reduced
the right of way, we're | ooking at sonmewhere of 12
to 18 nonths to coordinate with sone utilities and
buy the properties.

Now, on project 4 over here, we're
not buying right of way, so that one could go
qui cker because that tine frame is actually shorter.
Instead of 12 to 18, it would probably be like a
ni ne-nonth duration. So that, you know, if
everything was just lifted off and said go, that one

will probably be ready first.
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But as far as putting inportance on
whi ch one goes first, second, third, really can't
say yet until the first one's actually ready. But
t hank you for the comment. You may have answered
soneone el se's question too.

MR NAG: | think we have tine for
one or two nore general questions about the project
i f anyone has one.

MR. STl NER: ['"m Tom Sti ner,
ST-I-NE-R | don't have a question, but based
upon the comments, it nmay be assuned that all of us
are negative toward the project. First, | commend
you on your |ayout. Everything is very
prof essional ly done. W appreciate you being here
and we appreciate this opportunity.

I"'mreally excited about the road.
think it's very needed. And | suspect that severa
fol ks here would say the sane thing about it. And
t hank you for your efforts.

MR. OLIVER: Thank you. W
appreciate the coments and the questions. They're
good questions and good conments.

MR NAG: Tine for one nore
guesti on.

(No response.)
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MR NAG: Oay. Wth that being
sai d, that concludes the question-and-answer session
of tonight's Design Public Meeting. W're here till
7:00 to answer any questions you may have. We'|]|
have TDOT representatives throughout the roomat the
di spl ays for the four projects.

As a rem nder, you can still |eave
coments with either court reporter until 7:00 if
you so choose. |If you get those comment cards and
t ake them hone, you can send them back to us. You
have till August 11th to get themofficially on the
record.

Thank you very nuch for com ng out
tonight. W really appreciate it.

* * *

PUBLI C COMVENTS

MR. LAMBERT: M/ comment is
concerni ng the Speedwel | Vol unteer Fire Departnent.
| f the proposal goes as it is, it's going to take
our parking lot. And w thout that parking lot, we
cannot function. W're both a fire departnent and a
community center and a voting precinct. So we need
sonmebody to come and talk to us about what is going

t o happen, what can happen, or what needs to happen.
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Because as proposed, it will not -- it'll harmus
greatly. Ronald Lanbert, L-A-MB-E-RT. [|I'mthe

fire departnent |ieutenant. Thank you very nuch.

MR. MULLINS: M nanme is David
Mul Iins, MUL-L-1-NS. And | just wanted to say
t hat the proposed shoul der for project 4 | think
should be wider than 6 foot. And that's all.

MS. REED: Ellen Reed, R E-E-D. |
own |lots 48 and 49 on State Route 63. And ny
guestion is, when the w dening project goes in, it's
going to inpact the entry point to lots 48 and 49.
So what | want to knowis, if they plan on building
an access road from State Route 63 to lots 48 and 49
to be able to access that property. Qherw se, the
property is going to be |andl ocked. So that's ny
concern.

And according to the nmaps that are
shown, there's going to -- down through there on
State Route 63 there's going to be guardrails, which
will also inpact entry. So it would be necessary to
have TDOT build an access entry into |lots 48 and 49
to keep fromand to prevent being | andl ocked. And

that's it. Thank you.
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MR. HENEGAR  Denni s Henegar,

HE NEGA R \Wenever the road was originally
built in 1977, there was a sinkhole in the property.
The State took several truckloads of rock and filled
the sinkhole to try to take care of the water

drai nage fromthe property from behind ny house.

It does not take care of the problem
Whenever we have a hard rain, quick rain, it'll be
-- water will get 8-foot deep in ny front yard and
it'"ll actually go over ny driveway and it's not
taking care of ny water problem And the State told
me in '77, whenever they built the road, that what
they did, if that didn't take care of it, they'd do
sonething to the w dth.

And they need to have sone kind of
tile underneath the existing road where that -- all
that water can go back to the natural lay of the
land. And that's a creek that starts across the
road frommny house. And the way that they -- the
road just acts as a damand it just blocks all the
wat er .

And that is lot -- the proposed | ot
nunber that they give is 92, tract 92. There is two
si nkhol es now. One of thems filled up with gravel

and has got a catch basin in it. The other one is
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just an open sinkhole that | put big rocks in trying
to stop froma tractor, or something or other, going
in and getting stuck real bad or whatever.

And ny address is 3629 Ceneral Car
W Steiner Highway. And we'll fill out a card too.

Thank you.

MR VWELCH M nane is Mont, MO NT,
| ast name Welch, WE-L-C-H Hey, on the project,
|'"d actually like to see their ending be project 4
at the -- just west of the town creek area. |'d
| ove to see that road go probably another just a
quarter of a mle on dowmn. There's an intersection
right there.

And | drive this highway twi ce a day.
As a matter of fact, ny nomlives on the Red Hi |
Road. | grew up on that. There's been many, nmany
accidents over the years, and usually when they are,
there's been several people killed. But usually
when they are, they're always bad.

They do have a little turn | ane there
now, but sonetimes the traffic goes back out into
the road. But if they would extend that project on
down, just like | said, another quarter of a mle

and that's where the nmpjor part of the traffic turns
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of f there.

Now, | |ive probably another three
mles belowthere in this project part that they're
not going to be doing now. But as | cone down, you
know, the biggest force of traffic does turn off on
that. And then I'mpretty nuch by nyself on down in
t he evenings and stuff too, com ng on hone. But |'d
| ove to see them-- | think it would be beneficial
for themto extend that down just a little bit nore,
like | said, another quarter of a mle. It won't be
a lot of expense for them | wouldn't think. You
know, right of way would be there and stuff too as
wel | .

And then one other part 1'd love to
see themdo too, you know, | know cones into the
intersection of 63 and State Route -- | guess that's
State Route 33, 25B. In that intersection, there's
aredlight there. O course, | knowin the past
t hey proposed maybe sone cl over | eaves or sonething
over there. But even if they would put a coupl e of
turn lanes to the left going into the Kentucky area,
because | go on through Harrogate into M ddl esboro,
Kent ucky.

And | wusually | eave about 6:30

heading to work to get there about 7:00. |[If | mss
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nmy -- say 15 mnutes if |I'"mbehind, it's major how
much traffic backs up. And it backs up a pretty
good little distance, and a lot of it turns that
way .

So if it happened to be, you know,
that they could put a, you know, a couple left-turn
| anes in there, and then probably sone that does
turn to the right too. So, you know, that's not
al ways, you know, bad or whatever. But that could
be even a yield |lane or sone of it. But definitely
two left-turn anes would definitely help in that
matter.

But anyway, | appreciate it. |I'm
definitely for the project and I know you- al
planned it for a long tinme and stuff too as well. |
hope to see it conme to reality and stuff too as well
and stuff. And, you know, it'd definitely make
things a | ot safer and stuff too as well though. |

appreciate it there. Thank you.

MR. PROFFITT: Donald Proffitt,
P-ROF-F-I-T-T. I'mrepresenting Enmanuel Bapti st
Church. [|I'mthe pastor. Plus | also have property
and a busi ness too.

My busi ness question is on the church
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property, which part of our church property is on
the state and we had permi ssion to nake that a
parking lot wth asphalt on it. 1'mnot asking --
and | knew then and | know now, and | appreciate
t he, you know, the opportunity to have part of the
state for property parking.

But my question is, is when they cone
in there and take part of that property away, is
whi ch way is the slope going to be and how nuch
further will it go fromthe construction |ine back
towards the church? And if they narrow it down
enough for our parking on the church side east, that
property will take -- that will take away ny ability

to park in those lots there. And what will they be

wlling or able to do about that?
And basically that's -- and |I' m not
here to -- I'"'mnot conplaining. |'mhere to say we

appreciate the opportunity. W built our church in
'78 and we've had that parking space ever since
then. W knew then that if a road was going to
cone, that we could very easily lose all the way to
the right of way. And they're not showing it al

the way to the right of way. They're just show ng
it to the construction side.

But the biggest questionis, is wll
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it slope towards the road? And if it's too narrow,

will they take here or pay for the parking spaces on

t he other side that woul d be bl ocked fromthemto

get into. That's basically it. And | can give you

the | ot nunber. Sonewhere | wote it down here.
The church is 85.

And then | own a business and |'ve
got 50 foot down in the bottomthere and | don't
know if it's going to affect anything there other
t han probably the 50-foot line that goes up to ny
busi ness on the church side and stuff.

Just wanted to nake a comment on it
and just concerned about that part as a pastor, and
t hen as a business owner and as a | and owner too.

And that's about it for right now. Thank you.
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Date: 7/21/16

Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64
STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.qov/tdot

Name: _Alzg/ [ é?afdﬂ E-mail: ,/\/'3 Fo :N">@ frib oo .
Address: j4¥9? hwy (.32

" ) ! g _ j
city: Camber)nsd G—ﬁp State: A - zip: J772 %

Phone (include area code): _ #2353 — Fii- gasg

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.
Comments: Al sy e

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

B Best Worst
Organization of Materials ) 4 3 2 Information Presented @ 4 3 2 1
Length of Meeting 4 3 2 People Presenting @ 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting Og 4 3 2 Knowledge of Staff @ 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location @ 4 3 z Courtesy of Staff @ 4 3 2 1
Facility Accommodations @ i BB Visual Aids (B 4 "3 2 1

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.

75
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64
STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.

Name: Da.{/! /QMW /MS’ E-mail: fvﬂf{\amﬂ@g,ma//.CaM
Address: 207 { I’IGVMLLS QO&J

City: %93JW("/[ ( State: T/f’/ Zip: ?)F?gq 4,
Phone (include area code): :1’7 é 3 é ) ’530( (

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.gov/tdot

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments:

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 t0 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria: /

Best [ Best Worst
Organization of Materials 5 4 g 2 Information Presented B 3 2 1
Length of Meeting 5 4 3 2 People Presenting 5 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting 5 4 3 2 Knowledge of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location 5 4 3 2 Courtesy of Staff 5 4 < 2 1
Facility Accommodations 5 4 3 2 Visual Aids 5 3 2 1

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64
STP/NH-63(9), 12005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Piease Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016,

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee gov/tdot

Name: Jomams C STiv & E-mail: 7o sTivER (P Comcasr - NEr
Address: 2£20¢ Génidil (a0l T7imet mﬁw
city: Ly Briemre, v 31764 State: T Zip: 3314/

Phone (include area code):

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments:

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Worst
Organization of Materials

Best
&)
Length of Meeting @
®

Information Presented

- People Presenting

Time of Meeting Knowledge of Staff

Convenience of Location @ Courtesy of Staff

A A B B OBb

w w w w w

BRIRIS

PR SN~ S S

w w w w (V]

™ [a%] o Ny n
-

Facility Accommodations @ Visual Aids

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63({6), 13005-1221-64
STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.gov/tdot

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.
Name: G/(JR/Q s ¥+ %Ckla 4 <§C’x,‘|:z)c/ E-mail: Chsexfor 126 @M&I}/— Com

Address: lo 9/ (-;21/\/ @Ll J é‘lf‘f«/cn« CM&:{L}
City: QDC’P duoe il State: W Zip: 37 g70

Phone (include area code): MR35 - 566-997

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.
Comments: __ |_nOYeg [ scues < Sm(_':tnps LAsueS

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

[v.e]
[v]
0
-+

Worst

Best =
Organization of Materials @ 4 Information Presented @
4 ;

Length of Meeting People Presenting

Time of Meeting

5

L3}
Convenience of Location 5

5

Facility Accommodations

b
5
Knowledge of Staff 5
Cour“resy.of Staff 5

5

p.s
AT AT A SN A C N A
—

Visual Aids

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.

No ®Ne covditivwem
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64
: STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14
o County: Campbell & Claiborne

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.gov/tdot

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.

Name: /R0ty | Tonu CH W Emal _HT ikl 135S & Gof CO~
Address: 4275 Carl St per freciy

City: Speeduwed/, State: 7 Zipp 22870

Phone (include area code): 5/,;)52565-—5/ 3256 - Y207 324/ 2~ Y23-907-_9/] 3  ~423.562-

|22~

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments:

/’1/ NI/C/

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Best Worst
Organization of Materials 5 4 3 Information Presented B 4 3 2 1
Length of Meeting 5 4 3 People Presenting 5 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting 5 4 3 : = Knowledge of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location 5 4 3 | Courtesy of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Facility Accommodations 5 4 3 3 Visual Aids 5 4 3 2 1

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64

: STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

. County: Campbell & Claiborne

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.
Name: 4 : ck ' Eémml:

Address: _lik_igl':_éééf ()ﬂﬂ/ e %/qu

City: Z,? d/‘/E# S'ra?e. 7:4'7; : Zips 23 T 7éG &
Phone (include area code): };,L,’ﬁj - G SR _5"43'7 7

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.gov/tdot

| gl ‘fzf,m o$& 60&64?7‘944&_- -vﬁw’ﬁaa/%:‘
e M;_J i Tl Sl A Fhgrmih Wﬁyé% W@M,m

e O gt 2ln (QéZAfL Yoo, Al o i 7 gémam Zio @gsé% 5,9@4&9 L

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Worst Best Worst
Organization of Materials 5 4 3 2 1 ¢ Information Presented 5 & 3 2 1
Length of Meeting 5 4 3 2 1 i People Presenting 5 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting 5 4 3 2 1 - Knowledge of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location 5 4 3 2 1 Courtesy of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Facility Accommodations 5 4 3 2 1§ Visudl Aids 5 4 3 2 1

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.
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Proj. #: NH-63(8), 07008-2231-14
NH-63(7), 07008-2230-14
APD-63(6), 13005-1221-64
STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.gov/tdot

3‘§
£
e
i

5;%%5 ; County: Campbell & Claiborne
Please Pr‘i% > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.
Name: IK] IJFO (;’l E-mail: _({ ['Ff? VVQ 40?57@ A@ﬁ%%iia QOI’M

Address: 3/ D H IQZ/) wcw {gg .

City: Q’b{l/}’] k@l/fq Md? 66@ State: 77\/ Zip: :57724
Phone (include area code): L/g 3 45? /@ 7{

Do you have issues and/or co rng with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments: /}Jlfn & € Ve g fazrmmg [an s n My area Wmé/&é

AP A&//Oﬂf/ L D /’@f' ée‘?/}f’\/& 71}1{‘ S1 X 700@—% SA@LI/G{@/
Wou?r] 63 Safe ES,Oema 7/\/ O 'f’l;ﬁ S’/zie of f/vﬁ/ /fuqr/w‘t\f
Wée r‘@znél%oz/é@Ye‘sj qre /c(c.a?"eaD (’/cue, y e &djo@ o*f ?”éﬂ
Choy e s

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Worst B Worst
Organization of Materials @ 4 3 2 1 . Information Presented @ 4 3 2 1
Length of Meeting @ 4 3 z 1 People Presenting 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting @ 4 3 2 1 Knowledge of Staff 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location @ 4 3 2 1 Courtesy of Staff 4 3 2 1
Facility Accommodations @ 4 3 2 1 Visual Aids 4 3 2 1

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.
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STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Please Print » COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.
Pa,)m e s
Name: __Brend e éac/ /Lfﬁffcf E ar E-mail: b!“cna/& ,/pa//m’r @j m})oa . (OM
Address: /A / PE%—!‘Cq Abad
city: _LwfFolle de state: _J NV Zis 37 7l

Phone (include area code): A423- 2 542

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee gov/tdot

Do you have issues and/or concerns with the plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments:

p—d

il a7 !/6/&/ toncerned e will A of é@ f(_v‘_ﬂ /[iifer'

o Kef %L/w: For he Jand. Bk gl /g vz Sua Ale &
L s A best Drepes f;{ 66 Db o rny = Shes o
claimed m ncnz‘ dornasy in Fhe To!s we haod Fo go
-7Lo Courd o ?t‘fvj' & 7@1!/’ ma rked ladte Df"aﬁé/

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Best Worst
Organization of Materials 5 4 3 2 Information Presented 5] 4 3 2 1
Length of Meeting 5 4 3 2 People Presenting 5 4 3 2 1
Time of Meeting @ 4 3 2 -" Knowledge of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Convenience of Location @ 4 3 2 Courtesy of Staff 5 4 3 2 1
Facility Accommodations 5 4 3 @ Visual Aids 5 4 3 2 1

By

For any score lower than three (3), please provide an explanation.

T e Lo h //)c:a,.r' them _gad  fefA czar/j be causc
2t the hcar. .
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STP/NH-63(9), 13005-1222-14

County: Campbell & Claiborne

Please Print > COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 11, 2016.

Name: m(ﬁg&f{: MEE@/H’ E-mail:

Address: \r(’\ Vl \’A{’\N\} 1.125

Meeting Comment Card

www.tennessee.qov/tdot

City: O/\MWWI‘\JQND @)QA-‘P State: ‘T?Lﬂ Zip: 3772¥F

Do you have igsues and/or concerns witpythe plan as proposed? If so, please explain.

Comments: 55Ty Vo '2.03 ar ™,

Please give us your assessment of our public involvement process. Rate us from 1 to 5, with 1 the worst and 5 the best.

Meeting Process Criteria:

Best Worst
Organization of Materials 5 2 1 . Information Presented
Length of Meeting 5 2 1 | People Presenting
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 1                         *  *  *

 2                      PUBLIC COMMENTS



 3

                    MR. SKIDMORE:  My first name is Jeff,

 4

     J-E-F-F, last name Skidmore, S-K-I-D-M-O-R-E.  My

 5

     comments would be about project 4 along -- from

 6

     Highway 25 down Highway 63, from what I understand,

 7

     about six miles.

 8

                    Now, first question is, what are they

 9

     going to do about the farm equipment that's being

10

     tranned by the farmers and their tractors along the

11

     shoulder of the road?  Right now, I see several --

12

     sometimes several a day.  But during the growing

13

     season, farming season, it's most every day there's

14

     a tractor goes by pulling something.  If they make

15

     it down to just 6-foot shoulders, some of that

16

     equipment is going to be sticking out in the

17

     roadway.  That's one thing.

18

                    Second one is, it's my understanding

19

     if you've got a turn lane and you can't pass on that

20

     turn lane, then for this -- nearly this whole six

21

     miles when you turn off to where it ends, you won't

22

     be able to pass anybody.  So if you get behind a

23

     tractor or a slow truck or something real slow, you

24

     can't legally pass in a center turn lane.  That was

25

0003

 1   pointed out to me by somebody else.  That's not an

 2   original idea.

 3                  I guess the other thing is more

 4   personal.  My property is on -- would be the north

 5   side of the highway and it sits in a fairly low

 6   spot.  And when it rains heavy, the water from the

 7   field next to me and the water from back behind me

 8   runs down and it runs to the culvert and down to the

 9   ditch line along the highway the way it is.  And

10   it's fine right now, but I've only got maybe a foot

11   or so of elevation between my basement garage floor

12   and where the drainpipe goes that I ran to run the

13   water out to the highway drainage.

14                  If they change the drainage pattern

15   of the highway, I'm concerned that it might affect

16   my basement and cause it to be flooded during

17   periods of heavy rain.  Won't flood the house, but

18   it will get into the basement.  And I've written

19   letters and sent e-mails about this already, so it

20   should be on record.

21                  The only other thing I would say is I

22   like the highway the way it is, as far as a good

23   road to travel.  You've got plenty of straight

24   places.  People that want to go fast can pass you.

25   If you want to go the speed limit, they can get

0004

 1   around you.  If I were going to change anything

 2   about it, I would put in passing lanes every so

 3   often, find an area where you've got plenty of room,

 4   won't affect people's driveways or property, put a

 5   passing lane.  Put two or three of them going one

 6   direction to east, put two or three of them going

 7   west.  You've already got one west not far from

 8   where I live.  And I guess that's about it.  Spend

 9   the money on keeping the road you already have in

10   good shape.  Interstates need it around here.

11

12                  MS. OWENS:  Marshall and Mary Owens.

13   And she just told us that they plan to build a

14   retaining wall in front of our house rather than

15   take our house, which they had told us before that

16   our house would go.

17                  MR. OWENS:  I'm hoping that's what

18   they go do.

19                  MS. OWENS:  How long ago was that?

20                  MR. OWENS:  Ten years ago, 20 years

21   ago.

22                  MS. OWENS:  Whenever they had their

23   meeting before up in Claiborne County.  So all's

24   well with the world right now with us if that's

25   true.

0005

 1                  MR. OWENS:  We're getting too old to

 2   move, build, or whatever, you know.

 3                  MS. OWENS:  As long as that's what's

 4   happening, we are just happy.

 5                  MR. OWENS:  Yeah.  If they do what

 6   they said they was going to do, that would be fine

 7   with us till we die.  Then they can do what they

 8   want to do.

 9                  MS. OWENS:  But that's all we have to

10   say.

11                  MR. OWENS:  But we are glad that

12   they're not taking our house, believe me, so that's

13   good.

14                          *  *  *

15

16                  MR. NAGI:  Hi, good evening.  And

17   first of all, thank you very much for coming out

18   tonight.  I know it's hot outside and I know it's

19   getting hot here in the gymnasium and we know you

20   guys are very busy, so we really appreciate you

21   coming out here tonight.

22                  My name is Mark Nagi.  I'm the

23   Community Relations Officer for Region 1 of

24   Tennessee's Department of Transportation.  We're

25   here tonight at Valley View Elementary School to
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 1   discuss the proposed Campbell and Claiborne County

 2   State Route 63 widening projects.

 3                  The meeting is being held to provide

 4   the public an opportunity to provide comments

 5   regarding these proposed widening projects and for

 6   TDOT representatives to answer questions and provide

 7   information.

 8                  Joining us tonight from the Tennessee

 9   Department of Transportation are TDOT Regional

10   Director and Assistant Chief Engineer Steve Borden.

11   TDOT Director of Project Development in Region 1,

12   Danny Oliver.

13                  From TDOT's Design division are

14   Christie Brown, Stacy Weaver, Randy Plummer, Jay

15   Morgan, Henry Ried, Mike Russell, David Jordan, Mark

16   Parish, Stephanie Wallis, Louna Koeut, Aubin Fowler,

17   Suzanne Thomson, Alex Keelty.

18                  From TDOT's Right of Way division are

19   John Barrett, Phil Addison, Bon Woodson, David

20   Williams, Steve Head, Denise Hagler, Cory Sharrock,

21   Sheena Foster, Caleb Underwood, Tina Newman, and

22   Justin McGill.

23                  From TDOT's Environmental Division,

24   director Jim Ozment, also Holly Cantrell and Ethan

25   Saturday.
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 1                  From TDOT Strategic Planning are

 2   Michael Gilbert, Caleb Smith, and David Coggin.

 3                  From TDOT Consultant Thompson

 4   Engineering are Sharon Braden, Johnny Carr, Jeff

 5   Middlebrooks, and Randy Brown.

 6                  From TDOT Consultant Palmer

 7   Engineering is Brian Lee and also Todd Kemp.

 8                  Coming up in just a couple of

 9   minutes, we'll have a short presentation.  Following

10   the presentation, we'll have TDOT representatives

11   scattered throughout the gymnasium in front of the

12   displays to answer any questions that you may have.

13                  Once again, this is a NEPA Design

14   Public Meeting, which means you have a few different

15   ways to get your comments on the record.  We have

16   two court reporters present, one in the front of the

17   room and one in the back of the room.  They will be

18   recording all public comments that are made at this

19   meeting.  They're also available following the

20   public question-and-answer session to take down all

21   your comments privately if that is something that

22   you would prefer.

23                  Also, as you walked in and signed in,

24   you noticed we had comment cards and pens.  You can

25   write down your comments and hand them in to us
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 1   tonight, or you can take the cards home and send

 2   them back to us.  You have 21 days from today to do

 3   that, if you do choose to send them in.

 4                  In addition, following the

 5   presentation, we'll set aside a few minutes for a

 6   public question-and-answer session if anyone has any

 7   general questions about the project that they would

 8   like to have answered.  If you have specific

 9   questions about the project, once again, we'll have

10   TDOT representatives at all the displays throughout

11   the gymnasium after tonight's presentation.

12                  Before we go any further, I'll ask

13   are there any members of the media in attendance

14   tonight?

15                  (No response.)

16                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  At this time, I'd

17   like to ask all elected public officials to please

18   stand, say your name, and the office that they

19   represent.

20                  MR. POWERS:  Hello, I'm Dennis Powers

21   and I'm the state representative for Campbell,

22   Anderson, and Union County, and glad to be here

23   tonight.  I remember when the road was first being

24   -- the project was first being envisioned back in

25   the late 1970s, so we're happy to be here and happy
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 1   to see everything going through.

 2                  MR. SEXTON:  I'm state representative

 3   Jerry Sexton.  I cover Claiborne, Grainger, and part

 4   of Union County.  And we're just grateful for the

 5   good work that TDOT does, and we look forward to

 6   seeing this project finished.

 7                  MR. NAGI:  Are there any other

 8   elected officials with us tonight?

 9                  (No response.)

10                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  Well, with that

11   being said, I'll turn things over to TDOT's Jim

12   Ozment, who will begin tonight's presentation.  Jim.

13                  MR. OZMENT:  Good evening.  I'm Jim

14   Ozment.  I am the Director of the Environmental

15   Division for TDOT.  We do all the environmental

16   studies portion of the project in advance of moving

17   into design and construction.

18                  Just to let you know, this is not the

19   first time that we've been here.  We were here in

20   2009.  Go back through a little bit.  We were here

21   in 2009 for a public hearing to talk about the

22   project at that time.  It was a little bit different

23   than it is now, which is why we're wanting to come

24   back.

25                  A lot of what happens in the
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 1   environmental division is trying to get in and find

 2   and ferret out the problems that we would encounter,

 3   whether they be environmental, social, right of way.

 4   We're looking up front to see how the road

 5   improvements would affect people either positively

 6   or negatively.  So that's our role in project

 7   development, primarily.

 8                  We gathered a lot of information back

 9   then and that's been, in fact, used and incorporated

10   into the current design changes, and I'll talk about

11   that a little bit more in a minute.

12                  In 2012 -- you might wonder why we

13   met here last in 2009.  Well, in 2012, the

14   department stopped a lot of their projects across

15   the state to take another look at them.  Finances

16   were getting pretty tight.  We needed to find a way

17   to be sure that we could deliver projects to people

18   that they needed now, instead of potentially

19   projects that would benefit for a great number of

20   years into the future.  So what we're looking at are

21   ways to deliver things that are affordable, and yet

22   are extremely important to the community in a timely

23   manner.

24                  So we had to go back and look and see

25   where we could change that, and that goes back to
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 1   how we've changed the design of this a little bit.

 2   So in 2015, that initiative was ended, and here we

 3   are in of July '16 to talk about that and tell you a

 4   little bit more.

 5                  The way things typically go in a

 6   project is there is a planning phase where everybody

 7   tries to decide what's a good idea.  And building a

 8   road or widening the road from LaFollette to

 9   Harrogate is the extent of the project, the entire

10   length through there.  After that, it's best to

11   start with the design.  It moves into environmental.

12   And then it moves kind of back to design so that

13   they can do some more formal type of work.

14                  In this particular case, though,

15   because the design changed and the environmental was

16   not completed, we're going to have to go back

17   through and continue to do some additional

18   environmental work on this.  So we're working in

19   conjunction with the design group to ensure that

20   this meets everyone's needs.

21                  Then after that's done, the project

22   would move to right of way, where right of way, if

23   there was any need, it would be purchased, and then

24   from there to construction.

25                  The original plan, it was a little
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 1   bit different than what we're talking about.  We

 2   talked about coming out of LaFollette at the end of

 3   the five-lane and extending it to Woodson.  And then

 4   we were going to move from Woodson Lane with a

 5   four-lane divided roadway.  That was a -- had a

 6   48-foot median and about a 250-, maybe even a

 7   300-foot wide right of way, which was quite

 8   extensive.  That also had a lot of right of way

 9   impacts for businesses and homes that were along

10   that path.

11                  The easternmost portion of that

12   project as it was designed then was either a couple

13   of different alternatives.  One of them was to run

14   the five -- or the four-lane all the way into 25,

15   and the other one was to transition it from five to

16   three to two.  Again, that was the original concept

17   that was studied back in '09.

18                  At this point, what you're seeing

19   around the wall today is an extension of the road

20   from the five-lane at LaFollette to somewhere near

21   Hall Lane.  That still hasn't been determined, but

22   instead of having the four-lane and five-lane, it

23   would be running the five-lane section the whole way

24   out through there.

25                  That would reduce the right of way
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 1   takes considerably and pull the right of way back

 2   to, in many instances, where we're already within

 3   our own right of way.  It would also fix some

 4   interchanges along the way and how the roads are

 5   connected.  Again, I can't show you probably here.

 6   It's much better if you can just walk around the

 7   room and take a look and ask questions about your

 8   specific areas of interest.

 9                  But from somewhere near Hall Lane to

10   Old Town Creek, there's a -- we're studying that

11   right now to decide what's best to do with that,

12   whether it would be to delete it, to move it to a

13   three-lane, or to potentially the five-lane.  But it

14   looks like it would be reasonable to potentially

15   move it to the three-lane type of a section.

16                  And then from there, on into US 25 at

17   Harrogate to take it as a three-lane all the way in

18   through there.  So in essence, if you think about

19   it, it drops from instead of having a four-lane

20   through a large percentage of that to a five-lane

21   and a three-lane.

22                  Some of the reasoning for that came

23   from the public comments that we received from y'all

24   at the end of the last meeting.  Where, when you had

25   a four-lane, there was a lot of concerns from
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 1   businesses about, well, where would the median

 2   cutovers be, and, what if it's not across from my

 3   house or across from my business, how will that

 4   affect me?

 5                  Five-lane section, you have an

 6   opportunity to turn, it's a much safer type of a

 7   roadway when you're doing that, ability to make that

 8   turn anywhere you need to up and down through there

 9   and get you out of the travel lane.  So that's the

10   reason for that -- or one of the reasons for that.

11                  So what of the benefits of the new

12   design?  We believe that obviously it's going to

13   reduce the right of way impacts by bringing a good

14   deal of this project back within our current right

15   of way limits and not having to purchase nearly as

16   much on the eastern end.  I believe we're completely

17   within our own right of way with this segment over

18   here.  There's some amount of right of way that

19   would be needed on the other sections.

