
Please wait... 
  
If this message is not eventually replaced by the proper contents of the document, your PDF 
viewer may not be able to display this type of document. 
  
You can upgrade to the latest version of Adobe Reader for Windows®, Mac, or Linux® by 
visiting  http://www.adobe.com/go/reader_download. 
  
For more assistance with Adobe Reader visit  http://www.adobe.com/go/acrreader. 
  
Windows is either a registered trademark or a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Mac is a trademark 
of Apple Inc., registered in the United States and other countries. Linux is the registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the U.S. and other 
countries.


Page  
Version 12/2015
Version 12/2015
Version 12/2015
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\Title Bar (Green Color Graphic).PNG
STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION 
SUITE 900 - JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 
505 DEADERICK STREET 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0334 
(615) 741-3655 
Transmittal Form
Transmittal Form
                                  Federal Highway Administration - Tennessee Division
                                  404 BNA Drive, Suite 508
                                  Nashville, TN 37217 
Subject
Enclosures
Submitted Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(c)
Environmental Commitments
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General Information 
Project Information
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Resurfacing
Right-of-Way
Construction
Federal 
State
Project Funding
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Project Description
The Environmental Division has reviewed the proposed project for compliance with environmental laws and regulations, and determined that the project meets the criteria for a Categorical Exclusion (CE) set forth in 23 CFR 771.117(c)(1), defined as: “Activities which do not involve or lead directly to construction, such as planning and research activities; grants for training; engineering to define the elements of a proposed action or alternatives so that social, economic, and environmental effects can be assessed; and Federal-aid system revisions which establish classes of highways on the Federal-aid highway system.” 
The project as proposed will not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment, and therefore does not require further environmental evaluation or review under the National Environmental Policy Act.
Project Location
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\Picture11.jpg
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\PictureA.jpg
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\PictureB.jpg
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\PictureC.jpg
C:\Users\jj05948\Desktop\NEPA Program Development\LiveCycle Designer Templates\Template Icons\Picture10.jpg
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Project Development 
Purpose 
Need
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Range of Alternatives
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Public Involvement 
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Project Design
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Grouped Scope of Work
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The Certified Scope of Work for Resurfacing Plan provided for each project
Resurfacing Items
Safety Upgrades  
 Drainage Maintenance 
Pedestrian Accessibility and Bicycle Accommodation 
Work Zone Safety  
Right-of-Way
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Permanent
Temporary  
R.O.W Acquisition 
Drainage Easements
Slope Easements
Construction Easements 
Total 
Relocations and Displacements
Relocations and Displacements      
Residential 
Business and Commercial
Non-Profit Organizations
Total
Access Control
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Traffic Control
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Environmental Studies
Water Resources
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Mitigation of impacts to water resources or natural habitat will be accomplished through avoidance and minimization of potential impacts during project design such as realignment and special design, construction features or other measures.  Permanent impacts will be mitigated through compensatory mitigation alternatives, improvements to existing water resources and natural habitat, or mitigation banking. 
Navigable Waterways
Protected Species
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Rare Species Dataviewer:
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS):
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Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency (TWRA):
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Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC):
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Floodplain Management
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These grouped resurfacing projects are in multiple locations and could potentially be located within the FEMA defined 100-year floodplain. However, the limited scope of work for these projects would not result in an increase in the regulatory floodway, cause more than a one foot rise in the surface elevation in the base floodplain, increase risk of damage to property and loss of human life, or result in the modification of a watercourse.
This project is located within the limits of the base floodplain, however the action would not involve significant encroachment and would not result in an increase in the designated regulatory floodway, cause more than a one foot rise in the surface elevation in the base floodplain, increase risk of damage to property and loss of human life, or result in the modification of a watercourse. 
This project is located within the limits of the base floodplain and the action may result in significant encroachment or otherwise be incompatible with floodplain development. This action may result in an increase in the designated regulatory floodway, cause more than a one foot rise in the surface elevation in the base floodplain, increase risk of damage to property and loss of human life, or result in the modification of a watercourse. These construction related impacts may produce adverse impacts to natural and beneficial floodplain values, pose significant risk of consequential flooding attributable to the encroachment, or may interrupt or terminate a transportation facility which is needed for emergency vehicles or as an evacuation route.
Air Quality
Transportation Conformity:
Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT):
Non-Attainment Area:
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Pollutant:
Noise
No significant noise impacts are anticipated for this project and a noise study is not needed. 
Farmland
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS):
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Section 4(f)
Section 6(f)
Cultural Resources
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Historical-Architectural:
Archaeology:
Historical-Architectural and Archaeology:
Cultural Resource Table
Type of Resource
Name of Resource
Determination of Effect 
Cultural Resource Mitigation:
Native American Consultation 
      Native American Consultation   
Sent
Response
Sent
Response
Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Cherokee Nation
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Chickasaw Nation 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
Shawnee Tribe
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians
Kialegee Tribal Town 
Other
Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma:
Cherokee Nation:
Chickasaw Nation:
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma:
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians: 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma:
Kialegee Tribal Town:
Muscogee (Creek) Nation:
