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POLICY MEMORANDUM MRMBER L

SUBJECT: Hospitals in Penal Institutions
DRTE: November 19, 1980

That: The interpretation of the Board is that hospitals in penal
institutions do not come under jurisdiction of this Board.

4
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BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDIR! NUMBER 5

SUBYECT: Change of Ownership Notification
DATE:  March 17, 1982

That:

-

The Board commnicate to the health care facilities about
changes in ownership requirements and bring before this

Board anyone who does not properly notify the department
of change in ownership.

LY



FOLTCY MEMORANDUM NUMBER ©

SUBJECT: Night Light Switch

That: Matters regarding a cantinuocusly buiming night light
switch not be cited as g deficiency.

LR



BOARD FOR LICENSING HEAITH CARE FACTL.ITIES
-~
POLICY MEMORANDXM NUMBER _7°

SUBJECT: Patient Room Door Clasures
DATE: August 18, 1982

That: The Board recommend to the Task Force (on Fire Safety)
that the requirement of self-closing devices for patient
xoam deors be deleted from the regulations.

v



SUBJECT:
DATE:

POLICY:

EFFECTIVE:

APPROVED:

STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENTY QF HEALTH
DIVISION OF HEALTH LICENSURE & REGULATION
OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 FRENCH LANDING, SUITE 501
HERITAGE PLACE METROCENTER
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (615) 741-7051

PM 8 Amended

~ Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
Policy Memorandum
Emergency Admissions

February 7, 2013

The Board requires prior approval by Office of Health Care Facilities® staff
for an increase in patients above the licensed bed capacity for Residential
Homes for the Aged (RHA) and Assisted Care Living Facilities (ACLF).

February 7, 2013

Robert Gordon, Chairman Pro Tem
or Licensing Health Care Facilities

n R K oud

nn R. Reed, RN, BSN, MBA
Director of Licensure
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities



BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACTLITTES
POLICY MEVORAND®S NOVEER 9

SUBJECT: Vaivar Requests To Be Fram Chief Executive Officer
DATE: Angust 19, 1982

LEL



BUARDFORLICENSI‘BBHEHI.THCHREFACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM NUMBeR _10

SUBJECT: Reports on Sibling Visitation Waivers
DATE: August 19, 1982

That: The Board divect Staff to not require the appearance of
a.reprt_aseptati?e.wmn the experience has been positive
with sibling visitations,

-n

L1y
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BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM NUMBER _11

Pre-Board Meeting (s) With Facilities

DATE: Awust 19, 1982

That: The Staff, especially the Engineering Sta.ﬁfft have

™

at least one meeting with the proper authorities
of each facility in question, and try to resolve
the problems before they come to the Board.

Y e ey
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ISUBJFIIT:

Hame Health Agency Within Nursing Home
November 17, 1982

That: Staff be granted the auvthority to grant waiver
. requests vwhich relate +o locating a Hare Health Agency
within a long term care facility.

LI
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POLICY

MEMORANDUM NUMEER 17

Unannounced Inspections
April 6, 1983

That:

-

A1l licensure i
those involving

nspections be made unannovnced excent
changes of ownerships or initial inspections.

N e A,

.
-
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BGARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACTLITTES
POLICY MEMORANDIRM NUMBER _21

A -, T

SUBJECT: CON Requirements for Home Health Agencies
DATE:  January 7, 1985

CON is_required or epproval from the Heslth Fecilities Commission:

1. ¥Change of ownership;

2, Sub-Units;

3. Addition of counties or service ares;
4. New agencies;

2. To close or 60 days prior notice given.,

CON_is not required far:

1.7 Change of address only when in licensed service area;
2. Branch offices within licensed service area;
3. Addition of gervices.

*0n a change of ownership a form called Notification of Intent to Aequire -

an Existing Health Cere Institution is required by the Health Facilities
‘Commissian. ’

11
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BORARD FOR LICENSING HEAITH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORRNDIRM NUMBER 23

Emergency Admission Palicy
October 27, 1986

‘That: To comply with the Bosrds determination thst prior
approval be abteined for emergency admissions and
that Facilities thet continually request such be
brought before them. The following procedures will
be follawed:

1. Facility administrator to submit in writing a request with
- medical and social information, statement of lack of beds

in area and how the patient will be housed.

2. Review facility file to verify that the Facility is not
currently overbedded and how often facility is requesting

emergency admissions.
3. Obtein approval from Medical Director.
4. Notify facility by telephone of decision.
3. Send approval letter.

6. Place informstion in log.

7. Fecility to notify’the Department in writing, when it

returns to licensed bed capacikty.

ke



BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM NUMBER 24

SUBJECTt EMS Parsonnel - In Hosplinl Emergency Rooms

DATE: November 17, 1987

The Board appraved the following policy on September 9, 1987:

Bmployses of the ambulance service. cannot be used within the
hogpital as licensed nursing staff. Ambulance service personnsl
such as paramedics shall not fumetion in the hospital as a licensed
nuree {doing nursing duties) or in place of a licensed ' nursa,
Certified EMS personnel may assist in the emergency rxoom under the
dlrect supervision of a Regloterecd Nurse.