20                  So if we reduce the right of way,

21   obviously we reduce residential and business impact

22   and takes to that.  At the same time, it reduces

23   environmental impacts, like impacts to streams or

24   wetlands or anything else that we might happen to

25   run into up and down through there.
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 1                  By reducing the cost of the project

 2   from a four-lane to a five-lane, it also allows us

 3   to be able to fund that quicker and get that project

 4   to delivery, you know, in a shorter amount of time.

 5   And ultimately, faster delivery equals the greater

 6   safety for you and the driving community.  So that

 7   is some of the eventual design benefits that we

 8   believe.

 9                  In environmental, one of the things

10   that we have to look at -- well, it's a number of

11   things that we have to look at it, but it goes

12   through things like streams, historic structures,

13   archaeological sites, we look for all that.  But we

14   did that on the wider right of way back in 2009

15   time.

16                  We really didn't find a lot of

17   environmental impacts that would be significant.

18   And now with the reduced impacts for the right of

19   way, it should be that or less in most instances.

20   So -- but we have to go back and go through all of

21   this again to basically update these types of

22   studies.

23                  So what are the next steps?  Well, we

24   have to complete an environmental impact study.  We

25   are not sure if we're not going to be able to reduce
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 1   that.  We're in negotiations kind of with Federal

 2   Highway Administration, which oversees our money, at

 3   this point to try to get that level of

 4   documentation, something that can go faster for us.

 5   We're going to incorporate the public comments from

 6   tonight into that document so that we're -- we have

 7   your input as to what you think about this.

 8                  And that's an important part of us

 9   convincing the Federal Highway of the right

10   direction to go, is how does the public feel about

11   this.  So don't think that your voices aren't heard.

12   They were heard last time and they will be

13   incorporated this time.

14                  If there's any design modifications

15   based on what we hear from y'all, then we will go

16   ahead and try to incorporate those into the new

17   design, finalize our design, before we can start

18   right of way, and then of course acquire right of

19   way, and then fund -- schedule and fund the project

20   itself.

21                  The environmental team, which

22   consists of the Region 1 Design Group that we're

23   working with here out of Knoxville, the

24   Environmental division, which is primarily located

25   in Nashville, and Kimley-Horn Consultants, which
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 1   will be our partner in helping us complete that,

 2   that work.

 3                  So at this time, I'd like to

 4   introduce Christie Brown.  She will tell you about

 5   the rest of the project here.

 6                  MS. BROWN:  Thank you, Jim.  What I'm

 7   going to do is, I'm going to talk mainly about what

 8   you guys see here tonight in front of you.  This is

 9   a map that was also outside some of you may have

10   seen when you actually signed in.  It shows the four

11   projects that we are looking at tonight, what we

12   have displays for and preliminary plans.

13                  And we've color-coded around the

14   room.  The red is project number 1.  And it goes

15   from the LaFollette Urban Boundary, which is down

16   where the five-lane actually transitions down to

17   two.  I think there's the Food Lion there, Myer's

18   Lane.  And it goes up to Woodson Drive and Frontier.

19                  The blue project, project number 2,

20   picks up there at Woodson and Frontier and goes to

21   the Campbell and Claiborne County Line.

22                  Project number 3, the green project

23   you see, picks up at the Campbell/Claiborne County

24   line and goes up near Hall Lane.

25                  And then project number 4, the
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 1   purple, picks up a little bit west of Old Town Creek

 2   and goes up to State Route 32, or US 25E.

 3                  So as Mark mentioned, who is here

 4   tonight, this is the design team.  There are several

 5   of us here from the Regional 1 office out on

 6   Strawberry Plains, and we also have representatives

 7   from Thompson Engineering and Palmer Engineering.

 8                  So projects 1, 2, and 3, I'm going to

 9   lump those all together.  Where project number 1

10   ends, project number 2 starts.  Where project number

11   2 ends, project number 3 starts.  And they're all

12   very similar.

13                  So project number 1, 2, and 3, again,

14   that is basically a 15-mile stretch of State Route

15   63.  And it starts there, coming out of LaFollette,

16   all the way up to Hall Lane in Claiborne County.

17   And this may be difficult to see up here on this

18   screen, so I would refer all you guys to your

19   handout.  The typical section can all be found in

20   your handouts for all three projects in the inside

21   there.

22                  For projects 1, 2, and 3, we are

23   proposing a five-lane roadway.  You will have

24   12-foot travel lanes, two in each direction, with a

25   12-foot center turn lane.  We also are proposing
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 1   12-foot shoulders.  Through that 15-mile stretch,

 2   there will be some various intersection improvements

 3   at side roads.

 4                  One thing to note about -- within

 5   project number 1, we are proposing a couple new

 6   traffic signals.  We're proposing one at State Route

 7   63 at Myers Lane, which is right there at the

 8   beginning where Food Lion is, and another one at

 9   State Route 63 and Middlesboro Road and Wildwood

10   Circle.

11                  At the intersection of State Route 63

12   and Old Middlesboro Highway, we're actually

13   proposing some realignment of that intersection.  I

14   think there's an existing signal there now.  It will

15   be signalized, but we are realigning that

16   intersection.

17                  Project number 4, which is over here,

18   the purple project, goes from west of Old Town Creek

19   to State Route 32, US 25E, in Claiborne County and

20   now Harrogate.  It's approximately six miles in

21   that.  This typical -- this roadway was a little bit

22   different than projects 1, 2, and 3.  And again,

23   I'll refer you guys to your handout if you can't see

24   this on the screen.

25                  We will again have 12-foot travel
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 1   lanes, one in each direction, and we'll have a

 2   12-foot center turn line.  At some locations, the

 3   center turn lane may go into a truck-climbing lane

 4   or a passing lane.  But it will be a three-lane

 5   section.

 6                  Through that section, instead of

 7   12-foot shoulders, we're going to have proposed

 8   6-foot shoulders, and we are proposing a 10-foot

 9   shared-use path that goes from Londonderry Road to

10   HY Livesay Middle School.  We've coordinated with

11   the city of Harrogate on that.

12                  So now I'm really going to spend some

13   time talking about the displays, what you guys are

14   looking at.  I think all of you guys have looked at

15   some of the displays, maybe not all.  The

16   representatives from TDOT and Thompson and Palmer

17   will all be there to answer any questions, but there

18   is a couple things I want to point out.

19                  If you see a purple dashed line --

20   this purple dashed line here, that's the existing

21   right of way line.  And the other thing I wanted to

22   point out, this proposed guardrail.  Just some

23   things, if you're looking at these displays, so you

24   know what they are.

25                  If you see a yellow line with
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 1   little-bitty yellow circles up on one side of it,

 2   that's a proposed guardrail.  These blue, those

 3   lines right here, those are existing drainage

 4   structures, whether they're box culverts or pipes.

 5   We have some that we are extending because we're

 6   widening the road.

 7                  And notice that you don't see the

 8   existing road on these displays.  All you see is the

 9   black.  That's because the proposed road is going

10   over the existing.  We're widening along the

11   existing.  The alignment of the road is not

12   changing.

13                  Something else to point out, proposed

14   right of way.  We are trying to minimize proposed

15   right of way on projects 1, 2, and 3.  Currently, on

16   project 4, we're not showing any proposed right of

17   way.  This heavy red line -- and it should be

18   labeled as proposed right of way.

19                  So when you look at the map, and if

20   you see that near your property, we would be

21   acquiring what would be between the proposed heavy

22   red line and this dashed purple line.  That would be

23   the area that we need to acquire.  Now, these plans

24   we are presenting tonight are preliminary.  We will

25   go back and we will incorporate comments that are
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 1   received tonight.  Our goal is to minimize any

 2   impacts we can.

 3                  So please let us know your comments,

 4   fill out a comment card, talk to the court reporter.

 5   That is why we're here.

 6                  This type of gray type of shading is

 7   driveways.  Several of you may not -- we may not be

 8   acquiring right of way, but we will be tying in your

 9   driveway while widening the roadway, so we will have

10   to do some work on your driveway to tie that in.

11                  There's also some -- a different kind

12   of dashed red line down here that some of you guys

13   may see.  That's a proposed construction easement,

14   that is probably that we will pay for.  And it

15   allows us to get on that property to do construction

16   on the road.

17                  This is actually on project 4, just

18   one thing I want to point out.  This green type of

19   shading right here, that represents the shared use

20   path.  Like I mentioned, we are proposing a section

21   of shared use path as 10-foot wide from Londonderry

22   down to HY Livesay Middle School.

23                  This heavy yellow line right here is

24   a proposed retaining wall.  We do have several, and

25   that's mainly to minimize impacts along the project.
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 1                  So it's been said several times, but

 2   your guys' comments are very important to us.  That

 3   is why we're here.  So we strongly encourage you

 4   guys to fill out your comment cards, drop them off

 5   tonight, or take them home with you.  And you have

 6   21 days to mail them in, or you can talk verbally

 7   with the court reporters and they'll take it down.

 8                  So at this time, we just want to

 9   thank you guys for your attendance.  And there is

10   some contact names up here.  Mr. Danny Oliver, who

11   is the Region 1 Director of Project Development, and

12   Mr. Jim Ozment, who is the Director of the TDOT

13   Environmental Division.  Thank you.

14                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  What we're going to

15   do now is, we've got a few minutes for some general

16   questions about the project.  If you have any

17   general questions you'd like to ask, please raise

18   your hand and I'll come up to you.

19                  If you could, please state your name

20   and your address for the record.

21                  MR. RUSSELL:  Leroy Zeke Russell.  I

22   was born and raised in this area.  And my question

23   is, this nice road, going up and down the road,

24   which we needed, versus the old road that I grew up

25   on, we have a town of LaFollette that has two state
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 1   routes already going into it.  And the working

 2   people in this area, it takes at least 10 to 12

 3   hours to do an 8-hour shift.  I've done it for 40

 4   years.

 5                  And to go through LaFollette during

 6   the rush hour, it's anywhere -- from here to the

 7   interstate, it's anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour

 8   and a half.  And how in the world can any TDOT or

 9   any other person justify building this five-lane

10   super road where we can drive 70 and 80 miles an

11   hour down to LaFollette where it's going to be a

12   dead-end street, dumping all this traffic?  What's

13   the plan to do with all the traffic once we go to

14   LaFollette?

15                  To me, this whole project is a slap

16   in the face to the working people of this area. I'm

17   talking about the people -- young, 20, 30, and 40

18   years old.  My working days is about over.  But how

19   can you justify even thinking about building a

20   better road?

21                  I mean, we have a very serious

22   problem, but it's not this road.  The problem is

23   LaFollette.  Why don't we take all of the money back

24   up and decide to bypass LaFollette?  That's what we

25   need.  We don't need no interstate up and down this
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 1   valley.  I mean, if you do make it a road that goes

 2   -- that can't go to anywhere.  Because that's what

 3   we're doing, we're building a five-lane road that

 4   goes into a dead-end street.

 5                  I'm not against building roads.

 6   That's something very good for the economy.  But

 7   it's a disaster for the young working people.  Of

 8   course, I noticed everybody in here is kind of like

 9   me, their work days are done over with.  But their

10   children and grandchildren, you're running people

11   out of this town because they simply cannot -- if

12   you live in this area right here, you've got to work

13   in Oak Ridge or Knoxville.  And there's just no way

14   that you can work in Oak Ridge and Knoxville and

15   work an 8-hour shift without turning it into a

16   12-hour.  And that's the minimum.

17                  That's all I've got.  I'm not against

18   it, but I'm definitely not for making a bigger

19   disaster.

20                  MR. NAGI:  Thank you.

21                  MS. BROWN:  Sir, I would definitely

22   talk to the court reporter and fill out a comment

23   card about your concern.  And we'll let Danny...

24                  MR. OLIVER:  We appreciate the

25   comment.  And y'all bear with me, I've got some kind
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 1   of crud, so nobody shaking my hand or come around

 2   and talk with me afterward.  Not that I don't want

 3   to talk to you, it's because I've got the -- yeah,

 4   representatives are already scooting over.  So bear

 5   with me if I take a coughing fit, that's what's

 6   going on.

 7                  We appreciate your comment and we

 8   understand that there's a lot of traffic that is in

 9   LaFollette and between LaFollette and the

10   interstate, Jacksboro area, we understand that.  And

11   the good thing is that's folks that live here and

12   it's growing.  That's a good thing.

13                  One thing is that your comment goes

14   on public record, which means becomes part of the

15   project.  And we have a traffic office, which isn't

16   here tonight.  One of the guys from the safety

17   office is here from Nashville.  But what I would

18   like to do to address that concern of the traffic

19   going into LaFollette is actually look at what the

20   signals are doing and work with the city of

21   LaFollette and Jacksboro to see how that timing is

22   working so it can handle that type of traffic.

23                  And as far as just the road work that

24   we're doing, this corridor is -- you know, it's an

25   artery, it's a regional corridor.  This thing helps

0027

 1   people when the interstate is backed up and things

 2   happen on the interstate.  Where do they go?  They

 3   go on that corridor.

 4                  They choose two places.  And when

 5   we've had the interstate fail, there was two routes

 6   on this side of the state that actually we saw that

 7   flood of traffic coming in at.  One is Highway 29,

 8   or State Route 29, up in Morgan County.  And there

 9   was a lot of traffic, big truck traffic, was coming

10   out of Kentucky coming down that, north/south.

11                  Then we also saw State Route 63

12   coming -- truck traffic hitting, coming down that

13   four-lane, five-lane roadway and hitting this

14   corridor here.  So we are looking at a -- more of a

15   -- also a regional perspective that that is a

16   strategic corridor for us that actually provides

17   redundancy to the interstate.

18                  And part of the funding that's used

19   on this was -- is called Appalachian Development

20   Highway Systems Funds, and that was identified back

21   in the 1960s for a need to build these roads out to

22   supplement the interstate system.  And that's why

23   the first three projects that we have on display

24   tonight, those funds have been set aside just for

25   those number of lanes coming.  It's not just going
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 1   into LaFollette, but actually coming out of

 2   LaFollette from the interstate to connect that

 3   corridor as it goes up through Kentucky.

 4                  But I appreciate your comments.  I

 5   understand that it's -- you create more through-put,

 6   you're going to have some challenges with that

 7   traffic and the signals and the timing.  But we'll

 8   definitely make a point to have our guys come out

 9   and work with the city of LaFollette on that.

10                  That happens.  After a signal's been

11   working for awhile, they need to be tweaked and they

12   need to be fine-tuned.  So we appreciate your

13   comment.

14                  MR. NAGI:  Next question right here.

15   Please state your name, address.

16                  MR. SKIDMORE:  Jeff Skidmore,

17   Claiborne County.  I have two comments -- three now.

18   The interstate, when it was backed up a few months

19   ago, it went right in front of my house.  It's not

20   the highway, it's the bottlenecks at Middlesboro, at

21   the intersection there at 25E where everybody stops.

22   I live about a mile from the intersection of 25E.

23                  There were several times trucks was

24   backed up past my house.  I don't care what you do

25   to the road (inaudible) the tunnel and the
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 1   intersections in Middlesboro.  Don't know about

 2   LaFollette because I didn't come to LaFollette

 3   during that period.

 4                  Second comment, those rumble strips

 5   that you pressed into the highway, they're right on

 6   the white line.  And those of us that live right on

 7   the highway -- and I live maybe yards from the road

 8   -- it makes a heck of a noise.  Put them on the

 9   outside of the white line if you've got to put them

10   somewhere.  (Inaudible) -- put them on the white

11   line.  It does several things besides the noise.  It

12   tears the road up, and the roads are in bad shape.

13   Most of it comes apart right there where those

14   rumble strips are.

15                  Third comment regarding my end of the

16   county, I ride a bicycle and walk along the road up

17   there in Claiborne County, around Harrogate, down

18   about a mile or so.  Nice 12-foot shoulders,

19   Everybody -- not everybody, lots of people use it,

20   bike riders, walkers, and runners, different things.

21                  I'm not sure the value of this

22   proposed shared use trail from the hillside.  There

23   would be a few people using it, but I'm not sure how

24   many.  The wide shoulder, as it is right now, got

25   plenty of shoulders and lots of grass.  It's fine
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 1   the way it is.  That's all.  Thank you.

 2                  MR. OLIVER:  Thanks for your

 3   comments.  And I urge people to -- I urge people to

 4   put on their comment cards if they plan on using

 5   that trail.  Go ahead and write that down and share

 6   those comments with us.  We appreciate that.

 7                  MR. NAGI:  Next question.

 8                  MS. MILLER:   I'm Starla Miller,

 9   S-T-A-R-L-A, M-I-L-L-E-R.  Now, we do have runners

10   and walkers that come in front of our house a lot,

11   but we also have some of these crazy drivers

12   (inaudible) 75 and 80.  Now, what are they going to

13   do when you get a five-lane running through there?

14   We've got (inaudible) sounds like an airplane going

15   by the house now.

16                  MR. OLIVER:  Well, as far as roadways

17   and people speeding, if you have a safe roadway,

18   then a lot of people speed.  And that's something --

19   the Department doesn't regulate that.  That's the

20   Department of Safety and Law Enforcement question.

21   Now, we don't condone speeding, and the speed limit

22   will be set.  I think on the five-lane rural

23   section, it's 50 miles an hour, and that's what the

24   regulatory speed's going to be.

25                  And the community -- and I sympathize
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 1   with you.  I don't like speeders either.  I don't

 2   like them driving fast or dangerous.  And I wish we

 3   could catch them all and tell them to drive the

 4   speed limit and be mindful of folks.  But that's a

 5   challenge we have if we have a good stretch --

 6   you're blessed in Tennessee to have a straight

 7   roadway.  The only two I know of is this road here,

 8   63 going into Harrogate, and then there around

 9   Rutledge going to Bean Station, those two straight

10   roads.  And there's not too many more in East

11   Tennessee, but that's just -- I understand your

12   concern.

13                  MR. NAGI:  Yes, sir.

14                  MR. MOTTER:  My name is Larry Motter,

15   Claiborne County.  I have a business up there.  And

16   this shared use lane that they're putting through,

17   we have a walking path and bicycle path just a

18   little bit farther up the road that is going to

19   connect this.  This use lane comes right down past

20   my business, and it's going to restrict my parking

21   and I'm not going to have very much parking, really.

22   I'm not going to have enough parking for the

23   business that I have.

24                  MR. OLIVER:  Okay.  Well, what we can

25   do is look at your individual property with you and
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 1   see where your parking lot is and address that

 2   individually because that's more of a specific

 3   question.  We need to see, you know, the parameters

 4   of your parking lot and see what that does.

 5                  You know, the goal of that shared use

 6   path was a request from the town of Harrogate to the

 7   Department of Transportation and had been submitting

 8   that as part of the grant to get from the Department

 9   of Transportation to build that.  And it happened

10   after we were able to incorporate that in the

11   project to provide connectivity to the schools.  So

12   you had HY Livesay and it would go up and connect to

13   a path that could connect back to the other schools.

14                  But we'll look at that individually.

15                  MR. NAGI:  Anyone else have a general

16   question about the project?

17                  MR. MILLER:  I'm Charles Miller,

18   Claiborne County.  I have a two-part question.

19   Originally, when this project was talked about

20   received, it was said that all the activity would be

21   on the north side of road.  Has that changed or will

22   it all take place on the north side?

23                  MR. OLIVER:  As far as the widening?

24                  MR. MILLER:  Yes.

25                  MR. OLIVER:  Now, Christie may know a
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 1   little bit more about that than me, but I think they

 2   tried to come off of one side and -- but I think

 3   we're actually widening on both sides uniformly. But

 4   you may favor one side or another, depending on

 5   where we're at and what we run up against, but being

 6   the road it was and going to a five-lane, trying to

 7   be uniform with it.

 8                  MR. MILER:  Okay.  The second thing,

 9   do you have any kind of time line in mind as for

10   when it might start and a completion date?

11                  MR. OLIVER:  Boy, I wish I could tell

12   everybody an actual start and completion date on

13   projects.  The best I can do with that, and what

14   we've been prepared to say tonight, is Mr. Ozment

15   laid out he had some environmental work to do.  That

16   work is -- really, it's a mandatory requirement for

17   us to spend dollars that come back to us from the

18   Federal Highway Department of the federal

19   government.

20                  He still -- once we -- the milestone

21   is for us to get to where we start construction.  I

22   just kind of tell everybody this to give you an idea

23   -- because someone else is going to ask that same

24   question, so I appreciate it -- is that we have to

25   get the plans finished up to a point that the
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 1   accuracy and the precision of everything is

 2   something we can buy property off of.  So if they're

 3   not there yet, as Christie said, they're

 4   preliminary.  But for us just to get those plans

 5   ready is going to put us sometime spring, summer of

 6   '17 for all this work.  But the environmental

 7   studies may not be finished with Mr. Ozment's staff.

 8   So he's thinking -- looking at somewhere around 12

 9   months hopefully from right now to have all that

10   wrapped up.

11                  But that also takes Federal

12   Highways's cooperation and timely reviews and things

13   like that because it has to go to them for

14   approvals.  Now, once we start the right of way

15   process on these projects, although we've reduced

16   the right of way, we're looking at somewhere of 12

17   to 18 months to coordinate with some utilities and

18   buy the properties.

19                  Now, on project 4 over here, we're

20   not buying right of way, so that one could go

21   quicker because that time frame is actually shorter.

22   Instead of 12 to 18, it would probably be like a

23   nine-month duration.  So that, you know, if

24   everything was just lifted off and said go, that one

25   will probably be ready first.
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 1                  But as far as putting importance on

 2   which one goes first, second, third, really can't

 3   say yet until the first one's actually ready.  But

 4   thank you for the comment.  You may have answered

 5   someone else's question too.

 6                  MR. NAGI:  I think we have time for

 7   one or two more general questions about the project

 8   if anyone has one.

 9                  MR. STINER:  I'm Tom Stiner,

10   S-T-I-N-E-R.  I don't have a question, but based

11   upon the comments, it may be assumed that all of us

12   are negative toward the project.  First, I commend

13   you on your layout.  Everything is very

14   professionally done.  We appreciate you being here

15   and we appreciate this opportunity.

16                  I'm really excited about the road.  I

17   think it's very needed.  And I suspect that several

18   folks here would say the same thing about it.  And

19   thank you for your efforts.

20                  MR. OLIVER:  Thank you.  We

21   appreciate the comments and the questions.  They're

22   good questions and good comments.

23                  MR. NAGI:  Time for one more

24   question.

25                  (No response.)
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 1                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  With that being

 2   said, that concludes the question-and-answer session

 3   of tonight's Design Public Meeting.  We're here till

 4   7:00 to answer any questions you may have.  We'll

 5   have TDOT representatives throughout the room at the

 6   displays for the four projects.

 7                  As a reminder, you can still leave

 8   comments with either court reporter until 7:00 if

 9   you so choose.  If you get those comment cards and

10   take them home, you can send them back to us.  You

11   have till August 11th to get them officially on the

12   record.

13                  Thank you very much for coming out

14   tonight.  We really appreciate it.

15                          *  *  *

16                      PUBLIC COMMENTS

17

18                  MR. LAMBERT:  My comment is

19   concerning the Speedwell Volunteer Fire Department.

20   If the proposal goes as it is, it's going to take

21   our parking lot.  And without that parking lot, we

22   cannot function.  We're both a fire department and a

23   community center and a voting precinct.  So we need

24   somebody to come and talk to us about what is going

25   to happen, what can happen, or what needs to happen.
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 1   Because as proposed, it will not -- it'll harm us

 2   greatly.  Ronald Lambert, L-A-M-B-E-R-T.  I'm the

 3   fire department lieutenant.  Thank you very much.

 4

 5                  MR. MULLINS:  My name is David

 6   Mullins, M-U-L-L-I-N-S.  And I just wanted to say

 7   that the proposed shoulder for project 4 I think

 8   should be wider than 6 foot.  And that's all.

 9

10                   MS. REED:  Ellen Reed, R-E-E-D.  I

11   own lots 48 and 49 on State Route 63.  And my

12   question is, when the widening project goes in, it's

13   going to impact the entry point to lots 48 and 49.

14   So what I want to know is, if they plan on building

15   an access road from State Route 63 to lots 48 and 49

16   to be able to access that property.  Otherwise, the

17   property is going to be landlocked.  So that's my

18   concern.

19                  And according to the maps that are

20   shown, there's going to -- down through there on

21   State Route 63 there's going to be guardrails, which

22   will also impact entry.  So it would be necessary to

23   have TDOT build an access entry into lots 48 and 49

24   to keep from and to prevent being landlocked.  And

25   that's it.  Thank you.
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 1                  MR. HENEGAR:  Dennis Henegar,

 2   H-E-N-E-G-A-R.  Whenever the road was originally

 3   built in 1977, there was a sinkhole in the property.

 4   The State took several truckloads of rock and filled

 5   the sinkhole to try to take care of the water

 6   drainage from the property from behind my house.

 7                  It does not take care of the problem.

 8   Whenever we have a hard rain, quick rain, it'll be

 9   -- water will get 8-foot deep in my front yard and

10   it'll actually go over my driveway and it's not

11   taking care of my water problem.  And the State told

12   me in '77, whenever they built the road, that what

13   they did, if that didn't take care of it, they'd do

14   something to the width.

15                  And they need to have some kind of

16   tile underneath the existing road where that -- all

17   that water can go back to the natural lay of the

18   land.  And that's a creek that starts across the

19   road from my house.  And the way that they -- the

20   road just acts as a dam and it just blocks all the

21   water.

22                  And that is lot -- the proposed lot

23   number that they give is 92, tract 92.  There is two

24   sinkholes now.  One of them's filled up with gravel

25   and has got a catch basin in it.  The other one is
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 1   just an open sinkhole that I put big rocks in trying

 2   to stop from a tractor, or something or other, going

 3   in and getting stuck real bad or whatever.

 4                  And my address is 3629 General Carl

 5   W. Steiner Highway.  And we'll fill out a card too.

 6   Thank you.

 7

 8                  MR. WELCH:  My name is Mont, M-O-N-T,

 9   last name Welch, W-E-L-C-H.  Hey, on the project,

10   I'd actually like to see their ending be project 4

11   at the -- just west of the town creek area.  I'd

12   love to see that road go probably another just a

13   quarter of a mile on down.  There's an intersection

14   right there.

15                  And I drive this highway twice a day.

16   As a matter of fact, my mom lives on the Red Hill

17   Road.  I grew up on that.  There's been many, many

18   accidents over the years, and usually when they are,

19   there's been several people killed.  But usually

20   when they are, they're always bad.

21                  They do have a little turn lane there

22   now, but sometimes the traffic goes back out into

23   the road.  But if they would extend that project on

24   down, just like I said, another quarter of a mile

25   and that's where the major part of the traffic turns
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 1   off there.

 2                  Now, I live probably another three

 3   miles below there in this project part that they're

 4   not going to be doing now.  But as I come down, you

 5   know, the biggest force of traffic does turn off on

 6   that.  And then I'm pretty much by myself on down in

 7   the evenings and stuff too, coming on home.  But I'd

 8   love to see them -- I think it would be beneficial

 9   for them to extend that down just a little bit more,

10   like I said, another quarter of a mile.  It won't be

11   a lot of expense for them, I wouldn't think.  You

12   know, right of way would be there and stuff too as

13   well.

14                  And then one other part I'd love to

15   see them do too, you know, I know comes into the

16   intersection of 63 and State Route -- I guess that's

17   State Route 33, 25B.  In that intersection, there's

18   a red light there.  Of course, I know in the past

19   they proposed maybe some clover leaves or something

20   over there.  But even if they would put a couple of

21   turn lanes to the left going into the Kentucky area,

22   because I go on through Harrogate into Middlesboro,

23   Kentucky.

24                  And I usually leave about 6:30

25   heading to work to get there about 7:00.  If I miss
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 1   my -- say 15 minutes if I'm behind, it's major how

 2   much traffic backs up.  And it backs up a pretty

 3   good little distance, and a lot of it turns that

 4   way.

 5                  So if it happened to be, you know,

 6   that they could put a, you know, a couple left-turn

 7   lanes in there, and then probably some that does

 8   turn to the right too.  So, you know, that's not

 9   always, you know, bad or whatever.  But that could

10   be even a yield lane or some of it.  But definitely

11   two left-turn lanes would definitely help in that

12   matter.

13                  But anyway, I appreciate it.  I'm

14   definitely for the project and I know you-all

15   planned it for a long time and stuff too as well.  I

16   hope to see it come to reality and stuff too as well

17   and stuff.  And, you know, it'd definitely make

18   things a lot safer and stuff too as well though.  I

19   appreciate it there.  Thank you.

20

21                   MR. PROFFITT:  Donald Proffitt,

22   P-R-O-F-F-I-T-T.  I'm representing Emmanuel Baptist

23   Church.  I'm the pastor.  Plus I also have property

24   and a business too.

25                  My business question is on the church
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 1   property, which part of our church property is on

 2   the state and we had permission to make that a

 3   parking lot with asphalt on it.  I'm not asking --

 4   and I knew then and I know now, and I appreciate

 5   the, you know, the opportunity to have part of the

 6   state for property parking.

 7                  But my question is, is when they come

 8   in there and take part of that property away, is

 9   which way is the slope going to be and how much

10   further will it go from the construction line back

11   towards the church?  And if they narrow it down

12   enough for our parking on the church side east, that

13   property will take -- that will take away my ability

14   to park in those lots there.  And what will they be

15   willing or able to do about that?

16                  And basically that's -- and I'm not

17   here to -- I'm not complaining.  I'm here to say we

18   appreciate the opportunity.  We built our church in

19   '78 and we've had that parking space ever since

20   then.  We knew then that if a road was going to

21   come, that we could very easily lose all the way to

22   the right of way.  And they're not showing it all

23   the way to the right of way.  They're just showing

24   it to the construction side.

25                  But the biggest question is, is will
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 1   it slope towards the road?  And if it's too narrow,

 2   will they take here or pay for the parking spaces on

 3   the other side that would be blocked from them to

 4   get into.   That's basically it.  And I can give you

 5   the lot number.  Somewhere I wrote it down here.

