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The additional components section is not scored this is feedback that you may or may not choose to revise in an effort to assist districts with their selections.
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SECTION |

Alignment to Shifts
Materials must meet 100% of the indicators in Section |.

The instructional shifts are key to understanding the increased rigor of the standards. They reflect the skills and knowledge students need to be successful in the
postsecondary or workforce arena. In an English language arts course, students should experience: building knowledge through content-rich literary and
informational text; regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary; and reading and writing grounded in evidence from both literary and

informational text.
Knowledge: Materials are specifically chosen to build o
o 1R q eets q Revised or " q
knowledge through content-rich literary and Reviewer . Evidence/Notes Publisher Comments Re-Review?
. - Expectations Referenced?
informational texts.
98 Yes g
a. Text sets: Materials provide a strategic sequence 96 Yes 9
of texts organized around a variety of concepts or 94 Yes g
topics. Students build knowledge systematically 105 Yes o
through interacting with the texts. ‘Although the program meets the requirements of this indicator, consider providing a rationale for the strategic
103 Yes sequencing and spiraling of the texts so teachers can have a deeper understanding of how information is intended to
Jbuild throughout the units.
98 Yes g
96 Yes 9
94 Yes g
105 Yes Meets the indicator but a suggestion for improvement would be to provide more explicit instructions in the TE for how.
b. Vocabulary: Materials prO\/ide dil’ect and Jto Emwde more direct instruction of vocabulary.
contextual instruction for Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary The materials did not consistently meet the cognitive demand of the vocabulary shift because the majority of activities
that supports knowledge building lacked rigor and did not require students to cite evidence and show how they knew the meaning of the word. For
. instance, on page 6 in the "Critical Vocabulary" activity, the fill in the blank questions are not text dependent or related
103 No to the text in any way. Additionally, during reading/contextual instruction was shallow and did not lead students in the
thought process of finding the meaning of words in context. There are no direct instructions for teachers other than a
few brief various forms of questioning at the end of each text. To improve consider adding more in-depth teacher facing
materials with lesson plans and directions for teachers to help students overcome confusion. Rationale for the selection
of Tier 2 and Tier 3 words could also be included.
) . 98 Yes 9
c. End-of-unit/culminating tasks: Materials provide % Ves ]
students with multiple opportunities to demonstrate
o . . 94 Yes 9
their literacy skills and convey their knowledge
PR 0]
acquisition. 105 Yes
103 Yes 9
Text Complexity: Materials ensure students engage in o Revised
i . . N . eets . evised or . .
regular practice with complex text and its academic Reviewer . Evidence/Notes Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
vocabulary.
d. Anchor Texts are at grade level as determined by 98 Yes 9
quantitative and qualitative measurements. See 96 Yes 9
Appendix A of the Tennessee English Language Arts 94 Yes g
Standards for further guidance on text complexity 105 Yes g
metrics. 103 Yes o
98 Yes [
96 Yes [
94 Yes [
. . X 105 Yes 0
e. Textplays a central role in the English class period. =i p - =
students have the ability to choose short texts on their Lexile levels and students also have access to
novels to read independently through the Digital Library. However the materials lack teacher directions,
103 No lesson plans, and structures for when and how to implement independent reading into the class period.
A suggested idea for revision is to include teacher facing materials with instructions on how to build
stamina in independent reading so that students grow their ability to read for longer sustained periods
98 Yes [
f.  Text selection should include a balanced 9 Yes 9
representation of both literature and informational text 94 Yes 9




across the year as indicated by the grade-level 105 Yes o
standards. Although the materials do meet the indicator, to improve, consider including more narrative nonfiction
103 Yes texts in the selections in order to address the specific Tennessee standards. There are only two examples|
of narrative nonfiction throughout the entire textbook and one of them is an optional online selection.
Evidence: Materials ensure that reading and writing are| Meets .
grounded in evidence from both literary and Reviewer s Evidence/Notes Revised or Re-Review?
informational text. Referenced? Publisher Comments
98 Yes [
g. Text-dependent questions :
*Most questions and tasks require students to draw on 96 Yes o
textual evidence to support inferences and conclusions.
+High-quality questions are strategically sequenced to 2 WS ’
scaffold students in building a deeper understanding of 105 Yes o
a text. T T T e T 2T TS T T e T T T, T T OV, T TS e e O e e eSO TrTare
103 Yes require students to select the best text evidence in order to enhance the alignment to state standards
98 Yes [
h.  Writing to sources: The majority of writing tasks 96 Yes o
require students to respond to texts and/or include 94 Yes o
textual evidence. 105 Yes o
103 Yes [
98 Yes [
i.  Evidence-based discussions: Materials provide 96 Yes 9
students regular and frequent opportunities to engage 94 Yes o
in collaborative discussions that are grounded in text. 105 Yes (r;/:(e::lr;isnd\ca(or but a suggestion for improvement would be to increase the frequency of
103 Yes [
Additional comments: Reviewer |Evidence/Notes
98 0 Total indicators to be re-reviewed:
96 0
Additional comments on the three instructional = 7
shifts within the materials:
105 ’
103 0
Materials meet 100% alignment with Section I: . .
e . . ) Reviewer Aligned
Shifts in instruction?
98 Pass
This means that all boxes in this section were marked 96 Pass
“yes” and no boxes were marked “no”. If any boxes 94 Pass
are marked “No", then this program does not pass. 105 Pass
103 Fai
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SECTION Il