Poarch Band of Creek Indians: 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma: 
Shawnee Tribe:
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town:
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians:
Other:
Environmental Justice
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Hazardous Materials
Environmental Commitments
Additional Environmental Issues
Additional Environmental Studies                  
Multimodal
Geotechnical
Visual Impacts
Indirect and Cumulative Impacts
Other
Multimodal Transportation
Geotechnical 
Visual Impacts
Indirect and Cumulative Impacts
Other Issues
Conclusion 
Determination
This federal-aid highway project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion under 23 C.F.R 771.117(d) and does not exceed the thresholds listed in Section IV(A)(1)(b) of the 2015 Programmatic Agreement between the Federal Highway Administration, Tennessee Division and the Tennessee Department of Transportation. The Department has determined that the specific conditions and criteria for these CE's are satisfied and that significant environmental impacts will not result from this action. This project is therefore designated as a Programmatic Categorical Exclusion and does not require Administration approval.
This federal-aid highway project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion under 23 C.F.R 771.117(d) and exceeds the thresholds listed in Section IV(A)(1)(b) of the 2015 Programmatic Agreement between the Federal Highway Administration, Tennessee Division and the Tennessee Department of Transportation. This project is therefore designated as a D-list Categorical Exclusion and requires Administration approval. 
This federal-aid highway project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion under 23 C.F.R 771.117(c) and does not exceed the thresholds listed in Section IV(A)(1)(b) of the 2015 Programmatic Agreement between the Federal Highway Administration, Tennessee Division and the Tennessee Department of Transportation. The Department has determined that the specific conditions and criteria for these CE's are satisfied and that significant environmental impacts will not result from this action. This project is therefore designated as a C-List Categorical Exclusion and does not require Administration approval.
These federal-aid highway projects qualify for a Categorical Exclusion under 23 C.F.R 771.117(c) and do not exceed the thresholds listed in Section IV(A)(1)(b) of the 2015 Programmatic Agreement between the Federal Highway Administration, Tennessee Division and the Tennessee Department of Transportation. The Department has determined that the specific conditions and criteria for these CE's are satisfied and that significant environmental impacts will not result from these actions. These projects are therefore designated as a Grouped C-List Categorical Exclusion and do not require Administration approval.
This state-funded highway project qualifies for an environmental evaluation under the Tennessee Department of Transportation's current environmental procedures. The Department has determined that this project will not limit  reasonable alternatives for federal-aid projects, that no federal agencies have significant influence over the outcome of the project, and that no significant environmental impacts will result from this action. This determination does not require Administration approval and has been documented in a Tennessee Environmental Evaluation Report.
Supporting Material
All source material and supporting information is included in the attachments and technical appendices. The attachments are located at the end of the environmental document and include information on funding, agency coordination, and memoranda. The technical appendices are compiled as a separate document and include the project plans, technical study reports and other information. 
Certification
By signing below, you certify that this document has been prepared in compliance with all applicable environmental laws, regulations and procedures. You can attest to the document's quality, accuracy, and completeness, and that all source material has been verified, compiled and included in the attachments and technical appendices.   
Submit for Review  
Modification Report
Project Location
Introduction
Background
Existing Conditions
Range of Alternatives
Existing Layout
Proposed Layout
Typical Section
Scope of Work
Non-Attainment
Project Overview
The following sections have been removed from the form:
Attachments
Table of Contents
Acronyms
STIP/TIP 
Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 2012 Memorandum of Agreement
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Tenneessee Wildlife Resource Agency Coordination
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Coordination
Cultural Resource Memorandum of Understanding 
TN State Historic Preservation Office Coordination
Environmental Commitment 
FEMA FIRM Map
Acronyms
AADT
Annual Average Daily Traffic
NRCS
Natural Resource Conservation Service
ADA
American Disabilities Act
NRHP
National Register of Historic Places
APE
Area of Potential Effect
PCE
Programmatic Categorical Exclusion 
BMP
Best Management Practice
PIN
Project Identification Number
CAA
Clean Air Act
PM
Particulate Matter
CE
Categorical Exclusion
PND
Pond
CEQ
Council of Environmental Quality
RCRA
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
CFR
Code of Federal Regulations
ROW
Right-of-Way
CMAQ
Congestion Management and Air Quality
ROD
Record of Decision 
DEIS
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
RPO
Rural Planning Organization 
FEMA
Federal Emergency Management Act
SIP
State Implementation Plan 
FONSI
Findings of No Significant Impact
SNK
Sinkhole 
EA
Environmental Assessment
SR
State Route
EIS
Environmental Impact Statement
STIP
State Transportation Improvement Plan
EJ
Environmental Justice
STR
Stream
EPA
Environmental Protection Agency
TDEC
T.N. Department of Environment and Conservation
EPH
Ephemeral Stream 
TDOT
Tennessee Department of Transportation 
FHWA
Federal Highway Administration 
TIP
Transportation Improvement Program 
FIRM
Flood Insurance Rate Map
SHPO
T.N. State Historic Preservation Office 
FPPA
Farmland Protection Policy Act
TPO
Transportation Planning Organization 
GHG
Greenhouse Gas
TVA
Tennessee Valley Authority 
GIS
Geographic Information System
TWRA
Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency
IAC
Interagency Consultation 
USDOT
U.S. Department of Transportation 
LWCF
Land and Water Conservation Fund
USACE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
LOS
Level of Service
USFWS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MOA
Memorandum of Agreement 
UST
Underground Storage Tank
MOU
Memorandum of Understanding 
VMT
Vehicle Miles Travelled
MPO
Metropoliton Planning Organization 
VPD
Vehicles Per Day
MSAT
Mobile Source Air Toxicity
WWC
Wet Weather Conveyance
NEPA
National Environmental Policy Act
State Transportation Improvement Program
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Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Memorandum of Agreement
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coordination
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Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency Coordination
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Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
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Floodplain Map
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Cultural Resources: MOU for Minor Transportation Projects
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State Historic Preservation Office Coordination
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Environmental Commitments
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ryan.collins@tn.gov
06/01/2015
Environmental Division
Ryan Collins
Categorical Exclusion Template
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