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The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth urges you to contact your legislators to 
express support for approval of Governor Bill Haslam’s proposed Insure Tennessee plan that 
will provide coverage for Tennessee’s uninsured that is market-based, promotes personal 
responsibility, addresses cost, and is a big step towards real healthcare reform in Tennessee. 
 
Insure Tennessee will address the “coverage gap” for Tennesseans who do not qualify for 
Medicaid coverage and earn too little to qualify for tax credits to help buy coverage in the federal 
Health Insurance Marketplace – individuals and families with incomes below 138 percent of 
poverty. Insure Tennessee is projected to provide coverage to more than 200,000 uninsured 
Tennesseans who earn less than 138 of the federal poverty level without creating new taxes. 
 
Insure Tennessee will benefit Tennessee hospitals, Tennessee businesses, the Tennessee 
economy and individuals who receive access to health insurance. The Kaiser Family Foundation 
estimated the economic multiplier on health care spending in Tennessee is 1.86. Money spent on 
health care goes primarily to salaries and equipment. People spend those salaries, creating more 
income for others and more demand, and the cycle continues to positively impact the economy. 
This estimate says that $5.1 billion in health care spending in Tennessee translates into $9.5 
billion in economic activity, or $8.7 million a day. 
 
A Jackson-Hewitt study reports Tennessee businesses will face between $48 million and $72 
million in additional tax penalties if Tennessee fails to provide coverage for these individuals.  
 
Children benefit when their parents have insurance coverage. The Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality reported: “Insuring children without insuring their parents does not solve 
the problem of children’s unmet health needs, a new study finds. Insured children living with at 
least one parent in families where the children were insured, but the parents were not, were more 
than twice as likely to not have a usual source of care than insured children with insured parents. 
In similar fashion, insured children with uninsured parents were 11 percent more likely to have 
unmet health needs and 20 percent more likely to have never received any preventive counseling 
services. Insured children with one insured and one uninsured parent were 18 percent more likely 
to have had no doctor’s visit in the past year than insured children with two insured parents.” 



 
Many families struggle keeping their children healthy because they lack access to adequate 
preventive health services. According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, almost 85 percent of 
children in Tennessee who do not have health insurance live in families with incomes below 200 
percent of poverty. This offers a clear indication that families fail to have health insurance 
coverage for children because they cannot afford it. 
 
Tennessee children, businesses, hospitals and the state economy cannot wait. Approval of 
Insure Tennessee is a positive step in improving opportunities for the future prosperity of 
all. 
 

For additional information, see the following: 
 

https://news.tn.gov/node/13336 – Haslam Announces Insure Tennessee Plan 
https://news.tn.gov/sites/default/files/Insure%20Tennessee%20One-Pager%20(FINAL).pdf – 
Insure Tennessee Handout 
https://news.tn.gov/sites/default/files/Insure%20Tennessee%20-
%20Slide%20Deck%20(FINAL).pdf – Insure Tennessee Power Point Slides 
https://news.tn.gov/node/13405 - Haslam Issues Proclamation for Special Session to Consider 
Insure Tennessee 
https://news.tn.gov/sites/default/files/Proclamation.pdf – Proclamation 
https://news.tn.gov/sites/default/files/Insure%20Tennessee%20-%20Executive%20Summary.pdf 
– Narrative Summary for Waiver Amendment Request 
https://news.tn.gov/sites/default/files/Insure%20Tennessee%20-%20Waiver%20Amendment.pdf 
–Waiver Amendment Request 
http://www.tn.gov/tccy/adv141215.pdf – December 2014 TCCY Newsletter The Advocate on 
Health Care 
http://www.tn.gov/tccy/kc-soc13.pdf – Kids Count: The State of the Child in Tennessee 2013 
 
 
To find your Senate member, go to: http://www.capitol.tn.gov/senate/members/  
To find your House member, go to: http://www.capitol.tn.gov/house/members/  
 
 

Please call your legislators as soon as possible and express support 
for Insure Tennessee. If your legislator has a Facebook “poll” to 
guide his/her vote on Insure Tennessee, please respond to the poll 
urging a “YES” vote for Insure Tennessee. 
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