Alignment to Tennessee English Language Arts Standards

Materials must meet at least 90% of indicators in Section Il.

The instructional materials represent alignment with the Tennessee English Language Arts Standards and explicitly focus teaching and learning on the grade-
level standards, at the rigor necessary for students to reach mastery. Tennessee expects the full breadth and depth of the standards to be taught in an
integrated and spiraled manner throughout the school year.

. Meets . Revised or . q
READING STANDARDS Reviewer R Evidence/Notes Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
Standard 1 98 Yes o
Category
i : 6.RL.KID. i 96 Yes 0|
Key/Ideas and Details thsl:turT 6. RL‘ KI{D 1 Anal.yze whatt a ‘textjays etpllcwt\y
T an ratw ogl‘ca‘m erences; cite textual evidence to 94 Yes 0f
Read closely to determine support conclusions. 105 Yes 0
i 103 Yes wr: :waferla,: e ‘rAme m’:\uevu‘l Du(fnj q\je*[\on‘ ['r:‘a[ rfquwe *(:Jue*n( 1
to make logical inferences 98 Yes 0
Homliieie specwf\.c.textual Informational Text: 6.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says 96 Yes 0
evidence when writing or X X
explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual 94 Yes of
P SpeRE evidence to support conclusions.
conclusions drawn from the ’ 105 Yes g
T TITETETTaTS 00 TTTEet TTE STanaaT o DUt e qUeStomS Tt TEqUTE SenTs 1o
text. 103 Yes o o e At o siog
98 Yes 0|
Standard 2 Literature: 6.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central 96 Yes 0|
Category idea of a text and analyze its development over the 94 Yes 0
Key Ideas and Details course of the text; provide an objective summary. 105 Yes 0
Cornerstone |
‘ 103 No Standard 6.RL.KID.2 does not meet the cognitive
Determine central ideas or
themes of a text and analyze 98 Yes 0
their development; Informational Text: 6.RI.KID.2 Determine a central idea 96 Yes 0|
summarize the key of a text and how it is conveyed through details; provide 94 Yes 0
supporting details and ideas. Jan objective summary. 105 Yes 0
103 No Standard 6.RL.KID.2 does not meet the cognitive
98 Yes 0|
SETES Literature: 6.RL.KID.3 Describe how the plot of a story 96 Yes 0|
Category or d;ama unftollds, ;astwell as Tow thde chara‘ctte.rs respond 94 Yes of
Key Ideas and Details or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 105 Yes o
Cornerstone 103 Yes 0
Analyze how and why 98 Yes 0
:d\vlwdua\s,devetnts, end |dess Informational Text: 6.RI.KID.3 Analyze in detail how a 96 Yes 0
SEEENE I A key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 94 Yes 0f
course of a text.
and developed in a text. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
Standard 4 Literature: 6.RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words 98 Yes 9
Category and phrases as they are used in a text, including 96 Yes 0
Craft and Structure figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 94 Yes 0f
Cornerstone of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 105 Yes 0
Interpret words and phrases Jallusions to other texts. 103 Yes COTISTaeT TS TTOTE OPPOTTTTIIES TOT STUTENTS 1O aTmotate 10T UNRNOWIT,
as they are used in a text, bl deand bl b Lol =
including technical, 98 Yes g
connotative, and figurative  |Informational Text: 6.RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of| 96 Yes 0
meanings, and analyze how [words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 94 Yes of
specific word choices shape [figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 105 Yes 0
meaning or tone. 103 Yes o
Standard 5 Literature: 6.RL.CS.5 Analyze h | 2 res .
Category iterature: 6.RL.CS. nayze ow a particular sentence, 96 Yes 0
chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of
Craft and Structure 94 Yes 0
a text and contributes to the development of the theme,
Cornerstone i 105 Yes 0
setting, or plot.
Analyze the structure of texts,
. 7 - 103 Yes 0|
including how specific
98 Yes 0|