If a hospital provides cliniecal facilities for the aducation and
tralalng of (Emergenocy Medical Techniclans) or Paramedics, there
must be a written agreement that defines the role and respongibility
of the hospital, nursing service and the education program.

Emergency Department personnel shall be trained for their
xesponaibilities through appropriate training and education Programs.
At a minimum, emergency room nureing staff must have ACLS training.

AN/G5127321

ALY
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Subject:

Date:

That:

Board for Licensing Health
Care Facilities

Poliey Memorandum Number 26
One (1) Residential Home for Aged Administrator May Servae Hore Than
One (1) Licensed Facility -
March 37, 1991
One (1) administrator may serve more than one {1) licensad facility
if all licensed faclilitles aré on the same campus, or if ali
on the “"Tennessee Official Highway Map». Every faciliey however,
must have a “responsible attendant”,
In addition, the certified residential home for agad administrator

mugt vigit wach of the areas where 2 "responsible attendant” ig
located at least one (1} day or eight {8) hours per week.

BF/GS081178

L 1Y)
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THAT:

EQRDFGRLMENEDEimﬂﬂHiCN%:EMBEEEES
P@ﬂt!ﬁﬂ{mmﬁﬂMNmEERng

Course Curriculums for Certified Rila Administrators'

June 13, 199p

If Staff has g Problem with the curriculum of any
courses, Staff ig directed to Present them to the
Board et its next 8vailable meeting.

15



o

STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARETACILITIES
283 PLUS PARK BLVD,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247.0530

BOARD FOR LICENSING HBALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM NUMBER 29

SUBJECT: Consent Calendar y ©
DATE: December 30, 199) % I ¥
THAT: The Board Directs Staff to Develop a Consent Calendar.

The Board has requested that staff place certain types of waiver requests on
the consent calendar. They are walver requests which are recommended by staff
for Board approval. The requests are well justified, do not have a
detrimental effect on rhe health, sefety, and welfare of the public and have
routinely been approved by the Board.

A representative from the facility does not have to be present at the RBoard
meeting, .

Staff, as always, shall notify the facility of the Board's dee:l.sion..

HB/G6071364

16



DATE:

TO:

FROM:
SUBJECT:

N ot ae

Y W

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
OFFICE CORRESPONDENGE

|#Rox | oare

10

BEC 02 '!E.t:-.‘l__i

11-26-91

John Bonkowski, HOF
Mary Beth Franklyn, 0¢ /77

Consent Calendar

T.6.A. 68-11-209 gives the Board for Licensing Health Care
Faclilities the power to adopt and waive rules and regulatiaons. -

In reviewing the consent ¢alender, policy number 29; the
policy states that "the Board grants staff the authority to
waive regulations.!

The Board vas given this authority by the Legislature, and the

" Board camnot grant an sgent (its staff) this-power. '‘The stafe-

may recommend to the Board whether waivers should be granted. The
problen results when the steff acts on behalf of the Board, gran
the waiver, and the facility then acts on this weiver prior ‘to the

The consent calendar may be wtilized to recommend to the

waivers which the Board has roviewed and detormines are
appropriate waivers, which Wouwld not have a detrimental offect on the
‘health, safsty, and welfare.of the ‘publie. w5

The facility ghould not act on the waiver, however, until the

Board grants the waiver.. The consent calendar policy, as written,
violates the statutory authority granted to the Board only in .
L.C.A. 68-11-209. This policy should ba modified to indicate the staff
will recommend for approval the waivers, other than grant them,

.,Pleaae nodify the policy, sending me a copy of your new draft. The
interd is to change the language &o that it reflects the power granted
in the statute, and to avoid a problem with retroactive waivers.

Should you have any questions, please contact me.

cc: Les Brown
Mary R. Johnston

SRumT

S
FROM | + 70 Dé%_e i
’ .
i
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Board for Licensing Health 5

Core Facilities

Policy Memoxandum Number 31

Residential Home for Aged — Non Refundable Bpplication Fee clause

Subject:
be deleted.
Date: March 27, 1991
Polioy: Gives staff the authority to refund, 4f conditions warrzant, the
application fee for Residential Homa for Aged, until such time as
the regulations are amended to delete the non-refundability clause.
Approved: m%u{MM}ummmLDummr '
Board for Licensing :
Health Care Facilities
BF/65141112
cc: LRB
ER
Ry
RG .
oGe
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SUBIJECT:

DATE:
POLICY:

APPLICABILITY:

PROCEDURE:

APPROVED:;

TENNESBEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACIUITIES
227 FRENCH LANDING, S5UITE 501
HERITAGE PLACE METROCENTER

NASHVILLE, TN 37243 :
TELEFHONE [615) 741-7221
FAX 615-741-7051
www.tennescee.govealth

PM 32 AMENDED

Board for Licenslng Health Care Facilities

Policy Memorandum

Authority for Staff to Grant Waivers for Facilities to Provide Outpatiant
Therapy.