 6   The church is 85.

 7                  And then I own a business and I've

 8   got 50 foot down in the bottom there and I don't

 9   know if it's going to affect anything there other

10   than probably the 50-foot line that goes up to my

11   business on the church side and stuff.

12                  Just wanted to make a comment on it

13   and just concerned about that part as a pastor, and

14   then as a business owner and as a land owner too.

15   And that's about it for right now.  Thank you.

16
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		77						LN		2		23		false		         tractor or a slow truck or something real slow, you           				false

		78						LN		2		24		false		    24				false

		79						LN		2		24		false		         can't legally pass in a center turn lane.  That was           				false

		80						LN		2		25		false		    25				false

		81						PG		3		0		false		page 3				false

		82						LN		3		1		false		     1   pointed out to me by somebody else.  That's not an            				false

		83						LN		3		2		false		     2   original idea.                                                				false

		84						LN		3		3		false		     3                  I guess the other thing is more                				false

		85						LN		3		4		false		     4   personal.  My property is on -- would be the north            				false

		86						LN		3		5		false		     5   side of the highway and it sits in a fairly low               				false

		87						LN		3		6		false		     6   spot.  And when it rains heavy, the water from the            				false

		88						LN		3		7		false		     7   field next to me and the water from back behind me            				false

		89						LN		3		8		false		     8   runs down and it runs to the culvert and down to the          				false

		90						LN		3		9		false		     9   ditch line along the highway the way it is.  And              				false

		91						LN		3		10		false		    10   it's fine right now, but I've only got maybe a foot           				false

		92						LN		3		11		false		    11   or so of elevation between my basement garage floor           				false

		93						LN		3		12		false		    12   and where the drainpipe goes that I ran to run the            				false

		94						LN		3		13		false		    13   water out to the highway drainage.                            				false

		95						LN		3		14		false		    14                  If they change the drainage pattern            				false

		96						LN		3		15		false		    15   of the highway, I'm concerned that it might affect            				false

		97						LN		3		16		false		    16   my basement and cause it to be flooded during                 				false

		98						LN		3		17		false		    17   periods of heavy rain.  Won't flood the house, but            				false

		99						LN		3		18		false		    18   it will get into the basement.  And I've written              				false

		100						LN		3		19		false		    19   letters and sent e-mails about this already, so it            				false

		101						LN		3		20		false		    20   should be on record.                                          				false

		102						LN		3		21		false		    21                  The only other thing I would say is I          				false

		103						LN		3		22		false		    22   like the highway the way it is, as far as a good              				false

		104						LN		3		23		false		    23   road to travel.  You've got plenty of straight                				false

		105						LN		3		24		false		    24   places.  People that want to go fast can pass you.            				false

		106						LN		3		25		false		    25   If you want to go the speed limit, they can get               				false

		107						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		108						LN		4		1		false		     1   around you.  If I were going to change anything               				false

		109						LN		4		2		false		     2   about it, I would put in passing lanes every so               				false

		110						LN		4		3		false		     3   often, find an area where you've got plenty of room,          				false

		111						LN		4		4		false		     4   won't affect people's driveways or property, put a            				false

		112						LN		4		5		false		     5   passing lane.  Put two or three of them going one             				false

		113						LN		4		6		false		     6   direction to east, put two or three of them going             				false

		114						LN		4		7		false		     7   west.  You've already got one west not far from               				false

		115						LN		4		8		false		     8   where I live.  And I guess that's about it.  Spend            				false

		116						LN		4		9		false		     9   the money on keeping the road you already have in             				false

		117						LN		4		10		false		    10   good shape.  Interstates need it around here.                 				false

		118						LN		4		11		false		    11                                                                 				false

		119						LN		4		12		false		    12                  MS. OWENS:  Marshall and Mary Owens.           				false

		120						LN		4		13		false		    13   And she just told us that they plan to build a                				false

		121						LN		4		14		false		    14   retaining wall in front of our house rather than              				false

		122						LN		4		15		false		    15   take our house, which they had told us before that            				false

		123						LN		4		16		false		    16   our house would go.                                           				false

		124						LN		4		17		false		    17                  MR. OWENS:  I'm hoping that's what             				false

		125						LN		4		18		false		    18   they go do.                                                   				false

		126						LN		4		19		false		    19                  MS. OWENS:  How long ago was that?             				false

		127						LN		4		20		false		    20                  MR. OWENS:  Ten years ago, 20 years            				false

		128						LN		4		21		false		    21   ago.                                                          				false

		129						LN		4		22		false		    22                  MS. OWENS:  Whenever they had their            				false

		130						LN		4		23		false		    23   meeting before up in Claiborne County.  So all's              				false

		131						LN		4		24		false		    24   well with the world right now with us if that's               				false

		132						LN		4		25		false		    25   true.                                                         				false

		133						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		134						LN		5		1		false		     1                  MR. OWENS:  We're getting too old to           				false

		135						LN		5		2		false		     2   move, build, or whatever, you know.                           				false

		136						LN		5		3		false		     3                  MS. OWENS:  As long as that's what's           				false

		137						LN		5		4		false		     4   happening, we are just happy.                                 				false

		138						LN		5		5		false		     5                  MR. OWENS:  Yeah.  If they do what             				false

		139						LN		5		6		false		     6   they said they was going to do, that would be fine            				false

		140						LN		5		7		false		     7   with us till we die.  Then they can do what they              				false

		141						LN		5		8		false		     8   want to do.                                                   				false

		142						LN		5		9		false		     9                  MS. OWENS:  But that's all we have to          				false

		143						LN		5		10		false		    10   say.                                                          				false

		144						LN		5		11		false		    11                  MR. OWENS:  But we are glad that               				false

		145						LN		5		12		false		    12   they're not taking our house, believe me, so that's           				false

		146						LN		5		13		false		    13   good.                                                         				false

		147						LN		5		14		false		    14                          *  *  *                                				false

		148						LN		5		15		false		    15                                                                 				false

		149						LN		5		16		false		    16                  MR. NAGI:  Hi, good evening.  And              				false

		150						LN		5		17		false		    17   first of all, thank you very much for coming out              				false

		151						LN		5		18		false		    18   tonight.  I know it's hot outside and I know it's             				false

		152						LN		5		19		false		    19   getting hot here in the gymnasium and we know you             				false

		153						LN		5		20		false		    20   guys are very busy, so we really appreciate you               				false

		154						LN		5		21		false		    21   coming out here tonight.                                      				false

		155						LN		5		22		false		    22                  My name is Mark Nagi.  I'm the                 				false

		156						LN		5		23		false		    23   Community Relations Officer for Region 1 of                   				false

		157						LN		5		24		false		    24   Tennessee's Department of Transportation.  We're              				false

		158						LN		5		25		false		    25   here tonight at Valley View Elementary School to              				false

		159						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		160						LN		6		1		false		     1   discuss the proposed Campbell and Claiborne County            				false

		161						LN		6		2		false		     2   State Route 63 widening projects.                             				false

		162						LN		6		3		false		     3                  The meeting is being held to provide           				false

		163						LN		6		4		false		     4   the public an opportunity to provide comments                 				false

		164						LN		6		5		false		     5   regarding these proposed widening projects and for            				false

		165						LN		6		6		false		     6   TDOT representatives to answer questions and provide          				false

		166						LN		6		7		false		     7   information.                                                  				false

		167						LN		6		8		false		     8                  Joining us tonight from the Tennessee          				false

		168						LN		6		9		false		     9   Department of Transportation are TDOT Regional                				false

		169						LN		6		10		false		    10   Director and Assistant Chief Engineer Steve Borden.           				false

		170						LN		6		11		false		    11   TDOT Director of Project Development in Region 1,             				false

		171						LN		6		12		false		    12   Danny Oliver.                                                 				false

		172						LN		6		13		false		    13                  From TDOT's Design division are                				false

		173						LN		6		14		false		    14   Christie Brown, Stacy Weaver, Randy Plummer, Jay              				false

		174						LN		6		15		false		    15   Morgan, Henry Ried, Mike Russell, David Jordan, Mark          				false

		175						LN		6		16		false		    16   Parish, Stephanie Wallis, Louna Koeut, Aubin Fowler,          				false

		176						LN		6		17		false		    17   Suzanne Thomson, Alex Keelty.                                 				false

		177						LN		6		18		false		    18                  From TDOT's Right of Way division are          				false

		178						LN		6		19		false		    19   John Barrett, Phil Addison, Bon Woodson, David                				false

		179						LN		6		20		false		    20   Williams, Steve Head, Denise Hagler, Cory Sharrock,           				false

		180						LN		6		21		false		    21   Sheena Foster, Caleb Underwood, Tina Newman, and              				false

		181						LN		6		22		false		    22   Justin McGill.                                                				false

		182						LN		6		23		false		    23                  From TDOT's Environmental Division,            				false

		183						LN		6		24		false		    24   director Jim Ozment, also Holly Cantrell and Ethan            				false

		184						LN		6		25		false		    25   Saturday.                                                     				false

		185						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		186						LN		7		1		false		     1                  From TDOT Strategic Planning are               				false

		187						LN		7		2		false		     2   Michael Gilbert, Caleb Smith, and David Coggin.               				false

		188						LN		7		3		false		     3                  From TDOT Consultant Thompson                  				false

		189						LN		7		4		false		     4   Engineering are Sharon Braden, Johnny Carr, Jeff              				false

		190						LN		7		5		false		     5   Middlebrooks, and Randy Brown.                                				false

		191						LN		7		6		false		     6                  From TDOT Consultant Palmer                    				false

		192						LN		7		7		false		     7   Engineering is Brian Lee and also Todd Kemp.                  				false

		193						LN		7		8		false		     8                  Coming up in just a couple of                  				false

		194						LN		7		9		false		     9   minutes, we'll have a short presentation.  Following          				false

		195						LN		7		10		false		    10   the presentation, we'll have TDOT representatives             				false

		196						LN		7		11		false		    11   scattered throughout the gymnasium in front of the            				false

		197						LN		7		12		false		    12   displays to answer any questions that you may have.           				false

		198						LN		7		13		false		    13                  Once again, this is a NEPA Design              				false

		199						LN		7		14		false		    14   Public Meeting, which means you have a few different          				false

		200						LN		7		15		false		    15   ways to get your comments on the record.  We have             				false

		201						LN		7		16		false		    16   two court reporters present, one in the front of the          				false

		202						LN		7		17		false		    17   room and one in the back of the room.  They will be           				false

		203						LN		7		18		false		    18   recording all public comments that are made at this           				false

		204						LN		7		19		false		    19   meeting.  They're also available following the                				false

		205						LN		7		20		false		    20   public question-and-answer session to take down all           				false

		206						LN		7		21		false		    21   your comments privately if that is something that             				false

		207						LN		7		22		false		    22   you would prefer.                                             				false

		208						LN		7		23		false		    23                  Also, as you walked in and signed in,          				false

		209						LN		7		24		false		    24   you noticed we had comment cards and pens.  You can           				false

		210						LN		7		25		false		    25   write down your comments and hand them in to us               				false

		211						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		212						LN		8		1		false		     1   tonight, or you can take the cards home and send              				false

		213						LN		8		2		false		     2   them back to us.  You have 21 days from today to do           				false

		214						LN		8		3		false		     3   that, if you do choose to send them in.                       				false

		215						LN		8		4		false		     4                  In addition, following the                     				false

		216						LN		8		5		false		     5   presentation, we'll set aside a few minutes for a             				false

		217						LN		8		6		false		     6   public question-and-answer session if anyone has any          				false

		218						LN		8		7		false		     7   general questions about the project that they would           				false

		219						LN		8		8		false		     8   like to have answered.  If you have specific                  				false

		220						LN		8		9		false		     9   questions about the project, once again, we'll have           				false

		221						LN		8		10		false		    10   TDOT representatives at all the displays throughout           				false

		222						LN		8		11		false		    11   the gymnasium after tonight's presentation.                   				false

		223						LN		8		12		false		    12                  Before we go any further, I'll ask             				false

		224						LN		8		13		false		    13   are there any members of the media in attendance              				false

		225						LN		8		14		false		    14   tonight?                                                      				false

		226						LN		8		15		false		    15                  (No response.)                                 				false

		227						LN		8		16		false		    16                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  At this time, I'd            				false

		228						LN		8		17		false		    17   like to ask all elected public officials to please            				false

		229						LN		8		18		false		    18   stand, say your name, and the office that they                				false

		230						LN		8		19		false		    19   represent.                                                    				false

		231						LN		8		20		false		    20                  MR. POWERS:  Hello, I'm Dennis Powers          				false

		232						LN		8		21		false		    21   and I'm the state representative for Campbell,                				false

		233						LN		8		22		false		    22   Anderson, and Union County, and glad to be here               				false

		234						LN		8		23		false		    23   tonight.  I remember when the road was first being            				false

		235						LN		8		24		false		    24   -- the project was first being envisioned back in             				false

		236						LN		8		25		false		    25   the late 1970s, so we're happy to be here and happy           				false

		237						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		238						LN		9		1		false		     1   to see everything going through.                              				false

		239						LN		9		2		false		     2                  MR. SEXTON:  I'm state representative          				false

		240						LN		9		3		false		     3   Jerry Sexton.  I cover Claiborne, Grainger, and part          				false

		241						LN		9		4		false		     4   of Union County.  And we're just grateful for the             				false

		242						LN		9		5		false		     5   good work that TDOT does, and we look forward to              				false

		243						LN		9		6		false		     6   seeing this project finished.                                 				false

		244						LN		9		7		false		     7                  MR. NAGI:  Are there any other                 				false

		245						LN		9		8		false		     8   elected officials with us tonight?                            				false

		246						LN		9		9		false		     9                  (No response.)                                 				false

		247						LN		9		10		false		    10                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  Well, with that              				false

		248						LN		9		11		false		    11   being said, I'll turn things over to TDOT's Jim               				false

		249						LN		9		12		false		    12   Ozment, who will begin tonight's presentation.  Jim.          				false

		250						LN		9		13		false		    13                  MR. OZMENT:  Good evening.  I'm Jim            				false

		251						LN		9		14		false		    14   Ozment.  I am the Director of the Environmental               				false

		252						LN		9		15		false		    15   Division for TDOT.  We do all the environmental               				false

		253						LN		9		16		false		    16   studies portion of the project in advance of moving           				false

		254						LN		9		17		false		    17   into design and construction.                                 				false

		255						LN		9		18		false		    18                  Just to let you know, this is not the          				false

		256						LN		9		19		false		    19   first time that we've been here.  We were here in             				false

		257						LN		9		20		false		    20   2009.  Go back through a little bit.  We were here            				false

		258						LN		9		21		false		    21   in 2009 for a public hearing to talk about the                				false

		259						LN		9		22		false		    22   project at that time.  It was a little bit different          				false

		260						LN		9		23		false		    23   than it is now, which is why we're wanting to come            				false

		261						LN		9		24		false		    24   back.                                                         				false

		262						LN		9		25		false		    25                  A lot of what happens in the                   				false

		263						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		264						LN		10		1		false		     1   environmental division is trying to get in and find           				false

		265						LN		10		2		false		     2   and ferret out the problems that we would encounter,          				false

		266						LN		10		3		false		     3   whether they be environmental, social, right of way.          				false

		267						LN		10		4		false		     4   We're looking up front to see how the road                    				false

		268						LN		10		5		false		     5   improvements would affect people either positively            				false

		269						LN		10		6		false		     6   or negatively.  So that's our role in project                 				false

		270						LN		10		7		false		     7   development, primarily.                                       				false

		271						LN		10		8		false		     8                  We gathered a lot of information back          				false

		272						LN		10		9		false		     9   then and that's been, in fact, used and incorporated          				false

		273						LN		10		10		false		    10   into the current design changes, and I'll talk about          				false

		274						LN		10		11		false		    11   that a little bit more in a minute.                           				false

		275						LN		10		12		false		    12                  In 2012 -- you might wonder why we             				false

		276						LN		10		13		false		    13   met here last in 2009.  Well, in 2012, the                    				false

		277						LN		10		14		false		    14   department stopped a lot of their projects across             				false

		278						LN		10		15		false		    15   the state to take another look at them.  Finances             				false

		279						LN		10		16		false		    16   were getting pretty tight.  We needed to find a way           				false

		280						LN		10		17		false		    17   to be sure that we could deliver projects to people           				false

		281						LN		10		18		false		    18   that they needed now, instead of potentially                  				false

		282						LN		10		19		false		    19   projects that would benefit for a great number of             				false

		283						LN		10		20		false		    20   years into the future.  So what we're looking at are          				false

		284						LN		10		21		false		    21   ways to deliver things that are affordable, and yet           				false

		285						LN		10		22		false		    22   are extremely important to the community in a timely          				false

		286						LN		10		23		false		    23   manner.                                                       				false

		287						LN		10		24		false		    24                  So we had to go back and look and see          				false

		288						LN		10		25		false		    25   where we could change that, and that goes back to             				false

		289						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		290						LN		11		1		false		     1   how we've changed the design of this a little bit.            				false

		291						LN		11		2		false		     2   So in 2015, that initiative was ended, and here we            				false

		292						LN		11		3		false		     3   are in of July '16 to talk about that and tell you a          				false

		293						LN		11		4		false		     4   little bit more.                                              				false

		294						LN		11		5		false		     5                  The way things typically go in a               				false

		295						LN		11		6		false		     6   project is there is a planning phase where everybody          				false

		296						LN		11		7		false		     7   tries to decide what's a good idea.  And building a           				false

		297						LN		11		8		false		     8   road or widening the road from LaFollette to                  				false

		298						LN		11		9		false		     9   Harrogate is the extent of the project, the entire            				false

		299						LN		11		10		false		    10   length through there.  After that, it's best to               				false

		300						LN		11		11		false		    11   start with the design.  It moves into environmental.          				false

		301						LN		11		12		false		    12   And then it moves kind of back to design so that              				false

		302						LN		11		13		false		    13   they can do some more formal type of work.                    				false

		303						LN		11		14		false		    14                  In this particular case, though,               				false

		304						LN		11		15		false		    15   because the design changed and the environmental was          				false

		305						LN		11		16		false		    16   not completed, we're going to have to go back                 				false

		306						LN		11		17		false		    17   through and continue to do some additional                    				false

		307						LN		11		18		false		    18   environmental work on this.  So we're working in              				false

		308						LN		11		19		false		    19   conjunction with the design group to ensure that              				false

		309						LN		11		20		false		    20   this meets everyone's needs.                                  				false

		310						LN		11		21		false		    21                  Then after that's done, the project            				false

		311						LN		11		22		false		    22   would move to right of way, where right of way, if            				false

		312						LN		11		23		false		    23   there was any need, it would be purchased, and then           				false

		313						LN		11		24		false		    24   from there to construction.                                   				false

		314						LN		11		25		false		    25                  The original plan, it was a little             				false

		315						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		316						LN		12		1		false		     1   bit different than what we're talking about.  We              				false

		317						LN		12		2		false		     2   talked about coming out of LaFollette at the end of           				false

		318						LN		12		3		false		     3   the five-lane and extending it to Woodson.  And then          				false

		319						LN		12		4		false		     4   we were going to move from Woodson Lane with a                				false

		320						LN		12		5		false		     5   four-lane divided roadway.  That was a -- had a               				false

		321						LN		12		6		false		     6   48-foot median and about a 250-, maybe even a                 				false

		322						LN		12		7		false		     7   300-foot wide right of way, which was quite                   				false

		323						LN		12		8		false		     8   extensive.  That also had a lot of right of way               				false

		324						LN		12		9		false		     9   impacts for businesses and homes that were along              				false

		325						LN		12		10		false		    10   that path.                                                    				false

		326						LN		12		11		false		    11                  The easternmost portion of that                				false

		327						LN		12		12		false		    12   project as it was designed then was either a couple           				false

		328						LN		12		13		false		    13   of different alternatives.  One of them was to run            				false

		329						LN		12		14		false		    14   the five -- or the four-lane all the way into 25,             				false

		330						LN		12		15		false		    15   and the other one was to transition it from five to           				false

		331						LN		12		16		false		    16   three to two.  Again, that was the original concept           				false

		332						LN		12		17		false		    17   that was studied back in '09.                                 				false

		333						LN		12		18		false		    18                  At this point, what you're seeing              				false

		334						LN		12		19		false		    19   around the wall today is an extension of the road             				false

		335						LN		12		20		false		    20   from the five-lane at LaFollette to somewhere near            				false

		336						LN		12		21		false		    21   Hall Lane.  That still hasn't been determined, but            				false

		337						LN		12		22		false		    22   instead of having the four-lane and five-lane, it             				false

		338						LN		12		23		false		    23   would be running the five-lane section the whole way          				false

		339						LN		12		24		false		    24   out through there.                                            				false

		340						LN		12		25		false		    25                  That would reduce the right of way             				false

		341						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		342						LN		13		1		false		     1   takes considerably and pull the right of way back             				false

		343						LN		13		2		false		     2   to, in many instances, where we're already within             				false

		344						LN		13		3		false		     3   our own right of way.  It would also fix some                 				false

		345						LN		13		4		false		     4   interchanges along the way and how the roads are              				false

		346						LN		13		5		false		     5   connected.  Again, I can't show you probably here.            				false

		347						LN		13		6		false		     6   It's much better if you can just walk around the              				false

		348						LN		13		7		false		     7   room and take a look and ask questions about your             				false

		349						LN		13		8		false		     8   specific areas of interest.                                   				false

		350						LN		13		9		false		     9                  But from somewhere near Hall Lane to           				false

		351						LN		13		10		false		    10   Old Town Creek, there's a -- we're studying that              				false

		352						LN		13		11		false		    11   right now to decide what's best to do with that,              				false

		353						LN		13		12		false		    12   whether it would be to delete it, to move it to a             				false

		354						LN		13		13		false		    13   three-lane, or to potentially the five-lane.  But it          				false

		355						LN		13		14		false		    14   looks like it would be reasonable to potentially              				false

		356						LN		13		15		false		    15   move it to the three-lane type of a section.                  				false

		357						LN		13		16		false		    16                  And then from there, on into US 25 at          				false

		358						LN		13		17		false		    17   Harrogate to take it as a three-lane all the way in           				false

		359						LN		13		18		false		    18   through there.  So in essence, if you think about             				false

		360						LN		13		19		false		    19   it, it drops from instead of having a four-lane               				false

		361						LN		13		20		false		    20   through a large percentage of that to a five-lane             				false

		362						LN		13		21		false		    21   and a three-lane.                                             				false

		363						LN		13		22		false		    22                  Some of the reasoning for that came            				false

		364						LN		13		23		false		    23   from the public comments that we received from y'all          				false

		365						LN		13		24		false		    24   at the end of the last meeting.  Where, when you had          				false

		366						LN		13		25		false		    25   a four-lane, there was a lot of concerns from                 				false

		367						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		368						LN		14		1		false		     1   businesses about, well, where would the median                				false

		369						LN		14		2		false		     2   cutovers be, and, what if it's not across from my             				false

		370						LN		14		3		false		     3   house or across from my business, how will that               				false

		371						LN		14		4		false		     4   affect me?                                                    				false

		372						LN		14		5		false		     5                  Five-lane section, you have an                 				false

		373						LN		14		6		false		     6   opportunity to turn, it's a much safer type of a              				false

		374						LN		14		7		false		     7   roadway when you're doing that, ability to make that          				false

		375						LN		14		8		false		     8   turn anywhere you need to up and down through there           				false

		376						LN		14		9		false		     9   and get you out of the travel lane.  So that's the            				false

		377						LN		14		10		false		    10   reason for that -- or one of the reasons for that.            				false

		378						LN		14		11		false		    11                  So what of the benefits of the new             				false

		379						LN		14		12		false		    12   design?  We believe that obviously it's going to              				false

		380						LN		14		13		false		    13   reduce the right of way impacts by bringing a good            				false

		381						LN		14		14		false		    14   deal of this project back within our current right            				false

		382						LN		14		15		false		    15   of way limits and not having to purchase nearly as            				false

		383						LN		14		16		false		    16   much on the eastern end.  I believe we're completely          				false

		384						LN		14		17		false		    17   within our own right of way with this segment over            				false

		385						LN		14		18		false		    18   here.  There's some amount of right of way that               				false

		386						LN		14		19		false		    19   would be needed on the other sections.                        				false

		387						LN		14		20		false		    20                  So if we reduce the right of way,              				false

		388						LN		14		21		false		    21   obviously we reduce residential and business impact           				false

		389						LN		14		22		false		    22   and takes to that.  At the same time, it reduces              				false

		390						LN		14		23		false		    23   environmental impacts, like impacts to streams or             				false

		391						LN		14		24		false		    24   wetlands or anything else that we might happen to             				false

		392						LN		14		25		false		    25   run into up and down through there.                           				false

		393						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		394						LN		15		1		false		     1                  By reducing the cost of the project            				false

		395						LN		15		2		false		     2   from a four-lane to a five-lane, it also allows us            				false

		396						LN		15		3		false		     3   to be able to fund that quicker and get that project          				false

		397						LN		15		4		false		     4   to delivery, you know, in a shorter amount of time.           				false

		398						LN		15		5		false		     5   And ultimately, faster delivery equals the greater            				false

		399						LN		15		6		false		     6   safety for you and the driving community.  So that            				false

		400						LN		15		7		false		     7   is some of the eventual design benefits that we               				false

		401						LN		15		8		false		     8   believe.                                                      				false

		402						LN		15		9		false		     9                  In environmental, one of the things            				false

		403						LN		15		10		false		    10   that we have to look at -- well, it's a number of             				false

		404						LN		15		11		false		    11   things that we have to look at it, but it goes                				false

		405						LN		15		12		false		    12   through things like streams, historic structures,             				false

		406						LN		15		13		false		    13   archaeological sites, we look for all that.  But we           				false

		407						LN		15		14		false		    14   did that on the wider right of way back in 2009               				false

		408						LN		15		15		false		    15   time.                                                         				false

		409						LN		15		16		false		    16                  We really didn't find a lot of                 				false

		410						LN		15		17		false		    17   environmental impacts that would be significant.              				false

		411						LN		15		18		false		    18   And now with the reduced impacts for the right of             				false

		412						LN		15		19		false		    19   way, it should be that or less in most instances.             				false

		413						LN		15		20		false		    20   So -- but we have to go back and go through all of            				false

		414						LN		15		21		false		    21   this again to basically update these types of                 				false

		415						LN		15		22		false		    22   studies.                                                      				false

		416						LN		15		23		false		    23                  So what are the next steps?  Well, we          				false

		417						LN		15		24		false		    24   have to complete an environmental impact study.  We           				false

		418						LN		15		25		false		    25   are not sure if we're not going to be able to reduce          				false

		419						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		420						LN		16		1		false		     1   that.  We're in negotiations kind of with Federal             				false

		421						LN		16		2		false		     2   Highway Administration, which oversees our money, at          				false

		422						LN		16		3		false		     3   this point to try to get that level of                        				false

		423						LN		16		4		false		     4   documentation, something that can go faster for us.           				false

		424						LN		16		5		false		     5   We're going to incorporate the public comments from           				false

		425						LN		16		6		false		     6   tonight into that document so that we're -- we have           				false

		426						LN		16		7		false		     7   your input as to what you think about this.                   				false

		427						LN		16		8		false		     8                  And that's an important part of us             				false

		428						LN		16		9		false		     9   convincing the Federal Highway of the right                   				false

		429						LN		16		10		false		    10   direction to go, is how does the public feel about            				false

		430						LN		16		11		false		    11   this.  So don't think that your voices aren't heard.          				false

		431						LN		16		12		false		    12   They were heard last time and they will be                    				false

		432						LN		16		13		false		    13   incorporated this time.                                       				false

		433						LN		16		14		false		    14                  If there's any design modifications            				false

		434						LN		16		15		false		    15   based on what we hear from y'all, then we will go             				false

		435						LN		16		16		false		    16   ahead and try to incorporate those into the new               				false

		436						LN		16		17		false		    17   design, finalize our design, before we can start              				false

		437						LN		16		18		false		    18   right of way, and then of course acquire right of             				false

		438						LN		16		19		false		    19   way, and then fund -- schedule and fund the project           				false

		439						LN		16		20		false		    20   itself.                                                       				false

		440						LN		16		21		false		    21                  The environmental team, which                  				false

		441						LN		16		22		false		    22   consists of the Region 1 Design Group that we're              				false

		442						LN		16		23		false		    23   working with here out of Knoxville, the                       				false

		443						LN		16		24		false		    24   Environmental division, which is primarily located            				false

		444						LN		16		25		false		    25   in Nashville, and Kimley-Horn Consultants, which              				false

		445						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		446						LN		17		1		false		     1   will be our partner in helping us complete that,              				false

		447						LN		17		2		false		     2   that work.                                                    				false

		448						LN		17		3		false		     3                  So at this time, I'd like to                   				false

		449						LN		17		4		false		     4   introduce Christie Brown.  She will tell you about            				false

		450						LN		17		5		false		     5   the rest of the project here.                                 				false

		451						LN		17		6		false		     6                  MS. BROWN:  Thank you, Jim.  What I'm          				false

		452						LN		17		7		false		     7   going to do is, I'm going to talk mainly about what           				false

		453						LN		17		8		false		     8   you guys see here tonight in front of you.  This is           				false

		454						LN		17		9		false		     9   a map that was also outside some of you may have              				false

		455						LN		17		10		false		    10   seen when you actually signed in.  It shows the four          				false

		456						LN		17		11		false		    11   projects that we are looking at tonight, what we              				false

		457						LN		17		12		false		    12   have displays for and preliminary plans.                      				false

		458						LN		17		13		false		    13                  And we've color-coded around the               				false

		459						LN		17		14		false		    14   room.  The red is project number 1.  And it goes              				false

		460						LN		17		15		false		    15   from the LaFollette Urban Boundary, which is down             				false

		461						LN		17		16		false		    16   where the five-lane actually transitions down to              				false

		462						LN		17		17		false		    17   two.  I think there's the Food Lion there, Myer's             				false

		463						LN		17		18		false		    18   Lane.  And it goes up to Woodson Drive and Frontier.          				false

		464						LN		17		19		false		    19                  The blue project, project number 2,            				false

		465						LN		17		20		false		    20   picks up there at Woodson and Frontier and goes to            				false

		466						LN		17		21		false		    21   the Campbell and Claiborne County Line.                       				false

		467						LN		17		22		false		    22                  Project number 3, the green project            				false

		468						LN		17		23		false		    23   you see, picks up at the Campbell/Claiborne County            				false

		469						LN		17		24		false		    24   line and goes up near Hall Lane.                              				false

		470						LN		17		25		false		    25                  And then project number 4, the                 				false

		471						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		472						LN		18		1		false		     1   purple, picks up a little bit west of Old Town Creek          				false

