Highly Qualified Special Education Teachers:
Frequently Asked Questions….
1. What have we been told by the Fed’s?

· Not nearly enough!

· Although IDEA was re-authorized over a year ago, as recently as February 22 of 2006, the Fed’s have stated that “HQ guidance for Special Education teachers will be coming soon”.  

· We do know that Special Education teachers are to be held to the same standards as “general education” teachers.  Basically, IDEA reinforces the requirements of NCLB….  All teachers of core academic subject areas must demonstrate “content competence”.
· A teacher is not determined to be HQ in “Special Education”….  A special educator must document HQ status in the core academic content area(s) for which s/he is the “Teacher of Record”.

2. What are the key components of being HQ?

· There are three pieces to the HQ process:

i. Teacher must hold a Bachelor’s degree (or higher),
ii. Teacher must hold a full, valid license (in this case,

 with endorsement in Special Education),

iii. Teacher must document HQ status for any core content subject area for which that teacher is the “Teacher of Record”.  (“Special Education” is NOT a core content subject area, but “mathematics” is.)

3. What is the definition of “Teacher of Record”?

· A compilation of ideas from varied sources:

i. “The teacher who plans & delivers instruction, assesses student comprehension, and assigns grades or reports student content mastery to parents.”  Again, this applies only to core content subject areas.
ii. A Special Educator who provides consultative services (or who provides supplementary/ reinforcement instruction… in addition to the core content being taught by a general education teacher) is NOT considered to be a “Teacher of Record”.
4. What would be our best LEA plan to relieve the pressure of documenting HQ status for all of our Special Education Teachers?

· Wherever possible, move toward an “inclusion” approach to delivery of Special Education services.

· When the general education teacher is documented as being HQ, the collaborating special educator (or any other instructional team member) does not have to be HQ in the core content area(s).

5. “O.K., I am the teacher of record in a Special Education classroom…  now what?”

· NOTE: All HQ verification options from the Tennessee Plan available to general education teachers are also available to Special Educators.
· Specific examples:

i. 7-8 Self-contained:  Praxis specialty test 0146 = Middle School: Content Knowledge will suffice for HQ status in the four major content areas (Language/Reading, math. sci., & s.s.).

ii. K-6 Self-contained:  Praxis specialty test 0014 = Elementary School Content Knowledge does the same thing for all teachers of curriculum up through grade 6.  (Also, earlier versions of elementary content tests and the older NTE exams will work.)
iii. The Professional Matrix and Framework HOUSSE options are available to all “existing” Special Educators (“Existing” teachers have at least one year of previous teaching experience, including experience in another LEA or another state.)

6. What about “self-contained” (CDC) teachers at the secondary (7-12) level?

· IF they are the “Teacher of Record”…they need to document HQ status:
i. If the level of instruction is no higher than grade 6 (regardless of the age or grade level of the students), then general education HQ documentation for grades K-6 (by any K-6 Option) will be sufficient.
ii. If the curriculum being taught to the special education students is at the 8th grade level or below, the CDC teacher can use Praxis exam 0146 = Middle School: Content Knowledge or any of the other options available for all K-8 teachers.

iii. If the curriculum being taught to the special education students at the high school level (9-12) is closer to that of their chronological peers, the teacher can be evaluated one time using the Framework for Evaluation and Professional Growth with a total of three observations spread over as many of the content areas as possible.

This one Framework evaluation cycle would cover all core content subject areas, just as it would for a elem. self-contained teacher.

7. What about teachers of CDC “Life Skills” classes and “Functional Academies”?  Do they need to be HQ or not?

· The consensus opinion is that teachers of these classes do NOT need to document HQ status.
8. Reporting HQ status for Special Education Teachers. 

· It is important to remember that we do not report HQ teachers to the Fed’s, but rather we report the percentage of classes that are (or are not) taught by HQ teachers.

· Therefore, our reporting mechanism is tied to the Preliminary Report of the Office of School Approval.

· Since we do not have course codes for every “content” area in special education, we are going to have to add additional course codes whereby  we can identify a special education “Teacher of Record” in a Math resource class by a different course code than that of a special education “Teacher of Record” in a Science resource class, etc.

· New course codes for Resource (“modified”) special education are now listed in the 2006-2007 Course Code book.

