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W H O L E  C H I L D

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 

BE EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE 

ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC 

NEEDS OF ALL STUDENTS

A C A D E M I C S

ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL HAVE 

ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION, 

NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE

E D U C ATO R S

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH FOR 

THE EDUCATION PROFESSION AND BE 

THE TOP STATE TO BECOME AND REMAIN 

A TEACHER AND LEADER

We will set all students on a path to success. 
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MARCH 5, 2020
COVID-19 Arrives 

in Tennessee
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Throughout the pandemic, many of our districts' top 
priority needs have aligned with priorities of the 

department's Best for All strategic plan.

TDOE's response preparation began before the first 
positive case in Tennessee.

Before COVID-19 and now, in all our work, our goal is 
to do what's best for kids.
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Communicated Closely with Schools & Districts

PARTNERSHIP

3x weekly communication 

with district leaders

Closure guidance documents
first set released

3/5/2020

Quickly stood up resources & partnerships

Crisis management

& response

TEACHING
TENNESSEE



© 2020 Tennessee Department of Education 

ESSER- Elementary 

& Secondary School 

Emergency Relief Fund

• $234M to districts - awarded by Title 1 

formula as required by U.S.ED, 
all funds were awarded to districts by 6/30

• $26M to TDOE

GEER- Governor’s Emergency 

Education Relief Fund

• $64M for K-12 & Higher Education

Federal Relief Funding 
Comes to Tennessee

CRF- Coronavirus Relief Fund

• $155M for K-12- includes

• $50M Tech Grant

• $15M Connectivity Grant

• $77M PPE for All Teachers
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K-12 Grants - $61M

• District Technology Grant- $50M

• LEA Reopening and Programmatic Supports 

- $11M

Higher Education 
Grants - $20M

• Social Distance Expenses

• Online Transition

Funding from Governor Lee 
for Tennessee Students
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2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR: Additional $200M+
to support school opening

• $77M+ full-year classroom disinfecting kits
for every classroom teacher in the state

• $50M district technology grant 
for districts to supply devices for students

• $15M district technology grant to purchase 
WiFi or MiFi devices for students

• $11M reopening grants to support districts’ 
continuous learning plan implementation

• $8M in funding to support districts 
in serving students with disabilities

• $2M Grown Your Own Grant to increase 
pathways to the teaching profession
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We’ve got our masks… 

We’re staying socially distanced… 

We’re washing our hands…

We’re using hand sanitizer… 

If people take those precautions, 

what we have seen is that it does 

protect them from the virus and it 

allows to keep learning going and 

to make sure our schools can 

stay open.

- COMMISSIONER SCHWINN

Leading by Example to Keep Schools Healthy & Safe
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School Opening for 2020-21
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Continuing to Work with Public Health 
Experts from TN’s Department of Health
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Continuous Learning Plans (CLP)

Tennessee is one of few states to require district 

learning plans for the 2020-21 school year.

Full or Conditional Approvals 
reached in 2 or less rounds of edits

All CLPs

Full 77%

ALL APPROVED

4 WAIVERS GRANTED

148 LEAs &113 Charters

Dept. of Correction, Dept. of Children’s Services, State Board of Education, Carroll County 
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TN’s Hub for Learning & Teaching

21,773 
UNIQUE USERS

250,000+ 
TOTAL PAGE VIEWS

cumulative data 8/6/20 - 9/9/20

Reaching Users in

ALL 50 States
& Washington D.C.

TOSS presentation on “Using the Best for All 
Central Hub for Remote Learning.” Over 130 
district members joined to learn more about 
best practices and resources.

OVER 1,200 RESOURCES
NOW AVAILABLE (WITH MORE BEING ADDED REGULARLY)
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More Tools & Resources

Innovative, Optional Assessment Platform 

to Determine Student Progress
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Update includes additional data 

around positive COVID-19 cases 

in districts and schools

Launched 
COVID-19 
District Info 
Dashboard

To protect individual privacy, schools 

with fewer than 50 students are not 

reported in this data. Further, for 

schools reporting a number that is fewer 

than five positive student or employee 

COVID-19 cases, the school will be listed 

without a specific number of cases for 

the category.



© 2020 Tennessee Department of Education 

• USDOE highlights TN for its school 

reopening efforts.

• Clinton City Schools highlighted as a 

national spotlight district to watch by the 

US Department of Education!

• Over a dozen states have reached-out 

to TN to learn from our best practices.

• TN most highlighted state for pandemic 

response in the country from CCSSO 
(National State Education Agency organization)

• TN highlighted in news and media:

Leading the Nation



© 2020 Tennessee Department of Education 

Advocating for Students

• Senate HELP Committee testimony, 

“COVID-19: Going Back to School Safely” 

• House Education & Labor subcommittee testimony, 

“How to Overcome Obstacles 

to Safely Reopen” 

• First Lady Melania Trump 

conference call with 

Governor Lee on 

child wellbeing in Tennessee

© 2020 Tennessee Department of Education 



© 2020 Tennessee Department of Education 

Timeline Overview
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Timeline Overview
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Timeline Overview
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Looking Ahead…



W H O L E  C H I L D

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 

BE EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE 

ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC 

NEEDS OF ALL STUDENTS

A C A D E M I C S

ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL HAVE 

ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION, 

NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE

E D U C ATO R S

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH FOR 

THE EDUCATION PROFESSION AND BE 

THE TOP STATE TO BECOME AND REMAIN 

A TEACHER AND LEADER

We will set all students on a path to success. 
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Thank You
#TNBestForAll