August 2, 2006

Gives staff authority to grant walvers, subject fo Board rafification, to
nursing homes and resldential homes for the aged to provide outpatient
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy to non-residents
if proper guidelines, criteria, staffing and protocol are submitted.

Guidslines, critania, staffing and prafocol include, but ere not limiled to;

e Facility malntains ad te staff to mest tha needs of resldents and

ouipgtients. .
° utpationt the nices ara ac ible via separafe entrance or
enfrance with through rasid, areas.
e Ifthe S§6 s are provided {o s re. t of the facility, sernvices
are_provided only in rehab designeted areas and not In_resident’s
Iving guarters,

llﬁs policy will apply to Nursing Homes and Residential Homes for the
ged.

A facility shall make a request in writing to the Director, Board for
Licensing heallh Care Facilites. The request shall be placed an the
Consent Calendar for the next scheduled Board Meeting.

Katy Gammon

Director
Health Care Facilities

18



STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
283 PLUS PARK BLVD,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH _
MSHWLLE.TENNESS.EE 37247-053D

Policy Memorandum Number 36

Date: July 24, 1992

Subject: Labor Delivery Recovery Post—Partunm Waiver requests being placed on
Cansent Calepdar

Policy: That the staff place walver requests to build or construct Labor
Dellvery RNecovery Post—Partum Rooms which lhave appropriate

staffing, asnd are within close proximity to Surgery, om the Congent
-alendar.

lelout (Jolm) Bonkowski, Director
Board for Liceusing Health Care Facilities

Jac



STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
OFFICE HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENDE NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0508
TELEPHONE (615) 741.7221
FAX (615) 7417051

PM 39

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM
AMENDED
.SUBJECT: Nursing Home Administrators pemitted 1o serve as administrators of Residential
Homes for Aged and Assisted Care Living Facilities,
DATE: May 12, 1999
POLICY: When a nursing ltome is adjacent ¢r connected to a Home for Aged or Assisted Care

Living Facilily, a request for the administrator to serve both facilities may be placed on

the Consent Calendar o be considered at the next board meeting,.

APPROVED: V“Katy Gammon, Director
Boaord for Licensing
Health Care Facilitics

20



STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
283PLUS PARK BLVD, -
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247.0530

BM 44

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTIl CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM NUMBER 44
SUBJECT: Transportation of Contaminated Waste

DATE: MHarch 24, 1993

POLICY: That in lieu of Section 1200-8-2-.02(8) (e) of ¢

Ragulations pertaining to the required incineration or proper

disposal of infectious wastes, hospitals shall

applicable OSHA Regulations found at 29 C.F.R.

seq. when transporting explanted breast implant
infectious wastes to another party until the re
be amended.

ca: JMF

21

he hospital

follow the

1910.1030, et
5 or similar
gulations can



STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
203 PLUS PARK BLVD. -
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372470530

EM 45

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUN 45

SUBJECT: Hospltal Defilnitions For Licensure Purposes
DATE: December 14, 1994

POLICY: The deEinition of a hospital is: “p hospital means any
institution, place, building or agency representing and held
out to the general public as ready willing and able to furnish
care, accommodations, facilities and equipment for the use and
in connection with services of a physician or dentist for one
Or more non-related persons who may he suffecing from
deformities, injuries or disease ox any other condition for
which nursing, medical or surgical services would be
appropriate for care, diagnosis or treatmenk.

The chronic disease classification is adopted for licensing of
long term acute care hospitals until the regulations can he
amended. .

HdJB
RAB
Mi
sJ

Joc

i
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
. 283 PLUS PARK BLVD.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
MASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0530

eM 16

BOARD FOR LICENSINHG NEALTII CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM 4G

SUBJECT: llospitol Licenses

DNIE:

becember 14, 1994

POLICY: ‘The Board's policy is that when a second hospital license is

cCt

LT

issued within a previously licensed hospital imstitution that
it is considered a separate License but not a separate facility
and fulls under existing previously approved fire codes, unless
there is major renovation. If there is majoxr renovation, Lhe
new hospital has bto be brought up to current fire safety
atandatds, with major rencvalion beiny defined as renovation of
fifLy percent (50%) or more of the [aotnge of the newly
licensed facility.

JMFE
nJs
RAB
M

sJ

OGC
Joc
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
203 PLUS PARK BLVD. .
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTR
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0530

PM 47

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM 47

SUBJECT: Physician’s Signatuze Requitement an Verbal Orxders

DATE: March 1S, 1995

POLICY: To extend the period of time for a Physician to sign a verbal
or telephone order from ten {10} days to thirty (30) days for
Home Care Organizations.

cc:  JMF
s

MH
8g

Joc " .
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STATE OF TENNESSEE '
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
283 PLUS PARK BLVD,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH .
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 27247-0530

PM 48’
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILTTIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM 48
SUBJECT: Waiver Regquests
DATE: February 14, 1996
POLICY: All waiver requests must be received (stamped in) in

this office no later than two (2) weeks prioxr to the
Board meeting.