sentences, paragraphs, and




Informational Text: 6.R1.CS.5 Analyze how a particular

! tions of a text (e, e 96 Yes 9
arge;por |:nsto ABL(EF sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the o2 Y 3
atsec e Ic talz e sienteh, O |overall structure of a text and contributes to the es
SENHE) LR e Cier development of the ideas. 105 Yes 9
and the whole. 103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0|
Literature: 6.RL.CS.6 Explain how an author establishes 96 Yes 0|
Standard 6 and conveys the point of view of the narrator or speaker 94 Yes 0
Category in a text. 105 Yes 0
Craft and Structure
103 Yes 0|
Cornerstone
Assess how point of view or 98 Yes g
purpose shapes the content [Informational Text: 6.RI1.CS.6 Determine an author's 96 Yes 0
and style of a text. point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 94 Yes of
conveyed in a text. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
TG UETT ITIETE e TTITTIPTE SCtTITTES PTOVITeg T e YT ToT STUaenTs 10
] ‘ 98 No : v ot e o e
Standard 7 Literature: 6.RL.IKI.7 Compare and contrast the written 96 Yes 0
Category version of a story, drama, or poem to the experience of o4 N T T OTC Ao T TS IOt TTeT TOT TS StaTaara. WWITTE STOaeTTS aTe Proviaea mupre.
Integration of Knowledge and [listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live production © hnisiac - lacl. loud L ntan
Ideas : 105 Yes 0|
Cialiext rnematerials ao normeettne cOgnitive aemand or Standard RL.IKL 7 Decalse
Cornerstone 103 No
Integrate and evaluate 98 Yes
content presented in diverse |Informational Text: 6.RI.IKL.7 Integrate information 96 Yes
formats and media, including |presented in different media or formats, such as in o2 Y
visually and quantitatively, as Jtables, images, diagrams, and words to develop a es
well as in words. coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 105 Yes
103 Yes
Standard 8
Category
Integration of Knowledge and |Literature: Not applicable
Ideas
Cornerstone
Delineate and evaluate the o8 Yes ]
argument and specific claims Informational Text: 6.RI.IKI.8 Trace and evaluate the 96 Yes 0
in a text, including the validity Jargument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing o2 Y 3
of the reasoning as well as claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from &
the relevance and sufficiency [claims that are not. 105 Yes g
lof the evidence 103 Yes g
98 Yes 0|
Standard 9 B .
Catego: Literature: 6.RL.IKI.9 Compare and contrast texts in 96 Yes 0f
Integ%atr\Zn F e d‘\ffelre::‘forms ordgfnres in terms of their approaches to 94 Yes of
s similar themes and topics. 105 Yes o
Cornerstone 103 Yes 0|
Analyze how two or more 98 Yes 0
texts address similar themes || ¢ 2 tional Text: 6.RLIKLY Compare and contrast 96 Yes 0|
or topics in order to build . .
two or more authors’ presentation of the same topic or 94 Yes 0f
knowledge or to compare the -
approaches an author takes. ’ 105 Yes 9
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0|
Standard 10 Literature: 6.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a 96 Yes 0
Category variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text o4 Y d
Range of Reading and Level [complexity band proficiently, with a gradual release of es
of Text Complexity scaffolding at the high end as needed. 105 Yes 9
Cornerstone 103 Yes 0|
Read and comprehend 98 Yes 0
complex literary and Informational Text: 6.RI.RRTC.10 Read and 96 Yes 0
informational texts comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout o2 Y 3
independently and the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a &
proficiently. gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed. 105 Yes 9
103 Yes 0|
. Meets . Revised or .
SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS Reviewer e —_— Evidence/Notes R— Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Xpectations ?
Standard 1
98 Yes o

