
Tennessee’s Education Transformation
In December 2017, Stanford University’s Center for Education Policy Analysis released a data 
map demonstrating average test score growth rates in districts across the country. On the map, 

Tennessee stands out for its progress in education growth. 

Under the leadership of Governor Bill Haslam, Tennessee has emerged as a national 
model for education reform and student success. What was our path to success?

Provided every 
student with a 
path to college, 

tuition-free, through 
Tennessee Promise

Implemented a robust 
educator evaluation 
system so teachers 

can receive the right 
support to improve 

Invested an additional 
$1.3 billion in K-12 

education, including 
$450 million to 

teacher salaries

Improved student 
standards and 

developed assessments 
tied to accountability 

measures

Source: Stanford University, Center 
for Education Policy Analysis, 2017

Average Test Score Growth Rates (Math and Reading Averaged), 
US Public School Districts,  2009-2015

For more information, visit
www.tn.gov/governor
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What’s next? Stay the course on improvement and educational attainment. 
Maintain and build on the K-12 foundation of strong standards, aligned assessments and robust 
accountability | Continue toward state goal of ranking in the top half of states on NAEP | Ensure 

every student  is prepared and able to attend college and meet the goals of the Drive to 55