		473						LN		18		2		false		     2   and goes up to State Route 32, or US 25E.                     				false

		474						LN		18		3		false		     3                  So as Mark mentioned, who is here              				false

		475						LN		18		4		false		     4   tonight, this is the design team.  There are several          				false

		476						LN		18		5		false		     5   of us here from the Regional 1 office out on                  				false

		477						LN		18		6		false		     6   Strawberry Plains, and we also have representatives           				false

		478						LN		18		7		false		     7   from Thompson Engineering and Palmer Engineering.             				false

		479						LN		18		8		false		     8                  So projects 1, 2, and 3, I'm going to          				false

		480						LN		18		9		false		     9   lump those all together.  Where project number 1              				false

		481						LN		18		10		false		    10   ends, project number 2 starts.  Where project number          				false

		482						LN		18		11		false		    11   2 ends, project number 3 starts.  And they're all             				false

		483						LN		18		12		false		    12   very similar.                                                 				false

		484						LN		18		13		false		    13                  So project number 1, 2, and 3, again,          				false

		485						LN		18		14		false		    14   that is basically a 15-mile stretch of State Route            				false

		486						LN		18		15		false		    15   63.  And it starts there, coming out of LaFollette,           				false

		487						LN		18		16		false		    16   all the way up to Hall Lane in Claiborne County.              				false

		488						LN		18		17		false		    17   And this may be difficult to see up here on this              				false

		489						LN		18		18		false		    18   screen, so I would refer all you guys to your                 				false

		490						LN		18		19		false		    19   handout.  The typical section can all be found in             				false

		491						LN		18		20		false		    20   your handouts for all three projects in the inside            				false

		492						LN		18		21		false		    21   there.                                                        				false

		493						LN		18		22		false		    22                  For projects 1, 2, and 3, we are               				false

		494						LN		18		23		false		    23   proposing a five-lane roadway.  You will have                 				false

		495						LN		18		24		false		    24   12-foot travel lanes, two in each direction, with a           				false

		496						LN		18		25		false		    25   12-foot center turn lane.  We also are proposing              				false

		497						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		498						LN		19		1		false		     1   12-foot shoulders.  Through that 15-mile stretch,             				false

		499						LN		19		2		false		     2   there will be some various intersection improvements          				false

		500						LN		19		3		false		     3   at side roads.                                                				false

		501						LN		19		4		false		     4                  One thing to note about -- within              				false

		502						LN		19		5		false		     5   project number 1, we are proposing a couple new               				false

		503						LN		19		6		false		     6   traffic signals.  We're proposing one at State Route          				false

		504						LN		19		7		false		     7   63 at Myers Lane, which is right there at the                 				false

		505						LN		19		8		false		     8   beginning where Food Lion is, and another one at              				false

		506						LN		19		9		false		     9   State Route 63 and Middlesboro Road and Wildwood              				false

		507						LN		19		10		false		    10   Circle.                                                       				false

		508						LN		19		11		false		    11                  At the intersection of State Route 63          				false

		509						LN		19		12		false		    12   and Old Middlesboro Highway, we're actually                   				false

		510						LN		19		13		false		    13   proposing some realignment of that intersection.  I           				false

		511						LN		19		14		false		    14   think there's an existing signal there now.  It will          				false

		512						LN		19		15		false		    15   be signalized, but we are realigning that                     				false

		513						LN		19		16		false		    16   intersection.                                                 				false

		514						LN		19		17		false		    17                  Project number 4, which is over here,          				false

		515						LN		19		18		false		    18   the purple project, goes from west of Old Town Creek          				false

		516						LN		19		19		false		    19   to State Route 32, US 25E, in Claiborne County and            				false

		517						LN		19		20		false		    20   now Harrogate.  It's approximately six miles in               				false

		518						LN		19		21		false		    21   that.  This typical -- this roadway was a little bit          				false

		519						LN		19		22		false		    22   different than projects 1, 2, and 3.  And again,              				false

		520						LN		19		23		false		    23   I'll refer you guys to your handout if you can't see          				false

		521						LN		19		24		false		    24   this on the screen.                                           				false

		522						LN		19		25		false		    25                  We will again have 12-foot travel              				false

		523						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		524						LN		20		1		false		     1   lanes, one in each direction, and we'll have a                				false

		525						LN		20		2		false		     2   12-foot center turn line.  At some locations, the             				false

		526						LN		20		3		false		     3   center turn lane may go into a truck-climbing lane            				false

		527						LN		20		4		false		     4   or a passing lane.  But it will be a three-lane               				false

		528						LN		20		5		false		     5   section.                                                      				false

		529						LN		20		6		false		     6                  Through that section, instead of               				false

		530						LN		20		7		false		     7   12-foot shoulders, we're going to have proposed               				false

		531						LN		20		8		false		     8   6-foot shoulders, and we are proposing a 10-foot              				false

		532						LN		20		9		false		     9   shared-use path that goes from Londonderry Road to            				false

		533						LN		20		10		false		    10   HY Livesay Middle School.  We've coordinated with             				false

		534						LN		20		11		false		    11   the city of Harrogate on that.                                				false

		535						LN		20		12		false		    12                  So now I'm really going to spend some          				false

		536						LN		20		13		false		    13   time talking about the displays, what you guys are            				false

		537						LN		20		14		false		    14   looking at.  I think all of you guys have looked at           				false

		538						LN		20		15		false		    15   some of the displays, maybe not all.  The                     				false

		539						LN		20		16		false		    16   representatives from TDOT and Thompson and Palmer             				false

		540						LN		20		17		false		    17   will all be there to answer any questions, but there          				false

		541						LN		20		18		false		    18   is a couple things I want to point out.                       				false

		542						LN		20		19		false		    19                  If you see a purple dashed line --             				false

		543						LN		20		20		false		    20   this purple dashed line here, that's the existing             				false

		544						LN		20		21		false		    21   right of way line.  And the other thing I wanted to           				false

		545						LN		20		22		false		    22   point out, this proposed guardrail.  Just some                				false

		546						LN		20		23		false		    23   things, if you're looking at these displays, so you           				false

		547						LN		20		24		false		    24   know what they are.                                           				false

		548						LN		20		25		false		    25                  If you see a yellow line with                  				false

		549						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		550						LN		21		1		false		     1   little-bitty yellow circles up on one side of it,             				false

		551						LN		21		2		false		     2   that's a proposed guardrail.  These blue, those               				false

		552						LN		21		3		false		     3   lines right here, those are existing drainage                 				false

		553						LN		21		4		false		     4   structures, whether they're box culverts or pipes.            				false

		554						LN		21		5		false		     5   We have some that we are extending because we're              				false

		555						LN		21		6		false		     6   widening the road.                                            				false

		556						LN		21		7		false		     7                  And notice that you don't see the              				false

		557						LN		21		8		false		     8   existing road on these displays.  All you see is the          				false

		558						LN		21		9		false		     9   black.  That's because the proposed road is going             				false

		559						LN		21		10		false		    10   over the existing.  We're widening along the                  				false

		560						LN		21		11		false		    11   existing.  The alignment of the road is not                   				false

		561						LN		21		12		false		    12   changing.                                                     				false

		562						LN		21		13		false		    13                  Something else to point out, proposed          				false

		563						LN		21		14		false		    14   right of way.  We are trying to minimize proposed             				false

		564						LN		21		15		false		    15   right of way on projects 1, 2, and 3.  Currently, on          				false

		565						LN		21		16		false		    16   project 4, we're not showing any proposed right of            				false

		566						LN		21		17		false		    17   way.  This heavy red line -- and it should be                 				false

		567						LN		21		18		false		    18   labeled as proposed right of way.                             				false

		568						LN		21		19		false		    19                  So when you look at the map, and if            				false

		569						LN		21		20		false		    20   you see that near your property, we would be                  				false

		570						LN		21		21		false		    21   acquiring what would be between the proposed heavy            				false

		571						LN		21		22		false		    22   red line and this dashed purple line.  That would be          				false

		572						LN		21		23		false		    23   the area that we need to acquire.  Now, these plans           				false

		573						LN		21		24		false		    24   we are presenting tonight are preliminary.  We will           				false

		574						LN		21		25		false		    25   go back and we will incorporate comments that are             				false

		575						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		576						LN		22		1		false		     1   received tonight.  Our goal is to minimize any                				false

		577						LN		22		2		false		     2   impacts we can.                                               				false

		578						LN		22		3		false		     3                  So please let us know your comments,           				false

		579						LN		22		4		false		     4   fill out a comment card, talk to the court reporter.          				false

		580						LN		22		5		false		     5   That is why we're here.                                       				false

		581						LN		22		6		false		     6                  This type of gray type of shading is           				false

		582						LN		22		7		false		     7   driveways.  Several of you may not -- we may not be           				false

		583						LN		22		8		false		     8   acquiring right of way, but we will be tying in your          				false

		584						LN		22		9		false		     9   driveway while widening the roadway, so we will have          				false

		585						LN		22		10		false		    10   to do some work on your driveway to tie that in.              				false

		586						LN		22		11		false		    11                  There's also some -- a different kind          				false

		587						LN		22		12		false		    12   of dashed red line down here that some of you guys            				false

		588						LN		22		13		false		    13   may see.  That's a proposed construction easement,            				false

		589						LN		22		14		false		    14   that is probably that we will pay for.  And it                				false

		590						LN		22		15		false		    15   allows us to get on that property to do construction          				false

		591						LN		22		16		false		    16   on the road.                                                  				false

		592						LN		22		17		false		    17                  This is actually on project 4, just            				false

		593						LN		22		18		false		    18   one thing I want to point out.  This green type of            				false

		594						LN		22		19		false		    19   shading right here, that represents the shared use            				false

		595						LN		22		20		false		    20   path.  Like I mentioned, we are proposing a section           				false

		596						LN		22		21		false		    21   of shared use path as 10-foot wide from Londonderry           				false

		597						LN		22		22		false		    22   down to HY Livesay Middle School.                             				false

		598						LN		22		23		false		    23                  This heavy yellow line right here is           				false

		599						LN		22		24		false		    24   a proposed retaining wall.  We do have several, and           				false

		600						LN		22		25		false		    25   that's mainly to minimize impacts along the project.          				false

		601						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		602						LN		23		1		false		     1                  So it's been said several times, but           				false

		603						LN		23		2		false		     2   your guys' comments are very important to us.  That           				false

		604						LN		23		3		false		     3   is why we're here.  So we strongly encourage you              				false

		605						LN		23		4		false		     4   guys to fill out your comment cards, drop them off            				false

		606						LN		23		5		false		     5   tonight, or take them home with you.  And you have            				false

		607						LN		23		6		false		     6   21 days to mail them in, or you can talk verbally             				false

		608						LN		23		7		false		     7   with the court reporters and they'll take it down.            				false

		609						LN		23		8		false		     8                  So at this time, we just want to               				false

		610						LN		23		9		false		     9   thank you guys for your attendance.  And there is             				false

		611						LN		23		10		false		    10   some contact names up here.  Mr. Danny Oliver, who            				false

		612						LN		23		11		false		    11   is the Region 1 Director of Project Development, and          				false

		613						LN		23		12		false		    12   Mr. Jim Ozment, who is the Director of the TDOT               				false

		614						LN		23		13		false		    13   Environmental Division.  Thank you.                           				false

		615						LN		23		14		false		    14                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  What we're going to          				false

		616						LN		23		15		false		    15   do now is, we've got a few minutes for some general           				false

		617						LN		23		16		false		    16   questions about the project.  If you have any                 				false

		618						LN		23		17		false		    17   general questions you'd like to ask, please raise             				false

		619						LN		23		18		false		    18   your hand and I'll come up to you.                            				false

		620						LN		23		19		false		    19                  If you could, please state your name           				false

		621						LN		23		20		false		    20   and your address for the record.                              				false

		622						LN		23		21		false		    21                  MR. RUSSELL:  Leroy Zeke Russell.  I           				false

		623						LN		23		22		false		    22   was born and raised in this area.  And my question            				false

		624						LN		23		23		false		    23   is, this nice road, going up and down the road,               				false

		625						LN		23		24		false		    24   which we needed, versus the old road that I grew up           				false

		626						LN		23		25		false		    25   on, we have a town of LaFollette that has two state           				false

		627						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		628						LN		24		1		false		     1   routes already going into it.  And the working                				false

		629						LN		24		2		false		     2   people in this area, it takes at least 10 to 12               				false

		630						LN		24		3		false		     3   hours to do an 8-hour shift.  I've done it for 40             				false

		631						LN		24		4		false		     4   years.                                                        				false

		632						LN		24		5		false		     5                  And to go through LaFollette during            				false

		633						LN		24		6		false		     6   the rush hour, it's anywhere -- from here to the              				false

		634						LN		24		7		false		     7   interstate, it's anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour          				false

		635						LN		24		8		false		     8   and a half.  And how in the world can any TDOT or             				false

		636						LN		24		9		false		     9   any other person justify building this five-lane              				false

		637						LN		24		10		false		    10   super road where we can drive 70 and 80 miles an              				false

		638						LN		24		11		false		    11   hour down to LaFollette where it's going to be a              				false

		639						LN		24		12		false		    12   dead-end street, dumping all this traffic?  What's            				false

		640						LN		24		13		false		    13   the plan to do with all the traffic once we go to             				false

		641						LN		24		14		false		    14   LaFollette?                                                   				false

		642						LN		24		15		false		    15                  To me, this whole project is a slap            				false

		643						LN		24		16		false		    16   in the face to the working people of this area. I'm           				false

		644						LN		24		17		false		    17   talking about the people -- young, 20, 30, and 40             				false

		645						LN		24		18		false		    18   years old.  My working days is about over.  But how           				false

		646						LN		24		19		false		    19   can you justify even thinking about building a                				false

		647						LN		24		20		false		    20   better road?                                                  				false

		648						LN		24		21		false		    21                  I mean, we have a very serious                 				false

		649						LN		24		22		false		    22   problem, but it's not this road.  The problem is              				false

		650						LN		24		23		false		    23   LaFollette.  Why don't we take all of the money back          				false

		651						LN		24		24		false		    24   up and decide to bypass LaFollette?  That's what we           				false

		652						LN		24		25		false		    25   need.  We don't need no interstate up and down this           				false

		653						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		654						LN		25		1		false		     1   valley.  I mean, if you do make it a road that goes           				false

		655						LN		25		2		false		     2   -- that can't go to anywhere.  Because that's what            				false

		656						LN		25		3		false		     3   we're doing, we're building a five-lane road that             				false

		657						LN		25		4		false		     4   goes into a dead-end street.                                  				false

		658						LN		25		5		false		     5                  I'm not against building roads.                				false

		659						LN		25		6		false		     6   That's something very good for the economy.  But              				false

		660						LN		25		7		false		     7   it's a disaster for the young working people.  Of             				false

		661						LN		25		8		false		     8   course, I noticed everybody in here is kind of like           				false

		662						LN		25		9		false		     9   me, their work days are done over with.  But their            				false

		663						LN		25		10		false		    10   children and grandchildren, you're running people             				false

		664						LN		25		11		false		    11   out of this town because they simply cannot -- if             				false

		665						LN		25		12		false		    12   you live in this area right here, you've got to work          				false

		666						LN		25		13		false		    13   in Oak Ridge or Knoxville.  And there's just no way           				false

		667						LN		25		14		false		    14   that you can work in Oak Ridge and Knoxville and              				false

		668						LN		25		15		false		    15   work an 8-hour shift without turning it into a                				false

		669						LN		25		16		false		    16   12-hour.  And that's the minimum.                             				false

		670						LN		25		17		false		    17                  That's all I've got.  I'm not against          				false

		671						LN		25		18		false		    18   it, but I'm definitely not for making a bigger                				false

		672						LN		25		19		false		    19   disaster.                                                     				false

		673						LN		25		20		false		    20                  MR. NAGI:  Thank you.                          				false

		674						LN		25		21		false		    21                  MS. BROWN:  Sir, I would definitely            				false

		675						LN		25		22		false		    22   talk to the court reporter and fill out a comment             				false

		676						LN		25		23		false		    23   card about your concern.  And we'll let Danny...              				false

		677						LN		25		24		false		    24                  MR. OLIVER:  We appreciate the                 				false

		678						LN		25		25		false		    25   comment.  And y'all bear with me, I've got some kind          				false

		679						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		680						LN		26		1		false		     1   of crud, so nobody shaking my hand or come around             				false

		681						LN		26		2		false		     2   and talk with me afterward.  Not that I don't want            				false

		682						LN		26		3		false		     3   to talk to you, it's because I've got the -- yeah,            				false

		683						LN		26		4		false		     4   representatives are already scooting over.  So bear           				false

		684						LN		26		5		false		     5   with me if I take a coughing fit, that's what's               				false

		685						LN		26		6		false		     6   going on.                                                     				false

		686						LN		26		7		false		     7                  We appreciate your comment and we              				false

		687						LN		26		8		false		     8   understand that there's a lot of traffic that is in           				false

		688						LN		26		9		false		     9   LaFollette and between LaFollette and the                     				false

		689						LN		26		10		false		    10   interstate, Jacksboro area, we understand that.  And          				false

		690						LN		26		11		false		    11   the good thing is that's folks that live here and             				false

		691						LN		26		12		false		    12   it's growing.  That's a good thing.                           				false

		692						LN		26		13		false		    13                  One thing is that your comment goes            				false

		693						LN		26		14		false		    14   on public record, which means becomes part of the             				false

		694						LN		26		15		false		    15   project.  And we have a traffic office, which isn't           				false

		695						LN		26		16		false		    16   here tonight.  One of the guys from the safety                				false

		696						LN		26		17		false		    17   office is here from Nashville.  But what I would              				false

		697						LN		26		18		false		    18   like to do to address that concern of the traffic             				false

		698						LN		26		19		false		    19   going into LaFollette is actually look at what the            				false

		699						LN		26		20		false		    20   signals are doing and work with the city of                   				false

		700						LN		26		21		false		    21   LaFollette and Jacksboro to see how that timing is            				false

		701						LN		26		22		false		    22   working so it can handle that type of traffic.                				false

		702						LN		26		23		false		    23                  And as far as just the road work that          				false

		703						LN		26		24		false		    24   we're doing, this corridor is -- you know, it's an            				false

		704						LN		26		25		false		    25   artery, it's a regional corridor.  This thing helps           				false

		705						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		706						LN		27		1		false		     1   people when the interstate is backed up and things            				false

		707						LN		27		2		false		     2   happen on the interstate.  Where do they go?  They            				false

		708						LN		27		3		false		     3   go on that corridor.                                          				false

		709						LN		27		4		false		     4                  They choose two places.  And when              				false

		710						LN		27		5		false		     5   we've had the interstate fail, there was two routes           				false

		711						LN		27		6		false		     6   on this side of the state that actually we saw that           				false

		712						LN		27		7		false		     7   flood of traffic coming in at.  One is Highway 29,            				false

		713						LN		27		8		false		     8   or State Route 29, up in Morgan County.  And there            				false

		714						LN		27		9		false		     9   was a lot of traffic, big truck traffic, was coming           				false

		715						LN		27		10		false		    10   out of Kentucky coming down that, north/south.                				false

		716						LN		27		11		false		    11                  Then we also saw State Route 63                				false

		717						LN		27		12		false		    12   coming -- truck traffic hitting, coming down that             				false

		718						LN		27		13		false		    13   four-lane, five-lane roadway and hitting this                 				false

		719						LN		27		14		false		    14   corridor here.  So we are looking at a -- more of a           				false

		720						LN		27		15		false		    15   -- also a regional perspective that that is a                 				false

		721						LN		27		16		false		    16   strategic corridor for us that actually provides              				false

		722						LN		27		17		false		    17   redundancy to the interstate.                                 				false

		723						LN		27		18		false		    18                  And part of the funding that's used            				false

		724						LN		27		19		false		    19   on this was -- is called Appalachian Development              				false

		725						LN		27		20		false		    20   Highway Systems Funds, and that was identified back           				false

		726						LN		27		21		false		    21   in the 1960s for a need to build these roads out to           				false

		727						LN		27		22		false		    22   supplement the interstate system.  And that's why             				false

		728						LN		27		23		false		    23   the first three projects that we have on display              				false

		729						LN		27		24		false		    24   tonight, those funds have been set aside just for             				false

		730						LN		27		25		false		    25   those number of lanes coming.  It's not just going            				false

		731						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		732						LN		28		1		false		     1   into LaFollette, but actually coming out of                   				false

		733						LN		28		2		false		     2   LaFollette from the interstate to connect that                				false

		734						LN		28		3		false		     3   corridor as it goes up through Kentucky.                      				false

		735						LN		28		4		false		     4                  But I appreciate your comments.  I             				false

		736						LN		28		5		false		     5   understand that it's -- you create more through-put,          				false

		737						LN		28		6		false		     6   you're going to have some challenges with that                				false

		738						LN		28		7		false		     7   traffic and the signals and the timing.  But we'll            				false

		739						LN		28		8		false		     8   definitely make a point to have our guys come out             				false

		740						LN		28		9		false		     9   and work with the city of LaFollette on that.                 				false

		741						LN		28		10		false		    10                  That happens.  After a signal's been           				false

		742						LN		28		11		false		    11   working for awhile, they need to be tweaked and they          				false

		743						LN		28		12		false		    12   need to be fine-tuned.  So we appreciate your                 				false

		744						LN		28		13		false		    13   comment.                                                      				false

		745						LN		28		14		false		    14                  MR. NAGI:  Next question right here.           				false

		746						LN		28		15		false		    15   Please state your name, address.                              				false

		747						LN		28		16		false		    16                  MR. SKIDMORE:  Jeff Skidmore,                  				false

		748						LN		28		17		false		    17   Claiborne County.  I have two comments -- three now.          				false

		749						LN		28		18		false		    18   The interstate, when it was backed up a few months            				false

		750						LN		28		19		false		    19   ago, it went right in front of my house.  It's not            				false

		751						LN		28		20		false		    20   the highway, it's the bottlenecks at Middlesboro, at          				false

		752						LN		28		21		false		    21   the intersection there at 25E where everybody stops.          				false

		753						LN		28		22		false		    22   I live about a mile from the intersection of 25E.             				false

		754						LN		28		23		false		    23                  There were several times trucks was            				false

		755						LN		28		24		false		    24   backed up past my house.  I don't care what you do            				false

		756						LN		28		25		false		    25   to the road (inaudible) the tunnel and the                    				false

		757						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		758						LN		29		1		false		     1   intersections in Middlesboro.  Don't know about               				false

		759						LN		29		2		false		     2   LaFollette because I didn't come to LaFollette                				false

		760						LN		29		3		false		     3   during that period.                                           				false

		761						LN		29		4		false		     4                  Second comment, those rumble strips            				false

		762						LN		29		5		false		     5   that you pressed into the highway, they're right on           				false

		763						LN		29		6		false		     6   the white line.  And those of us that live right on           				false

		764						LN		29		7		false		     7   the highway -- and I live maybe yards from the road           				false

		765						LN		29		8		false		     8   -- it makes a heck of a noise.  Put them on the               				false

		766						LN		29		9		false		     9   outside of the white line if you've got to put them           				false

		767						LN		29		10		false		    10   somewhere.  (Inaudible) -- put them on the white              				false

		768						LN		29		11		false		    11   line.  It does several things besides the noise.  It          				false

		769						LN		29		12		false		    12   tears the road up, and the roads are in bad shape.            				false

		770						LN		29		13		false		    13   Most of it comes apart right there where those                				false

		771						LN		29		14		false		    14   rumble strips are.                                            				false

		772						LN		29		15		false		    15                  Third comment regarding my end of the          				false

		773						LN		29		16		false		    16   county, I ride a bicycle and walk along the road up           				false

		774						LN		29		17		false		    17   there in Claiborne County, around Harrogate, down             				false

		775						LN		29		18		false		    18   about a mile or so.  Nice 12-foot shoulders,                  				false

		776						LN		29		19		false		    19   Everybody -- not everybody, lots of people use it,            				false

		777						LN		29		20		false		    20   bike riders, walkers, and runners, different things.          				false

		778						LN		29		21		false		    21                  I'm not sure the value of this                 				false

		779						LN		29		22		false		    22   proposed shared use trail from the hillside.  There           				false

		780						LN		29		23		false		    23   would be a few people using it, but I'm not sure how          				false

		781						LN		29		24		false		    24   many.  The wide shoulder, as it is right now, got             				false

		782						LN		29		25		false		    25   plenty of shoulders and lots of grass.  It's fine             				false

		783						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		784						LN		30		1		false		     1   the way it is.  That's all.  Thank you.                       				false

		785						LN		30		2		false		     2                  MR. OLIVER:  Thanks for your                   				false

		786						LN		30		3		false		     3   comments.  And I urge people to -- I urge people to           				false

		787						LN		30		4		false		     4   put on their comment cards if they plan on using              				false

		788						LN		30		5		false		     5   that trail.  Go ahead and write that down and share           				false

		789						LN		30		6		false		     6   those comments with us.  We appreciate that.                  				false

		790						LN		30		7		false		     7                  MR. NAGI:  Next question.                      				false

		791						LN		30		8		false		     8                  MS. MILLER:   I'm Starla Miller,               				false

		792						LN		30		9		false		     9   S-T-A-R-L-A, M-I-L-L-E-R.  Now, we do have runners            				false

		793						LN		30		10		false		    10   and walkers that come in front of our house a lot,            				false

		794						LN		30		11		false		    11   but we also have some of these crazy drivers                  				false

		795						LN		30		12		false		    12   (inaudible) 75 and 80.  Now, what are they going to           				false

		796						LN		30		13		false		    13   do when you get a five-lane running through there?            				false

		797						LN		30		14		false		    14   We've got (inaudible) sounds like an airplane going           				false

		798						LN		30		15		false		    15   by the house now.                                             				false

		799						LN		30		16		false		    16                  MR. OLIVER:  Well, as far as roadways          				false

		800						LN		30		17		false		    17   and people speeding, if you have a safe roadway,              				false

		801						LN		30		18		false		    18   then a lot of people speed.  And that's something --          				false

		802						LN		30		19		false		    19   the Department doesn't regulate that.  That's the             				false

		803						LN		30		20		false		    20   Department of Safety and Law Enforcement question.            				false

		804						LN		30		21		false		    21   Now, we don't condone speeding, and the speed limit           				false

		805						LN		30		22		false		    22   will be set.  I think on the five-lane rural                  				false

		806						LN		30		23		false		    23   section, it's 50 miles an hour, and that's what the           				false

		807						LN		30		24		false		    24   regulatory speed's going to be.                               				false

		808						LN		30		25		false		    25                  And the community -- and I sympathize          				false

		809						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		810						LN		31		1		false		     1   with you.  I don't like speeders either.  I don't             				false

		811						LN		31		2		false		     2   like them driving fast or dangerous.  And I wish we           				false

		812						LN		31		3		false		     3   could catch them all and tell them to drive the               				false

		813						LN		31		4		false		     4   speed limit and be mindful of folks.  But that's a            				false

		814						LN		31		5		false		     5   challenge we have if we have a good stretch --                				false

		815						LN		31		6		false		     6   you're blessed in Tennessee to have a straight                				false

		816						LN		31		7		false		     7   roadway.  The only two I know of is this road here,           				false

		817						LN		31		8		false		     8   63 going into Harrogate, and then there around                				false

		818						LN		31		9		false		     9   Rutledge going to Bean Station, those two straight            				false

		819						LN		31		10		false		    10   roads.  And there's not too many more in East                 				false

		820						LN		31		11		false		    11   Tennessee, but that's just -- I understand your               				false

		821						LN		31		12		false		    12   concern.                                                      				false

		822						LN		31		13		false		    13                  MR. NAGI:  Yes, sir.                           				false

		823						LN		31		14		false		    14                  MR. MOTTER:  My name is Larry Motter,          				false

		824						LN		31		15		false		    15   Claiborne County.  I have a business up there.  And           				false

		825						LN		31		16		false		    16   this shared use lane that they're putting through,            				false

		826						LN		31		17		false		    17   we have a walking path and bicycle path just a                				false

		827						LN		31		18		false		    18   little bit farther up the road that is going to               				false

		828						LN		31		19		false		    19   connect this.  This use lane comes right down past            				false

		829						LN		31		20		false		    20   my business, and it's going to restrict my parking            				false

		830						LN		31		21		false		    21   and I'm not going to have very much parking, really.          				false

		831						LN		31		22		false		    22   I'm not going to have enough parking for the                  				false

		832						LN		31		23		false		    23   business that I have.                                         				false

		833						LN		31		24		false		    24                  MR. OLIVER:  Okay.  Well, what we can          				false

		834						LN		31		25		false		    25   do is look at your individual property with you and           				false

		835						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		836						LN		32		1		false		     1   see where your parking lot is and address that                				false

		837						LN		32		2		false		     2   individually because that's more of a specific                				false

		838						LN		32		3		false		     3   question.  We need to see, you know, the parameters           				false

		839						LN		32		4		false		     4   of your parking lot and see what that does.                   				false

		840						LN		32		5		false		     5                  You know, the goal of that shared use          				false

		841						LN		32		6		false		     6   path was a request from the town of Harrogate to the          				false

		842						LN		32		7		false		     7   Department of Transportation and had been submitting          				false

		843						LN		32		8		false		     8   that as part of the grant to get from the Department          				false

		844						LN		32		9		false		     9   of Transportation to build that.  And it happened             				false

		845						LN		32		10		false		    10   after we were able to incorporate that in the                 				false

		846						LN		32		11		false		    11   project to provide connectivity to the schools.  So           				false

		847						LN		32		12		false		    12   you had HY Livesay and it would go up and connect to          				false

		848						LN		32		13		false		    13   a path that could connect back to the other schools.          				false

		849						LN		32		14		false		    14                  But we'll look at that individually.           				false

		850						LN		32		15		false		    15                  MR. NAGI:  Anyone else have a general          				false

		851						LN		32		16		false		    16   question about the project?                                   				false

		852						LN		32		17		false		    17                  MR. MILLER:  I'm Charles Miller,               				false

		853						LN		32		18		false		    18   Claiborne County.  I have a two-part question.                				false

		854						LN		32		19		false		    19   Originally, when this project was talked about                				false

		855						LN		32		20		false		    20   received, it was said that all the activity would be          				false

		856						LN		32		21		false		    21   on the north side of road.  Has that changed or will          				false

		857						LN		32		22		false		    22   it all take place on the north side?                          				false

		858						LN		32		23		false		    23                  MR. OLIVER:  As far as the widening?           				false

		859						LN		32		24		false		    24                  MR. MILLER:  Yes.                              				false

		860						LN		32		25		false		    25                  MR. OLIVER:  Now, Christie may know a          				false

		861						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		862						LN		33		1		false		     1   little bit more about that than me, but I think they          				false

