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DATE: July 24, 2008 
 

SUBJECT: Institute of Public Health Status Report     
 

ACTION REQUIRED: Information 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The Tennessee Institute of Public Health staff 
continues to build the framework for its operation and sustainability.  Under the 
leadership of Dr. Beth Fuller, TNIPH Director, the Strategic Plan for the Institute 
has been completed, operational bylaws are nearing completion, and an advisory 
committee within the larger Board of Directors is being formalized.   
 
Through seeking the advice and professional contributions of Board members, 
other state agencies, private sector public health entities, and academic 
institutions, Dr. Fuller is ensuring that the Institute meets the terms of its 
initiation grant from the National Network of Institutes of Public Health.  The 
TNIPH also benefits from the mentor role of the Illinois Institute of Public Health 
as a feature of the NNPHI Emerging Institute grant. 
 
The Institute is disseminating its annual Tennessee County Public Health 
Ranking and individual county profiles to various users across the state and has 
received attention from the press for this health education public service.  An 
example of such articles, a feature article in Nashville Medical News (June 2008), 
is attached. 
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