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Social Studies Assessment Comparison 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

You may access the activity here. 
 

Why is this assessment a poor example for a STUDENT 
to demonstrate mastery towards the standard? 



Exemplar Tasks 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

• Reference for exemplar ELA and Math tasks:: 

• http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/blog/index/curriculum_embedded_formative_performance_ass 
essments 

• http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/blog/index/curriculum_embedded_formative_performance_ass 
essments 

 
 

 

Turn and Talk: How can you help your teachers build assessments to measure student 
readiness and ensure that assessments maximize student learning? 

http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/blog/index/curriculum_embedded_formative_performance_assessments
http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/blog/index/curriculum_embedded_formative_performance_assessments
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http://ifl.pitt.edu/index.php/blog/index/curriculum_embedded_formative_performance_assessments


Assessment Task Force Findings 
 

 

After six months of discussions and research, the Tennessee Task Force on Student Testing and 
Assessment, comprised of 18 educators and education leaders from across the state, released 
their report. The task force was formed by Commissioner McQueen in spring 2015 as a result of 
feedback from the field about the amount of testing, quality of testing, and associated test 
preparation. The task force conducted several surveys across the state to better understand 
how teachers, principals, and district leadership use assessment to make instructional 
decisions. The task force also examined the history of testing in Tennessee, the purpose for 
different type of assessments, and the information parents and teachers get from each type of 
assessment. 

 

Click here to access the report. 
 

Major Findings and Recommendations: 

 

 
Notes: 

http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_assessment_task_force_report.pdf


 

 

Notes: 
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Notes: 
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Assessment for Learning 
 
 

 

 

Notes: 
 
 

Discussion: 

 
What kinds of strong formative assessments/activities  are being  used  in the  
classrooms  of your school? 

 

Are there any summative assessments/activities being used that could/ 

should become formative assessments? 
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Notes: 

 
How does this graphic represent a focus on assessments as feedback on student  
readiness? 

 
 

How can changing summative practices to formative practices build responsive 
teaching practices? 
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MIST and MICA 
 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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What is the Purpose of M ICA? 
 

./ Give educators access to items that reflect the rigor and 

quality of items that will be on TNReady,the new 

assessment in English Language Arts and Math that will 

begin during the 2015-16 schoolyear. 

./ Allow teachers to use the items to create their own 

custom assessments to administer on-demand in their 

classrooms. 

Provide students with an opportunity to practice with the 

same online assessment tools they will have on TNReady 

in MIST platform. 

 
 

 
• Education 

 

 

 
 
 

How do we leverage  M ICA? 
 

 

   teachers     use   
   

       teachers  

      

    

     leverag   responsive  

     10         

  discuss     
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10 Ways Educators M ight Use M ICA ... 
 

1. Have teachers make a test with all the test items and take it 
personally to better understand the content expectations of 
the test. 

 
2. Use a few questions as a pre-test and/or post-test to find out 

what students know before and after a unit. 

 
3 Use a question as an exit ticket after a lesson or assign 

problems for homework. 

 
4. Use several questions as a center as part of center rotation. 

 
5 Use a question to create a classroom  learning  probe. 
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10 Ways Educators Might Use M ICA ... 
 

6. Assign one question to the class and wa lk through it together 
to learn the features. 

 
7. Use problems as part of a larger formal assessment. 

 
8. Assign problems during intervention or enrichment time. 

 
9. Create individualized quizzes based on student areas of 

improvement or use relevant questions on a chapter or unit 
test. 

 
10. Create a common test-let with other grade level or PLC 

teachers and review results together . 
 
 

 

• .Education
 69

 



4

7 
 

ml o o r 

How do we leverage  M I ST? 
 

 

1. The MIST practice test provides exempla rs of items that provide feedba ck on student readiness. 

 
How can leaders leverage that component of MIST? (Turn 

and talk at your  table). 

 

2. The MIST practice test can be used for formative 
assessments instead of as a summative "practice" test. 

 
How can leaders help teacher s leverage the assessment 

feedback for responsive teaching? 
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M IST Practice Tests Reminders 

 
• One form for MIST Practice Tests available for ELA and 

math in grades 3-11 in 2015-16 
- ELA mini-test form: A full -length subtest with a single writing 

prompt for Part I and an abbreviated Part II that is half the 
administration time and questions 

- Math mini -test form: A full-length subtest for Part I including 
performance task in grades 3-8 and an abbreviated Part II that is 
half the administration time and questions. Part II is divided into 
a calculator prohibited and permitted subtests. 

• MIST Practice Tests available during three windows: 
- October 

- January 

- March 

• MIST Practice Tests will be closed during TNReady 
administration windows 

 
.Education 

 

 

 

 

M I ST Practice Tests Reminders 
 

 

• One form for MIST Practice Tests available for ELA and 
math in grades 3-11 in 2015-16 

ELA mini -test form:A full -length subtest with a single writing 
prompt for Part I and an abbreviated Part II that is half the 
administration  time and questions 

Math mini-test form:A full -length subtest for Part I including 
performance task in grades 3-8 and an abbreviated Part II that is 
half the administration time and questions. Part II is divided into 
a calculator prohibi ted and permi tted subtests. 

• MIST Practice Tests available during three windows : 

October 

- January 

March 

• MIST Practice Tests will be closed during TNReady 
administration windows 

 
. Education 
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Task  Predicts Performance 

 

 

Task predicts performance. What determines 
what stud ents know and are able to do is not 
what the curriculum says they are supposed to 
do, nor even what the teacher thinks he or she 

is asking stud ents to do. Whatpre dicts 
performance is what stud ents are actually 

doing. - Richard F. Elmore (2008) 
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Click here to access a tool entitled "Ten Ways that Educators Might Use  MICA". 

http://tncore.org/sites/www/Uploads/leadership_courses/ILC%20Class%201/Ten%20Ways%20Educators%20Might%20Use%20MICA.pdf
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Reflection 
 

 

How do your teachers use assessment results to adapt instruction? 
 
 

 
Do they need models and support in designing effective formative 
assessment? 

 
 

 
How can you use MICA items as a model? 

 
 

 
Would your teachers “view” testing differently if most assessments were 
used formatively and gave them an understanding of student readiness? 
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Social Studies Assessment Resources 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies Blueprints for Reference: 
 
3rd Grade 

 

4th Grade 
 

5th Grade 
 

6th Grade 
 

7th Grade 
 

8th Grade 
 

US History 
 

 

Social Studies Scoring Guides for Reference: 
 
Grades 3-5 

 

Grades 6-7 
 

Grade 8 and US History 

http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr3.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr4.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr5.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr6.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr7.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_gr8.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_blueprint_ss_ushistory.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_ss_rubric_constr_response_gr3-5.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_ss_rubric_constr_response_gr6-7.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tst_ss_rubric_constr_response_gr8-US.pdf
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