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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
March 25, 2015


The meeting of the Emergency Medical Services Board opened at 9:00 a.m. in the Iris Room at 665 Mainstream Drive, Nashville, Tennessee.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Members of the Board present:

Mrs. Tidwell opened the meeting at 9 a.m. due to absence of Board Chair. Roll call was taken following members present:


1

Jeff Davis 
Kappu Deshpande
Larry Hutsell
Donald Mosby
James Ross
Tim Strange
Stephen Sutton
Tyler White
Jeanne Yeatman


Nine (9) members were in attendance, a quorum was established. 

Chris Brooks (came in at 9:20)

Board members not present:
Brian Robinson, Dr. Sullivan Smith, and Robert Webb



Also present:

Donna G. Tidwell, Director Office of Emergency Medical Services
Brandon Ward, Assistant Director
Keith Hodges, Legal Counsel
Dr. Joe Holley, State Medical Director
Nita Jernigan, EMS Consultant
Ray Cook, Regional Consultant, Cookeville
Dwight Davis, Regional Consultant, Nashville
LeeAnne Boeringer, Regional Consultant, Columbia
Teddy Myracle, Regional Consultant, Jackson/Memphis
Tory L. Ferguson, Regulatory Board Administrative Assistant 2

The Board and the audience made aware that this meeting was being streamed live. 

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION

Mrs. Tidwell stated that Dr. Smith could not be in attendance today and took the roll call. 

Mrs. Tidwell then asked for nominations for a Chair. Mr. Davis and Mr. Ross where nominated. Mr. Davis withdrew and Mr. Strange motioned to close nomination. Motion passed for Mr. Ross to be the Chair pro tem for the meeting. 

Mr. Ross welcomed and introduced the colleges that where present, Motlow College, Jackson State, and Dyersburg State. 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 10TH, 2014 MINUTES

A motion to accept the minutes was made by Mr. Hutsell and seconded by Mr. Strange. Motion passed with a voice vote.

RECOGNITION

Ms. Tidwell recognized Mr. James Studdard. Mr. Studdard was the first and only Director for Haywood County. He was unable to attend because of his health; however Mr. Studdard is able to view the live stream of the meeting and join on speaker phone. 

REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

Conflict of Interest Policy

Mr. Keith Hodges, Legal Counsel reviewed with the Board the conflict of interest policy.  

General Counsel Report

Mr. Hodges reported on the number of open cases in his office.  Mr. Hodges made the Board aware about a United States Supreme Court case that came in February concerning board decisions for their own personal reasons. The ambulance equipment rules where filed and the effective date will be April 1st. Mr. Hodges presented a policy concerning the notification of the legislation annually of changes in the ambulance equipment list for approval. Mr. Hodges and Mrs. Tidwell explained what the policy was a request from Government Operations Committee.  

Ms. Deshpande motioned to accept the policy and Mr. Davis seconded the motion.

Chris Brooks-Absent
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye

Motion passed. 


Mr. Hodges presented three (3) bills that are in Legislation, which were SB1034/HB1156, SB1133/HB1333, and SB1389/HB1367.

Minutes reflect Dr. Brooks joined the meeting at 9:20 a.m. 

REPORT FROM TENNESSEE PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TnPAP)

Mr. Ross stated that Mr. Harkreader was not present, but the TnPAP report was on their iPads.

Mr. Ross asked Mr. Hodges to explain to the audience and students consent orders.




CONSENT ORDER

Respondent: Sarah B. Booker, EMT-P License 25715, Knoxville, TN  

On December 9, 2011, Respondent signed a Consent Order, which was ratified by the Board March 29, 2012, in which she agreed to have her EMT-P license places on probation to run concurrent with the TnPAP contract she signed in June 2011. Under the Consent Order’s terms of probation, she was required to “comply with each and every term of the TnPAP contract.” On or about August 26, 2014, the Department received notice from TnPAP that it was no longer advocating for Respondent due to her failure to comply with its monitoring contract requirements. Under the provisions of the Consent Order Respondent signed, this failure constitutes a separate violation of the Act and is grounds for further discipline.

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of her license to practice as an EMT-P in the state of Tennessee, to be effective immediately upon ratification of this Order. 