APPROVED: E%mut (John Bonkowski, Director

Eoard For Licensing
Health Care Facilities

.
..
’ ‘ P

HJB B
RAB

8g
oGC
Joc

LIS
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. STATE OF TENNESSEE
; DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
OFFICE HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILOING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0508
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221 M 49
FAX (615) 741-7051

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM
SUBIECT: Walver Requests for Removal of Owtdated Fire Protection Equipment
DATE: August 14, 1996
POLICY: Fire protection equipment such as deteriorating hose stored at facilities that

local fire morshals have deemed no longer tunctionas can be remaved on the
recommendation of the tire marshal.

APPROVED:  Helmut {Jolin) Bonkowski, Direclor
Board for Licensing
Health Care Facilities

cc! JMF
RB
MH

aGC
L.H
CcM

LY

LT

26



SUBIECT:
DATE:
POLICY:

APPROVED:

STAYE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0508
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221

FAX (615) 7417051 PM 51 (AMENDED)
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM

Nursing Homes and Hospitals sharing existing sm-il:es/ M ﬁ 4 ,Ql% sl%w

Aupust 14, 1996

The Board's.policy is that any licensed facility located within another licensed
Encility or located on the sama eampus be allowed to share the following services:

Dietary
Hausekeeping
Laundry

Laboratory
Pharmacy
Maintenance
Security

Radiology

9, Physlcal Therapy
10, Spesch Therapy

11. Respiratory Therapy
12, Occupational Therapy

O =3 Oh Ui 4 LD D e
P

The Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities request that staff piace these waiver
requests on the Consent Calendar when it does not pose a threat to public safety.

Melanie Hill. Director H.
Board for Licensing L
Henlth Care Focilities

27 ’
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SUBJECT:

DATE;

POLICY-

APPROVED:

2Egu5Ez

STATE OF TENNESSEE
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
283 PLUS PARK BLVD,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0530

PM 52
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM
Door Width Requircments for Residential Homes for the Aged and Instimutional Homes
for the Aged .
August 14, 1996

The Board's policy is to allow RHASs and THAs to utilize thirty six inch (36") wide
patient room doors,

The Board for Licensing Bealth Care Facilitjes Tequest that staff place these waiver
requests on the consent calendar when jt does not pose a threat 1o public safety.

Helmut (John) Bonkowski, Director
Board for Licensing
Health Carc Facllitics

28



SUBIECT:

DATE:
POLICY:

APPROVED:

STATEQF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH :
BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIviSioN oF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUE NORATH, €ORDELL HULL BifILoiNG
NASHVILLE, TENNESHEL: a7747-0508
TELEPHONE (415) 741-7221
FAX (615} 741-7D51

PM 57
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM

November 12, 1997

That general haspitals be allowed 10 discontinge obstelrical servibes when the Health
Faciltifes Commission har granted the focitlty a waiver 1o discominue this service.

Melanie Hili, Director
Board for Licensing Wl
Health Cars Facifitles

rL
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TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 FRENCH LANDING, SUITE 501
HERITAGE PLACE METROCENTER
NASHVILLE, TN 37243
TELEPHONE (815) 741-7221
FAX 818-741-7051 PM 58 AMENDED
www.tenneasee.gavihoalth

BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM
SUBIECT: Substantial Renovation
DATE: Proposed Amendment November 12, 1997; Amended February 7, 2007

POLICY: The following are criteria for which projects would require review by the engineeting
department under the substantial renovation requirement:

m Projects that renovete more than ten percent (10%) of any smoke compartment,

) Areas renovated less than ten percent (10%) must meet the following to be
exempt from submilting plans 1o the engineering department:

(a) All work must be executed in 2ccordsnce with currently adopted codes,
(b) Only one renovation shall be initiated during any one year periad.
(c} No licensure deficiencies are cited as of last Survey,
(d) Shall not invalve combustible or medical gas or be classified as hazardous,
(e) Doesnot change or alterthe existing life safety classification.
(f) Does not change or elter construction type or life safety of the facility.
(8) Does not alter any of the following Systems:

l. Fire Alarm System

2. Fire Suppression System

3. Mechanical System

4. Electrical Systern

(3) Projects that are strictly cosmetic in nature need not be submitted provided that
improvements are limited to surface treatments and do not change any existing
life safety conditions and such improvements shall meet all applicable codes.

When any project meets that above criteria for exemption from plans submittal, the
licensee shall submit a statement of the project scope and justification. Upon review of
the data, the Director of Engineering may require additional information from an
architect or engincer ragistered in the State of Tennessee,

v

EFFECTIVE: April 16, 2007 3
APPROVED: Ann Thompson, RN, Director

. Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
Board Approved February 7, 2007
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

) DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

BUREAU OF MANPOWER AND FACILITIES
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUR NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0508
TELEPHONE (615) 7417221
FAX (615) 741-7051

Effective Date: June 24. 1998 PM 59

DRAFT BOARD POLICY MEMORANDUM
HOME CARE ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING HOME HEALTH SERVICES

PURPOSE:  To clarify the intnt of the Board's rcgulations goveming Home Care
Organizations providing Tome | lealth Services.

