


OdorlessLow vapor pressure Colorless

Viscous liquid or solid Low electrical conductivity

Flame retardant
209 Congeners

Persistent

Used as mixtures of congeners
commonly called Aroclors

(Aroclor 1254  54% chlorine by mass)
Lipophilic



Plasticizer

Dielectric fluid

Hydraulic fluid

Heat transfer fluid

Vacuum pump fluid

Cutting oils

Lubricants
Gaskets & Damping felt

Construction materials (ex. 
caulk, sealants, tiles, etc.)Fluorescent light ballasts



Carbonless copy 
paper

Casting Wax
Adhesives 

Dedusting Agents Electric cable 
insulation

Pesticide extenders

Inks and paints

Fuel tank coatings

Microscopy
(mounting media & immersion oil)



• Immuno-suppressor

• Inhibits development

• Inhibits reproduction

• Cardiac disease

• Endocrine disruptor

• Liver disease

• Diabetes

Human Health The Environment

CarcinogenicNon-carcinogenic
• Bio-accumulative
• Persistent
• Mobile PCBs are a known 

carcinogen to 
animals and a 
probable human 
carcinogen.





TSCARCRA

EPA Regional 
Implementation

EPA Regional 
Implementation

State Implementation

Unlike RCRA, TSCA is not delegated to States









Currently 
≥50 ppm

Currently 
<50 ppm

Definition of “PCB Remediation Waste”
This is a generalized depiction, see 40 CFR 761.3 for full detail

Spilled 
Post-1978

Source 
< 50 ppm & 
Authorized

Source 
≥ 50 ppm or 

Unauthorized

PCB 
Remediation 

Waste

Spilled any 
time

Source 
at any 

concentration

NOT PCB 
Remediation 

Waste

Spilled 
Pre-1978

Source at any 
concentration



Currently 
>50

Currently 
<50 ppm

Definition of PCB Remediation Waste
This is a generalized depiction, see 40 CFR 761.3 for full detail

PCB 
Remediation 

Waste

NOT PCB 
Remediation 

Waste

Spilled 
Pre-1978

Spilled 
Post-1978

Spilled any 
time

Source 
< 50 ppm & 
Authorized

Source 
≥ 50 ppm or 

Unauthorized

Source at any 
concentration

Source 
at any 

concentration

Key Takeaway:

Even if the material is 
<50 ppm, it may still be 

regulated!



PCB 
Remediation 

Waste*

NOT PCB 
Remediation 

Waste

No cleanup or 
disposal 

obligations

No interaction 
with EPA

Any landfill

761.61(a)

Self 
Implementing 

Cleanup Option

761.61(c) 

Risk Based Cleanup & 
Disposal 

Sampling 
requirements are 

prescriptive

Can send 
< 50 ppm to 

municipal landfill

Depends on EPA 
finding of no 

unreasonable risk of 
injury to health or env

Any cleanup and/or 
disposal plan may be 

submitted

* PCB Remediation Waste resulting from a spill or release before 1978 is not subject to the cleanup requirements of the regulations 
(unless the RA makes a finding), but is subject to the disposal requirements if it is picked up (see 40 CFR 761.50(b)(3)).

a b c

Must notify EPA

Requires EPA 
approval

761.61(b) 

Performance 
Based Disposal 

Option

Must remove all 
PCB waste > 1 ppm

All PCB 
Remediation Waste 
must go to a TSCA 

facility

No notification 
required









• PCB cleanups are not equivalent to RCRA corrective action!

• 5o ppm is not the one-size-fits-all cleanup level

• …when in doubt, call us!

Sarah Watson
Region 4 PCB cleanups
watson.sarah@epa.gov
404-562-8607

Ken Feely
PCB Regional Coordinator
feely.ken@epa.gov
404-562-8512


