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SMART Schools, Inc. 
 
 
The Background: 
 
SMART Schools, Inc. submitted an initial chart application to Knox County Schools on 
September 30, 2011. After reviewing the application, Knox County Schools voted to 
deny the charter proposal at the regularly scheduled board meeting held November 2, 
2011.  
 
On November 18, 2011, SMART Schools, Inc. submitted an amended application to 
address the deficiencies cited in the initial application. At the December 5, 2011 
special called meeting of the Knox County School Board, the board voted to deny the 
amended application.  
 
On December 14, 2011, SMART Schools, Inc. appealed to the State Board of 
Education. A hearing was held on January 11th, 2012 at the Knox County Board of 
Education. 
 
 
The Master Plan Connection: 
 
This item ensures that eligible students have access to effective teachers and leaders 
at approved public charter schools, and that the provided appeal process is carried out 
according to statute. 
 
 
The Recommendation: 
 
The Executive Director recommends that the Board affirm the decision of the Knox 
County School Board to deny the applications of SMART Schools, Inc. 
 
This recommendation is based on the attached findings and recommendations of Dr. 
Nixon for SMART Schools, Inc. Additional documents and letters are available for your 
review online. They include copies of the applications, scoring criteria and application 
evaluations used by each of the authorizers, as well as written comments submitted at 
and after the appeal hearings. 
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