Mr. Strange motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Mr. White seconded. 


Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye

Motion passed. 
 

Respondent: William F. Smith, EMT-P License 25012, Morristown, TN

On or about March 12, 2013, Respondent’s unit responded to a call at a retirement home involving a female patient who had fallen in a bath tub and hit her head. Upon making contact with the patient, Respondent failed to perform a complete assessment, then refused to transport the patient on the basis that doing so would constitute “Medicare fraud.” Finally, Respondent instructed his partner, an EMT-IV whose acting supervisor he was at the time, to falsify the run report, and threatened her job if she didn’t. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the PROBATION of his license to practice as an EMT-P for a period of one (1) year, starting from the date this order is entered, with lifting of said probation to be conditional on Responded completing a three-hour, online EMS Ethics course. Said course must be approved by the Office prior to taking, and must be completed within sixty (60) days of the ratification of this Order. When the Office determines that Respondent has satisfied the aforementioned conditions, the probation of Respondent’s license will be lifted without further Board action. 

Dr. Brooks motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written. Mr. Hutsell seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-No
Kappu Deshpande-No
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-No    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Abstain
Stephen Sutton-No
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-No
Jeanne Yeatman-No 
James Ross-Aye


Motion failed with a vote of three (3) yeses and six (6) no’s. 



Respondent: Benjamin A Burns, EMR License 13001, Graysville, TN 

On multiple occasions between January 2007 and September 2013, Respondent responded to medical calls and rendered treatment to patients while his EMR certification was expired. In or around September 2013, Respondent falsified and submitted to Rhea County EMS a falsified State of Tennessee EMR certificate, which indicated that his EMR certification was current when in fact it was not. On multiple occasions between January 2007 and September 2013, Respondent misrepresented the status of his EMR certification to Rhea County EMS, Graysville City officials, and the public.

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of his EMR certification, to be effective immediately upon ratification of this Order. 

Mr. Davis motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written. Mr. Sutton seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed. 

Respondent: Amy M. Johnson, EMT-P License 24646, Newport, TN 

Following a minor on-duty accident on or about October 3, 2014 in which her partner was driving, Respondent was required by her employer to submit a sample for drug screening, which later tested positive for marijuana and benzodiazepine. Respondent was terminated pursuant to her employer’s zero-tolerance substance abuse policy. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the SUSPENSION of her license to practice as an EMT-P in the state of Tennessee, to be effective immediately upon ratification of this Order. Respondent may undergo an evaluation approved by the TnPAP and should the results of the evaluation recommend monitoring, then Respondent may sign a TnPAP monitoring agreement and obtain the advocacy of TnPAP. Upon receipt by the Office of notification from TnPAP the Respondent has signed a monitoring agreement prior to or during the period of suspension, the suspension shall be STAYED and the license shall be immediately placed on PROBATION with conditions. 

Dr. Brooks motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Mr. Mosby seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Abstain
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Abstain
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed with eight (8) yeses and two (2) abstain


Respondent: Scott C. Smith, EMT-P License 29359, Belfast, TN  

In or around November 2014, Respondent diverted controlled drugs from the stock of Marshall County, attempted to conceal this diversion, and was under the influence of these drugs while on duty. Respondent was terminated from his employment with Marshall County on or about November 19, 2014. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of his license to practice as an EMT-P in the state of Tennessee, to be effective immediately upon ratification of this Order. 

Ms. Deshpande motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Mr. Hutsell seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed. 

Respondent: Fred J. Kirby, EMT-P License 37818, Lafayette, TN 

In or around August, 2014, Respondent made inappropriate sexual comments to his female partner while on duty, In addition, on or about August 5, 2014, Respondent engaged in an inappropriate sexual conversation concerning the same partner in front of several coworkers while on duty at a public event. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of his EMT Instructor/Coordinator authorization. Said VOLUNTARY SURRENDER shall have the same legal force and effect as a REVOCATION of Respondent’s authorization. In addition, Respondent agrees to the PROBATION of his EMT-P license for a period of one (1) year, starting from the date this order is entered, with lifting of said probation to be conditional on Respondent completing a three-hour, online EMS Ethics course. Said course must be approved by the Office prior to taking, and must be completed within sixty (60) days of the ratification of this Order. 

