LETTER TO POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION TEAM MEMBERS
Date

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Dear [Name],

Volunteers play a critical role in the success of Tennessee communities across the state. Through nonprofit organizations, national service programs, faith-based organizations, and neighbor-helping-neighbor, outstanding volunteer service is part of our state heritage. In fact, the annual value of Tennessee volunteers is $3.1 billion. 

Within [your county] we witness the positive results of volunteerism daily. [Describe some changes made within your community, i.e. economic development, church assistance, poverty addressed. Use city/statewide statistics if you don’t have countywide examples].

As the Volunteer State, we must continue to foster this sense of service and civic responsibility. In an effort to encourage more [county name] citizens to help improve our community through volunteerism, Volunteer Tennessee has instituted a statewide volunteer recognition program, the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards. This initiative will honor one adult and one youth (up to age 25) in each county for his or her exemplary volunteer service.
While each award recipient will be recognized at the state level in February, it is also important to honor these outstanding volunteers within our local county communities. We need your help to develop a successful volunteer recognition program right here within [county name]. Your knowledge and expertise in [name of field/area, i.e. volunteer recruitment, education] will add tremendously to our local recognition team. Please join me on [date & time here] to further discuss how we will approach this initiative within [county name]. If you have any questions, please call XXX-XXXX. I look forward to working alongside you as we honor those who make a difference in our community and inspire others to get involved.

Sincerely,

[Name] 
[County Name] Coordinator

Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards

LETTER TO LOCAL MAYORS

Date

Recipient Name

Address 

City/State/Zip

Dear Mayor [name]:

In 2008, Volunteer Tennessee initiated the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards, a recognition program designed to recognize the outstanding service of those who volunteer in various ways throughout their local Tennessee communities. This year, two award recipients in each county will be recognized once again in (include location and date once announced); however, we also believe it is equally important to recognize the exemplary efforts of these volunteers on a local level.  On [DATE] we will celebrate our local Volunteer Stars by hosting a local volunteer recognition ceremony at ________. As we approach that date, we ask you to join us in supporting and encouraging the people you represent to commit to volunteer service.

Our goal in hosting this event is not only to recognize exceptional citizens, but it is also to illustrate the importance of civic participation and service to improve our communities. I hope you proclaim [DATE] to be Volunteer Day in [your county]. 

There are several opportunities for you as Mayor to inspire citizens of [your county] to reap the rewards that come from serving others:

1. Proclaim [DATE]  [your county] Volunteer Day.

2. Personally participate in a volunteer event in [month of local recognition].

3. Encourage citizens through speeches and other media messages to engage in community service.

Enclosed you will find a sample proclamation. If you have any questions, please call XXX-XXXX. We would be honored to have your participation in our local Volunteer Star program and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

[Name] 
[County Name] Coordinator

Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards
[County Name] Volunteer Day

[Sample local government proclamation]

WHEREAS, The Governor and Volunteer Tennessee have instituted a statewide volunteer recognition program to recognize outstanding volunteers in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee has a longtime legacy of service as the Volunteer State; and

WHEREAS, volunteerism strengthens communities, solves vital social concerns and enhances the overall quality of life for all citizens, including children, seniors, those who are disabled, impoverished, imprisoned, homeless, physically or mentally ill, or otherwise in need of assistance; and
WHEREAS, volunteers can connect with community service opportunities through community service and faith-based organizations like nonprofits, charities, schools and Volunteer Centers; and

WHEREAS, our state’s volunteer force of up to 1.3 million people is a great treasure; and 

WHEREAS, volunteers are vital to our future as a caring and productive nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [NAME/TITLE] do hereby proclaim

[Date Here], 2016
As

[Your County] Volunteer Day
In [YOUR COUNTY], and urge my fellow citizens to promote the spirit volunteer of volunteerism; to observe the day with appropriate activities, programs and ceremonies supporting volunteerism; and to participate and engage others in volunteer activities now and for as long as they are able.

Signed this [DATE] day of [MONTH], 2016
