
 

 
 

	
  
PLC	
  Guide:	
  The	
  following	
  is	
  a	
  sample	
  protocol	
  that	
  school-­‐wide	
  or	
  teacher	
  PLC	
  teams	
  might	
  use	
  to	
  begin	
  to	
  analyze	
  
Writing	
  Item	
  Types	
  within	
  our	
  TNReady	
  assessment.	
  This	
  should	
  take	
  approximately	
  30-­‐45	
  minutes.	
  
	
  
Topic	
  for	
  Discussion:	
  	
  TNReady	
  Writing	
  Type	
  Review	
  (Focus:	
  	
  Instructional	
  and	
  Curricular	
  Planning)	
  
	
  
Step	
  1:	
   	
  

	
  
Download	
  the	
  “Descriptions	
  of	
  TNReady	
  Writing	
  Types”	
  including	
  the	
  
rubrics	
  from	
  the	
  “For	
  Leaders”	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  TNCore	
  website	
  at	
  
www.tncore.org.	
  (You	
  may	
  also	
  make	
  copies	
  of	
  them	
  from	
  this	
  manual.)	
  
	
  
	
  Have	
  teachers	
  bring	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  an	
  opinion,	
  argument,	
  explanatory/	
  
	
  Informative/explanatory,	
  and	
  narrative	
  writing	
  sample	
  from	
  their	
  class.	
  
	
  

	
  

Step	
  2:	
   1. Review	
  the	
  “Descriptions	
  of	
  TNReady	
  Writing	
  types	
  ”	
  document.	
  	
  
2. Give	
  teachers	
  5	
  minutes	
  to	
  refresh	
  themselves	
  with	
  the	
  “Descriptions	
  of	
  

TNReady	
  Writing	
  Types”.	
  	
  	
  
3. Our	
  purpose	
  today	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  shape	
  and	
  impact	
  our	
  instructional	
  planning	
  for	
  

writing	
  experiences	
  across	
  disciplines.	
  	
  	
  
Step	
  3:	
   1. Walk	
  through	
  each	
  Item	
  Writing	
  Type,	
  Passage	
  Used,	
  Description	
  of	
  Task,	
  and	
  

Example	
  with	
  teachers.	
  
2. Remind	
  them	
  that	
  the	
  writing	
  abilities	
  of	
  our	
  students	
  will	
  factor	
  into	
  their	
  

ability	
  to	
  be	
  successful	
  on	
  TNReady.	
  
	
  Step	
  4:	
   1. Focusing	
  on	
  the	
  “Writing	
  Type”	
  column	
  and	
  the	
  “Passages	
  Used”	
  columns,	
  

remind	
  teachers	
  that	
  the	
  three	
  types	
  of	
  writing	
  assessed	
  on	
  TNReady	
  reflect:	
  
• Opinion	
  (grades	
  3-­‐5)	
  	
  Drawn	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  texts	
  
• Argument	
  (grades	
  6-­‐11)	
  	
  Drawn	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  texts	
  
• Informative/Explanatory	
  (grades	
  3-­‐11)	
  	
  Drawn	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  

texts	
  
• Narrative	
  (fiction,	
  grades	
  3-­‐11;	
  non-­‐fiction,	
  grades	
  9-­‐11)	
  Drawn	
  from	
  literary	
  

texts	
  
2. Give	
  teachers	
  a	
  few	
  moments	
  at	
  each	
  table	
  to	
  discuss	
  what	
  they	
  remember	
  from	
  

previous	
  training	
  regarding	
  writing	
  and	
  reading	
  within	
  their	
  classes/courses	
  and	
  
what	
  they	
  feel	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  doing	
  well.	
  	
  

	
  	
   Move	
  now	
  to	
  the	
  “Description	
  of	
  Task”	
  and	
  “Example”	
  columns	
  to	
  draw	
  teachers’	
  
thinking	
  to	
  what	
  writing	
  assignments	
  and	
  experiences	
  should	
  look	
  like.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

1. Using	
  our	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  writing	
  types	
  and	
  sources	
  of	
  passages,	
  let’s	
  
look	
  at	
  what	
  similar	
  items	
  should	
  look	
  like	
  in	
  our	
  classes.	
  	
  	
  

2. Review	
  the	
  description	
  of	
  each	
  type	
  of	
  task	
  along	
  with	
  examples.	
  	
  	
  
3. After	
  each	
  description,	
  have	
  teachers	
  chart	
  specific	
  examples	
  of	
  

assignments	
  or	
  experiences	
  they	
  are	
  already	
  using.	
  	
  	
  
4. Repeat	
  this	
  for	
  each	
  row.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Guiding	
  Questions	
  for	
  Discussion:	
  

5. After	
  seeing	
  these	
  sample	
  items,	
  how	
  can	
  we	
  expose	
  our	
  students	
  to	
  
more	
  informational	
  and	
  literary	
  passages	
  that	
  ask	
  them	
  to	
  argue,	
  
explain,	
  inform	
  or	
  narrate?	
  

	
  



Step	
  5:	
  
(cont’d)	
  

	
  	
  
more	
  informational	
  and	
  literary	
  passages	
  that	
  ask	
  them	
  to	
  argue,	
  
explain,	
  inform	
  or	
  narrate?	
  

6. How	
  do	
  we	
  build	
  student’s	
  stamina	
  to	
  read	
  informational	
  texts	
  and	
  
then	
  require	
  them	
  to	
  state	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  view,	
  make	
  a	
  claim,	
  and	
  give	
  
supporting	
  details?	
  	
  

7. What	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  obvious	
  areas	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  as	
  a	
  school	
  when	
  
it	
  comes	
  to	
  adding	
  richer	
  writing	
  experiences	
  across	
  writing	
  types?	
  
	
  

Step	
  6:	
   Have	
  teachers	
  get	
  out	
  the	
  writing	
  prompts	
  they	
  currently	
  give	
  to	
  their	
  students.	
  	
  
Have	
  them	
  discuss	
  the	
  following	
  questions:	
  

1. How	
  can	
  we	
  make	
  our	
  writing	
  types	
  mirror	
  these	
  TNReady	
  sample	
  
items?	
  	
  

2. How	
  can	
  we	
  better	
  use	
  the	
  Tennessee	
  writing	
  rubric	
  in	
  our	
  instruction?	
  
3. How	
  do	
  we	
  strengthen	
  our	
  feedback	
  to	
  students	
  to	
  improve	
  their	
  

writing?	
  
	
  Step	
  7	
   Complete	
  a	
  3-­‐2-­‐1	
  with	
  teachers:	
  

3	
  –	
  Big	
  takeaways	
  from	
  the	
  discussion	
  around	
  writing	
  types	
  and	
  the	
  rubrics	
  
	
  
2	
  –	
  Changes	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  to	
  my	
  own	
  writing	
  instruction	
  (including	
  selection	
  of	
  	
  
tasks	
  and	
  feedback)	
  
	
  
1	
  –	
  Area	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  concentrate	
  more	
  on	
  as	
  a	
  school	
  in	
  regards	
  to	
  the	
  
writing	
  rubric	
  



	
  