		863						LN		33		2		false		     2   tried to come off of one side and -- but I think              				false

		864						LN		33		3		false		     3   we're actually widening on both sides uniformly. But          				false

		865						LN		33		4		false		     4   you may favor one side or another, depending on               				false

		866						LN		33		5		false		     5   where we're at and what we run up against, but being          				false

		867						LN		33		6		false		     6   the road it was and going to a five-lane, trying to           				false

		868						LN		33		7		false		     7   be uniform with it.                                           				false

		869						LN		33		8		false		     8                  MR. MILER:  Okay.  The second thing,           				false

		870						LN		33		9		false		     9   do you have any kind of time line in mind as for              				false

		871						LN		33		10		false		    10   when it might start and a completion date?                    				false

		872						LN		33		11		false		    11                  MR. OLIVER:  Boy, I wish I could tell          				false

		873						LN		33		12		false		    12   everybody an actual start and completion date on              				false

		874						LN		33		13		false		    13   projects.  The best I can do with that, and what              				false

		875						LN		33		14		false		    14   we've been prepared to say tonight, is Mr. Ozment             				false

		876						LN		33		15		false		    15   laid out he had some environmental work to do.  That          				false

		877						LN		33		16		false		    16   work is -- really, it's a mandatory requirement for           				false

		878						LN		33		17		false		    17   us to spend dollars that come back to us from the             				false

		879						LN		33		18		false		    18   Federal Highway Department of the federal                     				false

		880						LN		33		19		false		    19   government.                                                   				false

		881						LN		33		20		false		    20                  He still -- once we -- the milestone           				false

		882						LN		33		21		false		    21   is for us to get to where we start construction.  I           				false

		883						LN		33		22		false		    22   just kind of tell everybody this to give you an idea          				false

		884						LN		33		23		false		    23   -- because someone else is going to ask that same             				false

		885						LN		33		24		false		    24   question, so I appreciate it -- is that we have to            				false

		886						LN		33		25		false		    25   get the plans finished up to a point that the                 				false

		887						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		888						LN		34		1		false		     1   accuracy and the precision of everything is                   				false

		889						LN		34		2		false		     2   something we can buy property off of.  So if they're          				false

		890						LN		34		3		false		     3   not there yet, as Christie said, they're                      				false

		891						LN		34		4		false		     4   preliminary.  But for us just to get those plans              				false

		892						LN		34		5		false		     5   ready is going to put us sometime spring, summer of           				false

		893						LN		34		6		false		     6   '17 for all this work.  But the environmental                 				false

		894						LN		34		7		false		     7   studies may not be finished with Mr. Ozment's staff.          				false

		895						LN		34		8		false		     8   So he's thinking -- looking at somewhere around 12            				false

		896						LN		34		9		false		     9   months hopefully from right now to have all that              				false

		897						LN		34		10		false		    10   wrapped up.                                                   				false

		898						LN		34		11		false		    11                  But that also takes Federal                    				false

		899						LN		34		12		false		    12   Highways's cooperation and timely reviews and things          				false

		900						LN		34		13		false		    13   like that because it has to go to them for                    				false

		901						LN		34		14		false		    14   approvals.  Now, once we start the right of way               				false

		902						LN		34		15		false		    15   process on these projects, although we've reduced             				false

		903						LN		34		16		false		    16   the right of way, we're looking at somewhere of 12            				false

		904						LN		34		17		false		    17   to 18 months to coordinate with some utilities and            				false

		905						LN		34		18		false		    18   buy the properties.                                           				false

		906						LN		34		19		false		    19                  Now, on project 4 over here, we're             				false

		907						LN		34		20		false		    20   not buying right of way, so that one could go                 				false

		908						LN		34		21		false		    21   quicker because that time frame is actually shorter.          				false

		909						LN		34		22		false		    22   Instead of 12 to 18, it would probably be like a              				false

		910						LN		34		23		false		    23   nine-month duration.  So that, you know, if                   				false

		911						LN		34		24		false		    24   everything was just lifted off and said go, that one          				false

		912						LN		34		25		false		    25   will probably be ready first.                                 				false

		913						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		914						LN		35		1		false		     1                  But as far as putting importance on            				false

		915						LN		35		2		false		     2   which one goes first, second, third, really can't             				false

		916						LN		35		3		false		     3   say yet until the first one's actually ready.  But            				false

		917						LN		35		4		false		     4   thank you for the comment.  You may have answered             				false

		918						LN		35		5		false		     5   someone else's question too.                                  				false

		919						LN		35		6		false		     6                  MR. NAGI:  I think we have time for            				false

		920						LN		35		7		false		     7   one or two more general questions about the project           				false

		921						LN		35		8		false		     8   if anyone has one.                                            				false

		922						LN		35		9		false		     9                  MR. STINER:  I'm Tom Stiner,                   				false

		923						LN		35		10		false		    10   S-T-I-N-E-R.  I don't have a question, but based              				false

		924						LN		35		11		false		    11   upon the comments, it may be assumed that all of us           				false

		925						LN		35		12		false		    12   are negative toward the project.  First, I commend            				false

		926						LN		35		13		false		    13   you on your layout.  Everything is very                       				false

		927						LN		35		14		false		    14   professionally done.  We appreciate you being here            				false

		928						LN		35		15		false		    15   and we appreciate this opportunity.                           				false

		929						LN		35		16		false		    16                  I'm really excited about the road.  I          				false

		930						LN		35		17		false		    17   think it's very needed.  And I suspect that several           				false

		931						LN		35		18		false		    18   folks here would say the same thing about it.  And            				false

		932						LN		35		19		false		    19   thank you for your efforts.                                   				false

		933						LN		35		20		false		    20                  MR. OLIVER:  Thank you.  We                    				false

		934						LN		35		21		false		    21   appreciate the comments and the questions.  They're           				false

		935						LN		35		22		false		    22   good questions and good comments.                             				false

		936						LN		35		23		false		    23                  MR. NAGI:  Time for one more                   				false

		937						LN		35		24		false		    24   question.                                                     				false

		938						LN		35		25		false		    25                  (No response.)                                 				false

		939						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		940						LN		36		1		false		     1                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  With that being              				false

		941						LN		36		2		false		     2   said, that concludes the question-and-answer session          				false

		942						LN		36		3		false		     3   of tonight's Design Public Meeting.  We're here till          				false

		943						LN		36		4		false		     4   7:00 to answer any questions you may have.  We'll             				false

		944						LN		36		5		false		     5   have TDOT representatives throughout the room at the          				false

		945						LN		36		6		false		     6   displays for the four projects.                               				false

		946						LN		36		7		false		     7                  As a reminder, you can still leave             				false

		947						LN		36		8		false		     8   comments with either court reporter until 7:00 if             				false

		948						LN		36		9		false		     9   you so choose.  If you get those comment cards and            				false

		949						LN		36		10		false		    10   take them home, you can send them back to us.  You            				false

		950						LN		36		11		false		    11   have till August 11th to get them officially on the           				false

		951						LN		36		12		false		    12   record.                                                       				false

		952						LN		36		13		false		    13                  Thank you very much for coming out             				false

		953						LN		36		14		false		    14   tonight.  We really appreciate it.                            				false

		954						LN		36		15		false		    15                          *  *  *                                				false

		955						LN		36		16		false		    16                      PUBLIC COMMENTS                            				false

		956						LN		36		17		false		    17                                                                 				false

		957						LN		36		18		false		    18                  MR. LAMBERT:  My comment is                    				false

		958						LN		36		19		false		    19   concerning the Speedwell Volunteer Fire Department.           				false

		959						LN		36		20		false		    20   If the proposal goes as it is, it's going to take             				false

		960						LN		36		21		false		    21   our parking lot.  And without that parking lot, we            				false

		961						LN		36		22		false		    22   cannot function.  We're both a fire department and a          				false

		962						LN		36		23		false		    23   community center and a voting precinct.  So we need           				false

		963						LN		36		24		false		    24   somebody to come and talk to us about what is going           				false

		964						LN		36		25		false		    25   to happen, what can happen, or what needs to happen.          				false

		965						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		966						LN		37		1		false		     1   Because as proposed, it will not -- it'll harm us             				false

		967						LN		37		2		false		     2   greatly.  Ronald Lambert, L-A-M-B-E-R-T.  I'm the             				false

		968						LN		37		3		false		     3   fire department lieutenant.  Thank you very much.             				false

		969						LN		37		4		false		     4                                                                 				false

		970						LN		37		5		false		     5                  MR. MULLINS:  My name is David                 				false

		971						LN		37		6		false		     6   Mullins, M-U-L-L-I-N-S.  And I just wanted to say             				false

		972						LN		37		7		false		     7   that the proposed shoulder for project 4 I think              				false

		973						LN		37		8		false		     8   should be wider than 6 foot.  And that's all.                 				false

		974						LN		37		9		false		     9                                                                 				false

		975						LN		37		10		false		    10                   MS. REED:  Ellen Reed, R-E-E-D.  I            				false

		976						LN		37		11		false		    11   own lots 48 and 49 on State Route 63.  And my                 				false

		977						LN		37		12		false		    12   question is, when the widening project goes in, it's          				false

		978						LN		37		13		false		    13   going to impact the entry point to lots 48 and 49.            				false

		979						LN		37		14		false		    14   So what I want to know is, if they plan on building           				false

		980						LN		37		15		false		    15   an access road from State Route 63 to lots 48 and 49          				false

		981						LN		37		16		false		    16   to be able to access that property.  Otherwise, the           				false

		982						LN		37		17		false		    17   property is going to be landlocked.  So that's my             				false

		983						LN		37		18		false		    18   concern.                                                      				false

		984						LN		37		19		false		    19                  And according to the maps that are             				false

		985						LN		37		20		false		    20   shown, there's going to -- down through there on              				false

		986						LN		37		21		false		    21   State Route 63 there's going to be guardrails, which          				false

		987						LN		37		22		false		    22   will also impact entry.  So it would be necessary to          				false

		988						LN		37		23		false		    23   have TDOT build an access entry into lots 48 and 49           				false

		989						LN		37		24		false		    24   to keep from and to prevent being landlocked.  And            				false

		990						LN		37		25		false		    25   that's it.  Thank you.                                        				false

		991						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		992						LN		38		1		false		     1                  MR. HENEGAR:  Dennis Henegar,                  				false

		993						LN		38		2		false		     2   H-E-N-E-G-A-R.  Whenever the road was originally              				false

		994						LN		38		3		false		     3   built in 1977, there was a sinkhole in the property.          				false

		995						LN		38		4		false		     4   The State took several truckloads of rock and filled          				false

		996						LN		38		5		false		     5   the sinkhole to try to take care of the water                 				false

		997						LN		38		6		false		     6   drainage from the property from behind my house.              				false

		998						LN		38		7		false		     7                  It does not take care of the problem.          				false

		999						LN		38		8		false		     8   Whenever we have a hard rain, quick rain, it'll be            				false

		1000						LN		38		9		false		     9   -- water will get 8-foot deep in my front yard and            				false

		1001						LN		38		10		false		    10   it'll actually go over my driveway and it's not               				false

		1002						LN		38		11		false		    11   taking care of my water problem.  And the State told          				false

		1003						LN		38		12		false		    12   me in '77, whenever they built the road, that what            				false

		1004						LN		38		13		false		    13   they did, if that didn't take care of it, they'd do           				false

		1005						LN		38		14		false		    14   something to the width.                                       				false

		1006						LN		38		15		false		    15                  And they need to have some kind of             				false

		1007						LN		38		16		false		    16   tile underneath the existing road where that -- all           				false

		1008						LN		38		17		false		    17   that water can go back to the natural lay of the              				false

		1009						LN		38		18		false		    18   land.  And that's a creek that starts across the              				false

		1010						LN		38		19		false		    19   road from my house.  And the way that they -- the             				false

		1011						LN		38		20		false		    20   road just acts as a dam and it just blocks all the            				false

		1012						LN		38		21		false		    21   water.                                                        				false

		1013						LN		38		22		false		    22                  And that is lot -- the proposed lot            				false

		1014						LN		38		23		false		    23   number that they give is 92, tract 92.  There is two          				false

		1015						LN		38		24		false		    24   sinkholes now.  One of them's filled up with gravel           				false

		1016						LN		38		25		false		    25   and has got a catch basin in it.  The other one is            				false

		1017						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		1018						LN		39		1		false		     1   just an open sinkhole that I put big rocks in trying          				false

		1019						LN		39		2		false		     2   to stop from a tractor, or something or other, going          				false

		1020						LN		39		3		false		     3   in and getting stuck real bad or whatever.                    				false

		1021						LN		39		4		false		     4                  And my address is 3629 General Carl            				false

		1022						LN		39		5		false		     5   W. Steiner Highway.  And we'll fill out a card too.           				false

		1023						LN		39		6		false		     6   Thank you.                                                    				false

		1024						LN		39		7		false		     7                                                                 				false

		1025						LN		39		8		false		     8                  MR. WELCH:  My name is Mont, M-O-N-T,          				false

		1026						LN		39		9		false		     9   last name Welch, W-E-L-C-H.  Hey, on the project,             				false

		1027						LN		39		10		false		    10   I'd actually like to see their ending be project 4            				false

		1028						LN		39		11		false		    11   at the -- just west of the town creek area.  I'd              				false

		1029						LN		39		12		false		    12   love to see that road go probably another just a              				false

		1030						LN		39		13		false		    13   quarter of a mile on down.  There's an intersection           				false

		1031						LN		39		14		false		    14   right there.                                                  				false
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     1                         *  *  *                                 

                                                                       

     2                      PUBLIC COMMENTS                            

                                                               17:08:19

     3   

                        MR. SKIDMORE:  My first name is Jeff,  17:08:19

     4   

         J-E-F-F, last name Skidmore, S-K-I-D-M-O-R-E.  My     17:08:21

     5   

         comments would be about project 4 along -- from       17:08:24

     6   

         Highway 25 down Highway 63, from what I understand,   17:08:30

     7   

         about six miles.                                      17:08:32

     8   

                        Now, first question is, what are they  17:08:34

     9   

         going to do about the farm equipment that's being     17:08:40

    10   

         tranned by the farmers and their tractors along the   17:08:42

    11   

         shoulder of the road?  Right now, I see several --    17:08:46

    12   

         sometimes several a day.  But during the growing      17:08:51

    13   

         season, farming season, it's most every day there's   17:08:53

    14   

         a tractor goes by pulling something.  If they make    17:08:58

    15   

         it down to just 6-foot shoulders, some of that        17:09:02

    16   

         equipment is going to be sticking out in the          17:09:06

    17   

         roadway.  That's one thing.                           17:09:08

    18   

                        Second one is, it's my understanding   17:09:10

    19   

         if you've got a turn lane and you can't pass on that  17:09:15

    20   

         turn lane, then for this -- nearly this whole six     17:09:21

    21   

         miles when you turn off to where it ends, you won't   17:09:26

    22   

         be able to pass anybody.  So if you get behind a      17:09:30

    23   

         tractor or a slow truck or something real slow, you   17:09:34

    24   

         can't legally pass in a center turn lane.  That was   17:09:39

    25   
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     1   pointed out to me by somebody else.  That's not an    17:09:44



     2   original idea.                                        17:09:45



     3                  I guess the other thing is more        17:09:47



     4   personal.  My property is on -- would be the north    17:09:52



     5   side of the highway and it sits in a fairly low       17:09:57



     6   spot.  And when it rains heavy, the water from the    17:10:03



     7   field next to me and the water from back behind me    17:10:06



     8   runs down and it runs to the culvert and down to the  17:10:10



     9   ditch line along the highway the way it is.  And      17:10:13



    10   it's fine right now, but I've only got maybe a foot   17:10:19



    11   or so of elevation between my basement garage floor   17:10:24



    12   and where the drainpipe goes that I ran to run the    17:10:28



    13   water out to the highway drainage.                    17:10:29



    14                  If they change the drainage pattern    17:10:31



    15   of the highway, I'm concerned that it might affect    17:10:36



    16   my basement and cause it to be flooded during         17:10:39



    17   periods of heavy rain.  Won't flood the house, but    17:10:44



    18   it will get into the basement.  And I've written      17:10:48



    19   letters and sent e-mails about this already, so it    17:10:51



    20   should be on record.                                  17:10:52



    21                  The only other thing I would say is I  17:10:56



    22   like the highway the way it is, as far as a good      17:11:00



    23   road to travel.  You've got plenty of straight        17:11:05



    24   places.  People that want to go fast can pass you.    17:11:08



    25   If you want to go the speed limit, they can get       17:11:11
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     1   around you.  If I were going to change anything       17:11:15



     2   about it, I would put in passing lanes every so       17:11:19



     3   often, find an area where you've got plenty of room,  17:11:24



     4   won't affect people's driveways or property, put a    17:11:28



     5   passing lane.  Put two or three of them going one     17:11:30



     6   direction to east, put two or three of them going     17:11:31



     7   west.  You've already got one west not far from       17:11:36



     8   where I live.  And I guess that's about it.  Spend    17:11:39



     9   the money on keeping the road you already have in     17:11:49



    10   good shape.  Interstates need it around here.         17:12:16



    11                                                         17:12:17



    12                  MS. OWENS:  Marshall and Mary Owens.   17:12:43



    13   And she just told us that they plan to build a        17:12:47



    14   retaining wall in front of our house rather than      17:12:52



    15   take our house, which they had told us before that    17:12:55



    16   our house would go.                                   17:12:59



    17                  MR. OWENS:  I'm hoping that's what     17:13:00



    18   they go do.                                           17:13:01



    19                  MS. OWENS:  How long ago was that?     17:13:01



    20                  MR. OWENS:  Ten years ago, 20 years    17:13:02



    21   ago.                                                  17:13:03



    22                  MS. OWENS:  Whenever they had their    17:13:03



    23   meeting before up in Claiborne County.  So all's      17:13:11



    24   well with the world right now with us if that's       17:13:16



    25   true.                                                 17:13:17
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     1                  MR. OWENS:  We're getting too old to   17:13:19



     2   move, build, or whatever, you know.                   17:13:22



     3                  MS. OWENS:  As long as that's what's   17:13:25



     4   happening, we are just happy.                         17:13:27



     5                  MR. OWENS:  Yeah.  If they do what     17:13:30



     6   they said they was going to do, that would be fine    17:13:34



     7   with us till we die.  Then they can do what they      17:13:37



     8   want to do.                                           17:13:39



     9                  MS. OWENS:  But that's all we have to  17:13:43



    10   say.                                                  17:13:44



    11                  MR. OWENS:  But we are glad that       17:13:46



    12   they're not taking our house, believe me, so that's   17:13:54



    13   good.                                                 17:32:01



    14                          *  *  *                        17:32:01



    15                                                         17:32:01



    16                  MR. NAGI:  Hi, good evening.  And      17:32:01



    17   first of all, thank you very much for coming out      17:32:01



    18   tonight.  I know it's hot outside and I know it's     17:32:02



    19   getting hot here in the gymnasium and we know you     17:32:02



    20   guys are very busy, so we really appreciate you       17:32:07



    21   coming out here tonight.                              17:32:09



    22                  My name is Mark Nagi.  I'm the         17:32:12



    23   Community Relations Officer for Region 1 of           17:32:12



    24   Tennessee's Department of Transportation.  We're      17:32:14



    25   here tonight at Valley View Elementary School to      17:32:18
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     1   discuss the proposed Campbell and Claiborne County    17:32:20



     2   State Route 63 widening projects.                     17:32:21



     3                  The meeting is being held to provide   17:32:23



     4   the public an opportunity to provide comments         17:32:25



     5   regarding these proposed widening projects and for    17:32:28



     6   TDOT representatives to answer questions and provide  17:32:32



     7   information.                                          17:32:32



     8                  Joining us tonight from the Tennessee  17:32:33



     9   Department of Transportation are TDOT Regional        17:32:38



    10   Director and Assistant Chief Engineer Steve Borden.   17:32:40



    11   TDOT Director of Project Development in Region 1,     17:32:42



    12   Danny Oliver.                                         17:32:42



    13                  From TDOT's Design division are        17:32:42



    14   Christie Brown, Stacy Weaver, Randy Plummer, Jay      17:32:44



    15   Morgan, Henry Ried, Mike Russell, David Jordan, Mark  17:32:53



    16   Parish, Stephanie Wallis, Louna Koeut, Aubin Fowler,  17:32:57



    17   Suzanne Thomson, Alex Keelty.                         17:33:00



    18                  From TDOT's Right of Way division are  17:33:02



    19   John Barrett, Phil Addison, Bon Woodson, David        17:33:05



    20   Williams, Steve Head, Denise Hagler, Cory Sharrock,   17:33:06



    21   Sheena Foster, Caleb Underwood, Tina Newman, and      17:33:13



    22   Justin McGill.                                        17:33:14



    23                  From TDOT's Environmental Division,    17:33:17



    24   director Jim Ozment, also Holly Cantrell and Ethan    17:33:17



    25   Saturday.                                             17:33:17
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     1                  From TDOT Strategic Planning are       17:33:19



     2   Michael Gilbert, Caleb Smith, and David Coggin.       17:33:26



     3                  From TDOT Consultant Thompson          17:33:27



     4   Engineering are Sharon Braden, Johnny Carr, Jeff      17:33:31



     5   Middlebrooks, and Randy Brown.                        17:33:31



     6                  From TDOT Consultant Palmer            17:33:31



     7   Engineering is Brian Lee and also Todd Kemp.          17:33:39



     8                  Coming up in just a couple of          17:33:41



     9   minutes, we'll have a short presentation.  Following  17:33:42



    10   the presentation, we'll have TDOT representatives     17:33:42



    11   scattered throughout the gymnasium in front of the    17:33:45



    12   displays to answer any questions that you may have.   17:33:50



    13                  Once again, this is a NEPA Design      17:33:53



    14   Public Meeting, which means you have a few different  17:33:55



    15   ways to get your comments on the record.  We have     17:33:58



    16   two court reporters present, one in the front of the  17:34:00



    17   room and one in the back of the room.  They will be   17:34:03



    18   recording all public comments that are made at this   17:34:05



    19   meeting.  They're also available following the        17:34:07



    20   public question-and-answer session to take down all   17:34:09



    21   your comments privately if that is something that     17:34:11



    22   you would prefer.                                     17:34:12



    23                  Also, as you walked in and signed in,  17:34:15



    24   you noticed we had comment cards and pens.  You can   17:34:15



    25   write down your comments and hand them in to us       17:34:22
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     1   tonight, or you can take the cards home and send      17:34:23



     2   them back to us.  You have 21 days from today to do   17:34:26



     3   that, if you do choose to send them in.               17:34:29



     4                  In addition, following the             17:34:30



     5   presentation, we'll set aside a few minutes for a     17:34:34



     6   public question-and-answer session if anyone has any  17:34:34



     7   general questions about the project that they would   17:34:37



     8   like to have answered.  If you have specific          17:34:39



     9   questions about the project, once again, we'll have   17:34:42



    10   TDOT representatives at all the displays throughout   17:34:46



    11   the gymnasium after tonight's presentation.           17:34:49



    12                  Before we go any further, I'll ask     17:34:49



    13   are there any members of the media in attendance      17:34:52



    14   tonight?                                              17:34:53



    15                  (No response.)                         17:34:57



    16                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  At this time, I'd    17:34:59



    17   like to ask all elected public officials to please    17:35:01



    18   stand, say your name, and the office that they        17:35:04



    19   represent.                                            17:35:04



    20                  MR. POWERS:  Hello, I'm Dennis Powers  17:35:13



    21   and I'm the state representative for Campbell,        17:35:14



    22   Anderson, and Union County, and glad to be here       17:35:16



    23   tonight.  I remember when the road was first being    17:35:19



    24   -- the project was first being envisioned back in     17:35:25



    25   the late 1970s, so we're happy to be here and happy   17:35:30



               Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919       

                                                           8

�

     1   to see everything going through.                      17:35:32



     2                  MR. SEXTON:  I'm state representative  17:35:34



     3   Jerry Sexton.  I cover Claiborne, Grainger, and part  17:35:37



     4   of Union County.  And we're just grateful for the     17:35:40



     5   good work that TDOT does, and we look forward to      17:35:43



     6   seeing this project finished.                         17:35:48



     7                  MR. NAGI:  Are there any other         17:35:49



     8   elected officials with us tonight?                    17:35:52



     9                  (No response.)                         17:35:56



    10                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  Well, with that      17:35:57



    11   being said, I'll turn things over to TDOT's Jim       17:35:58



    12   Ozment, who will begin tonight's presentation.  Jim.  17:36:02



    13                  MR. OZMENT:  Good evening.  I'm Jim    17:36:08



    14   Ozment.  I am the Director of the Environmental       17:36:10



    15   Division for TDOT.  We do all the environmental       17:36:10



    16   studies portion of the project in advance of moving   17:36:16



    17   into design and construction.                         17:36:19



    18                  Just to let you know, this is not the  17:36:26



    19   first time that we've been here.  We were here in     17:36:30



    20   2009.  Go back through a little bit.  We were here    17:36:37



    21   in 2009 for a public hearing to talk about the        17:36:40



    22   project at that time.  It was a little bit different  17:36:42



    23   than it is now, which is why we're wanting to come    17:36:47



    24   back.                                                 17:36:47



    25                  A lot of what happens in the           17:36:48
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     1   environmental division is trying to get in and find   17:36:51



     2   and ferret out the problems that we would encounter,  17:36:51



     3   whether they be environmental, social, right of way.  17:36:56



     4   We're looking up front to see how the road            17:36:59



     5   improvements would affect people either positively    17:37:01



     6   or negatively.  So that's our role in project         17:37:04



     7   development, primarily.                               17:37:06



     8                  We gathered a lot of information back  17:37:08



     9   then and that's been, in fact, used and incorporated  17:37:11



    10   into the current design changes, and I'll talk about  17:37:15



    11   that a little bit more in a minute.                   17:37:17



    12                  In 2012 -- you might wonder why we     17:37:17



    13   met here last in 2009.  Well, in 2012, the            17:37:22



    14   department stopped a lot of their projects across     17:37:26



    15   the state to take another look at them.  Finances     17:37:27



    16   were getting pretty tight.  We needed to find a way   17:37:31



    17   to be sure that we could deliver projects to people   17:37:33



    18   that they needed now, instead of potentially          17:37:36



    19   projects that would benefit for a great number of     17:37:39



    20   years into the future.  So what we're looking at are  17:37:42



    21   ways to deliver things that are affordable, and yet   17:37:45



    22   are extremely important to the community in a timely  17:37:46



    23   manner.                                               17:37:52



    24                  So we had to go back and look and see  17:37:54



    25   where we could change that, and that goes back to     17:37:55
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     1   how we've changed the design of this a little bit.    17:37:58



     2   So in 2015, that initiative was ended, and here we    17:38:01



     3   are in of July '16 to talk about that and tell you a  17:38:05



     4   little bit more.                                      17:38:06



     5                  The way things typically go in a       17:38:09



     6   project is there is a planning phase where everybody  17:38:10



     7   tries to decide what's a good idea.  And building a   17:38:12



     8   road or widening the road from LaFollette to          17:38:14



     9   Harrogate is the extent of the project, the entire    17:38:18



    10   length through there.  After that, it's best to       17:38:23



    11   start with the design.  It moves into environmental.  17:38:25



    12   And then it moves kind of back to design so that      17:38:27



    13   they can do some more formal type of work.            17:38:30



    14                  In this particular case, though,       17:38:32



    15   because the design changed and the environmental was  17:38:38



    16   not completed, we're going to have to go back         17:38:39



    17   through and continue to do some additional            17:38:39



    18   environmental work on this.  So we're working in      17:38:43



    19   conjunction with the design group to ensure that      17:38:46



    20   this meets everyone's needs.                          17:38:49



    21                  Then after that's done, the project    17:38:52



    22   would move to right of way, where right of way, if    17:38:54



    23   there was any need, it would be purchased, and then   17:38:56



    24   from there to construction.                           17:38:58



    25                  The original plan, it was a little     17:39:05
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     1   bit different than what we're talking about.  We      17:39:08



     2   talked about coming out of LaFollette at the end of   17:39:12



     3   the five-lane and extending it to Woodson.  And then  17:39:16



     4   we were going to move from Woodson Lane with a        17:39:17



     5   four-lane divided roadway.  That was a -- had a       17:39:17



     6   48-foot median and about a 250-, maybe even a         17:39:23



     7   300-foot wide right of way, which was quite           17:39:27



     8   extensive.  That also had a lot of right of way       17:39:31



     9   impacts for businesses and homes that were along      17:39:32



    10   that path.                                            17:39:32



    11                  The easternmost portion of that        17:39:35



    12   project as it was designed then was either a couple   17:39:39



    13   of different alternatives.  One of them was to run    17:39:42



    14   the five -- or the four-lane all the way into 25,     17:39:45



    15   and the other one was to transition it from five to   17:39:47



    16   three to two.  Again, that was the original concept   17:39:50



    17   that was studied back in '09.                         17:39:54



    18                  At this point, what you're seeing      17:39:58



    19   around the wall today is an extension of the road     17:40:01



    20   from the five-lane at LaFollette to somewhere near    17:40:04



    21   Hall Lane.  That still hasn't been determined, but    17:40:07



    22   instead of having the four-lane and five-lane, it     17:40:08



    23   would be running the five-lane section the whole way  17:40:10



    24   out through there.                                    17:40:12



    25                  That would reduce the right of way     17:40:14
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     1   takes considerably and pull the right of way back     17:40:17



