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[bookmark: PLC_Guide:][bookmark: The_following_is_a_sample_protocol_that_]Professional Learning Guide: The following is a sample protocol that school-wide or teacher PROFESSIONAL LEARNING teams might use to reflect on what type of texts are being used in content literacy, as well as how those texts are being used.  This should take approximately 45-60 minutes.
  
Focus:  Content Area Literacy: ELA

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic for Discussion:  This Professional Learning will be focused on helping ELA teachers think about the Read About It, Think About It, Talk About It, Write About It framework from a literary perspective. It will also help ELA teachers maximize their practices, ensure there is connected practice and to support their students literacy capacities, and help build stronger post-secondary thinkers.

	Step 1:
		Download the Content Area ELA RTTW PowerPoint, as well as the video entitled “BBlackely2” from the “For Leaders” section of the TDOE website.

PRIOR:  Ask each participant to bring with them a list of the texts (literary and informational) that they cover throughout the school year.





	Step 2:
	1. As a group, read through slides 1-4 of the Content Area ELA PowerPoint.

Reflect by answering the following questions:

a) Quickly describe the characteristics of a “complex text”.
b) What are some strategies used to help make a complex text accessible to all students?  Talk about strategies that each teacher has used to aid in a close read of a text.
c) Ask teachers to share how they address the demands of ACT at their grade level, regardless of elementary, middle, or high school.



	Step 3:
	1. Turn to slide 7 [Skip slides 5 & 6], answer the question on the slide whole group.
2. Ask the following questions as follow up:

a. What are the complexity differences in these two texts?
b. Which text would you want students to read independently? Whole class?
c. Which texts would require a teacher to read aloud to the class, why?
d. Which text would you want students engaged through deep thinking and class discussion?
e. Which text would DEMAND time in class and teacher attention?



	Step 4:
	1. Ask each teacher to refer to their list of texts that they cover in their classes.  Repeat Step 4 (above) using their texts.
2. Should some of these texts be more independent reading?
What are some steps, as an ELA department, which could support the use of more complex texts?












	Step 5:
	1. [bookmark: Review_the_design,_format,_and_administr]Go back and read through slides 5 and 6, ask participants to popcorn read the quotes on slide 5.
2. In a classroom, what are some “look fors” or evidence of each part of the graphic on slide 6?  For example, what does a “think about it” look like, a “talk about it”, etc…
3. Ask each teacher to take 2 minutes to jot down a few examples of each, then share with the whole group.



	Step 6:
	1. We are going to talk about the “Think About It” and “Talk About It” sections.  Read the questions on slide 8.
2. Play the video “BBlackley2”.
3. Debrief using slide 10.


	Step 7
	Reflection and Moving Forward towards READY:

1. With regards to the “Read About it, Think About it,…” model, what practices are going well? Specifically, what practices are currently being seen in your classroom?
2. What are some practices that your students would benefit from you expanding upon?
3. What one practice will you commit to incorporating into your instruction?

Moving Forward towards Ready:

1. Pair up with another teacher.
2. Share with the teacher the practice you commit to incorporating into your literacy instruction.
3. Work together to observe each other when you plan on teaching a complex text to your class.  Ask your partner to script and pay special attention to the area you have identified.
4. Follow-up after the observation and discuss specific evidence of reinforcement and refinements for the observation.
5. As an ELA department meet together again to discuss the take-aways from the observations and the next steps moving forward.



[image: C:\Users\CA19029\Documents\Brand and Style Rollout\Updated dept logo\TN Dept of Education ColorPMS -«.png]



image1.png
Department of

'Education