The Board has voled to clarify the intent of the repulations pertaining (o licensed Tlome Care
Organizations providing Home Health Scrvices by adopting the following policy as puidance in
surveying such ageacics: .

POLICY:

The Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities “Standards for Home Care Ocganizations
Providing Flome Health Services™ are not applicable if a patient served by the home care
organization only rcecives homemaker services, [t is the responsibility of the home cars
organization to identify such patients 1o the surveyor. . :

Example: A licensed home health agency is not required to develop a plan of care for
anyaonc that is only reeeiving homemaker services [rom the ngency.

EFFECTIVE: Unlif amended or revoked by the Gourd.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPAHTMENT OF HEALTH
OFFICE HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFFH AVENUE NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247-0606
TELEFHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (615) 741-7051

PM 62
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: Standards for Medical Equipment Providers
PURPOSE: To establish uniform standards for medical cquipment providers
DATE: February 10,1999
fOLICY: Medica] equipment delivery techniclans, who install respiratory equipment shall be

deemed competent with their employer grior to independently delivering and setting up
the respiratory equipment. The home medical equipment supplier must maintain
documentation to demonsirate that competency requirements are met.

Standard competencies will include at a minimum the fotlowing: Role responsibilities;
Cylinders; Pressure regulators/Flow controllers: Home tiquid oxygen systems; Oxygen
concentrators; Oxygen Administration; Oxygen Analyzers: Fumidifiers: and Acrosol
goeneralors,

\

APPROVED: ‘BKaty Gammon, Director
Board for Licensing
Health Care Facilities
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SUBIJECT:

DATE:

POLICY:

PRCCEDURE:

STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

QFFIGE HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 57247-0508
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (815) 7417051

PM 68
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

POLICY MEMORANDUM

Consistent Board Definition of *fustified Emergency"™ for exceedin i licensed bed
capacity.

May 13, 1998

In the cvent of a justified emcrgency, a bospital may exceed its licensed bed capacily. A
“Justified emcrgency™ Includes, but is not limited 10, the fol lowing events/emergencies:

I. Aninflux of mass casuailies:
2. Localized and/or regional catastroples, i.c.. storms, earthquakes, tontadoes: fnd,
3. Epidemits or eplsodes of mass illness, i.c.. in fluenza, salinonella, etc. E

When a hospital determines the need lo, and then doces subsequently, excead its licensed
bed capacity the following precedures must be folfowed:

1. The hospital's administrator must niake written natification to the Depariment within
forty-cight (48) hours of exceeding its licensed bed capacity; ’

2, The notifieation mas! include a detailed description of the cmergency including:
a. Why the licensed bed capacity was exceeded, i.e.. lack of hospital beds in
vicinity, specialized resources only available at the facility, ete.;
b. The estimated length of time the licensed bed capacily is expected to be
exceeded; and,
€, The number aFadmissions in excess of the facility’s licensed bed capacily,

3. Assoonas the hospital returns 1o its licensed bed capacity, the administrator must
notify the Department in writing of the effective date of its relum to compliance;

4. Staff will review all exceeding bed capacity notifications with the Chalrman of the
Board and if, upon review, Depanment staff cancurs that a justified emergency
existed, staff will notify the facility in writlng and then eeport the occurrence to the
Board at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting as information only.
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PM 68 continued

3. However, if Department staff does ot concur that a justified emergency existed. the
facility will be notified in writing that a representative Is required to appear at the "
next regularly scheduled Board meeting to justify the nead for exceeding its licensed

bed copacity.
EFFECTIVE:  Until such time as the Board determines the need to moadify the policy and/or pracedure..

APPROVED:  Katy Gammon, Director
Board for Licensing
Health Care Facilities

L1



PM 71

Effective: May 12, 1999
PURPOSE: Allow the Department to use exceptions permitted by the .
codes. ’ ’
POLICY: Aflow the Dapartment to apply the code related excoption,

whether more or [ess restrictive, when there are confiicts
between the requirements in codes and regulations.

APPLICABILITY: This policy would apply to the fnl!owing regulations

1. Hospitals 1200-8-2-.01(1)(a}

2, Homes for the Aged 1200-8-110.07(3)

3. A &D Res, Rehabllitation Treatment 1200-8-17-.09{1){b)
4 A& D Primary Prevention Treatment 1200-8-20-.08(1)

§. A & D Non Res. Methadone Treatmant 1200-8-21-.08(1)

8. A& D Halfway House Treatment 1200-8-22-,08(1}(b) *
7. A & D Res, Detoxification Traatment 1200-8-23-,09())(b)
8. Birthing Centers 1200-8-24-.07¢4)

8. Assistad Care Living 1200-8-25-.07(3)

Language stated In the shove regulations is: Where there are conflicts betwesn
Requirementsa fn the above Wsted codes* and regulations and broyistons of this
Chapter, the most restrictive shall apply.

