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Introduction

Th e Guide to Test Report Interpretation was developed by the Tennessee Department of Education to assist educators in 
understanding End of Course (EOC) assessment results. Th e results presented in the EOC reports are an important source 
of test information and can be helpful in making important decisions regarding instructional needs for classes and individual 
students. Th e test scores reported are based on a sample of all possible test questions and are only one measure of a student’s 
performance. It is important to consider multiple sources of student achievement when making decisions about students’ 
instructional placement.

Th e Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) includes EOC assessments for students enrolled in Algebra I, 
Algebra II, Biology I, Chemistry I, English I, English II, and English III. Th e EOC assessments are administered to 
students upon their completion of the aforementioned courses.Th e EOC assessments also include an English Linguistically 
Simplifi ed Assessment (ELSA) for Algebra I and English II. Th e ELSA is given to students who are eligible to receive English 
as a Second Language (ESL) services, including T1/T2 students. Th e language for ELSA test items was simplifi ed to help 
measure the intended knowledge or skill; however, the knowledge or skill being assessed was not simplifi ed.

TN has approved new standards for Social Studies curriculum, including U.S. History. Th e TCAP End of Course 
US History will be fi eld tested in spring 2015. Operational testing will begin in the 2015-16 school year.

Th e EOC assessments are criterion-referenced, multiple-choice tests that measure Performance Indicators defi ned in the 
Tennessee state standards. For additional information on the state standards, access the Tennessee Department of Education 
site at http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/academic-standards.

Each test item is aligned to a Performance Indicator. Th e Performance Indicators are grouped into Reporting Categories for 
the reports described in this guide.

Student mastery of the total test and each Reporting Category is reported as the Achievement Level. Achievement Levels 
(Advanced, Profi cient, Basic, Below Basic) were established through intensive standard-setting procedures, which included 
Tennessee educators and were approved by the State Board of Education. 

An overview of the TCAP EOC assessments and additional resources, as well as additional information about results, can be 
found at http://tennessee.gov/education/topic/high-school-end-of-course.

Understanding Quick Scores

Teachers have already seen their student’s TCAP quick score included on their student’s end-of-year report card. Quick 
scores convert a student’s raw score on TCAP (the number of questions they answered correctly) into a measure on the 
100-point grading scale. Th is is the typical grading scale used by teachers. Quick scores are only intended to be factored 
into a student’s end of year grade, as required by law. Th ey are not intended to be the primary window into a student’s 
performance.

 Each district can determine how quick scores should be incorporated into end-of-year-grades. Because quick scores may 
appear diff erently on report cards across the state, please reach out to your district to understand how the quick score was 
incorporated into student report cards.

 It’s important to note that quick scores are no longer tied to TCAP performance levels (i.e., below basic, basic, profi cient, 
advanced), meaning that a quick score of 85 is not equivalent to the cut score for profi cient.

 For more information concerning quick scores, please visit: http://www.tn.gov/education/data/quick_scores.shtml.

A variety of TCAP EOC reports are available to educators via PearsonAccess. PearsonAccess is a secure website that requires 
a login and password. Th e chart below lists the report name, the distribution (e.g., student/parent, school, system), and the 
delivery format (e.g., print, PDF, CD). Th e TCAP EOC reports are posted on PearsonAccess at http://pearsonaccess.com.
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Glossary

Achievement Level—A set of standards used to interpret student performance on state assessments (Advanced, Profi cient, 
Basic, Below Basic).

Achievement Level on each Reporting Category—Th e level of achievement determined on the basis of the Reporting 
Category Performance Index for a Reporting Category.

Criterion-referenced interpretation—A test that is intended for comparing each test taker’s score with one or more fi xed 
standards of performance. What matters is whether the test taker’s score meets the specifi ed standard, regardless of how well 
or how poorly other test takers perform.

ELSA—English Linguistically Simplifi ed Assessment.

EOC—End of Course.

Overall Achievement Level—Th e level of achievement determined on the basis of the total test scale score.

Performance Indicator—Th e specifi c task or objective that indicates understanding of a content standard. EOC test items 
are developed to align with Performance Indicators.

Number correct score—Also referred to as the raw score. Th e sum of the correct answers earned by a test taker.

Reporting Category—A subset of items that are associated with a clearly defi ned skill domain. Also referred to as a content 
objective, benchmark, or strand in other contexts.

RCPI—Reporting Category Performance Index. An estimate of the number of items a student would be expected to answer 
correctly if there had been 100 similar items for that Reporting Category.

RCPI confi dence band—Th e range of scores a student would attain in a similar test experience.

Scale score—A score that maintains the same meaning in each test administration. A scale score is statistically converted 
from a raw score and is widely used in determining whether a student’s performance has met an achievement standard.

Standard setting—Th e methodology used to defi ne levels of achievement.

T1/T2—Transitional 1 and Transitional 2 students.

TCAP—Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program.

Learning Locator—Th e mechanism that connects student performance on an assessment to learning materials specifi cally 
chosen to help students succeed.
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