Category

Famnrahancian and




CUlpIEnEIBIVI anu

Collaboration 96 Yes
Cornerstone 6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 6th
Prepare for and participate  |grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with
N i a0 . 94 Yes
effectively in a range of varied partners, building on others' ideas and expressing
conversations and one’s own ideas clearly.
collaborations with varied 105 Yes
partners, building on others’
ideas and expressing their 103 Yes
own clearly and persuasively.
GTe TOT IMpTOvement. MOST of the OPPOTTUNITIEs Nave STUGENTs COMPArng tex
Standard 2 98 Yes with another text. It is suggested that more opportunities be added for students
Category o compare toytwith ather non.nrint media
Comprehe‘nswon and 96 Yes
Collaboration o
6.SL.CC.2 Interpret information presented in diverse
Cornerstone ) A )
media formats; explain how source information 94 Yes
Integrate and evaluate ) ) )
. contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
information presented in
diverse media formats, such 105 Yes
as visual, quantitative, and STmiTarTy 10 6.RL.IKT.7, WhiTe Students are being exposed to and terpretng
oral formats. 103 No information presented in diverse media formats (ex. poems, videos, fairytales,
Ll o the materiale do not moeat thic indicator by T
98 Yes
Standard 3
Category 9 Yes
Comprehension and
Collaboration 6.SL.CC.3 Explain a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 94 Yes
Cornerstone )
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of
view, reasoning, and use of 105 Yes
evidence and rhetoric.
103 Yes
Standard 4 o8 v
Category es
Presentation of Knowledge
and Ideas
S 6.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas 9% Yes
- logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and
Present information, findings, .
X details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use 94 Yes
LRI appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
such that listeners can follow |77 P U o] '
) pronunciation.
the line of reasoning; the 105 Yes
organization, development,
and style are appropriate to
yie ar€ approp 103 Yes
task, purpose, and audience.
Standard 5 98 Yes
Category
Presentation of Knowledge 96 Yes
and Ideas
Cornerstone 6.SL.PKI.5 Include multimedia components and visual o4 v
Make strategic use of digital |displays in presentations to clarify information. €S
media and visual displays of
data to express information 105 Yes
and enhance understanding
of presentations. 103 Yes
Standard 6
Category 98 Yes
Presentation of Knowledge
and Ideas 96 Yes
Cornerstone 6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
Adapt speech to a variety of |tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 94 Yes
contents and communicative Jindicated or appropriate.
tasks, demonstrating 105 Yes
command of formal English
when indicated or
103 Yes
appropriate.
. Meets . Revised or .
WRITING STANDARDS Reviewer Evidence/Notes w0 P Publisher Comments Re-Review?
eferenced?

Expectations




reasons and relevant evidence.

Note for improvement: WTTP.1.h: It is suggested that lessons be added that

organization are appropriate

. 98 Yes provide more explicit instruction on sentence structure and how that can be
a. Introduce claim(s). .
) . applied to varying sentences.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant,
Standard 1 sufficient evidence; acknowledge alternate or opposing
Category claim(s). 96 Yes o
Text Types and Protocol c. Organize the reasons and evidence clearly and clarify
Cornerstone the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
Write arguments to support |d. Use credible sources and demonstrate an 04 v .
A q es
claims in an analysis of understanding of the topic or source material.
substantive topics or texts, e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that
using valid reasoning and supports the argument presented.
relevant and sufficient f. Use precise language and content-specific vocabulary. 105 Yes of
evidence. g. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. Overall the materials do not meet the demands of standard 6.W.TTP.2. At the 6th
h. Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning grade level, students are being asked for the first time to address counterclaims.
3 103 No
and reader interest. Therefore, much guidance for both teachers and students must be present. For
i instance in SE page 160-162, students are told to "Be sure to--" address
16 W ﬁ'&i ﬁn%e |nformaf|ve}exp ana%ory Texts (o
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and Note for improvement: WTTP.2.i: It is suggested that lessons be added that
information through the selection, organization, and 98 Yes provide more explicit instruction on sentence structure and how that knowledge
analysis of relevant content. can be applied to varying sentences.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, using the introduction to
Standard 2 P! b ) 8
— prepare the reader for what is to follow.
gory b. Organize ideas, concepts, and information using 92 Yes 0
Text Types and Protocol | )
effective strategies to create cohesion and aid in
Cornerstone
Write comprehension.
c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions,
informative/explanatory texts R
X concrete details, quotations, or other information and
to examine and convey 94 Yes 0
examples.
complex ideas and
X X d. Thoroughly and accurately explain and elaborate on
information clearly and
the evidence provided, demonstrating a clear
accurately through the ) .
understanding of the topic and the source material.
effective selection, ) .
. . e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion. 105 Yes 0
organization, and analysis of X
f. Include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when
content. .
appropriate. [The materials meet every demand of this robust standard except 6.W.TTP.2.g and
8. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and 6.W.TTP.2.i. In regards to 6.W.TTP.2.h, throughout the materials, students are told
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 103 No to use transition words, given a short list of examples, but not given instruction
h. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. on how and when to implement them. In the Writing Studio, students get a lesson
i, Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning and Jthat includes models, practice and guidance on what transition words are and
6.W.TTP.3 Write narratives (fiction and nonfiction) to
pra— - g X Note for improvement: WTTP.3.f: It is suggested that lessons be added that
5% ‘?p (KD @ RS eXpe"e”C?S o EVE”FS WS 98 Yes provide more explicit instruction on crafting conclusions that reflect on the
effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and narrated experiences or events
well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context
Standard 3 838 ) Y g
and point of view and introducing a speaker/narrator 926 Yes 0
Category )
and/or participants/characters.
Text Types and Protocol )
b. Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally
Cornerstone
X and logically.
Write narratives to develop .
. . c. Create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 94 Yes 0)
real or imagined experiences R )
R R d. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,
or events using effective .
. and description when appropriate, to develop
techniques, well-chosen
experiences, events, and/or characters.
details, and well-structured
e. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses 105 Yes 0
event sequences. )
to convey sequence and signal shifts and show the
relationships among experiences and events. TTTE TTTeTETTeTS TTEET SVETy OaTTaT O TS TODUST Stamoars EXCEpt IoT O T PS¢
f. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that reflects and 6.W.TTP.3.f. It does not meet these aspects of the standard because while the
on the narrated experiences or events. 103 No prompts, rubrics, and checklists in the SE tell students that they should use
N N specific transition words, they do not tell them how to use them. The Writing
ls- Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive » " L P s L.
Standard 4
Category 98 Yes 0
Production and Distribution
of Writing 6.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which 96 Yes 0
Cornerstone the development, organization, and style are appropriat:
Produce clear and coherent  |to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 94 Yes ]
writing in which the expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1
development and 3 above.) 105 Yes ol




