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Underground Storage Tanks Program 
TCA 68-215-102 – Legislative Intent 

• Provide for the safe storage of petroleum products and a 
statewide program  
 

• Develop long-range plans for adequate tanks systems to meet 
future demands 
 

• Provide a mechanism for the remediation of pollution and a 
comprehensive clean-up fund  

 
• Obtain Program primacy from EPA 

 
• The UST Act is not intended to apply to events or release 

before July 1, 1988 



Significant Operational Compliance 

 
 

Tennessee must inspect every tank at least once every 3 years 
and it leads EPA Region IV’s measurements for: 

 
• Release Prevention 

and 
• Release Detection 



Significant Operational Compliance 
Combined Release Detection and Release Prevention 
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Significant Operational Compliance 
Release Detection Regulations 
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Significant Operational Compliance 
Release Prevention Regulations 
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Cleanup Projects  
Are Being Completed 

• No state with an equal or greater amount of tanks has a 
lower backlog than Tennessee. 

 
– Twenty eight (28) states with fewer tanks than 

Tennessee have a higher backlog.   
 

– These 28 states include the three (3) Region IV states of 
Mississippi, South Carolina and Kentucky. 

  
• EPA Sources: http://archive.epa.gov/oust/cat-

a/web/html/camarchv.html  
 

http://archive.epa.gov/oust/cat-a/web/html/camarchv.html
http://archive.epa.gov/oust/cat-a/web/html/camarchv.html
http://archive.epa.gov/oust/cat-a/web/html/camarchv.html
http://archive.epa.gov/oust/cat-a/web/html/camarchv.html


Tennessee Has Nation Leading Cleanup Results 

 
 

Percentage of Cleanups Completed By State  
Tennessee has the 3rd highest percentage in the Nation at 98.1% 

and is 1st in Region IV 
 
 
 

National Cleanup Backlog 
Tennessee has the 10th lowest backlog in the Nation at 283 projects   

and the lowest backlog in Region IV 
 
 

 



Tennessee has the Fewest  
Open Cleanup Projects in Region IV 
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Fund Savings Since 2009 

Systems purchased under contract              $10,735,000 
(Volume discount; 15% mark-up by CAC; Sales tax) 
     
     Refurbishment and reuse                            $9,680,454 
     

16 Systems donated by RPs             $1,360,000  
 
Approximate Savings to Date               $21,775,404 
 

(3/04/16) 

 



Program Evolution and 
UST Remediation Projects 
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New Rules Soon 

Updates for Energy Policy Act of 2005 and EPA’s new rules 
that became Final in October 2015 

 
• State Rulemaking to become effective within 3 years 

 

• New Memorandum of Agreement 
 

• New State Program Approval Application within 3 years 
 

 



Questions 
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