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The Mid-South Regional Greenprint 

and Sustainability Plan recommends a 

network of green space across Shelby 

County TN, Fayette County TN, 

Crittenden County AR, and DeSoto 

County MS. 

 

The network includes 500 miles of 

greenway trails and 200 miles of on-

road connections 



The Greenprint balances conservation of 

green space and natural resources with 

community goals for growth and development 



Led by a Consortium of over 80 organizations 

and 300 individuals from the four-county region, 

including:  

• Municipal and County Governments 

• State Agencies 

• Non-profit Organizations 

• Educational Institutions 

• Private Businesses 

• Neighborhood Groups 

• Individual Citizens 



Input from over 4,000 residents: 

• Regional Public Meetings (5) 

• Community Meetings (60+) 

• Subplan/study meetings 

• Community Events 

• Stakeholder Interviews 

• Online Surveys 

• U Map It! crowdsourcing tool 



By 2040, the Mid-South region will be a 

region where… 

 





The Concept Map recommends a network of 

500 miles of trails and 200 miles of on-road 

connections linking communities across the 

tri-state region 



The Greenprint network connects green 

spaces, employment areas, and town centers 

by stream, rail, utility, and road corridors 



 

» Trail corridors are drawn to create a 

looping pattern, both small loops 

and larger loops, in order to encircle 

communities, population, town 

centers, and employment centers.  

 

» This looping pattern allows for 

greater connectivity from and 

across all communities in the 

region. 

 

» If implemented today, 78% of the 

region’s population would live within 

1 mile of a greenway trail. 

 

» And 79% of the region’s jobs would 

be within 1 mile of a greenway trail. 

 
 
 



Strategic Directions 

• A Regional Interconnected Network of Parks, Greenways and Open Spaces 

• Equitable Participation and Community Ownership 

• Enhanced Access through Transportation Choices 

• Healthy and Safe Communities 

• Improved Neighborhoods and Fair Housing Choices 

• Sustainable Resources and a Quality Environment 

• A Productive Workforce and Economy 

• Effective Long-term Regional Planning 



 

The plan includes development of 20 local or 

topic-centered “subplans” that advance the 

objectives and actions contained in the 

Greenprint Vision 

Wolf River Boat Launch Access Study 



NATURAL RESOURCES 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

CONNECTIVITY 

• West Memphis Eco-Park Plan 

• Arlington Loosahatchie Greenway Plan 

• DeSoto County Natural Resources Plan 

• Friendship Park Master Plan 

• Millington Greenways Plan 

• Knowledge Quest Urban Farm Expansion 

• Wolf River Boat Launch Access Study 

• Crosstown-VE Greenline Connector 

• Frayser Town Center Plan 

• YMCA Healthy Corner Store Initiative 

• Downtown Memphis Heritage Trail  

• South Parkway Median Design 

• FAC Food Map and Policy Guide 

• Memphis Complete Streets Manual 

• Overton Park Access Study 

• Shelby Farms Park Access Study 

• VE Greenline Access Study 

• Hampline-Tillman Design 

• Multimodal Low Stress Analysis 

• Alternative Fuel and Green Fleets 

Analysis 



BTWS 

Bus Transit to Workplace Study 

BUS TRANSIT TO WORK 

FAIR HOUSING & EQUITY 

HEALTH IMPACT 

• Commute to work survey with employers 

and employees 

• Transportation Demand Management 

Strategies Toolkit 

• 5 case studies for improving 

transportation to work (Aerotropolis, 

President’s Island, Medical District, 

Collierville, Southaven) 

• Areas of racial/ethnic segregation and 

poverty 

• Connectivity to areas of high opportunity 

• Major public investments, including 

investment in pedestrian, bicycle, transit, 

and green infrastructure 

• Baseline report of regional health 

conditions 

• Health Impact Assessment toolkit and 

training 

• Health Impact Assessment to improve 

health component of Greenprint plan 



Fair Housing Equity Assessment 

HUD requires Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant recipients to 

conduct a Fair Housing & Equity Assessment (FHEA) 

» Data Analysis 

» Engagement 

» FHEA Product 

» The “Bridge” 

 

The FHEA should address: 

» Segregated Areas and Areas of Increasing Diversity and/or Racial/Ethnic 

Integration 

» Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty 

» Access to Existing Areas of High Opportunity 

» Major Public Investments 

» Fair Housing Issues, Services, and Activities 



Barriers to Fair Housing Identified 

» Public Disinvestment in Minority and Low-Income Areas 

» Inadequate Public Transportation Choices 

» Predatory & Discriminatory Lending Practices 

» Lack of Knowledge of Fair Housing Rights & Responsibilities 

» Prevalence of Racially Prejudiced Attitudes and Pattern of Segregation 

» Limited Housing Options for People with Disabilities 

» Insufficient Affordable Housing Options 
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Persons (Dot = 100) 

•Black 

•White 

•Hispanic 

•Asian 

• Regional Black-

White Dissimilarity 

Index (2000) = 70% 

 

• Regional Black-

White Dissimilarity 

Index (2010) = 66% 

 

• Above 60% = very 

high segregation 





School Proficiency Index Scores 



Labor Market Engagement Index Scores 



Park Access Index Scores 



Low and Moderate Wage Jobs 



Transit Access Index Scores 





QUESTIONS? John Zeanah, AICP 
(901) 576-7167 

john.zeanah@memphistn.gov 

 

Web: www.midsouthgreenprint.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/midsouthgreenprint 

Twitter: @MSRGreenprint 


