
 

April 25, 2016 
 
Via Electronic Mail 
Dr. Chris M. Henson, Director of Schools 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools 
2601 Bransford Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37204 
chris.henson@mnps.org 
 
Dear Dr. Henson: 
 
I am in receipt of your March 24th letter requesting a waiver for Metropolitan Nashville Public 
Schools (MNPS) of T.C.A. §49-6-101(F) (1) (B) which establishes the requirement for income 
eligibility for preschool students participating in Tennessee’s Voluntary Pre-K Program.  
Current law states that for children to be eligible for the Voluntary Pre-K program, they must be 
from families with incomes that meet the eligibility requirements for free and reduced price 
lunch as determined by 42 U.S.C. § 1771.   
 
Pursuant to the commissioner’s waiver authority under T.C.A. §49-1-201(d), your request for a 
waiver of T.C.A. §49-6-101(F) (1) (B) is granted for MNPS for the 2016-2017 school year.  This 
waiver is granted only under the condition that MNPS set income eligibility requirements for all 
Pre-K classrooms that are consistent with the eligibility measure for Tennessee’s federal 
Preschool Expansion Grant.   
 
Please feel free to contact Assistant Commissioner Joey Hassell at 615-741-0661 or 
Joey.Hassell@tn.gov if you have questions about the requirements for this waiver.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Candice McQueen 
 
 
Cc: Joey Hassell, Assistant Commissioner 
 Lisa Wiltshire, Executive Director, Office of Early Learning 
 Connie Casha, Director, Early Childhood Education Programs 
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