     2   to, in many instances, where we're already within     17:40:20



     3   our own right of way.  It would also fix some         17:40:22



     4   interchanges along the way and how the roads are      17:40:22



     5   connected.  Again, I can't show you probably here.    17:40:28



     6   It's much better if you can just walk around the      17:40:29



     7   room and take a look and ask questions about your     17:40:31



     8   specific areas of interest.                           17:40:34



     9                  But from somewhere near Hall Lane to   17:40:38



    10   Old Town Creek, there's a -- we're studying that      17:40:40



    11   right now to decide what's best to do with that,      17:40:43



    12   whether it would be to delete it, to move it to a     17:40:47



    13   three-lane, or to potentially the five-lane.  But it  17:40:50



    14   looks like it would be reasonable to potentially      17:40:52



    15   move it to the three-lane type of a section.          17:40:54



    16                  And then from there, on into US 25 at  17:40:57



    17   Harrogate to take it as a three-lane all the way in   17:41:02



    18   through there.  So in essence, if you think about     17:41:03



    19   it, it drops from instead of having a four-lane       17:41:04



    20   through a large percentage of that to a five-lane     17:41:06



    21   and a three-lane.                                     17:41:06



    22                  Some of the reasoning for that came    17:41:15



    23   from the public comments that we received from y'all  17:41:16



    24   at the end of the last meeting.  Where, when you had  17:41:18



    25   a four-lane, there was a lot of concerns from         17:41:19
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     1   businesses about, well, where would the median        17:41:19



     2   cutovers be, and, what if it's not across from my     17:41:24



     3   house or across from my business, how will that       17:41:27



     4   affect me?                                            17:41:28



     5                  Five-lane section, you have an         17:41:30



     6   opportunity to turn, it's a much safer type of a      17:41:31



     7   roadway when you're doing that, ability to make that  17:41:34



     8   turn anywhere you need to up and down through there   17:41:36



     9   and get you out of the travel lane.  So that's the    17:41:39



    10   reason for that -- or one of the reasons for that.    17:41:43



    11                  So what of the benefits of the new     17:41:48



    12   design?  We believe that obviously it's going to      17:41:50



    13   reduce the right of way impacts by bringing a good    17:41:52



    14   deal of this project back within our current right    17:41:54



    15   of way limits and not having to purchase nearly as    17:41:57



    16   much on the eastern end.  I believe we're completely  17:42:01



    17   within our own right of way with this segment over    17:42:03



    18   here.  There's some amount of right of way that       17:42:05



    19   would be needed on the other sections.                17:42:05



    20                  So if we reduce the right of way,      17:42:09



    21   obviously we reduce residential and business impact   17:42:10



    22   and takes to that.  At the same time, it reduces      17:42:14



    23   environmental impacts, like impacts to streams or     17:42:16



    24   wetlands or anything else that we might happen to     17:42:20



    25   run into up and down through there.                   17:42:23
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     1                  By reducing the cost of the project    17:42:25



     2   from a four-lane to a five-lane, it also allows us    17:42:29



     3   to be able to fund that quicker and get that project  17:42:30



     4   to delivery, you know, in a shorter amount of time.   17:42:33



     5   And ultimately, faster delivery equals the greater    17:42:38



     6   safety for you and the driving community.  So that    17:42:40



     7   is some of the eventual design benefits that we       17:42:41



     8   believe.                                              17:42:46



     9                  In environmental, one of the things    17:42:48



    10   that we have to look at -- well, it's a number of     17:42:50



    11   things that we have to look at it, but it goes        17:42:51



    12   through things like streams, historic structures,     17:42:55



    13   archaeological sites, we look for all that.  But we   17:42:57



    14   did that on the wider right of way back in 2009       17:43:01



    15   time.                                                 17:43:01



    16                  We really didn't find a lot of         17:43:03



    17   environmental impacts that would be significant.      17:43:05



    18   And now with the reduced impacts for the right of     17:43:07



    19   way, it should be that or less in most instances.     17:43:11



    20   So -- but we have to go back and go through all of    17:43:14



    21   this again to basically update these types of         17:43:17



    22   studies.                                              17:43:19



    23                  So what are the next steps?  Well, we  17:43:21



    24   have to complete an environmental impact study.  We   17:43:25



    25   are not sure if we're not going to be able to reduce  17:43:27
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     1   that.  We're in negotiations kind of with Federal     17:43:28



     2   Highway Administration, which oversees our money, at  17:43:33



     3   this point to try to get that level of                17:43:35



     4   documentation, something that can go faster for us.   17:43:40



     5   We're going to incorporate the public comments from   17:43:43



     6   tonight into that document so that we're -- we have   17:43:45



     7   your input as to what you think about this.           17:43:49



     8                  And that's an important part of us     17:43:51



     9   convincing the Federal Highway of the right           17:43:51



    10   direction to go, is how does the public feel about    17:43:56



    11   this.  So don't think that your voices aren't heard.  17:43:57



    12   They were heard last time and they will be            17:44:02



    13   incorporated this time.                               17:44:03



    14                  If there's any design modifications    17:44:04



    15   based on what we hear from y'all, then we will go     17:44:06



    16   ahead and try to incorporate those into the new       17:44:10



    17   design, finalize our design, before we can start      17:44:12



    18   right of way, and then of course acquire right of     17:44:14



    19   way, and then fund -- schedule and fund the project   17:44:18



    20   itself.                                               17:44:19



    21                  The environmental team, which          17:44:24



    22   consists of the Region 1 Design Group that we're      17:44:27



    23   working with here out of Knoxville, the               17:44:29



    24   Environmental division, which is primarily located    17:44:29



    25   in Nashville, and Kimley-Horn Consultants, which      17:44:35
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     1   will be our partner in helping us complete that,      17:44:36



     2   that work.                                            17:44:36



     3                  So at this time, I'd like to           17:44:40



     4   introduce Christie Brown.  She will tell you about    17:44:43



     5   the rest of the project here.                         17:44:45



     6                  MS. BROWN:  Thank you, Jim.  What I'm  17:44:48



     7   going to do is, I'm going to talk mainly about what   17:44:51



     8   you guys see here tonight in front of you.  This is   17:44:54



     9   a map that was also outside some of you may have      17:44:57



    10   seen when you actually signed in.  It shows the four  17:45:00



    11   projects that we are looking at tonight, what we      17:45:03



    12   have displays for and preliminary plans.              17:45:06



    13                  And we've color-coded around the       17:45:06



    14   room.  The red is project number 1.  And it goes      17:45:12



    15   from the LaFollette Urban Boundary, which is down     17:45:16



    16   where the five-lane actually transitions down to      17:45:18



    17   two.  I think there's the Food Lion there, Myer's     17:45:22



    18   Lane.  And it goes up to Woodson Drive and Frontier.  17:45:26



    19                  The blue project, project number 2,    17:45:31



    20   picks up there at Woodson and Frontier and goes to    17:45:31



    21   the Campbell and Claiborne County Line.               17:45:31



    22                  Project number 3, the green project    17:45:39



    23   you see, picks up at the Campbell/Claiborne County    17:45:41



    24   line and goes up near Hall Lane.                      17:45:44



    25                  And then project number 4, the         17:45:47
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     1   purple, picks up a little bit west of Old Town Creek  17:45:47



     2   and goes up to State Route 32, or US 25E.             17:45:56



     3                  So as Mark mentioned, who is here      17:45:59



     4   tonight, this is the design team.  There are several  17:46:03



     5   of us here from the Regional 1 office out on          17:46:03



     6   Strawberry Plains, and we also have representatives   17:46:03



     7   from Thompson Engineering and Palmer Engineering.     17:46:09



     8                  So projects 1, 2, and 3, I'm going to  17:46:14



     9   lump those all together.  Where project number 1      17:46:17



    10   ends, project number 2 starts.  Where project number  17:46:17



    11   2 ends, project number 3 starts.  And they're all     17:46:23



    12   very similar.                                         17:46:26



    13                  So project number 1, 2, and 3, again,  17:46:28



    14   that is basically a 15-mile stretch of State Route    17:46:33



    15   63.  And it starts there, coming out of LaFollette,   17:46:34



    16   all the way up to Hall Lane in Claiborne County.      17:46:37



    17   And this may be difficult to see up here on this      17:46:41



    18   screen, so I would refer all you guys to your         17:46:42



    19   handout.  The typical section can all be found in     17:46:43



    20   your handouts for all three projects in the inside    17:46:51



    21   there.                                                17:46:52



    22                  For projects 1, 2, and 3, we are       17:46:55



    23   proposing a five-lane roadway.  You will have         17:47:01



    24   12-foot travel lanes, two in each direction, with a   17:47:03



    25   12-foot center turn lane.  We also are proposing      17:47:06
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     1   12-foot shoulders.  Through that 15-mile stretch,     17:47:09



     2   there will be some various intersection improvements  17:47:12



     3   at side roads.                                        17:47:14



     4                  One thing to note about -- within      17:47:16



     5   project number 1, we are proposing a couple new       17:47:20



     6   traffic signals.  We're proposing one at State Route  17:47:24



     7   63 at Myers Lane, which is right there at the         17:47:27



     8   beginning where Food Lion is, and another one at      17:47:31



     9   State Route 63 and Middlesboro Road and Wildwood      17:47:33



    10   Circle.                                               17:47:33



    11                  At the intersection of State Route 63  17:47:36



    12   and Old Middlesboro Highway, we're actually           17:47:37



    13   proposing some realignment of that intersection.  I   17:47:41



    14   think there's an existing signal there now.  It will  17:47:45



    15   be signalized, but we are realigning that             17:47:47



    16   intersection.                                         17:47:48



    17                  Project number 4, which is over here,  17:47:52



    18   the purple project, goes from west of Old Town Creek  17:47:55



    19   to State Route 32, US 25E, in Claiborne County and    17:47:58



    20   now Harrogate.  It's approximately six miles in       17:48:02



    21   that.  This typical -- this roadway was a little bit  17:48:05



    22   different than projects 1, 2, and 3.  And again,      17:48:09



    23   I'll refer you guys to your handout if you can't see  17:48:10



    24   this on the screen.                                   17:48:12



    25                  We will again have 12-foot travel      17:48:16
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     1   lanes, one in each direction, and we'll have a        17:48:19



     2   12-foot center turn line.  At some locations, the     17:48:23



     3   center turn lane may go into a truck-climbing lane    17:48:27



     4   or a passing lane.  But it will be a three-lane       17:48:31



     5   section.                                              17:48:32



     6                  Through that section, instead of       17:48:34



     7   12-foot shoulders, we're going to have proposed       17:48:34



     8   6-foot shoulders, and we are proposing a 10-foot      17:48:34



     9   shared-use path that goes from Londonderry Road to    17:48:34



    10   HY Livesay Middle School.  We've coordinated with     17:48:46



    11   the city of Harrogate on that.                        17:48:46



    12                  So now I'm really going to spend some  17:48:53



    13   time talking about the displays, what you guys are    17:48:54



    14   looking at.  I think all of you guys have looked at   17:48:54



    15   some of the displays, maybe not all.  The             17:49:01



    16   representatives from TDOT and Thompson and Palmer     17:49:04



    17   will all be there to answer any questions, but there  17:49:07



    18   is a couple things I want to point out.               17:49:10



    19                  If you see a purple dashed line --     17:49:12



    20   this purple dashed line here, that's the existing     17:49:16



    21   right of way line.  And the other thing I wanted to   17:49:19



    22   point out, this proposed guardrail.  Just some        17:49:20



    23   things, if you're looking at these displays, so you   17:49:23



    24   know what they are.                                   17:49:25



    25                  If you see a yellow line with          17:49:27
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     1   little-bitty yellow circles up on one side of it,     17:49:31



     2   that's a proposed guardrail.  These blue, those       17:49:35



     3   lines right here, those are existing drainage         17:49:37



     4   structures, whether they're box culverts or pipes.    17:49:41



     5   We have some that we are extending because we're      17:49:42



     6   widening the road.                                    17:49:45



     7                  And notice that you don't see the      17:49:47



     8   existing road on these displays.  All you see is the  17:49:51



     9   black.  That's because the proposed road is going     17:49:54



    10   over the existing.  We're widening along the          17:49:56



    11   existing.  The alignment of the road is not           17:49:59



    12   changing.                                             17:50:00



    13                  Something else to point out, proposed  17:50:02



    14   right of way.  We are trying to minimize proposed     17:50:07



    15   right of way on projects 1, 2, and 3.  Currently, on  17:50:10



    16   project 4, we're not showing any proposed right of    17:50:14



    17   way.  This heavy red line -- and it should be         17:50:15



    18   labeled as proposed right of way.                     17:50:17



    19                  So when you look at the map, and if    17:50:20



    20   you see that near your property, we would be          17:50:23



    21   acquiring what would be between the proposed heavy    17:50:26



    22   red line and this dashed purple line.  That would be  17:50:31



    23   the area that we need to acquire.  Now, these plans   17:50:35



    24   we are presenting tonight are preliminary.  We will   17:50:38



    25   go back and we will incorporate comments that are     17:50:39
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     1   received tonight.  Our goal is to minimize any        17:50:42



     2   impacts we can.                                       17:50:44



     3                  So please let us know your comments,   17:50:46



     4   fill out a comment card, talk to the court reporter.  17:50:50



     5   That is why we're here.                               17:50:52



     6                  This type of gray type of shading is   17:50:56



     7   driveways.  Several of you may not -- we may not be   17:50:59



     8   acquiring right of way, but we will be tying in your  17:51:03



     9   driveway while widening the roadway, so we will have  17:51:06



    10   to do some work on your driveway to tie that in.      17:51:08



    11                  There's also some -- a different kind  17:51:11



    12   of dashed red line down here that some of you guys    17:51:15



    13   may see.  That's a proposed construction easement,    17:51:17



    14   that is probably that we will pay for.  And it        17:51:21



    15   allows us to get on that property to do construction  17:51:24



    16   on the road.                                          17:51:25



    17                  This is actually on project 4, just    17:51:30



    18   one thing I want to point out.  This green type of    17:51:34



    19   shading right here, that represents the shared use    17:51:37



    20   path.  Like I mentioned, we are proposing a section   17:51:40



    21   of shared use path as 10-foot wide from Londonderry   17:51:42



    22   down to HY Livesay Middle School.                     17:51:47



    23                  This heavy yellow line right here is   17:51:50



    24   a proposed retaining wall.  We do have several, and   17:51:53



    25   that's mainly to minimize impacts along the project.  17:51:56
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     1                  So it's been said several times, but   17:51:59



     2   your guys' comments are very important to us.  That   17:51:59



     3   is why we're here.  So we strongly encourage you      17:52:06



     4   guys to fill out your comment cards, drop them off    17:52:08



     5   tonight, or take them home with you.  And you have    17:52:09



     6   21 days to mail them in, or you can talk verbally     17:52:12



     7   with the court reporters and they'll take it down.    17:52:16



     8                  So at this time, we just want to       17:52:17



     9   thank you guys for your attendance.  And there is     17:52:20



    10   some contact names up here.  Mr. Danny Oliver, who    17:52:21



    11   is the Region 1 Director of Project Development, and  17:52:23



    12   Mr. Jim Ozment, who is the Director of the TDOT       17:52:27



    13   Environmental Division.  Thank you.                   17:52:30



    14                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  What we're going to  17:52:38



    15   do now is, we've got a few minutes for some general   17:52:39



    16   questions about the project.  If you have any         17:52:43



    17   general questions you'd like to ask, please raise     17:52:46



    18   your hand and I'll come up to you.                    17:52:52



    19                  If you could, please state your name   17:52:54



    20   and your address for the record.                      17:52:55



    21                  MR. RUSSELL:  Leroy Zeke Russell.  I   17:52:56



    22   was born and raised in this area.  And my question    17:53:03



    23   is, this nice road, going up and down the road,       17:53:09



    24   which we needed, versus the old road that I grew up   17:53:12



    25   on, we have a town of LaFollette that has two state   17:53:14
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     1   routes already going into it.  And the working        17:53:19



     2   people in this area, it takes at least 10 to 12       17:53:22



     3   hours to do an 8-hour shift.  I've done it for 40     17:53:27



     4   years.                                                17:53:27



     5                  And to go through LaFollette during    17:53:31



     6   the rush hour, it's anywhere -- from here to the      17:53:35



     7   interstate, it's anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour  17:53:39



     8   and a half.  And how in the world can any TDOT or     17:53:46



     9   any other person justify building this five-lane      17:53:52



    10   super road where we can drive 70 and 80 miles an      17:53:56



    11   hour down to LaFollette where it's going to be a      17:54:00



    12   dead-end street, dumping all this traffic?  What's    17:54:02



    13   the plan to do with all the traffic once we go to     17:54:05



    14   LaFollette?                                           17:54:06



    15                  To me, this whole project is a slap    17:54:09



    16   in the face to the working people of this area. I'm   17:54:12



    17   talking about the people -- young, 20, 30, and 40     17:54:13



    18   years old.  My working days is about over.  But how   17:54:18



    19   can you justify even thinking about building a        17:54:20



    20   better road?                                          17:54:20



    21                  I mean, we have a very serious         17:54:22



    22   problem, but it's not this road.  The problem is      17:54:26



    23   LaFollette.  Why don't we take all of the money back  17:54:29



    24   up and decide to bypass LaFollette?  That's what we   17:54:32



    25   need.  We don't need no interstate up and down this   17:54:36
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     1   valley.  I mean, if you do make it a road that goes   17:54:40



     2   -- that can't go to anywhere.  Because that's what    17:54:43



     3   we're doing, we're building a five-lane road that     17:54:46



     4   goes into a dead-end street.                          17:54:48



     5                  I'm not against building roads.        17:54:51



     6   That's something very good for the economy.  But      17:54:55



     7   it's a disaster for the young working people.  Of     17:55:00



     8   course, I noticed everybody in here is kind of like   17:55:03



     9   me, their work days are done over with.  But their    17:55:06



    10   children and grandchildren, you're running people     17:55:08



    11   out of this town because they simply cannot -- if     17:55:12



    12   you live in this area right here, you've got to work  17:55:16



    13   in Oak Ridge or Knoxville.  And there's just no way   17:55:19



    14   that you can work in Oak Ridge and Knoxville and      17:55:23



    15   work an 8-hour shift without turning it into a        17:55:27



    16   12-hour.  And that's the minimum.                     17:55:30



    17                  That's all I've got.  I'm not against  17:55:33



    18   it, but I'm definitely not for making a bigger        17:55:38



    19   disaster.                                             17:55:39



    20                  MR. NAGI:  Thank you.                  17:55:41



    21                  MS. BROWN:  Sir, I would definitely    17:55:44



    22   talk to the court reporter and fill out a comment     17:55:46



    23   card about your concern.  And we'll let Danny...      17:55:52



    24                  MR. OLIVER:  We appreciate the         17:55:53



    25   comment.  And y'all bear with me, I've got some kind  17:55:58
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     1   of crud, so nobody shaking my hand or come around     17:55:59



     2   and talk with me afterward.  Not that I don't want    17:56:02



     3   to talk to you, it's because I've got the -- yeah,    17:56:02



     4   representatives are already scooting over.  So bear   17:56:02



     5   with me if I take a coughing fit, that's what's       17:56:10



     6   going on.                                             17:56:10



     7                  We appreciate your comment and we      17:56:13



     8   understand that there's a lot of traffic that is in   17:56:15



     9   LaFollette and between LaFollette and the             17:56:18



    10   interstate, Jacksboro area, we understand that.  And  17:56:20



    11   the good thing is that's folks that live here and     17:56:23



    12   it's growing.  That's a good thing.                   17:56:26



    13                  One thing is that your comment goes    17:56:29



    14   on public record, which means becomes part of the     17:56:32



    15   project.  And we have a traffic office, which isn't   17:56:34



    16   here tonight.  One of the guys from the safety        17:56:36



    17   office is here from Nashville.  But what I would      17:56:40



    18   like to do to address that concern of the traffic     17:56:42



    19   going into LaFollette is actually look at what the    17:56:43



    20   signals are doing and work with the city of           17:56:47



    21   LaFollette and Jacksboro to see how that timing is    17:56:51



    22   working so it can handle that type of traffic.        17:56:53



    23                  And as far as just the road work that  17:56:55



    24   we're doing, this corridor is -- you know, it's an    17:57:03



    25   artery, it's a regional corridor.  This thing helps   17:57:05
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     1   people when the interstate is backed up and things    17:57:12



     2   happen on the interstate.  Where do they go?  They    17:57:14



     3   go on that corridor.                                  17:57:16



     4                  They choose two places.  And when      17:57:18



     5   we've had the interstate fail, there was two routes   17:57:19



     6   on this side of the state that actually we saw that   17:57:22



     7   flood of traffic coming in at.  One is Highway 29,    17:57:26



     8   or State Route 29, up in Morgan County.  And there    17:57:26



     9   was a lot of traffic, big truck traffic, was coming   17:57:27



    10   out of Kentucky coming down that, north/south.        17:57:32



    11                  Then we also saw State Route 63        17:57:36



    12   coming -- truck traffic hitting, coming down that     17:57:39



    13   four-lane, five-lane roadway and hitting this         17:57:42



    14   corridor here.  So we are looking at a -- more of a   17:57:46



    15   -- also a regional perspective that that is a         17:57:48



    16   strategic corridor for us that actually provides      17:57:50



    17   redundancy to the interstate.                         17:57:53



    18                  And part of the funding that's used    17:57:56



    19   on this was -- is called Appalachian Development      17:58:00



    20   Highway Systems Funds, and that was identified back   17:58:06



    21   in the 1960s for a need to build these roads out to   17:58:07



    22   supplement the interstate system.  And that's why     17:58:10



    23   the first three projects that we have on display      17:58:12



    24   tonight, those funds have been set aside just for     17:58:13



    25   those number of lanes coming.  It's not just going    17:58:18
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     1   into LaFollette, but actually coming out of           17:58:21



     2   LaFollette from the interstate to connect that        17:58:23



     3   corridor as it goes up through Kentucky.              17:58:24



     4                  But I appreciate your comments.  I     17:58:25



     5   understand that it's -- you create more through-put,  17:58:29



     6   you're going to have some challenges with that        17:58:30



     7   traffic and the signals and the timing.  But we'll    17:58:30



     8   definitely make a point to have our guys come out     17:58:36



     9   and work with the city of LaFollette on that.         17:58:38



    10                  That happens.  After a signal's been   17:58:38



    11   working for awhile, they need to be tweaked and they  17:58:41



    12   need to be fine-tuned.  So we appreciate your         17:58:43



    13   comment.                                              17:58:44



    14                  MR. NAGI:  Next question right here.   17:58:46



    15   Please state your name, address.                      17:58:47



    16                  MR. SKIDMORE:  Jeff Skidmore,          17:58:48



    17   Claiborne County.  I have two comments -- three now.  17:58:54



    18   The interstate, when it was backed up a few months    17:58:58



    19   ago, it went right in front of my house.  It's not    17:59:01



    20   the highway, it's the bottlenecks at Middlesboro, at  17:59:06



    21   the intersection there at 25E where everybody stops.  17:59:10



    22   I live about a mile from the intersection of 25E.     17:59:13



    23                  There were several times trucks was    17:59:15



    24   backed up past my house.  I don't care what you do    17:59:20



    25   to the road (inaudible) the tunnel and the            17:59:21
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     1   intersections in Middlesboro.  Don't know about       17:59:24



     2   LaFollette because I didn't come to LaFollette        17:59:29



     3   during that period.                                   17:59:31



     4                  Second comment, those rumble strips    17:59:34



     5   that you pressed into the highway, they're right on   17:59:35



     6   the white line.  And those of us that live right on   17:59:38



     7   the highway -- and I live maybe yards from the road   17:59:42



     8   -- it makes a heck of a noise.  Put them on the       17:59:47



     9   outside of the white line if you've got to put them   17:59:49



    10   somewhere.  (Inaudible) -- put them on the white      17:59:49



    11   line.  It does several things besides the noise.  It  17:59:49



    12   tears the road up, and the roads are in bad shape.    18:00:00



    13   Most of it comes apart right there where those        18:00:00



    14   rumble strips are.                                    18:00:04



    15                  Third comment regarding my end of the  18:00:04



    16   county, I ride a bicycle and walk along the road up   18:00:11



    17   there in Claiborne County, around Harrogate, down     18:00:12



    18   about a mile or so.  Nice 12-foot shoulders,          18:00:17



    19   Everybody -- not everybody, lots of people use it,    18:00:22



    20   bike riders, walkers, and runners, different things.  18:00:25



    21                  I'm not sure the value of this         18:00:28



    22   proposed shared use trail from the hillside.  There   18:00:30



    23   would be a few people using it, but I'm not sure how  18:00:36



    24   many.  The wide shoulder, as it is right now, got     18:00:40



    25   plenty of shoulders and lots of grass.  It's fine     18:00:40
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     1   the way it is.  That's all.  Thank you.               18:00:50



     2                  MR. OLIVER:  Thanks for your           18:00:52



     3   comments.  And I urge people to -- I urge people to   18:00:57



     4   put on their comment cards if they plan on using      18:01:00



     5   that trail.  Go ahead and write that down and share   18:01:02



     6   those comments with us.  We appreciate that.          18:01:06



     7                  MR. NAGI:  Next question.              18:01:08



     8                  MS. MILLER:   I'm Starla Miller,       18:01:27



     9   S-T-A-R-L-A, M-I-L-L-E-R.  Now, we do have runners    18:01:33



    10   and walkers that come in front of our house a lot,    18:01:36



    11   but we also have some of these crazy drivers          18:01:36



    12   (inaudible) 75 and 80.  Now, what are they going to   18:01:41



    13   do when you get a five-lane running through there?    18:01:44



    14   We've got (inaudible) sounds like an airplane going   18:01:45



    15   by the house now.                                     18:01:53



    16                  MR. OLIVER:  Well, as far as roadways  18:01:56



    17   and people speeding, if you have a safe roadway,      18:01:59



    18   then a lot of people speed.  And that's something --  18:02:02



    19   the Department doesn't regulate that.  That's the     18:02:04



    20   Department of Safety and Law Enforcement question.    18:02:07



    21   Now, we don't condone speeding, and the speed limit   18:02:09



    22   will be set.  I think on the five-lane rural          18:02:11



    23   section, it's 50 miles an hour, and that's what the   18:02:14



    24   regulatory speed's going to be.                       18:02:16



    25                  And the community -- and I sympathize  18:02:17
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     1   with you.  I don't like speeders either.  I don't     18:02:21



     2   like them driving fast or dangerous.  And I wish we   18:02:25



     3   could catch them all and tell them to drive the       18:02:25



     4   speed limit and be mindful of folks.  But that's a    18:02:25



     5   challenge we have if we have a good stretch --        18:02:30



     6   you're blessed in Tennessee to have a straight        18:02:33



     7   roadway.  The only two I know of is this road here,   18:02:37



     8   63 going into Harrogate, and then there around        18:02:37



     9   Rutledge going to Bean Station, those two straight    18:02:37



    10   roads.  And there's not too many more in East         18:02:37



    11   Tennessee, but that's just -- I understand your       18:02:49



    12   concern.                                              18:02:49



    13                  MR. NAGI:  Yes, sir.                   18:02:54



    14                  MR. MOTTER:  My name is Larry Motter,  18:03:00



    15   Claiborne County.  I have a business up there.  And   18:03:04



    16   this shared use lane that they're putting through,    18:03:09



    17   we have a walking path and bicycle path just a        18:03:15



    18   little bit farther up the road that is going to       18:03:17



    19   connect this.  This use lane comes right down past    18:03:21



    20   my business, and it's going to restrict my parking    18:03:24



    21   and I'm not going to have very much parking, really.  18:03:30



    22   I'm not going to have enough parking for the          18:03:33



    23   business that I have.                                 18:03:33



    24                  MR. OLIVER:  Okay.  Well, what we can  18:03:35



    25   do is look at your individual property with you and   18:03:39
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     1   see where your parking lot is and address that        18:03:42



     2   individually because that's more of a specific        18:03:45



     3   question.  We need to see, you know, the parameters   18:03:45



     4   of your parking lot and see what that does.           18:03:48



     5                  You know, the goal of that shared use  18:03:50



     6   path was a request from the town of Harrogate to the  18:03:53



     7   Department of Transportation and had been submitting  18:03:56



     8   that as part of the grant to get from the Department  18:03:59



     9   of Transportation to build that.  And it happened     18:04:02



    10   after we were able to incorporate that in the         18:04:03



    11   project to provide connectivity to the schools.  So   18:04:06



    12   you had HY Livesay and it would go up and connect to  18:04:11



    13   a path that could connect back to the other schools.  18:04:12



    14                  But we'll look at that individually.   18:04:14



    15                  MR. NAGI:  Anyone else have a general  18:04:16



    16   question about the project?                           18:04:21



    17                  MR. MILLER:  I'm Charles Miller,       18:04:28



    18   Claiborne County.  I have a two-part question.        18:04:34



    19   Originally, when this project was talked about        18:04:37



    20   received, it was said that all the activity would be  18:04:42



    21   on the north side of road.  Has that changed or will  18:04:47



    22   it all take place on the north side?                  18:04:52



    23                  MR. OLIVER:  As far as the widening?   18:04:55



    24                  MR. MILLER:  Yes.                      18:04:55



    25                  MR. OLIVER:  Now, Christie may know a  18:04:55
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     1   little bit more about that than me, but I think they  18:04:56