Mr. Hutsell motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Mr. Strange seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed. 

Respondent: Jodie R. Wright, EMT License 19328, Goodlettsville, TN

On April 10, 2014, Respondent signed a Consent Order, which was ratified by the Tennessee Board of Nursing on May 20, 2014, in which she admitted to diverting items from a sharps container at Nashville General Hospital while off duty, and admitted to having a problem with chemical dependency. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of her license to practice as an EMT in the state of Tennessee, to be effective immediately upon ratification of this Order. 

Mr. Strange motioned to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Ms. Deshpande seconded.

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed. 


Respondent: Jerry D. Walden, EMT-P License 26882, Benton, TN  

On or about March 14, 2013, Respondent’s unit received a call requesting the inter-facility transport of a sixty-eight (68) year-old female patient with a diagnosis of lower lobe pneumonia, congestive heart failure, hypertension and hyponatremia. Notwithstanding a physician’s order requiring the IV infusion of an antibiotic and cardiac monitoring, Respondent allowed his partner, an EMT-IV, to attend the patient by himself during the transport, and failed to ensure that the patient received cardiac monitoring as ordered. The following morning, Respondent’s unit received an emergency call concerning a sixty-seven (67) year-old mail patient complaining of chest pain and shortness of breath. After being awakened by his partner, Respondent delayed for approximately thirteen (13) minutes before he allowed another EMT-P to take the call. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent agrees to the PROBATION of his license to practice as an EMT-P for a period of one (1) year, starting from the date this order is entered, with lifting of said probation to be conditional on Respondent completing a three-hour, online EMS Ethics course. Said course must be approved by the Office prior to taking, and must be completed within sixty (60) days of the ratification of this Order. When the Office determines that Respondent has satisfied the aforementioned conditions, the probation of Respondent’s license will be lifted without further Board action. 

Mr. Hutsell motion to accept the CONSENT ORDER as written and Mr. Davis seconded. 

Chris Brooks-No
Jeff Davis-No
Kappu Deshpande-No
Larry Hutsell-No 
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-No 
Stephen Sutton-No 
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-No 
Jeanne Yeatman-No  
James Ross-No 


Motion failed with a vote of one (1) yes and nine (9) no’s

Mr. Hodges stated that concluded the Consent Order and they are ready for the Agreed Order. Mr. Ross asked Mr. Hodges to explain to the audience and the students an agreed order. 






AGREED ORDER

Respondent: Mark L. Rhodes, EMT-P License 13627, Arlington, TN  

On or about June 20, 2012, Respondent, who was visiting the area to teach an EMS dispatcher course, was arrested and charged with solicitation of a prostitute, a misdemeanor. Respondent vehemently denied the charges against him, but to minimize legal expenses and the risk of protracted litigation, Respondent paid restitution. The charges were dismissed after Respondent paid the restitution. 

For the purpose of avoiding further administrative action with respect to this cause, Respondent EMS Program Director authorization is hereby REPRIMANDED and the Respondent’s EMT-P license shall be placed on PROBATION for six (6) months. During the probation period, Respondent shall be supervised by another EMS licensee whenever Respondent is in the rear of an ambulance with an unrelated female patient. Said probation will be lifted automatically, without further Board action, six (6) months from the entry of this Order. 

Mr. Hutsell motioned to accept the AGREED ORDER as written and Mr. Sutton seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Abstain
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed with nine (9) yeses and one (1) abstain

Mr. Hodges stated that concludes all the orders he has. 
									
SCHOOL APPROVAL

Mrs. Tidwell presented the following schools for approval.

Cleveland State Community College came before the Board for initial approval for Paramedic training.
Mr. Davis motioned to approve the initial request from Cleveland State and Ms. Deshpande seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 

Motlow State Community College requested permission to relocate the Paramedic Program to the Shelbyville Center and partner with State Fire and Code Training Facility. 
Mr. Strange motioned to approve the request for relocation from Motlow State Community College and Mr. Sutton seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 

Livingston Tennessee College of Applied Technology was presented for initial approval for AEMT Training.
Dr. Brooks motioned to approve the request for initial approval from Livingston Tennessee College of Applied Technology and Mr. Strange seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 

Northeast State Community College was presented for full approval. 
Mr. Davis motioned to grant full approval of Northeast State Community College AEMT Program and Ms. Deshpande seconded. Motion approved with a voice vote.



