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Problem We Are 
Trying to Solve
Learners need to gain new skills, reskill, 
or upskill across their lifetime.

Pathways are static and inflexible, presenting 
learners with fixed options that don't always 
consider their unique needs.

Academic achievements don't reflect the 
skills employers care most about.

Learners don't have the information or the tools to 
communicate the value of what 
they've achieved.

Learner records are flat, paper transcripts that tell 
little to nothing of a learner's journey.
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Enabling Pathways to Opportunity
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Surface credentials to a learner-owned 
record and achievement wallet

Provide powerful career and 
education pathway compassing

Build skills-denominated 
credentials



WGU Achievement Architecture

The design and configuration of academic achievements based on open
technical standards to enable the interoperability of skills, 

pathways, achievements, and records at scale for more equitable 
pathways to opportunity.
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Foundational Interoperability
Open Skills

Open 
Pathways

Open 
Achievements

Open 
Records

Enable digital 
assertions to a 
learner owned 
record.

Enable composition 
of personalized 
learning pathways.

Enable verifiable 
and sharable digital 
achievements.

Enable a common 
language of skills. 
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Rich Skill Descriptor (RSD)

A Rich Skill Descriptor (RSD) is made 
up of a contextualized skill statement 
and associated metadata that enables 
the interoperability of skills.
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Open Skills Management Tool (OSMT)
A free, open-source tool to facilitate the 
production of RSD-based open skills 
libraries

A branded hosting platform for your skills 
definitions, designed to fit seamlessly into 
existing technology infrastructure

Existing programs, curricula, and job 
descriptions can all use these open libraries

“Rosetta Stones” for understanding skills in a 
portable, machine-actionable way
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Required fields
Supporting metadata





Accelerate the adoption of 
skills-based education and hiring.

Accelerate

Reduce technological and 
operation barriers.

Reduce

Open more pathways to career 
opportunities for learners and workers.

Open

Establish a network of open 
skills libraries and skills data.

Establish

Build a community of partners 
to expand opportunity to all.

Build

OSN Goals



Partnered with 
more 750 

employers, 
educational 

organizations, 
and technology 

providers.

More than 1,700 
individual 

members from 
around the world.

Active work 
groups, including 

Governance, 
Technical, Policy, 

and Open 
Recognition.

Completed 14 
spring pilot 
projects to 

support ongoing 
RSD work with 

over 40 
collaborative 

partners.

OSN Accomplishments



Develop 
collaborative RSD 

libraries to publish 
for open use

Develop

Implement RSD data for 
a variety of use cases

Use Cases

Develop best 
practices for RSD 
implementation

Best Practices

Identify additional 
technology needs 

for RSD 
implementation to 

flourish

Flourish

OSN Skill Collaboratives



The Open Skills Network is the foundation for 
the future of equitable worker development. 

Learn more at Openskillsnetwork.org

https://www.openskillsnetwork.org/
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