to task, purpose, and

103 Yes
Jaudience
Standard 5 08 Yes
Category
Production and Distribution |6.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers 96 Yes
of Writing and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
Cornerstone planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 04 Y
Develop and strengthen approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate S
writing as needed by command of Foundational Literacy standard 6 and
planning, revising, editing, Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6.) 105 Yes
rewriting, or trying a new
approach. 103 Yes
Standard 6 o8 Yes
Category
Production and Distribution
" ) 96 Yes
of Writing 6.W.PDW. 6 Use technology, including the Internet, to
Cornerstone produce and publish writing and to collaborate with o4 v
Use technology, including the Jothers; type a complete product in a single sitting as €S
Internet, to produce and defined in W.1-3.
publish writing and to 105 Yes
interact and collaborate with
others. 103 Yes
[Standard 7
Category 98 Yes
Research to Build and
Present Knowledge 96 Yes
Cornerstone 6.W.RBPK.7 Conduct research to answer a question,
Conduct short as well as drawing on multiple sources and refocusing the inquiry 94 Yes
more sustained research when appropriate.
projects based on focus 105 Yes
=S s ClamEE g TTIE TIaTeT1aTs G0 MOt TECT tNe COgNITIVE Gemand of Stanaard o.W.REPK.
new understanding of the 103 No because while there were opportunities for research throughout the materials
lsubject under investigation ihar latadiotbatagic th lipitad tpitiac forchdantc
98 Yes
Standard 8
Category % Yes
Research to Build and . X
6.W.RBPK.8 Integrate relevant and credible information
Present Knowledge . i
A from print and digital sources; quote or paraphrase the 94 Yes
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
Integrate relevant and and providing basic bibliographic information for
credible information from i E ERE 105 Yes
sources.
multiple print and digital
sources while avoiding 103 Yes
plagiarism.
Standard 9 98 Yes
Categoryl
Research to Build and
6.W.RBPK.9 Support interpretations, analyses, 96 Yes
Present Knowledge . )
reflections, or research with evidence found in literature
Cornerstone ) 94 Yes
R . or informational texts, applying grade 6 standards for
Draw evidence from literary "
reading.
or informational texts to & 105 Yes
support analysis, reflection,
and research. 103 Yes
Standard 10 o8 v
Category s
Range of Writing
Cornerstone 96 Yes
Write routinely over extended X X
! 6.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames
time frames (time for 3 )
R and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific 94 Yes
research, reflection, and
. tasks, purposes, and audiences.
revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a 105 Yes
day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and
103 Yes

audiences.




creening instryment)

