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[bookmark: PLC_Guide:][bookmark: The_following_is_a_sample_protocol_that_]Professional Learning Guide: The following is a sample protocol that school-wide or teacher Professional Learning teams might use to Writing as a Tool For Assessment.  This should take approximately 45-60 minutes.  

Focus:  Write about it and Formative Assessment

Topic for Discussion:  This Professional Learning is designed for leaders to redeliver write about it information so that teachers begin to think about writing as 1) an extension of the reading process, 2) writing is a meaning making strategy, 3) writing can show teachers how students synthesize information; and 4) writing is a formative assessment strategy. 

	Step 1:
		Download the Write About It Power Point from the Tennessee Department of Education Leader Resources webpage at https://www.tn.gov/education/section/tdoe-leaders-tennessee-leader-resources

PRIOR: Ask teachers bring 1-2 student writing examples to professional learning meeting.

Optional:  Conduct a gallery walk through the halls of your school with teachers to look at what is hanging on the walls.  If you cannot conduct a gallery walk, take pictures of work hanging in the halls and hang them in the meeting room to share with teachers and answer the following questions:

1.  What are you seeing that you like?
2. What would you like to change?
3. Is it grounded in text?
4. Are students showing their understanding of text?
5. Is this writing activity worthy of class time?







	Step 2:
	1.  Review Slide 3 with teachers and briefly discuss Read About It, Think About it, Talk About it, and Write About it.
2. Share ways to utilize writing:  
extension of the reading process,  a meaning making strategy,  a demonstration of how students synthesize information, and as a formative assessment strategy. 
3. Ask teachers to share individually how they have used writing with each strategy to build concrete context with each strategy.



	Step 3:
	4. Ask teachers to read slide 5 about why reading and writing should be explicitly connected.  Discuss and give examples as a whole group.
5. Ask teachers to discuss what resonates with them about this slide and reflect on their current practices in comparison to these expectations.
6. At tables in small groups, ask teachers to review the student work samples brought to the meeting.  What do you know about student mastery looking at the work samples?  Separate the work in two separate piles:  mastery and non-mastery and discuss why the samples were placed in each pile.
7. What does this writing assignment tell the teacher about how the student synthesizes information?
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	Step 4:
	1. Read Slide 11 about the Kindergarten Task for Penguins. 
2. How is this task aligned to the standards?
3. How does the task connect read about it, think about it, talk about it?
4. What text-based knowledge does a student need to complete the task? 
5. How can all students complete this task using a text set with multiple readings that deepen their understandings of penguins?  
6. How does this question ask a student to Read About It, Think About, Talk About It, Write About. Discuss as whole group. 



	Step 5:
	7. Use the student examples in slides 15-17.  With a partner, look at one sample of student work provided and answer the following questions:  What mastery elements do you see in the student’s work? Where are gaps in learning? How should the teacher support the gaps for this student? What should the student’s goals be?


	Step 6:
	8. Ask teachers to review the writing examples that were brought to the meeting.  Using what we know about the Read About, Think About It, Talk About It, and Write About It and our student work samples, look at your samples of student work and answer the following questions:  What mastery elements do you see in the student’s work? Where are gaps in learning? How should the teacher support the gaps for this student? What should the student’s goals be?


	[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 7:
	Effective writing experiences should show us the following:
· students’ understanding of new knowledge;
· students’ ability to synthesize new knowledge;
· students’ ability to express new knowledge;
· students’ mastery and misconceptions; 
· struggles for groups of students; 
· and, any misconceptions about the concept.
Where do you see these types of writing experiences in your school or district?

 As we prepare for the 2016-2017 school year, what are our next steps towards planning effective writing experiences and how does this information change what occurs during our professional learning meetings?

Follow-up:  Set a date for teachers to work in grade level or content professional learning to plan literacy tasks that include effective writing experiences.
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