Proposed Language for amandmonts to regulations are: Whara thera are confiicts

etw raguirame ova listed codes, requlations and ovisions of
this chapter, the Departmant shall have the option to apply the axceptions.

*Godes inchudes: Standard Bullding Codes, Handicap Code.as requlred by T.C.A, 68-
120-204{a), the 1997 edition of the Standard Machanlcal Code, Standard Plumbing
Code, Standard Gas Code, the most current edition of the ASHRAE Handbook of
'Fundamentals, and the 1997 edition of the Natlonal Fire Protection Code (NFPA),
NFPA 1 Including Annex A which code Incorporates the 1987 edition ofthe Lifo
Safety Gode and the 1997 National Electrical Code.
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SUBJECT:

DATE:

POLICY:

EFFECTIVE:

APPROVED:

STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
425 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH, 1ST FLODR, CORDELL BULL BUILDING
NAEHVILLE, TENNESSEE 87247-0508
TELEPHONE (815) 741-7221
FAX {615) 741-7051

PM 73
BOARD FOR LICENSING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
POLICY MEMORANDUM

Testing Skills for Nutese Aides

February 5, 2003

Nurse aide condidates be required to pass five critical testing skills selected randomly lor
cach registrant from a poo) of skills cvaluation tasks ranked aceording to degree of
difficalty, with at least one task selected from each degrec of difficulty.

Until such time as the Nursing Home Regulations arc amended to reflect this revision
and become effective,

Cathy Green, Direetor al
Board for Licensing W

Health Care Facilities
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION

DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
423 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH, 1ST FLOOR, CORDELL HULL BUILDING
NASHVILLE, TENNESEEE 37247-0508
TELEPHONE {615) 7417221
FAX (615) 741-7051

PM 74

Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities

Policy Memorandum

SUBJECT: Dantrolene in ASTC
DATE: February 4, 2004

POLICY: If 2 licensed Ambulatory Surgical Treatment Center does not administer
general anesthesia, the ASTC shall not be required to maintain thirty-six
(36) ampules of dantrolene for injection on site as required in

~200-8-10=66(g). /Q00-3- /o-. & (2)(5).
EFFECTIVE: February 4, 2004
APPROVED: Cathy Green, RN, Director

Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
Board Approved February 4, 2004
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SUBJECT:
DATE:
POLICY:

EFFECTIVE:
APPROVED:

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 French Landing, Suite 501-

Herltage Place Metrocenter
Nashville, TN 37243
Telephone (615) 741-7221
Fax (615} 741-7051

oy tennessee.pov/health

PM 76
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities

Policy Memorandum

Licensure Approval by Board

March 12, 2008

Health Care Facilities administrative staff shall initially approve licensure
applications without disqualifying information. These applications shall be
presented at the next scheduled Board meeting for ratification by the Board.

Applications presenting with disqualifying information shall be presented at
the next scheduled Board meeting for review and subsequent approval or
denial by the Board.

March 12, 2008

b, ) Gt

Larry Amold, M.D., Chairman
Bpdnd for Licensing Health Care Facilities

AN K Uf’l CAc TN

Antd R. Thompson, RN, BSN, MBA
Director of Licensure
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
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SUBJECT:

DATE:

POLICY:

= Health

STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF HEALTH LICENSURE & REGULATION
OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
665 MAINSTREAM DRIVE, SECOND FLOOR
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (615) 741-7051

PM 77 Amended
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
Policy Memorandum
Granted Waiver Request by the Board
January 14, 2016

After a waiver request has been granted by the Board for Licensing Health
Care Facilities, a Board letter is sent to the requesting facility informing them
their waiver has been granted. The letter includes a request that the facility
notify the Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities in writing when there is
a change in the waiver status. A copy of this Board Policy will be attached
with and referenced within the letter granting the waiver. Granted waivers
are recorded in the Waiver Request notebook with the expiration date of the
waiver.

Health Care Facilities” administrative staff performs an initial review of the
Waiver Request notebook for those granted waiver requests with an
expiration occurring within the upcoming quarter. A notification of status
update letter is submitted to those facilities that have a granted waiver
expiring within the upcoming quarter. All points of contact with the facility
will be recorded in this Waiver Request notebook. A second review of the
Waiver Request notebook will occur prior to the next scheduled Board
meeting.  After this review, OHCF administrative staff notifies those
facilities continuing with waivers by telephone of the waivers upcoming
expiration date. Any facility that has not satisfied the waiver requirement
will then notify the Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities in writing
requesting a waiver extension. The waiver extension request will be
presented at the next scheduled Board meeting for consideration by the
Board. If no waiver extension request is received in writing, Board
administrative staff will presume the facility is in compliance and will be
held to the standards of their licensure type.