. Meets . Revised .
LANGUAGE STANDARDS Reviewer K Evidence/Notes evisec or Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
Language Standard 1: 6.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 98 Yes ol
Conventions of Standard of standard English grammar and usage. a. When 96 Yes 0
English reading or listening, explain the function of pr o2 Y 3
(pronoun case, intensive pronouns, pronoun- €S,
Cornerstone: Demonstrate Jantecedent agreement). b. When writing or s 105 Yes 9
) . TECTTETS OTTTET aTT oV StTENETS T OTTeTenT aTeas OT TSt etrom, T
command of the use pronouns (pronoun case, intensive pronouns, 103 Yes N " . g P "
[Tanguage stanaara 2. -
A a4 6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions 98 Yes 0f
Conventions of Standard . (Tt t] q
English of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 926 Yes of
spelling. When reading or writing, explain the 94 Yes a
N — functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set
) off parenthetical elements and use them correctly to 105 Yes 0
command of the
. o |9oso 103 Yes 0
Knowledge of Language 98 Yes 9
6.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, vary sentence 926 Yes 0
Cornerstone: Apply patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and 94 Yes 0
knowledge of language to [style; maintain consistency in style and tone. 105 Yes 3
understand how language
P 103 Yes 0
Language Standard 4: 6.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 98 Yes ol
Vocabulary Acquisition and ' and multi ing words and phrases 96 Yes 0
Use based on 6th grade-level text by choosing flexibly o2 Y 3
from a range of strategies. a. Use context as a clue to €S,
Cornerstone: Determine or |the meaning of a word or a phrase. b. Use 105 Yes 9
clarify the meaning of |grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues 103 Yes 0
Language Standard 5: 98 Yes ol
Vocabulary Acquisition and |6.L.VAU.5 When reading, listening, writing, and 96 Yes 0
Use speaking, explain the function of figurative o2 Y 3
word relationships, and c d ion and £
Cornerstone: Demonstrate Juse them correctly and effectively. 105 Yes 9
understanding of figurative 103 Yes 0
L Standard 6:
anguage Stan aArA N 6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade- 98 Yes 9
Vocabulary Acquisition and . . . o
o= appropriate general academic and domain-specific 96 Yes 0f
words and phrases; P y g 94 Yes of
hen considering a word or phrase important to
Cornerstone: Acquire and . ! N ingaw ) P Imp! 105 Yes 0
comprehension or expression.
use accurately a range of 103 Yes 0
Additional Comments Reviewer Evidence/Notes
98 0 Total indicators to be re-reviewed:
96 0
Additional Comments on Section Il Standards 94 0
105 0
103 0
Alignment with Section II: ELA Standards. Reviewer Aligned
N T TToTE than 2" No 98 BiEs
boxes are marked, then this program does not pass. % Pass
(Note: Reading Literature and Reading Informational Text count as separate o B
ass
standards. If the screening instrument was checked “no” for 2 Reading Literature
standards and 3 Informational Text standards, then it would NOT pass the 105 Pass
103 Fail
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SECTION 11l
High-Quality Instruction: Unit Design, Text Sets, Questions, and Tasks
Materials meet at least 80% of indicators in Section Il.

Standards are taught in an integrated fashion to support students in developing proficiency as readers and writers as they make meaning of texts through reading,
writing, speaking and listening. Instructional decisions for standards instruction centers on the texts that have been selected to strategically build students’ knowledge,
and the standards are spiraled throughout the year to promote continued practice and application with ever increasing text complexity.
A q q q Revised or . .
Indicator Reviewer Meets Expectations |Evidence/Notes Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Referenced?
[ATNoUgEN the (exts are organized around a theme and an essental qUestons, tere do Not appear o De expiait
o8 N enduring understandings presented. It is suggested that enduring understandings be presented at the
© beginning of each unit along with the essential questions and unit themes that are already embedded in the
o
a. Units are built around a concept, topic, or 96 Yes 0
theme, and include essential questions and o4 Yes o
enduring understandings.
B B 105 Yes B
On pages TE UT, pg. 1 and at the beginning of each unit, the topic and essential question of the Unft is
103 No introduced. However, units lack enduring understandings. A suggested idea for revision is to include enduring
ineachunit
98 Yes of
. 96 Yes o
b. Each lesson integrates two or more strands of
N 94 Yes of
the Tennessee English Language Arts standards.
105 Yes 0|
103 Yes of
98 Yes 0|
c.  Most texts used for core instruction must be 96 Yes 0
authentic and previously published. All 94 Yes ol
commissioned texts are of publishable quality. 105 Yes o
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes of
d. Materials provide a wide array of texts and 96 Yes o
genres, including full-length texts and strategically 94 Yes ol
excerpted texts. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes of
98 Yes 0|
e. Materials include texts that are culturally 96 Yes ol
relevant and/or are reflective of the varied 94 Yes 0
experiences of adolescents. 105 Yes o
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes of
f.  Materials provide high-quality texts from
_ pre si-quatity 96 Yes 9
diverse and multicultural perspectives (e.g.,
. . . 94 Yes of
gender, cultural, age, geographical) while appealing
to students’ interests. 105 eS| 4
103 Yes of
Note for improvement: While opportunities are provided in the text for varied readings of the text, there do not
98 Yes appear to be many opportunities for true small group readings. There are some instances where small groups
are asked to revisit the text but it is suggested that some opportunities for small group first reads be added.
) - 0
g. Students have varied opportunities to engage g5 es
with text, such as read-alouds, small-group 94 Yes 9
reading, and independent reading. 105 Yes 9
T T T T DT P DT TS T STeTeTeT TS T T T T Tre Ty, DUTer TEreT ey T T ITeTs:
and interact with texts in small groups, there are no opportunities or embedded guidance for small group
103 No lessons with the teacher. A suggested idea for improvement is to include teacher facing materials and lessons
for small-group reading and independent reading versus just an explanation of a small group activity in bullet
" Ioi2 oo o0