COMMITTEE REPORT

 Air Ambulance Committee

Mr. Byrd presented a request from the air ambulance committee to add representation form fixed wing services to the committee. Mr. Byrd stated that the subcommittee will meet in June to review equipment requirements for rotor and fix wing aircraft once complete would forward to Clinical Issues for review. Mr. Byrd discussed the helipad safety subcommittee that would be looking at the helipads. They are also forming a work group study to see if there are any other options for flight coordinator certification. 

Clinical Issues Committee (CIC)

Dr. Holley presented the recommended equipment list for discussion and approval required by the new regulations. The board reviewed the list and after discussion made changes and additions to the Ambulance Equipment list. 

Mr. Sutton motioned to accept the equipment list with the changes made by the Board and Mr. Strange seconded. 

Chris Brooks-Aye
Jeff Davis-Aye
Kappu Deshpande-Aye
Larry Hutsell-Aye
Donald Mosby-Aye    
Brian Robinson-Absent
Dr. Sullivan Smith-Absent
Tim Strange-Aye
Stephen Sutton-Aye
Robert Webb-Absent
Tyler White-Aye
Jeanne Yeatman-Aye 
James Ross-Aye


Motion passed. 

Dr. Holley discussed the Trauma Destination guidelines. He reported on requests from the Board concerning of blood products by critical care paramedics. He reported this was moving forward and would be presented to Medical Lab Board for approval. 

Education Committee

Mrs. Tidwell presented a request from the Education Committee for a three (3) year pilot of Platinum or FISDAP comprehensive AEMT Test for entrance exam required for admission into Paramedic Programs. Mr. Strange explained why they wanted to do the pilot.

Mr. Hutsell motioned to accept the three (3) year pilot testing and Mr. Davis seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote.

Mobile Integrated Health Care (MIHC)/Community Paramedic

Mr. Kevin Spratlin reported on the MIHC with a request from the committee to go forward for a rule making hearing. Mr. Davis motion to go forward with the Rule Making Hearing and Ms. Deshpande seconded. 
Motion passed with a voice vote. 

DIRECTORS REPORT

Mrs. Tidwell presented the National Registry Emergency Technician (NREMT) report. Mrs. Tidwell informed the board of her request to NREMT for report to more accurately reflect first time pass rates for Tennessee Programs. Mrs. Tidwell reported on the Air Ambulance Disaster Response work shop held March 3-5 at Montgomery Bell.  She also reminded everyone of upcoming the Star of Life awards dinner. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mrs. Tidwell informed the Board the shared file folder she was working on for the board to access documents is up and running. She handed out the information to the boon how to access that folder. 

NEW BUSINESS

Joe Rike made a presentation to the Board on grant received by University of TN Health Sciences in Memphis for development of a stroke response program to include a mobile stroke unit. The concept is putting a CT scanner on an ambulance and they would be able to respond to stroke patients. Mr. Rike talked about the Specialty Care ambulance regulation and need for possible changes to allow for the permitting of such mobile units. Mr. Ross asked when they are hoping to have it up and running and Mr. Rike stated they would like it to be up and running in the fall. Mr. Ross asked if he needed the rule making.  Mr. Sutton motioned to send the specialty care to rule making and Mr. Strange seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 
Mrs. Tidwell stated that the Office of EMS has been asked to ask the board to consider licensing the non-transport services. 
Mr. Hutsell motioned to create a taskforce to look into the licensing of non-transport services and Mr. Davis seconded. Motion passed. Mr. Ross directed Mrs. Tidwell to create the taskforce to being reviewing the subject.

Mr. Strange requested the board to consider revisiting Associate Degree as requirement for the initial license.
 
Mr. Strange motioned to have the Education Committee to look at the rule for making the entry level into for paramedic license as Associate’s Degree and Ms. Deshpande seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 

Mr. Sutton asked about the marking on the side of an ambulance advertising such things as critical care and asked if it had been sent to a committee. Mrs. Tidwell stated it has been sent to the Ambulance Committee. 

Meeting was adjourned. 