Facilities that have been granted a waiver and who are now in compliance

with the regulations shall notify the Board for Licensing Health Care
Facilities in writing that they are now meeting all requirements.
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APPROVED:
A

i ﬁ an/Chairman Pro Tem
eﬁ ﬂ censing Health Care Facilities
eed, ﬁSN@B%Q/

Director of Licensure
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities




SUI_BJEC‘I‘:
DATE:
POLICY:

BFFECTIVE:

APPROVED:

PR
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HEALTH LICENSURE AND REGULATION
DIVISION OF REALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 French Landing, Soite 50f
Hexltage Place Metrocenter
Nashville, TN 37243
Telephone (615) 741-7221
Fax (615) 741-70351

Yyt tennesseagovihealth
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities

PM 78

Policy Memorandum

Department Authority on Change of Ownership (CHOWS) Applications
January 20, 2010
Public Chapter 323 cadified o5 Tennessee Code Annotated 68-11-1630
authorizes the Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities to grant the
Department the authority to issue a new license to a successor/owner of a
bealth care facility when thero has been a change of ownership or control
following qualifications for lcensure:

(I)  The successor/owner meets the qualifications for license;

(2  The health care facility hes no outstending license or certification
deficiencies; and

(3)  Thesuccessor/owner already ownis or controls at least one (1) other
health care facility in the state,

January 20, 2010

/

RN, y MBA

Director of Licengure

Board for Licensing Health Care Pacilities
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SUBJECT:
DATE:

POLICY:

EFFECTIVE:

APPROVED:

o
STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BIVISION OF HEALTH LICENSURE & REGULATION
OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 FRENCH LANDING, SUITE 501
HERITAGE PLACE METROCENTER
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (615) 741-7051

"PM 79
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities

Policy Memorandum

POST Form and 2013 Legislation
May 1, 2013
Board approves that individuals referenced in SB257/HB1019 may sign their

name and list their credentials on the line designated on the POST Form for
the physician’s signature until the form is amended for all licensed facility

ANy /A

A mold, M.D., Chairman
or Llccnsmg Health Care }'acﬂmes

May 1, 2013

Ann § Reed, RN BS MBA
Director of Licensure

Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF HEALTH LICENSURE & REGULATION
OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
227 FRENCH LANDING, SUITE 501
HERITAGE PLACE METROCENTER
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243
TELEPHONE (615) 741-7221
FAX (615) 741-7051
PM 80

Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities
Policy Memorandum
SUBJECT: Fire Sprinkler/NFPA 13
DATE: January 23,2014

POLICY: Consistent with CMS requirements and practices of surrounding states who
utilize the IBC Core Code without modification allow a single facility
separated into individual buildings by common firewalls can be served by a
single sprinkler system and riser subject to NFPA 13 codes.

EFFECTIVE: January 23, 2014

APPROVED: %ﬂ Z | /0 L

Robert Gordon, Chairman Pro Tem
Board for Lieensing Health Care Facilities

oA

R. Reed, RN, BSN, MBA
Director of Licensure
Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities

***Attached are supporting CMS requirements and practices of surrounding states.
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CMS — Question and Response

The following question was sent to CMS in Baltimore,

Question to CMS:

"In a single existing or new nursing home under 52,000 sq. ft. under one roof/owner
that has multiple fire areas separated by 4 hour fire walls would CMS allow the
building to be supplied by a single sprinkler riser and allow the interior sprinkler
piping to penetrated the 4 hour fire walls if the penetrations were properly protected
and the sprinkler system installed in accordance with the applicable edition of NFPA
137"

Answer from CMS:

1L

“I spoke to the Atlanta RO about this and they were aware of this and have told TN
that it is not @ CMS requirement but the State insists that it is a building code
requirement and that is how they are citing it. Slales can have a more stringent
requirement although this one is bit much and pretty costly too. I have asked our

leadership where we want to go with your request. I should know in a day or so what
we want to do.”

From:

James Merrill

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

& HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop C2-21-16
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850
410-786-6998

James.Merrill@cms.hhs.gov

State AHJ — Question and Responses

Question to State AHJ

The following question was sent to several state agencies that regulate nursing home
construction around Tennessee.

"In a single existing or new nursing home under 52,000 SQ. FT. and under one
roof/owner that has multiple fire areas separated by 4 hour fire rated (or 3 or 2 hour
fire rated as now permitted by IBC) Fire Walls, would you allow the building to be
supplied by a single sprinkler riser and allow the interior sprinkler piping to penetrate
the 4 hour fire rated (or 3 or 2 hour fire rated as now permitted by IBC) Fire Walls if
the penetrations were properly protected and the sprinkler system was installed in
accordance with the applicable edition of NFPA 139"



The following answers are from the various jurisdictional authorities that regulate the design
and construction of nursing homes.

Responses from State AHJ

Alabama: YES
Vic Hunt, Director
Office of Facilities Management
The Alabama Department of Public Health
The RSA Tower, Suite 1550
PO Box 303017
Montgomery, AL 36130-3017
Phone 334-206-5218

victor.hunt@adph.state.al.us

Comment: Our practice will typically be to show the number of the code paragraph that a
Jacility is not complying with. If you can't do that, you are likely to enforce your opinions,
good ideas and bad ideas. Philosophically, when a Jurisdiction adopts a code to be enforced,
the jurisdiction's employees don't have the authority to enforce their ideas and opinions.

