AIR AMBULANCE COMMITTEE
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	Air Ambulance Committee   

	Date 
	March 24, 2015

	Time
	10:00 A.M.

	Location
	Iris Room 665 Mainstream Drive

	Participants
	Members present: Robert Byrd, Eddie West, Anita Perry, Andrew Slemp, Robbie Tester, Lis Henley, Mitch Hathaway, Donna Tidwell, Brandon Ward, and Deborah Cox. 
Members absent: A Representative for Memphis Medical Air “Wing”, Robert Webb and Teddy Myracle. 



	Overall Lead
	Topic
	Summary/Decisions
	Assignments / Next Steps
	Responsible Person
	Time Frame

	Robert Byrd
	Roll Call/Introduction
	 Roll call listed above 
	
	
	

	 
	Approval of Minutes
	Mr. Hathaway motion to accept the minutes with the correction and Mr. Tester seconded. Motion passed with a voice vote. 
	
	
	

	  Donna Tidwell
	Equipment Rule Review


 
	Mrs. Tidwell informed the committee revised the rules for ground services will become effective April 1, 2015. The equipment list was taken out of the rules and is in a list approved by the Board. Mrs. Tidwell recommends the Committee consider revision to the Air Ambulance equipment to include similar results with a list for Board approval. This would allow for faster Board approval of new equipment.. Mrs. Tidwell explained how the ground ambulance equipment list will work moving forward. 

The Committee reviewed progress notes from the last meeting. The committee also reviewed the recommendations for the equipment list from the last Sub-committee meeting.  Mr. Byrd asked if the subcommittee wanted to meet after the committee meeting. 
	
	
	

	
	Old Business
	Mrs. Tidwell stated the Air Ambulance workshop was very productive and thanked everyone for attending. She stated they were finalizing the draft of the response process and are hoping to have everything in place by the fall. Mrs. Tidwell plans to obtain funding to have another meeting to finalize the Air Ambulance Strike Team plan.
	
	
	

	
	New Business
	Mrs. Tidwell suggested committee review the rules for services that have air dispatch outside of Tennessee and make sure they are still meeting the requirements.

Mr. Tester discussed Helipad safety. Mr. Tester presented his findings regarding helipad safety and inspections. Mr. Tester would like to have a representative from each service to come together and look at the hazards of the helipads. Mr. Byrd asked if the helipads are being inspected. Mr. Tester stated that they are but it could be a long period of time between inspections. Mrs. Tidwell asked where the most problems are with the helipads. Mr. Tester stated that the hospitals are the biggest problem. Mr. Tester stated that TDOT and FFA should be the authority over the regulations of the helipads. Mr. Tester would like to jointly work with TDOT in  keeping the helipads safe. Mrs. Tidwell asked if Health Care Facilities (HCF) should be involved, because they are over the hospitals. Mrs. Tidwell asked who the hospitals relied upon to assure the helipads are built correctly. Mr. Tester stated that most are relying on the contractors. Mrs. Tidwell suggested making an informational packet for hospitals that are considering building a helipad. Mr. Tester motioned to form a subcommittee to look at the helipads and was seconded by Ms. Henley. Mr. Byrd asked who would comprise the subcommittee. Mr. Tester stated pilots, EMS, TDOT, and HCF. Motion passed with a voice vote.
In other new business,  Mrs. Tidwell asked if they should expand the Air Ambulance Committee to include the air services for fixed wings services that are not associated with a rotary wing service. Mr. Byrd stated that when they formed this committee it was to include all services. The Committee agreed to invite the fixed wing services. 
The Committee decided to have the two subcommittees  meet at 9:00 a.m. with the full committee meeting to follow. 
Ms. Henley asked to relview the state regulations for flight paramedic. Ms. Henley was asked why they do not move the flight paramedic to a critical care paramedic. Mrs. Tidwell and Mr. Tester explained why they chose the flight paramedic or the critical care paramedic. 
Mr. Hathaway asked to talk with the Committee regarding options other than NAACS for training/testing of flight coordinators. There was a question as to what other options are available. The Committee had no suggestions for alternate programs. Mr. Hathaway asked if there was an interest to find other options. Mrs. Cox suggested they form a subcommittee or work group to look at the certification and maybe create a new certification for flight coordinators with state regulations.  
	Robbie Tester to head up the subcommittee on helipads. 
	
	

	
	
	Motion was made to adjourn
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