98 Yes of
h.  Materials include multiple opportunities for % Yes £
students to engage in repeated reads of a text with
varying purposes for each reading (i.e., close o1 VeS| 4
reading). 105 eS| 4
103 Yes of
98 Yes 0|
i.  Materials provide instructions, accountability 96 Yes ol
structures, and recommended texts to support 94 Yes ol
students in reading a high volume of text. 105 Yes o
103 Yes 0|
) ) - 98 Yes 0|
j.  Materials embe.d regl.JIar opportunities for % Yes 3
students to engage in writing as they respond to
reading, synthesize learning, and explain their o1 VeS| g
thinking. 105 MEs g
103 Yes 0|
o . » . 98 Yes 0|
k. Within and across units, writing assignments, % Yes p
including both shorter on-demand writing, and
lengthier, recursive, process-based writing, o4 s £
progress in breadth, depth, and development. 105 es 4
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes of
I. Writing tasks are balanced across writing 96 Yes o
modes (narrative, informative/explanatory, 94 Yes 0
argument). 105 Yes o
103 Yes of
98 Yes 0|
m. Writing mini-lessons provide explicit 96 Yes ol
instruction about the writing process, 94 Yes ol
organization/structure, and writing craft. 105 Yes o
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes of
n. Instruction in conventions, syntax, and style is 96 Yes 0
direct and contextual (mentor texts), increases in
sophistication, and is applied to authentic writing e e i
experiences. 105 Yes o
103 Yes of
98 Yes 0|
96 Yes of
o. Explicit vocabulary instruction includes
morphology and Latin or Greek roots. e ues i
105 Yes of
T R DT T ST T BT T T DT OOy T C T G R TODTS ZXTTS TTT T GTaTTTaTSTCTaTs PoTeroTT
103 Yes of the materials and intermittently throughout the textbook, consider including more teacher facing materials
(oo s (el v ettt ctrmre
98 Yes of
p. Materials provide instruction in specific
academic language and structures associated with 96 Yes 9
different modes of writing (e.g. use of flashback in
narrative, chronological vs. descriptive techniques 2 Vs i
in informative/explanatory, and rhetoric in 105 Yes o
opinion/argumentative).
103 Yes of
98 Yes of




g. Lessons promote academic discussions 96 Yes 0
around appropriate grade-level concepts and texts
and include listening prompts, questions, and
evaluation tools to strengthen students’ ability to e Y& i
listen to and respond in increasingly sophisticated
ways with relevant evidence. 105 Yes o
103 Yes 0
98 Yes of
r. Units and lessons clearly consider student 926 Yes 0
learning differences in the design of instruction,
activities, and the classroom environment to
provide access for all students, including English ol Vs i
Learners, students with disabilities, and students
performing below grade level. 105 Yes ol
103 Yes of
s.  Formative and summative assessments are 98 e :
embedded throughout instructional materials and
include multiple methods to measure what 926 Yes 0
students know and are able to do. Possible
formats include, but are not limited to, checks for
understanding, pre-assessments, student self- o VES §
assessments, selected response (multiple choice,
multiple select), constructed responses (short and 105 Yes 0|
extended), performance tasks, open-ended
questions, etc. 103 Yes q
98 Yes of
96 Yes of
t.  Publisher-produced assessment alignment
documents clearly indicate which standards are
being addressed by specific questions, tasks, and ol Vs i
assessment items.
105 Yes of
103 Yes of
Additional Comments: Reviewer Evidence/Notes
98 Total indicators to be re-reviewed:
96
Additional comments about high-quality
instruction within the materials: 94
105
103
Alignment with Section I11 Reviewer Aligned
Materials meet at least 80% alignment with Section % Pass
III: High-Quiality instruction? 96 Pass
This means no more than 4 indicators were i Pass
marked no in Section Ill. If more than 4 “No” boxes 105 Pass
are marked, then this program does not pass.
103 Pass
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SECTION IV: Additional Components

