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Course Description
The Tennessee Student Success Course was developed through collaboration with the Tennessee Higher

Educat

ion Commission (THEC) and the Tennessee College Access and Success Network. The Tennessee

Student Success Course will provide students the opportunity to anticipate, plan, and prepare for a pathway
of their choice and the associated challenges of successfully adapting to the academic, social, and financial
demands of postsecondary education and/or training.

This course is intended to codify key knowledge, research, planning, and skill development that students in
Tennessee need in order to successfully transition from high school to postsecondary education and
training.

This course is designed as a 0.5 credit course.

Course Standards
Types of Postsecondary Education and Degrees

1)

5)

Define the concept of college, and understand that “college” is not just a four-year residential
university, but also includes technical and two-year colleges. Explain the correlation of
postsecondary education to personal health, employment opportunities, and job satisfaction.
Demonstrate advanced navigation skills of CollegeforTN.org by utilizing its tools to identify
postsecondary institutions that have specific characteristics including location, two-year or four-year
school, public or private institution, on- or-off campus housing, and cost per credit hour.

Identify the types of colleges available in Tennessee (community college, private non-profit, public
four-year, etc.) and describe the types of programs and degrees available at each school.
Demonstrate understanding of the concept of academic, financial, and social “fit" in postsecondary
education by analyzing admissions requirements, costs, financial aid, course and major offerings,
and/or support services for a variety of different types of schools.

Select an appropriate list of institutions to apply to given a specific aspiration and aligned goals and
complete and submit applications for chosen institutions.

Postsecondary Admissions and Financial Aid Application Processes

6)

7)

8)

Outline a timeline of the college admissions and financial aid application process that highlights
admissions requirements and target deadlines for college applications and FAFSA completion.
Analyze a financial aid award letter and identity what type(s) of financial aid the student is awarded.
Differentiate between an institution’s “sticker price” and “net price” for sample students with
different academic and socioeconomic backgrounds. Calculate the cost of attendance (net price),
total awarded loans, total gift aid, and other forms of financial assistance (e.g. work-study, stipends).
Identify any contingencies of the award letter such as if the aid is recurring, must be earned (i.e.
work-study), and/or is dependent on academic progress (e.g. full-time enrollment, maintaining a
specific GPA, submitting volunteer hours).
Differentiate the multiple types of financial aid available for postsecondary education, including
state and federal loans and grants, and programs specific to Tennessee such as Lottery Scholarship
and TN Promise. Summarize the academic, socioeconomic, and selection criteria requirements as
well as the application processes for students to be awarded each type of financial aid.
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9) Describe, evaluate, and compare to national averages and/or standards the quality of the student
outcomes of specific postsecondary institutions through analysis of publicly available data including
but not limited to: graduation rate, retention rate, job placement rate, average salary after attending,
percent of students paying down student debt, etc. using tools such as the U.S. Department of
Education’s College Scorecard (https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/).

10) Complete a free applications for federal student aid (FAFSA) application, as well as other appropriate
financial aid and scholarship applications, by associated deadlines.

Postsecondary Success

11) Investigate one or multiple postsecondary pathways of personal (student) choice determining
specific postsecondary training required, relevant early postsecondary opportunities or industry
certifications, variety of careers available for candidates with intended postsecondary training, and
job outlook for related industries and careers based on labor market data. Describe the enrollment
process, procedure for declaring a major/concentration/certification, campus housing and meal plan
options, campus resources, and student support services for the different types of institutions
including Tennessee College of Applied Technology, community college, and four-year college.

12) Demonstrate fluency of associated higher education vocabulary terms including but not limited to
bursar’s office, deans, academic chairs, registrar, office hours, academic standing, credit hours,
classification, colleges of study (e.g. liberal arts), etc.

13) Differentiate between the procedural norms of a high school and postsecondary institution, for
example, how to communicate with instructors/professors, register for classes, request tutoring or
academic support, request classroom accommodations based on specific learning need, create and
select courses in consultation with an advisor, and plan for large assignments.

14) Consider the personal responsibilities required for postsecondary academic success including
academic honesty, time management, organization and effective communication. Develop strategies
to fulfill each type of responsibility, citing advice from college students, professors, and additional
content experts.

15) Distinguish between a growth and fixed mindset, and the attributed characteristics of each type of
mindset of intelligence. Devise strategies to foster a growth mindset.

Aligned Tennessee Academic Standards
Tennessee Academic Standards for English Language Arts
Student assignments, projects, papers, presentations, assessments, and other course deliverables should be

aligned to appropriate, rigorous grade-level standards including but not limited to the following academic
standards for English Language Arts.

Language
e 11-12.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking; consider complex and contested matters of usage and convention.
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11-12.L.KL.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening; consult references for guidance, and apply an understanding of syntax to the
study of complex texts.

11-12.L.VAU.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances
in word meanings in grades 11-12 reading and content; interpret figures of speech in context and
analyze their role in a text; analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

11-12.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the post-secondary and workforce readiness
level; demonstrate independence in building vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Reading

11-12.R1.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text.

11-12.RLIKI.7 Evaluate the topic or subject in multiple diverse formats and media.

Speaking & Listening

11-12.SL.CC.1 Initiate and participate effectively with varied partners in a range of collaborative
discussions on appropriate 11t-12™ grade topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

11-12.SL.CC.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media formats in order
to make informed decisions and solve problems; evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source and note any discrepancies among the data.

11-12.SL.PKI.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning; address alternative or opposing
perspectives; and organize and develop substance and style appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

11-12.SL.PKI.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

11-12.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.
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Writing

11-12.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

11-12.W.PDW.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to
and including grades 11-12.)

11-12.W.PDW.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, utilizing ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.

11-12.W.RBPK.8 Use advanced searches effectively, assessing the credibility and effectiveness of
sources in answering a research question; integrate relevant and credible information selectively,
while avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for
citation.

11-12.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Tennessee Academic Standards for Mathematics
Wherever possible, the course should include and support practice using the following eight standards for
mathematical practice:

© No vk wN -~

Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
Model with mathematics.

Use appropriate tools strategically.

Attend to precision.

Look for and make use of structure.

Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

A full description of the standards for mathematical practice can be found
here: https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/sbe/attachments/4-15-16 V_A Math Standards Attachment.pdf.
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