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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Bureau of Health Licensure and Regulation
Division of Health Related Boards
665 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN 37243
(615) 532-4384


To:	Tennessee Physician Assistants 

Re:	Important Updates from the Tennessee Committee on Physician Assistants

	
CME REQUIREMENTS RE: CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

If you are a licensed physician assistant in the state of Tennessee with a DEA registration who prescribes, as a condition of your 2015 and all subsequent license renewals you will be required to complete two (2) hours of continuing education related to controlled substance prescribing which must include instruction in the Tennessee Chronic Pain Guidelines.  

If you are a licensed physician assistant who does not have a DEA registration, at least one (1) of your Category I hours must address prescribing practices.  This one (1) hour requirement may soon increase to two (2) hours.  Please visit the Committee on Physician Assistants’ (“the Committee”) website often for information regarding this and other important changes: http://health.state.tn.us/Boards/PA/index.htm. 
 



NEW REQUIREMENT
Pursuant to Public Chapter 430, which became effective July 1, 2014, all prescribers who hold a current federal drug enforcement administration (“DEA”) registration and who prescribe controlled substances, are required to complete a minimum of two (2) hours of continuing education related to controlled substance prescribing biennially to count toward the licensee’s mandatory continuing education.  This continuing education must include instruction in the “Tennessee Clinical Practice Guidelines for Outpatient Management of Chronic Non-Malignant Pain” (“TN Chronic Pain Guidelines”).[footnoteRef:1]  You may access the TN Chronic Pain Guidelines by visiting: http://health.state.tn.us/boards/PDFs/ChronicPainGuidelines%208%207%2014.pdf.  [1:  TENN. CODE ANN. § 63-1-402(a).] 


EXISTING COMMITTEE RULE
TENN. COMP. R. & REGS. 0880-03-.12(1)(a)(1), which still applies to licensed physician assistants who do not hold a DEA registration and who do not prescribe, requires that at least one (1) Category I hour addresses prescribing practices.[footnoteRef:2]  However, please note, the Committee has recently taken action to amend its rule so that all physician assistants—even those who do not prescribe—will be required to obtain the aforementioned two (2) hour course in controlled substance prescribing and including instruction in the TN Chronic Pain Guidelines.  The division of hours between Category I and Category II continuing medical education must be consistent with the requirements of the N.C.C.P.A as described on the most current N.C.C.P.A. “Continuing Medical Education Logging Form.”  [2:  TENN. COMP. R. & REGS. 0880-03-.12(1)(a)(1).] 


	
REQUIREMENT TO IDENTIFY SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN IN CSMD

If you are required to register in the CSMD, you must enter your supervising physician’s driver’s license number into the CSMD.  Once entered, your supervising physician must approve the supervisory relationship.  Failure to enter and approve this relationship by June 15, 2015 will result in the supervisee’s inability to properly access the CSMD.   If you have already complied, thank you.  If you have not, we are providing this 3rd notice to avoid disruption in your ability to access the CSMD.  Please take the necessary steps as soon as possible.     
 



A recent rule change promulgated pursuant to Public Chapter 898 (2014) requires all physician assistant prescribers to identify their supervising physician by entering that physician’s driver’s license number into the CSMD.  If you have not already obtained your supervising physician's driver's license number and entered that information into the CSMD, you are advised to do so immediately.  A supervisee’s failure to enter supervisory relationship information and/or a supervising physician’s failure to approve entered information by June 15, 2015 will result in the supervisee’s inability to properly access the CSMD and may even result in disciplinary action. 

Please be advised, if you have not already registered in the CSMD, you will be unable to complete registration unless and until your supervising physician confirms the relationship.  If you are already registered, you will not be able to access patient records after June 15, 2015 unless your supervisory relationship is confirmed.  Accordingly, it is imperative that you visit the CSMD to ascertain that no relationships are pending in your profile.  If you find that there are pending relationships in your CSMD profile that have not been approved by your supervising physician, please promptly notify your supervisor that further action is necessary.  For instructions on how to access this information in the CSMD, please visit: http://health.state.tn.us/boards/Controlledsubstance/PDFs/APN-PA-InstructionsAddingSupervisor-20141124.pdf.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note, if you wish to terminate an existing relationship with a supervisor or add a new one, in addition to making the change in the CSMD you must also update your Attachment 4 and Attachment 5 with the Administrative Office and amend your practitioner profile so that these records reflect the change.  Pursuant to Committee rule, all PAs must notify the Committee of any change in the designation of a primary supervising physician within fifteen (15) days of any change.  Pursuant to the “Health Care Consumer Right-to-Know Act,” physician licensees must notify the Department of Health of updates to their profiles within thirty (30) days of the date on which a change occurs.  You may access the profile form from the Committee’s website: http://health.state.tn.us/Downloads/PH-3585.pdf.  You may access Attachments 4 and 5 from the Committee on Physician Assistants website at: http://health.state.tn.us/boards/PA/PDFs/PA_Supervising_Physician_Application.pdf.    

If you should have any questions regarding these issues, or any other matter, please don’t hesitate to contact our office at (615) 532-4384.

Warm regards, 



Maegan Carr Martin, JD
Executive Director
Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners
		May 2015
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