     2   tried to come off of one side and -- but I think      18:04:58



     3   we're actually widening on both sides uniformly. But  18:05:00



     4   you may favor one side or another, depending on       18:05:02



     5   where we're at and what we run up against, but being  18:05:07



     6   the road it was and going to a five-lane, trying to   18:05:08



     7   be uniform with it.                                   18:05:09



     8                  MR. MILER:  Okay.  The second thing,   18:05:11



     9   do you have any kind of time line in mind as for      18:05:16



    10   when it might start and a completion date?            18:05:19



    11                  MR. OLIVER:  Boy, I wish I could tell  18:05:22



    12   everybody an actual start and completion date on      18:05:23



    13   projects.  The best I can do with that, and what      18:05:24



    14   we've been prepared to say tonight, is Mr. Ozment     18:05:24



    15   laid out he had some environmental work to do.  That  18:05:31



    16   work is -- really, it's a mandatory requirement for   18:05:35



    17   us to spend dollars that come back to us from the     18:05:37



    18   Federal Highway Department of the federal             18:05:37



    19   government.                                           18:05:37



    20                  He still -- once we -- the milestone   18:05:42



    21   is for us to get to where we start construction.  I   18:05:45



    22   just kind of tell everybody this to give you an idea  18:05:46



    23   -- because someone else is going to ask that same     18:05:46



    24   question, so I appreciate it -- is that we have to    18:05:53



    25   get the plans finished up to a point that the         18:05:54
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     1   accuracy and the precision of everything is           18:05:55



     2   something we can buy property off of.  So if they're  18:05:58



     3   not there yet, as Christie said, they're              18:06:00



     4   preliminary.  But for us just to get those plans      18:06:04



     5   ready is going to put us sometime spring, summer of   18:06:06



     6   '17 for all this work.  But the environmental         18:06:09



     7   studies may not be finished with Mr. Ozment's staff.  18:06:10



     8   So he's thinking -- looking at somewhere around 12    18:06:15



     9   months hopefully from right now to have all that      18:06:18



    10   wrapped up.                                           18:06:18



    11                  But that also takes Federal            18:06:18



    12   Highways's cooperation and timely reviews and things  18:06:20



    13   like that because it has to go to them for            18:06:22



    14   approvals.  Now, once we start the right of way       18:06:26



    15   process on these projects, although we've reduced     18:06:29



    16   the right of way, we're looking at somewhere of 12    18:06:31



    17   to 18 months to coordinate with some utilities and    18:06:35



    18   buy the properties.                                   18:06:38



    19                  Now, on project 4 over here, we're     18:06:41



    20   not buying right of way, so that one could go         18:06:45



    21   quicker because that time frame is actually shorter.  18:06:46



    22   Instead of 12 to 18, it would probably be like a      18:06:47



    23   nine-month duration.  So that, you know, if           18:06:51



    24   everything was just lifted off and said go, that one  18:06:56



    25   will probably be ready first.                         18:06:57
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     1                  But as far as putting importance on    18:06:57



     2   which one goes first, second, third, really can't     18:07:01



     3   say yet until the first one's actually ready.  But    18:07:04



     4   thank you for the comment.  You may have answered     18:07:07



     5   someone else's question too.                          18:07:10



     6                  MR. NAGI:  I think we have time for    18:07:11



     7   one or two more general questions about the project   18:07:13



     8   if anyone has one.                                    18:07:24



     9                  MR. STINER:  I'm Tom Stiner,           18:07:24



    10   S-T-I-N-E-R.  I don't have a question, but based      18:07:30



    11   upon the comments, it may be assumed that all of us   18:07:35



    12   are negative toward the project.  First, I commend    18:07:38



    13   you on your layout.  Everything is very               18:07:41



    14   professionally done.  We appreciate you being here    18:07:44



    15   and we appreciate this opportunity.                   18:07:46



    16                  I'm really excited about the road.  I  18:07:49



    17   think it's very needed.  And I suspect that several   18:07:53



    18   folks here would say the same thing about it.  And    18:07:56



    19   thank you for your efforts.                           18:07:59



    20                  MR. OLIVER:  Thank you.  We            18:08:01



    21   appreciate the comments and the questions.  They're   18:08:02



    22   good questions and good comments.                     18:08:08



    23                  MR. NAGI:  Time for one more           18:08:09



    24   question.                                             18:08:12



    25                  (No response.)                         18:08:14
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     1                  MR. NAGI:  Okay.  With that being      18:08:15



     2   said, that concludes the question-and-answer session  18:08:17



     3   of tonight's Design Public Meeting.  We're here till  18:08:19



     4   7:00 to answer any questions you may have.  We'll     18:08:22



     5   have TDOT representatives throughout the room at the  18:08:24



     6   displays for the four projects.                       18:08:25



     7                  As a reminder, you can still leave     18:08:29



     8   comments with either court reporter until 7:00 if     18:08:33



     9   you so choose.  If you get those comment cards and    18:08:33



    10   take them home, you can send them back to us.  You    18:08:38



    11   have till August 11th to get them officially on the   18:08:42



    12   record.                                               18:08:43



    13                  Thank you very much for coming out     18:08:44



    14   tonight.  We really appreciate it.                    18:08:47



    15                          *  *  *                        18:08:47



    16                      PUBLIC COMMENTS                    18:08:47



    17                                                         18:08:48



    18                  MR. LAMBERT:  My comment is            18:08:48



    19   concerning the Speedwell Volunteer Fire Department.   18:09:36



    20   If the proposal goes as it is, it's going to take     18:09:44



    21   our parking lot.  And without that parking lot, we    18:09:47



    22   cannot function.  We're both a fire department and a  18:09:49



    23   community center and a voting precinct.  So we need   18:09:56



    24   somebody to come and talk to us about what is going   18:10:00



    25   to happen, what can happen, or what needs to happen.  18:10:03
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     1   Because as proposed, it will not -- it'll harm us     18:10:08



     2   greatly.  Ronald Lambert, L-A-M-B-E-R-T.  I'm the     18:10:19



     3   fire department lieutenant.  Thank you very much.     18:10:43



     4                                                         18:10:43



     5                  MR. MULLINS:  My name is David         18:10:43



     6   Mullins, M-U-L-L-I-N-S.  And I just wanted to say     18:11:10



     7   that the proposed shoulder for project 4 I think      18:11:15



     8   should be wider than 6 foot.  And that's all.         18:15:18



     9                                                         18:15:20



    10                   MS. REED:  Ellen Reed, R-E-E-D.  I    18:15:26



    11   own lots 48 and 49 on State Route 63.  And my         18:15:32



    12   question is, when the widening project goes in, it's  18:15:36



    13   going to impact the entry point to lots 48 and 49.    18:15:43



    14   So what I want to know is, if they plan on building   18:15:48



    15   an access road from State Route 63 to lots 48 and 49  18:15:56



    16   to be able to access that property.  Otherwise, the   18:15:56



    17   property is going to be landlocked.  So that's my     18:16:01



    18   concern.                                              18:16:02



    19                  And according to the maps that are     18:16:07



    20   shown, there's going to -- down through there on      18:16:11



    21   State Route 63 there's going to be guardrails, which  18:16:16



    22   will also impact entry.  So it would be necessary to  18:16:20



    23   have TDOT build an access entry into lots 48 and 49   18:16:28



    24   to keep from and to prevent being landlocked.  And    18:16:33



    25   that's it.  Thank you.                                18:16:35
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     1                  MR. HENEGAR:  Dennis Henegar,          18:28:05



     2   H-E-N-E-G-A-R.  Whenever the road was originally      18:28:13



     3   built in 1977, there was a sinkhole in the property.  18:28:20



     4   The State took several truckloads of rock and filled  18:28:27



     5   the sinkhole to try to take care of the water         18:28:35



     6   drainage from the property from behind my house.      18:28:39



     7                  It does not take care of the problem.  18:28:43



     8   Whenever we have a hard rain, quick rain, it'll be    18:28:51



     9   -- water will get 8-foot deep in my front yard and    18:28:57



    10   it'll actually go over my driveway and it's not       18:29:01



    11   taking care of my water problem.  And the State told  18:29:05



    12   me in '77, whenever they built the road, that what    18:29:09



    13   they did, if that didn't take care of it, they'd do   18:29:11



    14   something to the width.                               18:29:11



    15                  And they need to have some kind of     18:29:14



    16   tile underneath the existing road where that -- all   18:29:20



    17   that water can go back to the natural lay of the      18:29:25



    18   land.  And that's a creek that starts across the      18:29:29



    19   road from my house.  And the way that they -- the     18:29:33



    20   road just acts as a dam and it just blocks all the    18:29:40



    21   water.                                                18:29:41



    22                  And that is lot -- the proposed lot    18:29:44



    23   number that they give is 92, tract 92.  There is two  18:29:50



    24   sinkholes now.  One of them's filled up with gravel   18:29:53



    25   and has got a catch basin in it.  The other one is    18:29:54
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     1   just an open sinkhole that I put big rocks in trying  18:29:59



     2   to stop from a tractor, or something or other, going  18:30:03



     3   in and getting stuck real bad or whatever.            18:30:03



     4                  And my address is 3629 General Carl    18:30:07



     5   W. Steiner Highway.  And we'll fill out a card too.   18:30:11



     6   Thank you.                                            18:30:17



     7                                                         18:30:18



     8                  MR. WELCH:  My name is Mont, M-O-N-T,  18:30:18



     9   last name Welch, W-E-L-C-H.  Hey, on the project,     18:30:18



    10   I'd actually like to see their ending be project 4    18:30:49



    11   at the -- just west of the town creek area.  I'd      18:30:51



    12   love to see that road go probably another just a      18:30:54



    13   quarter of a mile on down.  There's an intersection   18:30:57



    14   right there.                                          18:30:58



    15                  And I drive this highway twice a day.  18:31:00



    16   As a matter of fact, my mom lives on the Red Hill     18:31:04



    17   Road.  I grew up on that.  There's been many, many    18:31:04



    18   accidents over the years, and usually when they are,  18:31:05



    19   there's been several people killed.  But usually      18:31:07



    20   when they are, they're always bad.                    18:31:10



    21                  They do have a little turn lane there  18:31:13



    22   now, but sometimes the traffic goes back out into     18:31:14



    23   the road.  But if they would extend that project on   18:31:17



    24   down, just like I said, another quarter of a mile     18:31:19



    25   and that's where the major part of the traffic turns  18:31:22
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     1   off there.                                            18:31:23



     2                  Now, I live probably another three     18:31:24



     3   miles below there in this project part that they're   18:31:26



     4   not going to be doing now.  But as I come down, you   18:31:30



     5   know, the biggest force of traffic does turn off on   18:31:30



     6   that.  And then I'm pretty much by myself on down in  18:31:34



     7   the evenings and stuff too, coming on home.  But I'd  18:31:37



     8   love to see them -- I think it would be beneficial    18:31:40



     9   for them to extend that down just a little bit more,  18:31:42



    10   like I said, another quarter of a mile.  It won't be  18:31:45



    11   a lot of expense for them, I wouldn't think.  You     18:31:45



    12   know, right of way would be there and stuff too as    18:31:49



    13   well.                                                 18:31:49



    14                  And then one other part I'd love to    18:31:52



    15   see them do too, you know, I know comes into the      18:31:55



    16   intersection of 63 and State Route -- I guess that's  18:31:58



    17   State Route 33, 25B.  In that intersection, there's   18:32:01



    18   a red light there.  Of course, I know in the past     18:32:04



    19   they proposed maybe some clover leaves or something   18:32:05



    20   over there.  But even if they would put a couple of   18:32:07



    21   turn lanes to the left going into the Kentucky area,  18:32:12



    22   because I go on through Harrogate into Middlesboro,   18:32:15



    23   Kentucky.                                             18:32:18



    24                  And I usually leave about 6:30         18:32:20



    25   heading to work to get there about 7:00.  If I miss   18:32:22
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     1   my -- say 15 minutes if I'm behind, it's major how    18:32:25



     2   much traffic backs up.  And it backs up a pretty      18:32:27



     3   good little distance, and a lot of it turns that      18:32:27



     4   way.                                                  18:32:30



     5                  So if it happened to be, you know,     18:32:31



     6   that they could put a, you know, a couple left-turn   18:32:33



     7   lanes in there, and then probably some that does      18:32:36



     8   turn to the right too.  So, you know, that's not      18:32:39



     9   always, you know, bad or whatever.  But that could    18:32:42



    10   be even a yield lane or some of it.  But definitely   18:32:42



    11   two left-turn lanes would definitely help in that     18:32:48



    12   matter.                                               18:32:49



    13                  But anyway, I appreciate it.  I'm      18:32:49



    14   definitely for the project and I know you-all         18:32:53



    15   planned it for a long time and stuff too as well.  I  18:32:55



    16   hope to see it come to reality and stuff too as well  18:32:59



    17   and stuff.  And, you know, it'd definitely make       18:33:01



    18   things a lot safer and stuff too as well though.  I   18:33:01



    19   appreciate it there.  Thank you.                      18:35:22



    20                                                         18:35:32



    21                   MR. PROFFITT:  Donald Proffitt,       18:35:32



    22   P-R-O-F-F-I-T-T.  I'm representing Emmanuel Baptist   18:35:38



    23   Church.  I'm the pastor.  Plus I also have property   18:35:40



    24   and a business too.                                   18:35:41



    25                  My business question is on the church  18:35:44
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     1   property, which part of our church property is on     18:35:47



     2   the state and we had permission to make that a        18:35:51



     3   parking lot with asphalt on it.  I'm not asking --    18:35:56



     4   and I knew then and I know now, and I appreciate      18:35:59



     5   the, you know, the opportunity to have part of the    18:35:59



     6   state for property parking.                           18:36:01



     7                  But my question is, is when they come  18:36:05



     8   in there and take part of that property away, is      18:36:08



     9   which way is the slope going to be and how much       18:36:11



    10   further will it go from the construction line back    18:36:15



    11   towards the church?  And if they narrow it down       18:36:18



    12   enough for our parking on the church side east, that  18:36:23



    13   property will take -- that will take away my ability  18:36:27



    14   to park in those lots there.  And what will they be   18:36:33



    15   willing or able to do about that?                     18:36:35



    16                  And basically that's -- and I'm not    18:36:36



    17   here to -- I'm not complaining.  I'm here to say we   18:36:39



    18   appreciate the opportunity.  We built our church in   18:36:44



    19   '78 and we've had that parking space ever since       18:36:47



    20   then.  We knew then that if a road was going to       18:36:51



    21   come, that we could very easily lose all the way to   18:36:52



    22   the right of way.  And they're not showing it all     18:36:53



    23   the way to the right of way.  They're just showing    18:36:57



    24   it to the construction side.                          18:36:58



    25                  But the biggest question is, is will   18:37:01
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     1   it slope towards the road?  And if it's too narrow,   18:37:05



     2   will they take here or pay for the parking spaces on  18:37:11



     3   the other side that would be blocked from them to     18:37:11



     4   get into.   That's basically it.  And I can give you  18:37:16



     5   the lot number.  Somewhere I wrote it down here.      18:37:22



     6   The church is 85.                                     18:37:24



     7                  And then I own a business and I've     18:37:29



     8   got 50 foot down in the bottom there and I don't      18:37:35



     9   know if it's going to affect anything there other     18:37:36



    10   than probably the 50-foot line that goes up to my     18:37:38



    11   business on the church side and stuff.                18:37:40



    12                  Just wanted to make a comment on it    18:37:43



    13   and just concerned about that part as a pastor, and   18:37:47



    14   then as a business owner and as a land owner too.     18:37:51



    15   And that's about it for right now.  Thank you.        18:37:53



    16                                                                 



    17                                                                 



    18                                                                 



    19                                                                 



    20                                                                 



    21                                                                 



    22                                                                 



    23                                                                 



    24                                                                 



    25                                                                 



               Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919       

                                                           43

�

     1                   C E R T I F I C A T E                         



     2   STATE OF TENNESSEE                                            



     3   COUNTY OF KNOX                                                



     4                                                                 



     5             I, JENNIFER D. SHORT, Licensed Court                



     6   Reporter, with offices in Knoxville, Tennessee,               



     7   hereby certify that I reported the forgoing                   



     8   TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC                 



     9   MEETING, by machine shorthand to the best of my               



    10   skills and abilities, and thereafter the same was             



    11   reduced to typewritten form by me.                            



    12             I further certify that I am not related to          



    13   any of the parties named herein, nor their counsel,           



    14   and have no interest, financial or otherwise, in the          



    15   outcome of the proceedings.                                   



    16             I further certify that in order for this            

         document to be considered a true and correct copy,            

    17   it must bear my original signature, and that any              

         unauthorized reproduction in whole or in part and/or          

    18   transfer of this document is not authorized, will             

         not be considered authentic, and will be violation            

    19   of Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-104, Theft of               

         Services.                                                     

    20                                                                 

                                                                       

    21                                                                 

                     ___________________________                       

    22               Jennifer D. Short                                 

                     Elite Reporting Services                          

    23               Certified Court Reporter (TN)                     

                     Associate Reporter and                            

    24               Notary Public State of Tennessee                  

                     My Notary Commission Expires: 9/11/2017           

    25               LCR #518 - Expires: 6/30/2018             18:37:53



               Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919       

                                                           44

�




TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PUBLIC MEETING
July 21, 2016

Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence in Reporting
Jennifer Short, LCR
Associate Reporter

Chattanooga (423)266-2332 Jackson (731)425-1222
Knoxville (865)329-9919 Nashville (615)595-0073 Memphis (901)522-4477
www.elitereportingservices.com






Page 3

1 1 pointed out to me by somebody else. That's not an
; 2 original idea.
4 3 | guess the other thing is more
5 4 personal. My property is on -- would be the north
6 Tennessee Department of Transportation 5 side of the highway and it sits in a fairly low
7 NEPA/ Design Public Meeting 6 spot. And when it rains heavy, the water from the
g Ca”‘;';_e;'a' qu:L:):r ”‘;r SOZ:: ;es 7 field next to me and the water from back behind me
10 e 8 runs down and it runs to the culvert and down to the
11 July 21, 2016 9 ditch line along the highway the way itis. And
5:00 p.m 10 it's fine right now, but I've only got maybe a foot
12 11 or so of elevation between my basement garage floor
. \1’1'7‘% ;” ‘:AWdE: e any ;CZ;' 12 and where the drainpipe goes that | ran to run the
LaFol I ette, TN 37766 13 water out to the highway drainage.
14 14 If they change the drainage pattern
15 15 of the highway, I'm concerned that it might affect
16 16 my basement and cause it to be flooded during
1; 17 periods of heavy rain. Won't flood the house, but
19 18 it will get into the basement. And I've written
20 19 letters and sent e-mails about this already, so it
21 20 should be on record.
22 21 The only other thing | would say is |
23 WMNE;: thEerRE;?tT: :‘;:ii\"ciscom 22 like the highway the way it is, as far as a good
24 Jennifer D. Short, LCR GCR Associate Reporter 23 road to travel. You've got plenty of straight
Knoxvi | l e, Tennessee 24 places. People that want to go fast can pass you.
25 (865) 329- 9919 25 If you want to go the speed limit, they can get
Page 2 Page 4
} PCJBTLI*C COMMENTS 1 around you. If | were going to change anything
3 2 about it, | would put in passing lanes every so
4 MR. SKIDMORE: My first name is Jeff, 3 often, find an area where you've got plenty of room,
¢ J-E-F-F, last name Skidmore, S-K-I-D-M-O-R-E. My 4 won't affect people’s driveways or property, put a
Highway 25 down Highway 63, from what | understand, 6 direction to east, put two or three of them going
7 about six miles. 7 west. You've already got one west not far from
8 , . 8 where | live. And | guess that's about it. Spend
Now, first question is, what are they ; .
9 . , . 9 the money on keeping the road you already have in
going to do about the farm equipment that's being .
) 10 good shape. Interstates need it around here.
tranned by the farmers and their tractors along the 11
should.er of the road? Right now, I. see several. - 12 MS. OWENS: Marshall and Mary Owens.
sometimes sgveral a day.. But during the growing 13 And she just told us that they plan to build a
season, farming season, it's most every day there's 14 retaining wall in front of our house rather than
a tractor goes by pulling something. If they make 15 take our house, which they had told us before that
it down to just 6-foot shoulders, some of that 16 our house would go.
equipment is going to be sticking out in the 17 MR. OWENS: I'm hoping that's what
18 roadway. That's one thing. 18 they go do.

Second one is, it's my understanding 19 MS. OWENS: How long ago was that?
if you've got a turn lane and you can't pass on that 20 MR. OWENS: Ten years ago, 20 years
turn lane, then for this -- nearly this whole six 21 ago. . _
miles when you turn off to where it ends, you won't gg i beS' OWE_N?:'I \_/g/heneéer thtey hSad t|r|1|e|r
be able to pass anybody. So if you get behind a meeting betore Up in t1aiborne fL.ounty. ,Oa S

. 24 well with the world right now with us if that's
tractor or a slow truck or something real slow, you 25 true

25

can't legally pass in a center turn lane. That was

Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919
www. El i t eReporti ngServices.com
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Page 7

1 MR. OWENS: We're getting too old to 1 From TDOT Strategic Planning are

2 move, build, or whatever, you know. 2 Michael Gilbert, Caleb Smith, and David Coggin.

3 MS. OWENS: As long as that's what's 3 From TDOT Consultant Thompson

4 happening, we are just happy. 4 Engineering are Sharon Braden, Johnny Carr, Jeff

5 MR. OWENS: Yeah. If they do what 5 Middlebrooks, and Randy Brown.

6 they said they was going to do, that would be fine 6 From TDOT Consultant Palmer

7 with us till we die. Then they can do what they 7 Engineering is Brian Lee and also Todd Kemp.

8 want to do. 8 Coming up in just a couple of

9 MS. OWENS: But that's all we have to 9 minutes, we'll have a short presentation. Following

10 say. 10 the presentation, we'll have TDOT representatives

11 MR. OWENS: But we are glad that 11 scattered throughout the gymnasium in front of the

12 they're not taking our house, believe me, so that's 12 displays to answer any questions that you may have.

13 good. 13 Once again, this is a NEPA Design

14 *okox 14 Public Meeting, which means you have a few different

15 15 ways to get your comments on the record. We have

16 MR. NAGI: Hi, good evening. And 16 two court reporters present, one in the front of the

17 first of all, thank you very much for coming out 17 room and one in the back of the room. They will be

18 tonight. | know it's hot outside and | know it's 18 recording all public comments that are made at this

19 getting hot here in the gymnasium and we know you | 19 meeting. They're also available following the

20 qguys are very busy, so we really appreciate you 20 public question-and-answer session to take down all

21 coming out here tonight. 21 your comments privately if that is something that

22 My name is Mark Nagi. I'm the 22 you would prefer.

23 Community Relations Officer for Region 1 of 23 Also, as you walked in and signed in,

24 Tennessee's Department of Transportation. We're 24 you noticed we had comment cards and pens. You can

25 here tonight at Valley View Elementary School to 25 write down your comments and hand them in to us
Page 6 Page 8

1 discuss the proposed Campbell and Claiborne County 1 tonight, or you can take the cards home and send

2 State Route 63 widening projects. 2 them back to us. You have 21 days from today to do

3 The meeting is being held to provide 3 that, if you do choose to send them in.

4 the public an opportunity to provide comments 4 In addition, following the

5 regarding these proposed widening projects and for 5 presentation, we'll set aside a few minutes for a

6 TDOT representatives to answer questions and provide 6 public question-and-answer session if anyone has any

7 information. 7 general questions about the project that they would

8 Joining us tonight from the Tennessee 8 like to have answered. If you have specific

9 Department of Transportation are TDOT Regional 9 questions about the project, once again, we'll have

10 Director and Assistant Chief Engineer Steve Borden. 10 TDOT representatives at all the displays throughout

11 TDOT Director of Project Development in Region 1, 11 the gymnasium after tonight's presentation.

12 Danny Oliver. 12 Before we go any further, I'll ask

13 From TDOT's Design division are 13 are there any members of the media in attendance

14 Christie Brown, Stacy Weaver, Randy Plummer, Jay 14 tonight?

15 Morgan, Henry Ried, Mike Russell, David Jordan, Mark | 15 (No response.)

16 Parish, Stephanie Wallis, Louna Koeut, Aubin Fowler, 16 MR. NAGI: Okay. At thistime, I'd

17 Suzanne Thomson, Alex Keelty. 17 like to ask all elected public officials to please

18 From TDOT's Right of Way division are 18 stand, say your name, and the office that they

19 John Barrett, Phil Addison, Bon Woodson, David 19 represent.

20 Williams, Steve Head, Denise Hagler, Cory Sharrock, 20 MR. POWERS: Hello, I'm Dennis Powers

21 Sheena Foster, Caleb Underwood, Tina Newman, and 21 and I'm the state representative for Campbell,

22 Justin McGill. 22 Anderson, and Union County, and glad to be here

23 From TDOT's Environmental Division, 23 tonight. | remember when the road was first being

24 director Jim Ozment, also Holly Cantrell and Ethan 24 -- the project was first being envisioned back in

25 Saturday. 25 the late 1970s, so we're happy to be here and happy

Elite Reporting Services * (865)329-9919 5..
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Page 11

1 to see everything going through. 1 how we've changed the design of this a little bit.
2 MR. SEXTON: I'm state representative 2 Soin 2015, that initiative was ended, and here we
3 Jerry Sexton. | cover Claiborne, Grainger, and part 3 arein of July '16 to talk about that and tell you a
4 of Union County. And we're just grateful for the 4 little bit more.
5 good work that TDOT does, and we look forward to 5 The way things typically go in a
6 seeing this project finished. 6 projectis thereis a planning phase where everybody
7 MR. NAGI: Are there any other 7 tries to decide what's a good idea. And building a
8 elected officials with us tonight? 8 road or widening the road from LaFollette to
9 (No response.) 9 Harrogate is the extent of the project, the entire
10 MR. NAGI: Okay. Well, with that 10 length through there. After that, it's best to
11 being said, I'll turn things over to TDOT's Jim 11 start with the design. It moves into environmental.
12 Ozment, who will begin tonight's presentation. Jim. | 12 And then it moves kind of back to design so that
13 MR. OZMENT: Good evening. I'm Jim 13 they can do some more formal type of work.
14 Ozment. | am the Director of the Environmental 14 In this particular case, though,
15 Division for TDOT. We do all the environmental 15 because the design changed and the environmental was
16 studies portion of the project in advance of moving 16 not completed, we're going to have to go back
17 into design and construction. 17 through and continue to do some additional
18 Just to let you know, this is not the 18 environmental work on this. So we're working in
19 first time that we've been here. We were here in 19 conjunction with the design group to ensure that
20 2009. Go back through a little bit. We were here 20 this meets everyone's needs.
21 in 2009 for a public hearing to talk about the 21 Then after that's done, the project
22 project at that time. It was a little bit different 22 would move to right of way, where right of way, if
23 than it is now, which is why we're wanting to come 23 there was any need, it would be purchased, and then
24 back. 24 from there to construction.
25 A lot of what happens in the 25 The original plan, it was a little

Page 10 Page 12
1 environmental division is trying to get in and find 1 bit different than what we're talking about. We
2 and ferret out the problems that we would encounter, 2 talked about coming out of LaFollette at the end of
3 whether they be environmental, social, right of way. 3 the five-lane and extending it to Woodson. And then
4 We're looking up front to see how the road 4 we were going to move from Woodson Lane with a
5 improvements would affect people either positively 5 four-lane divided roadway. That was a -- had a
6 or negatively. So that's our role in project 6 48-foot median and about a 250-, maybe even a
7 development, primarily. 7 300-foot wide right of way, which was quite
8 We gathered a lot of information back 8 extensive. That also had a lot of right of way
9 then and that's been, in fact, used and incorporated 9 impacts for businesses and homes that were along
10 into the current design changes, and I'll talk about 10 that path.
11 that alittle bit more in a minute. 11 The easternmost portion of that
12 In 2012 -- you might wonder why we 12 project as it was designed then was either a couple
13 met here last in 2009. Well, in 2012, the 13 of different alternatives. One of them was to run
14 department stopped a lot of their projects across 14 the five -- or the four-lane all the way into 25,
15 the state to take another look at them. Finances 15 and the other one was to transition it from five to
16 were getting pretty tight. We needed to find a way 16 threeto two. Again, that was the original concept
17 to be sure that we could deliver projects to people 17 that was studied back in '09.
18 that they needed now, instead of potentially 18 At this point, what you're seeing
19 projects that would benefit for a great number of 19 around the wall today is an extension of the road
20 years into the future. So what we're looking at are 20 from the five-lane at LaFollette to somewhere near
21 ways to deliver things that are affordable, and yet 21 Hall Lane. That still hasn't been determined, but
22 are extremely important to the community in a timely 22 instead of having the four-lane and five-lane, it
23 manner. 23 would be running the five-lane section the whole way
24 So we had to go back and look and see 24 out through there.
25 where we could change that, and that goes back to 25 That would reduce the right of way
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1 takes considerably and pull the right of way back 1 By reducing the cost of the project

2 to, in many instances, where we're already within 2 from afour-lane to afive-lane, it also allows us

3 our own right of way. It would also fix some 3 to be able to fund that quicker and get that project

4 interchanges along the way and how the roads are 4 to delivery, you know, in a shorter amount of time.

5 connected. Again, | can't show you probably here. 5 And ultimately, faster delivery equals the greater

6 It's much better if you can just walk around the 6 safety for you and the driving community. So that

7 room and take a look and ask questions about your 7 is some of the eventual design benefits that we

8 specific areas of interest. 8 believe.

9 But from somewhere near Hall Lane to 9 In environmental, one of the things

10 Old Town Creek, there's a -- we're studying that 10 that we have to look at -- well, it's a number of

11 right now to decide what's best to do with that, 11 things that we have to look at it, but it goes

12 whether it would be to delete it, to move itto a 12 through things like streams, historic structures,

13 three-lane, or to potentially the five-lane. But it 13 archaeological sites, we look for all that. But we

14 looks like it would be reasonable to potentially 14 did that on the wider right of way back in 2009

15 move it to the three-lane type of a section. 15 time.

16 And then from there, on into US 25 at 16 We really didn't find a lot of

17 Harrogate to take it as a three-lane all the way in 17 environmental impacts that would be significant.

18 through there. So in essence, if you think about 18 And now with the reduced impacts for the right of

19 it, it drops from instead of having a four-lane 19 way, it should be that or less in most instances.

20 through alarge percentage of that to a five-lane 20 So -- but we have to go back and go through all of

21 and athree-lane. 21 this again to basically update these types of

22 Some of the reasoning for that came 22 studies.

23 from the public comments that we received from y'all 23 So what are the next steps? Well, we

24 at the end of the last meeting. Where, when you had 24 have to complete an environmental impact study. We

25 afour-lane, there was alot of concerns from 25 are not sure if we're not going to be able to reduce
Page 14 Page 16

1 businesses about, well, where would the median 1 that. We're in negotiations kind of with Federal

2 cutovers be, and, what if it's not across from my 2 Highway Administration, which oversees our money, at

3 house or across from my business, how will that 3 this point to try to get that level of

4 affect me? 4 documentation, something that can go faster for us.