Arkansas: YES
Paul Acre, PE
Manager Health Facilities
Arkansas Department of Health
4815 West Markham Street
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
201-661-2201
paul.acre@arkansas.gov

Comment: To answer your statement/question, we would not have any issues with
penetration of Fire Barriers, Fire Barrier Walls, or even Fire Walls, unless they were Party
Walls, regardless of the rating.

Florida: YES
Wayne Young, AIA
Bureau Chief
Office of Plans and Construction
Agency for Health Care Administration
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
850-412-4470

wayne.young@AHCA.myflorida.com

Comment: None



Texas: YES
Fred Worley, Architect
Architectural Unit Manager
Survey Operations Section
Regulatory Services Division
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services
512-438-231 1

fred.worley(@dads.state.tx.us

Comment: NFPA 13 system protection areas limit systems with single risers to 52,000
square feet. NFPA 101 penetrations and miscellaneous openings in fire barriers must be
protected with materials or devices capable of maintaining the fire resistance of the fire
barrier. Texas DADS would approve the single system riser with sprinkler pipe penetrations
through four-hour walls for a nursing facility.

Virginia: YES
Ed Altizer, P. E.
State Fire Marshal
State Fire Marshal's Office
VA Department of Fire Programs
1005 Technology Park Drive
Glen Allen, Virginia 23059
804-612-7267

ed.aItize;@vdfg.virgjnia,gov

Comment: In response to your question, the Virginia SFMO in applying the Life Safety Code
fo health care buildings would be guided by Section 8.2.4 of NFPA 13- 2013.

8.2.4 Multiple buildings attuched by canopies. covered breezeways, common roofs. or «
comman wall(s) shall be permitted to be supplied by a single fire sprinkler riser.

1 think this clearly defines that two buildings or portions of one building may be supplied
Jrom one riser if their combined areas do not exceed the maximum square footage
allowance. This is our interpretation of the code and we would be guided by it for both new
and relrofit insiallations even though CMS uses the 2000 LSC. Editions of NFPA4 13 prior to
the 2007 edition did not include the above language. However, 1 have been guided by that
intent for many years.

1 also must point out that our state code also must be considered, As you know, the Virginia
Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC) applies to all new and retrofit construction in
Virginia. Iwould point out that Section 706.1.1 of the USBC would not allow penetrations of

a party wall except for mall buildings. I do not believe this would be an issue in the LSC
though.

In answer 1o your question, the bottom line is that we would not require a separate riser for
those heaith care buildings subject to the LSC and under one roof, attached by a common
wall, or connected by breezeways or canopies. We would also advise that NFPA 13 would
permit a single riser not to exceed the maximum per floor area specified in NFPA 13. I



would also opine that the Virginia Building and Fire Codes would not require a separate
riser unless the maximum floor areas are exceeded or a party wall is breached. The rating of
the wall is not an issue only if it is a party wall, so a 4 hour fire wall would also be OK.
However, again I would point out that the Building Official may have a different opinion.

FYI Claude Hutton copied above is an engineer with the SFMO and has extensive sprinkler
experience. I asked him to look at what I have said Just to see if 1 have missed anything. He
pointed out the USBC party wall requirement and researched other items along with me. We
wanted to make sure we did not miss anything.

Georgia: YES
Dwayne Garriss
State Fire Marshall
Office of State Fire Marshal
Office of Regulatory Services
Georgia Department of Regulatory Services
2 Martin Luther King Drive, 7 Floor West
Tower, Room 916
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
404-657-1168 Email; dgarriss@sfm.ga.gov

Comment: Based on discussions with Mr. Garriss by Thomas Jaeger, Georgia allows a single
riser to to supply multiple fire areas in a single building that is installed in accordance with

NFPA 13 and allows sprinkler piping to penetrate fire walls, other than party walls, to
include 4 hour rated fire walls. See attached letter sent to Mr. Jaeger.

Mississippi: YES
Dwayne Madison, Director
Div. of Health Facilities
Fire Safety and Construction
Mississippi State Dept of Health
P.0O. Box 1700
Jackson, Mississippi 39215
601-364=1111 Email: Dwayne.madison@msdh.state.ms.us

Comment: To the question: “In a single existing or new nursing home under 52K J#
under one rooffowner that has multiple fire areas separated by 4 hour fire walls would
CMS allow the building to be supplied by a single sprinkler riser and allow the interior
sprinkler piping to penetrate the 4 hour Jire walls if the penetrations were properly
protected and the sprinkler system installed in accordance with the applicable edition of
NFPA 132”) I can, with complete confidence, respond with the statement below.

Based on a 22 year application of CMS life and fire safety requirements, 1 find nothing
under the jurisdiction of the Mississippi State Department of Health, Bureau of Health
Facilities Licensure and Certification, or CMS, that precludes penetration of a Jour-hour,
fire rated separation by fire sprinkler Piping notwithstanding the qualifiers for such an
action as mentioned in your query. Also, please accept this as attestation that no record
of such action was ever suggested, proposed, ordered, or enforced in Mississippi,



