What high-impact writing
opportunities should students be
experiencing across subjects?



High Impact Writing Study

This past fall the Division of Curriculum and Instruction reached
out to those teachers whose students performed at the highest
levels across Tennessee last February.

Our survey asked them to reflect on what key practices
impacted student writing the most and what advice they would
give to other teachers seeking to hone their craft of writing
instruction in their own classrooms.

Today, we're pleased to share some of what we found.



Why Teach Writing? by Tennessee Teachers

Knowing they will be able to communicate
when they go to college. | have taught

juniors for 28 years and now teach some
sophomores. Most of our students go on to
college. | want them to be able to come

Writing = real-
world/life training

back and say “it was a breeze for me b/c L
you prepared me.”

—\/ I’ve noticed that my students

that could write well were also

Writing is the most great readers. However, | have

important ELA skill kids yet to find a student who could

need in their lives. ltis read well but not write well,

more important than which has made me start

any other skill. analyzing the connections
between reading and writing

L skills.

sl



High Impact Writing Study

High Impact Teachers Low Impact Teachers
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What did you do to prepare? Quotes from Most
Effective Tennessee Writing Teachers

A lot of prompt decomposition On demand writing
work with students so that they has been key.
know what the prompt is asking 1
forin their writing:
Students had to read prompts, mark | focused on ensuring that kids
it up, and then plan for an essay (10 understand what they have read
min) and then write for (30 min) and develop their own ideas
based on the conclusions that
they draw from the texts.

—\/ - —

Practice is key; we | model writing for my students.

used the MIST literacy

portal The revision process for students is a key
L component of writing; allowing them to

revisit their work and improve over time




High Impact Writing Study

You'll also note that you have a narrative version of the survey
results

Regular classroom-centered blogs appear on our website at:
http://tnclassroomchronicles.org




Writing — Other Findings

We honored students this
February who achieved a
perfect score on the 2014
Spring Writing Assessment!
In total, there were 100
students who received 4’s
on both essays!

Grade | Number Number of
Tested Perfect Scores
(includes (all 4’s on both
no score) essays)

3 46,549 3

4 50,336 0

5 71,107 0

6 48,566 0

7 51,751 2

8 70,793 18

9 43,852 10

10 41,068 21

11 56,636 46

Total |480,658 100