5 Five-lane section, you have an 5 We're going to incorporate the public comments from

6 opportunity to turn, it's a much safer type of a 6 tonightinto that document so that we're -- we have

7 roadway when you're doing that, ability to make that 7 your input as to what you think about this.

8 turn anywhere you need to up and down through there 8 And that's an important part of us

9 and get you out of the travel lane. So that's the 9 convincing the Federal Highway of the right

10 reason for that -- or one of the reasons for that. 10 direction to go, is how does the public feel about

11 So what of the benefits of the new 11 this. So don't think that your voices aren't heard.

12 design? We believe that obviously it's going to 12 They were heard last time and they will be

13 reduce the right of way impacts by bringing a good 13 incorporated this time.

14 deal of this project back within our current right 14 If there's any design modifications

15 of way limits and not having to purchase nearly as 15 based on what we hear from y'all, then we will go

16 much on the eastern end. | believe we're completely 16 ahead and try to incorporate those into the new

17 within our own right of way with this segment over 17 design, finalize our design, before we can start

18 here. There's some amount of right of way that 18 right of way, and then of course acquire right of

19 would be needed on the other sections. 19 way, and then fund -- schedule and fund the project

20 So if we reduce the right of way, 20 itself.

21 obviously we reduce residential and business impact 21 The environmental team, which

22 and takes to that. At the same time, it reduces 22 consists of the Region 1 Design Group that we're

23 environmental impacts, like impacts to streams or 23 working with here out of Knoxuville, the

24 wetlands or anything else that we might happen to 24 Environmental division, which is primarily located

25 runinto up and down through there. 25 in Nashville, and Kimley-Horn Consultants, which
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1 will be our partner in helping us complete that, 1 12-foot shoulders. Through that 15-mile stretch,
2 that work. 2 there will be some various intersection improvements
3 So at this time, I'd like to 3 at side roads.
4 introduce Christie Brown. She will tell you about 4 One thing to note about -- within
5 the rest of the project here. 5 project number 1, we are proposing a couple new
6 MS. BROWN: Thank you, Jim. What I'm 6 traffic signals. We're proposing one at State Route
7 going to do is, I'm going to talk mainly about what 7 63 at Myers Lane, which is right there at the
8 you guys see here tonight in front of you. This is 8 beginning where Food Lion is, and another one at
9 a map that was also outside some of you may have 9 State Route 63 and Middlesboro Road and Wildwood
10 seen when you actually signed in. It shows the four 10 Circle.
11 projects that we are looking at tonight, what we 11 At the intersection of State Route 63
12 have displays for and preliminary plans. 12 and Old Middlesboro Highway, we're actually
13 And we've color-coded around the 13 proposing some realignment of that intersection. |
14 room. The red is project number 1. And it goes 14 think there's an existing signal there now. It will
15 from the LaFollette Urban Boundary, which is down 15 be signalized, but we are realigning that
16 where the five-lane actually transitions down to 16 intersection.
17 two. Ithink there's the Food Lion there, Myer's 17 Project number 4, which is over here,
18 Lane. And it goes up to Woodson Drive and Frontier. 18 the purple project, goes from west of Old Town Creek
19 The blue project, project number 2, 19 to State Route 32, US 25E, in Claiborne County and
20 picks up there at Woodson and Frontier and goes to 20 now Harrogate. It's approximately six miles in
21 the Campbell and Claiborne County Line. 21 that. This typical -- this roadway was a little bit
22 Project number 3, the green project 22 different than projects 1, 2, and 3. And again,
23 you see, picks up at the Campbell/Claiborne County 23 I'll refer you guys to your handout if you can't see
24 line and goes up near Hall Lane. 24 this on the screen.
25 And then project number 4, the 25 We will again have 12-foot travel
Page 18 Page 20
1 purple, picks up a little bit west of Old Town Creek 1 lanes, one in each direction, and we'll have a
2 and goes up to State Route 32, or US 25E. 2 12-foot center turn line. At some locations, the
3 So as Mark mentioned, who is here 3 center turn lane may go into a truck-climbing lane
4 tonight, this is the design team. There are several 4 or a passing lane. But it will be a three-lane
5 of us here from the Regional 1 office out on 5 section.
6 Strawberry Plains, and we also have representatives 6 Through that section, instead of
7 from Thompson Engineering and Palmer Engineering. 7 12-foot shoulders, we're going to have proposed
8 So projects 1, 2, and 3, I'm going to 8 6-foot shoulders, and we are proposing a 10-foot
9 Ilump those all together. Where project number 1 9 shared-use path that goes from Londonderry Road to
10 ends, project number 2 starts. Where project number | 10 HY Livesay Middle School. We've coordinated with
11 2 ends, project number 3 starts. And they're all 11 the city of Harrogate on that.
12 very similar. 12 So now I'm really going to spend some
13 So project number 1, 2, and 3, again, 13 time talking about the displays, what you guys are
14 thatis basically a 15-mile stretch of State Route 14 looking at. | think all of you guys have looked at
15 63. And it starts there, coming out of LaFollette, 15 some of the displays, maybe not all. The
16 all the way up to Hall Lane in Claiborne County. 16 representatives from TDOT and Thompson and Palmer
17 And this may be difficult to see up here on this 17 will all be there to answer any questions, but there
18 screen, so | would refer all you guys to your 18 is a couple things | want to point out.
19 handout. The typical section can all be found in 19 If you see a purple dashed line --
20 your handouts for all three projects in the inside 20 this purple dashed line here, that's the existing
21 there. 21 right of way line. And the other thing | wanted to
22 For projects 1, 2, and 3, we are 22 point out, this proposed guardrail. Just some
23 proposing a five-lane roadway. You will have 23 things, if you're looking at these displays, so you
24 12-foot travel lanes, two in each direction, with a 24 know what they are.

N
(6]

12-foot center turn lane. We also are proposing

N
(6]

If you see a yellow line with
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1 little-bitty yellow circles up on one side of it, 1 So it's been said several times, but

2 that's a proposed guardrail. These blue, those 2 your guys' comments are very important to us. That

3 lines right here, those are existing drainage 3 is why we're here. So we strongly encourage you

4 structures, whether they're box culverts or pipes. 4 guys to fill out your comment cards, drop them off

5 We have some that we are extending because we're 5 tonight, or take them home with you. And you have

6 widening the road. 6 21 days to mail them in, or you can talk verbally

7 And notice that you don't see the 7 with the court reporters and they'll take it down.

8 existing road on these displays. All you see is the 8 So at this time, we just want to

9 black. That's because the proposed road is going 9 thank you guys for your attendance. And there is

10 over the existing. We're widening along the 10 some contact names up here. Mr. Danny Oliver, who

11 existing. The alignment of the road is not 11 is the Region 1 Director of Project Development, and

12 changing. 12 Mr. Jim Ozment, who is the Director of the TDOT

13 Something else to point out, proposed 13 Environmental Division. Thank you.

14 right of way. We are trying to minimize proposed 14 MR. NAGI: Okay. What we're going to

15 right of way on projects 1, 2, and 3. Currently, on 15 do now is, we've got a few minutes for some general

16 project 4, we're not showing any proposed right of 16 questions about the project. If you have any

17 way. This heavy red line -- and it should be 17 general questions you'd like to ask, please raise

18 labeled as proposed right of way. 18 your hand and I'll come up to you.

19 So when you look at the map, and if 19 If you could, please state your name

20 you see that near your property, we would be 20 and your address for the record.

21 acquiring what would be between the proposed heavy | 21 MR. RUSSELL: Leroy Zeke Russell. |

22 red line and this dashed purple line. That would be 22 was born and raised in this area. And my question

23 the area that we need to acquire. Now, these plans 23 s, this nice road, going up and down the road,

24 we are presenting tonight are preliminary. We will 24 which we needed, versus the old road that | grew up

25 go back and we will incorporate comments that are 25 on, we have a town of LaFollette that has two state
Page 22 Page 24

1 received tonight. Our goal is to minimize any 1 routes already going into it. And the working

2 impacts we can. 2 people in this area, it takes at least 10 to 12

3 So please let us know your comments, 3 hours to do an 8-hour shift. I've done it for 40

4 fill out a comment card, talk to the court reporter. 4 vyears.

5 That is why we're here. 5 And to go through LaFollette during

6 This type of gray type of shading is 6 the rush hour, it's anywhere -- from here to the

7 driveways. Several of you may not -- we may not be 7 interstate, it's anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour

8 acquiring right of way, but we will be tying in your 8 and a half. And how in the world can any TDOT or

9 driveway while widening the roadway, so we will have 9 any other person justify building this five-lane

10 to do some work on your driveway to tie that in. 10 super road where we can drive 70 and 80 miles an

11 There's also some -- a different kind 11 hour down to LaFollette where it's going to be a

12 of dashed red line down here that some of you guys 12 dead-end street, dumping all this traffic? What's

13 may see. That's a proposed construction easement, 13 the plan to do with all the traffic once we go to

14 that is probably that we will pay for. And it 14 LaFollette?

15 allows us to get on that property to do construction 15 To me, this whole project is a slap

16 on the road. 16 in the face to the working people of this area. I'm

17 This is actually on project 4, just 17 talking about the people -- young, 20, 30, and 40

18 one thing | want to point out. This green type of 18 vyears old. My working days is about over. But how

19 shading right here, that represents the shared use 19 can you justify even thinking about building a

20 path. Like | mentioned, we are proposing a section 20 better road?

21 of shared use path as 10-foot wide from Londonderry | 21 | mean, we have a very serious

22 down to HY Livesay Middle School. 22 problem, but it's not this road. The problem is

23 This heavy yellow line right here is 23 LaFollette. Why don't we take all of the money back

24 a proposed retaining wall. We do have several, and 24 up and decide to bypass LaFollette? That's what we

25 that's mainly to minimize impacts along the project. 25 need. We don't need no interstate up and down this
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1 valley. | mean, if you do make it a road that goes 1 people when the interstate is backed up and things

2 --that can't go to anywhere. Because that's what 2 happen on the interstate. Where do they go? They

3 we're doing, we're building a five-lane road that 3 go on that corridor.

4 goes into a dead-end street. 4 They choose two places. And when

5 I'm not against building roads. 5 we've had the interstate fail, there was two routes

6 That's something very good for the economy. But 6 on this side of the state that actually we saw that

7 it's a disaster for the young working people. Of 7 flood of traffic coming in at. One is Highway 29,

8 course, | noticed everybody in here is kind of like 8 or State Route 29, up in Morgan County. And there

9 me, their work days are done over with. But their 9 was a lot of traffic, big truck traffic, was coming

10 children and grandchildren, you're running people 10 out of Kentucky coming down that, north/south.

11 out of this town because they simply cannot -- if 11 Then we also saw State Route 63

12 you live in this area right here, you've got to work 12 coming -- truck traffic hitting, coming down that

13 in Oak Ridge or Knoxville. And there's just no way 13 four-lane, five-lane roadway and hitting this

14 that you can work in Oak Ridge and Knoxville and 14 corridor here. So we are looking at a -- more of a

15 work an 8-hour shift without turning it into a 15 -- also a regional perspective that that is a

16 12-hour. And that's the minimum. 16 strategic corridor for us that actually provides

17 That's all I've got. I'm not against 17 redundancy to the interstate.

18 it, but I'm definitely not for making a bigger 18 And part of the funding that's used

19 disaster. 19 on this was -- is called Appalachian Development

20 MR. NAGI: Thank you. 20 Highway Systems Funds, and that was identified back

21 MS. BROWN: Sir, | would definitely 21 in the 1960s for a need to build these roads out to

22 talk to the court reporter and fill out a comment 22 supplement the interstate system. And that's why

23 card about your concern. And we'll let Danny... 23 the first three projects that we have on display

24 MR. OLIVER: We appreciate the 24 tonight, those funds have been set aside just for

25 comment. And y'all bear with me, I've got some kind 25 those number of lanes coming. It's not just going
Page 26 Page 28

1 of crud, so nobody shaking my hand or come around 1 into LaFollette, but actually coming out of

2 and talk with me afterward. Not that | don't want 2 LaFollette from the interstate to connect that

3 to talk to you, it's because I've got the -- yeah, 3 corridor as it goes up through Kentucky.

4 representatives are already scooting over. So bear 4 But | appreciate your comments. |

5 with me if | take a coughing fit, that's what's 5 understand that it's -- you create more through-put,

6 going on. 6 you're going to have some challenges with that

7 We appreciate your comment and we 7 traffic and the signals and the timing. But we'll

8 understand that there's a lot of traffic that is in 8 definitely make a point to have our guys come out

9 LaFollette and between LaFollette and the 9 and work with the city of LaFollette on that.

10 interstate, Jacksboro area, we understand that. And | 10 That happens. After a signal's been

11 the good thing is that's folks that live here and 11 working for awhile, they need to be tweaked and they

12 it's growing. That's a good thing. 12 need to be fine-tuned. So we appreciate your

13 One thing is that your comment goes 13 comment.

14 on public record, which means becomes part of the 14 MR. NAGI: Next question right here.

15 project. And we have a traffic office, which isn't 15 Please state your name, address.

16 here tonight. One of the guys from the safety 16 MR. SKIDMORE: Jeff Skidmore,

17 office is here from Nashville. But what | would 17 Claiborne County. | have two comments -- three now.

18 like to do to address that concern of the traffic 18 The interstate, when it was backed up a few months

19 going into LaFollette is actually look at what the 19 ago, it went right in front of my house. It's not

20 signals are doing and work with the city of 20 the highway, it's the bottlenecks at Middlesboro, at

21 LaFollette and Jacksboro to see how that timing is 21 the intersection there at 25E where everybody stops.

22 working so it can handle that type of traffic. 22 | live about a mile from the intersection of 25E.

23 And as far as just the road work that 23 There were several times trucks was

24 we're doing, this corridor is -- you know, it's an 24 backed up past my house. | don't care what you do

25 artery, it's a regional corridor. This thing helps 25 to the road (inaudible) the tunnel and the
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1 intersections in Middlesboro. Don't know about 1 with you. I don't like speeders either. | don't

2 LaFollette because | didn't come to LaFollette 2 like them driving fast or dangerous. And | wish we

3 during that period. 3 could catch them all and tell them to drive the

4 Second comment, those rumble strips 4 speed limit and be mindful of folks. But that's a

5 that you pressed into the highway, they're right on 5 challenge we have if we have a good stretch --

6 the white line. And those of us that live right on 6 you're blessed in Tennessee to have a straight

7 the highway -- and | live maybe yards from the road 7 roadway. The only two | know of is this road here,

8 -- it makes a heck of a noise. Put them on the 8 63 going into Harrogate, and then there around

9 outside of the white line if you've got to put them 9 Rutledge going to Bean Station, those two straight

10 somewhere. (Inaudible) -- put them on the white 10 roads. And there's not too many more in East

11 line. It does several things besides the noise. It 11 Tennessee, but that's just -- | understand your

12 tears the road up, and the roads are in bad shape. 12 concern.

13 Most of it comes apart right there where those 13 MR. NAGI: Yes, sir.

14 rumble strips are. 14 MR. MOTTER: My name is Larry Motter,

15 Third comment regarding my end of the 15 Claiborne County. | have a business up there. And

16 county, | ride a bicycle and walk along the road up 16 this shared use lane that they're putting through,

17 there in Claiborne County, around Harrogate, down 17 we have a walking path and bicycle path just a

18 about a mile or so. Nice 12-foot shoulders, 18 little bit farther up the road that is going to

19 Everybody -- not everybody, lots of people use it, 19 connect this. This use lane comes right down past

20 bike riders, walkers, and runners, different things. 20 my business, and it's going to restrict my parking

21 I'm not sure the value of this 21 and I'm not going to have very much parking, really.

22 proposed shared use trail from the hillside. There 22 I'm not going to have enough parking for the

23 would be a few people using it, but I'm not sure how | 23 business that | have.

24 many. The wide shoulder, as it is right now, got 24 MR. OLIVER: Okay. Well, what we can

25 plenty of shoulders and lots of grass. It's fine 25 dois look at your individual property with you and
Page 30 Page 32

1 theway itis. That's all. Thank you. 1 see where your parking lot is and address that

2 MR. OLIVER: Thanks for your 2 individually because that's more of a specific

3 comments. And | urge people to -- | urge people to 3 question. We need to see, you know, the parameters

4 put on their comment cards if they plan on using 4 of your parking lot and see what that does.

5 thattrail. Go ahead and write that down and share 5 You know, the goal of that shared use

6 those comments with us. We appreciate that. 6 path was a request from the town of Harrogate to the

7 MR. NAGI: Next question. 7 Department of Transportation and had been submitting

8 MS. MILLER: [I'm Starla Miller, 8 that as part of the grant to get from the Department

9 S-T-A-R-L-A, M-I-L-L-E-R. Now, we do have runners 9 of Transportation to build that. And it happened

10 and walkers that come in front of our house a lot, 10 after we were able to incorporate that in the

11 but we also have some of these crazy drivers 11 project to provide connectivity to the schools. So

12 (inaudible) 75 and 80. Now, what are they going to 12 you had HY Livesay and it would go up and connect to

13 do when you get a five-lane running through there? 13 a path that could connect back to the other schools.

14 We've got (inaudible) sounds like an airplane going 14 But we'll look at that individually.

15 by the house now. 15 MR. NAGI: Anyone else have a general

16 MR. OLIVER: Well, as far as roadways 16 question about the project?

17 and people speeding, if you have a safe roadway, 17 MR. MILLER: I'm Charles Miller,

18 then a lot of people speed. And that's something -- 18 Claiborne County. | have a two-part question.

19 the Department doesn't regulate that. That's the 19 Originally, when this project was talked about

20 Department of Safety and Law Enforcement question. | 20 received, it was said that all the activity would be

21 Now, we don't condone speeding, and the speed limit 21 on the north side of road. Has that changed or will

22 will be set. I think on the five-lane rural 22 it all take place on the north side?

23 section, it's 50 miles an hour, and that's what the 23 MR. OLIVER: As far as the widening?

24 regulatory speed's going to be. 24 MR. MILLER: Yes.

25 And the community -- and | sympathize 25 MR. OLIVER: Now, Christie may know a
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1 little bit more about that than me, but | think they 1 But as far as putting importance on
2 tried to come off of one side and -- but I think 2 which one goes first, second, third, really can't
3 we're actually widening on both sides uniformly. But 3 say yet until the first one's actually ready. But
4 you may favor one side or another, depending on 4 thank you for the comment. You may have answered
5 where we're at and what we run up against, but being 5 someone else's question too.
6 the road it was and going to a five-lane, trying to 6 MR. NAGI: | think we have time for
7 be uniform with it. 7 one or two more general questions about the project
8 MR. MILER: Okay. The second thing, 8 if anyone has one.
9 do you have any kind of time line in mind as for 9 MR. STINER: I'm Tom Stiner,
10 when it might start and a completion date? 10 S-T-I-N-E-R. I don't have a question, but based
11 MR. OLIVER: Boy, | wish | could tell 11 upon the comments, it may be assumed that all of us
12 everybody an actual start and completion date on 12 are negative toward the project. First, | commend
13 projects. The best | can do with that, and what 13 you on your layout. Everything is very
14 we've been prepared to say tonight, is Mr. Ozment 14 professionally done. We appreciate you being here
15 laid out he had some environmental work to do. That | 15 and we appreciate this opportunity.
16 work is -- really, it's a mandatory requirement for 16 I'm really excited about the road. |
17 us to spend dollars that come back to us from the 17 think it's very needed. And | suspect that several
18 Federal Highway Department of the federal 18 folks here would say the same thing about it. And
19 government. 19 thank you for your efforts.
20 He still -- once we -- the milestone 20 MR. OLIVER: Thank you. We
21 s for us to get to where we start construction. | 21 appreciate the comments and the questions. They're
22 just kind of tell everybody this to give you an idea 22 good questions and good comments.
23 -- because someone else is going to ask that same 23 MR. NAGI: Time for one more
24 question, so | appreciate it -- is that we have to 24 question.
25 get the plans finished up to a point that the 25 (No response.)

Page 34 Page 36
1 accuracy and the precision of everything is 1 MR. NAGI: Okay. With that being
2 something we can buy property off of. So if they're 2 said, that concludes the question-and-answer session
3 not there yet, as Christie said, they're 3 of tonight's Design Public Meeting. We're here till
4 preliminary. But for us just to get those plans 4 7:00 to answer any questions you may have. We'll
5 ready is going to put us sometime spring, summer of 5 have TDOT representatives throughout the room at the
6 '17 for all this work. But the environmental 6 displays for the four projects.
7 studies may not be finished with Mr. Ozment's staff. 7 As a reminder, you can still leave
8 So he's thinking -- looking at somewhere around 12 8 comments with either court reporter until 7:00 if
9 months hopefully from right now to have all that 9 you so choose. If you get those comment cards and
10 wrapped up. 10 take them home, you can send them back to us. You
11 But that also takes Federal 11 have till August 11th to get them officially on the
12 Highways's cooperation and timely reviews and things | 12 record.
13 like that because it has to go to them for 13 Thank you very much for coming out
14 approvals. Now, once we start the right of way 14 tonight. We really appreciate it.
15 process on these projects, although we've reduced 15 * ok ok
16 the right of way, we're looking at somewhere of 12 16 PUBLIC COMMENTS
17 to 18 months to coordinate with some utilities and 17
18 buy the properties. 18 MR. LAMBERT: My comment is
19 Now, on project 4 over here, we're 19 concerning the Speedwell Volunteer Fire Department.
20 not buying right of way, so that one could go 20 If the proposal goes as it is, it's going to take
21 quicker because that time frame is actually shorter. 21 our parking lot. And without that parking lot, we
22 Instead of 12 to 18, it would probably be like a 22 cannot function. We're both a fire department and a
23 nine-month duration. So that, you know, if 23 community center and a voting precinct. So we need
24 everything was just lifted off and said go, that one 24 somebody to come and talk to us about what is going
25 will probably be ready first. 25 to happen, what can happen, or what needs to happen.
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1 Because as proposed, it will not -- it'll harm us 1 just an open sinkhole that | put big rocks in trying

2 greatly. Ronald Lambert, L-A-M-B-E-R-T. I'm the 2 to stop from a tractor, or something or other, going

3 fire department lieutenant. Thank you very much. 3 in and getting stuck real bad or whatever.

4 4 And my address is 3629 General Carl

5 MR. MULLINS: My name is David 5 W. Steiner Highway. And we'll fill out a card too.

6 Mullins, M-U-L-L-I-N-S. And | just wanted to say 6 Thank you.

7 that the proposed shoulder for project 4 | think 7

8 should be wider than 6 foot. And that's all. 8 MR. WELCH: My name is Mont, M-O-N-T,

9 9 last name Welch, W-E-L-C-H. Hey, on the project,

10 MS. REED: Ellen Reed, R-E-E-D. | 10 I'd actually like to see their ending be project 4

11 own lots 48 and 49 on State Route 63. And my 11 atthe -- just west of the town creek area. I'd

12 question is, when the widening project goes in, it's 12 love to see that road go probably another just a

13 going to impact the entry point to lots 48 and 49. 13 quarter of a mile on down. There's an intersection

14 So what | want to know is, if they plan on building 14 right there.

15 an access road from State Route 63 to lots 48 and 49 | 15 And | drive this highway twice a day.

16 to be able to access that property. Otherwise, the 16 As a matter of fact, my mom lives on the Red Hill

17 property is going to be landlocked. So that's my 17 Road. | grew up on that. There's been many, many

18 concern. 18 accidents over the years, and usually when they are,

19 And according to the maps that are 19 there's been several people killed. But usually

20 shown, there's going to -- down through there on 20 when they are, they're always bad.

21 State Route 63 there's going to be guardrails, which 21 They do have a little turn lane there

22 will also impact entry. So it would be necessary to 22 now, but sometimes the traffic goes back out into

23 have TDOT build an access entry into lots 48 and 49 23 theroad. But if they would extend that project on

24 to keep from and to prevent being landlocked. And 24 down, just like | said, another quarter of a mile

25 that'sit. Thank you. 25 and that's where the major part of the traffic turns
Page 38 Page 40

1 MR. HENEGAR: Dennis Henegar, 1 off there.

2 H-E-N-E-G-A-R. Whenever the road was originally 2 Now, | live probably another three

3 builtin 1977, there was a sinkhole in the property. 3 miles below there in this project part that they're

4 The State took several truckloads of rock and filled 4 not going to be doing now. But as | come down, you

5 the sinkhole to try to take care of the water 5 know, the biggest force of traffic does turn off on

6 drainage from the property from behind my house. 6 that. And then I'm pretty much by myself on down in

7 It does not take care of the problem. 7 the evenings and stuff too, coming on home. But I'd

8 Whenever we have a hard rain, quick rain, it'll be 8 love to see them -- | think it would be beneficial

9 -- water will get 8-foot deep in my front yard and 9 for them to extend that down just a little bit more,

10 it'll actually go over my driveway and it's not 10 like | said, another quarter of a mile. It won't be

11 taking care of my water problem. And the State told | 11 a lot of expense for them, | wouldn't think. You

12 mein '77, whenever they built the road, that what 12 know, right of way would be there and stuff too as

13 they did, if that didn't take care of it, they'd do 13 well.

14 something to the width. 14 And then one other part I'd love to

15 And they need to have some kind of 15 see them do too, you know, | know comes into the

16 tile underneath the existing road where that -- all 16 intersection of 63 and State Route -- | guess that's

17 that water can go back to the natural lay of the 17 State Route 33, 25B. In that intersection, there's

18 land. And that's a creek that starts across the 18 ared light there. Of course, | know in the past

19 road from my house. And the way that they -- the 19 they proposed maybe some clover leaves or something

20 road just acts as a dam and it just blocks all the 20 over there. But even if they would put a couple of

21 water. 21 turn lanes to the left going into the Kentucky area,

22 And that is lot -- the proposed lot 22 because | go on through Harrogate into Middlesboro,

23 number that they give is 92, tract 92. There is two 23 Kentucky.

24 sinkholes now. One of them's filled up with gravel 24 And | usually leave about 6:30

25 and has got a catch basin in it. The other one is 25 heading to work to get there about 7:00. If | miss
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Page 43

1 my -- say 15 minutes if I'm behind, it's major how 1 it slope towards the road? And if it's too narrow,
2 much traffic backs up. And it backs up a pretty 2 will they take here or pay for the parking spaces on
3 good little distance, and a lot of it turns that 3 the other side that would be blocked from them to
4 way. 4 getinto. That's basically it. And | can give you
5 So if it happened to be, you know, 5 the lot number. Somewhere | wrote it down here.
6 that they could put a, you know, a couple left-turn 6 The church is 85.
7 lanes in there, and then probably some that does 7 And then | own a business and I've
8 turn to the right too. So, you know, that's not 8 got 50 foot down in the bottom there and | don't
9 always, you know, bad or whatever. But that could 9 know if it's going to affect anything there other
10 be even ayield lane or some of it. But definitely 10 than probably the 50-foot line that goes up to my
11 two left-turn lanes would definitely help in that 11 business on the church side and stuff.
12 matter. 12 Just wanted to make a comment on it
13 But anyway, | appreciate it. I'm 13 and just concerned about that part as a pastor, and
14 definitely for the project and | know you-all 14 then as a business owner and as a land owner too.
15 planned it for a long time and stuff too as well. | 15 And that's about it for right now. Thank you.
16 hope to see it come to reality and stuff too as well 16
17 and stuff. And, you know, it'd definitely make 17
18 things a lot safer and stuff too as well though. | 18
19 appreciate it there. Thank you. 19
20 20
21 MR. PROFFITT: Donald Proffitt, 21
22 P-R-O-F-F-I-T-T. I'm representing Emmanuel Baptist | 22
23 Church. I'm the pastor. Plus | also have property 23
24 and a business too. 24
25 My business question is on the church 25
Page 42 Page 44
1 property, which part of our church property is on % STATE OETEE’F\QIJEISFS'E%A TE
2 the s_tate and_ we had permission to makg that a 3 COUNTY OF KNOX
3 parking lot with asphalt on it. I'm not asking -- 4
4 and | knew then and | know now, and | appreciate 2 i, I JENEIFE_R D-_SEORT_,"LiC$nsed Court
H eporter, with offices in Knoxville, Tennessee,
5 the, you know, the opportunlty to have part of the 7 hereby certify that | reported the forgoing
6 state for property parking. 8 TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC
7 But my question is, is when they come 9 MEETING, by machine shorthand to the best of my
8 in there and take part of that property away, is 10 skills and abilities, and thereafter the same was
. . . ’ 11 reduced to typewritten form by me.
9 which way is the slope going to be and how much 12 | further certify that | am not related to
10 further will it go from the construction line back 13 any of the parties named herein, nor their counsel,
11 towards the church? And if they narrow it down 14 and have no interest, financial or otherwise, in the
. . h 15 outcome of the proceedings.

12 enough for_ our parking on_the church side east, that | g | further certify that in order for this
13 property will take -- that will take away my ability document to be considered a true and correct copy,
14 to park in those lots there. And what will they be 17 it must bear my original signature, and that any
15 ili ble to do about that? unauthorized reproduction in whole or in part and/or

wifling or able 1o _O about that: 18 transfer of this document is not authorized, will
16 And basically that's -- and I'm not not be considered authentic, and will be violation
17 here to -- I'm not complaining. I'm here to say we 19 of Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-104, Theft of
18 appreciate the opportunity. We built our church in 20 Services.
19 '78 and we've had that parking space ever since 21 C&@ N \&
20 then. We knew then that if a road was going to " 7 )Wf \/KD@ (/¥ AYE

. nnirer
21 come, that we could very easily lose aI_I th(_—:- way to Effe Reporting Semces
22 the right of way. And they're not showing it all 23
23 the way to the right of way. They're just showing s
24 it to the construction side 24 Notary Public State of Tennessggs
. ’ e My Notary Commission Explregbgfﬂﬁg\\iﬁﬂ 7

25 But the biggest question is, is will 25 LCR #518 - Expires: 6/30/201 8w
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