These components are areas that districts consider when making purchasing decisions to meet the unique needs of their districts. Although these additional components do not
prevent publishers from being on the state-approved adoption list, they do provide districts with additional information to use during their decision-making process.

Meet: i
Teacher Support Reviewer ee s Evidence/Notes AT Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
98 Yes 0
96 Yes 0
94 Yes 0
105 Yes 0
Teacher-facing materials provide background information about
a.  Teacher-facing materials provide background the author of each text, however materials do not consistently
inf ti bout iousl! blished texts, . . .
information about previously published texts include further background on content, context, or information
including author, content, context, and . . . o
information about illustrations, if any, to support about illustrations or photographs. Consider providing further
teacher delivery of lessons. 103 No background information about the content, content and
illustrations in order to help teachers deepen their understanding
of the topics they are teaching and become the experts in the
room. By being the experts in the room on the topic, teachers are
then able to foresee common misconceptions and
misunderstandings before they arise.
98 Yes 0
b. Close reading passages include extensive 96 Yes 0
annotations aligned to the Tennessee English 94 Yes 0|
Language Arts Standards. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0
¢ Standards and learning objectives in teacher-| 96 Yes 0
facing materials are explicitly and readily 94 Yes 0|
identifiable. 105 Yes ol
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0
96 Yes 0
Some similar topics are addressed, however, minimal correlations can be
made to non-ELA 6th grade subject standards. Connections are not
94 No documented. Consider revising to include informational text with strong
support to TN 6th grade Science and Social Studies standards.
105 Yes 0




d.  When appropriate, topics and/or enduring
understandings are connected to grade-level
content from other Tennessee Academic
Standards (e.g., science, social studies, health, and
fine arts). Standards connections are clearly
documented.

While there may be tangential connections between the texts within the
materials and other Tennessee Academic Standards, there are no clearly
documented connections made for the teacher to help them guide the
students in making connections across content areas. For instance, in Unit 1
the text "Wired for Fear" discusses the human brain which could be related
to science; however, students learn more about the human body and
human anatomy in 7th grade science in Tennessee. Therefore, texts are

103 No mostly tangentially related to other content areas rather than grade-level
content from other Tennessee Academic Standards. To improve, consider
making connections between the texts and the contents more clear,
providing teacher facing materials to help teachers prompt student thinking
in order to make those connections, and find places in the materials where
the texts or skills are connected to other grade-level content and draw a
clear connection (for instance Unit 2 could be connected to TN Science
standard 6.ESS3.3.)

98 Yes 0
This textbook does not meet this indicator because there are no specific
examples or models of teacher think-alouds. A suggested idea for revision is

) ) 96 No to include explicit direction on how to model the think-aloud process for
e Lessons |nf:|ude tea.che?r thlnk.-alouds tf_) novice teachers and sample think-alouds that relate to the texts that
model appropriate application of literacy skills. teachers can use during instruction.

94 Yes 0

105 Yes 0

103 Yes 0
Note for improvement: Student misconceptions are only addressed twice

08 Yes and only once does it lay out what those possibly misconceptions are. On
top of that these misconceptions are specific to ESL students only. It would
be helpful to address misconceptions that other students might have as well
This textbook meets this indicator, however, the guidance is limited. A

f.  Teacher-facing materials provide guidance suggested idea for improvement is to include more suggestions for helping
to support teachers in identifying student 96 Yes teachers identify common student misconceptions that may prevent
misconceptions that may prevent student mastery of the TN ELA Standards, especially the craft and structure
mastery of the Tennessee English Language Arts standards, which are often more difficult for students to understand.
Standards. While guidance is frequently provided to scaffold attainment of standards,
there is no emphasis on misconceptions. Consider revising to include

94 No common misconceptions for students when performing tasks toward
standard mastery.

105 Yes 0

103 Yes 0

98 Yes 0

g. The program includes extensions for 96 Yes 0
advanced students already meeting mastery 94 Yes 0|
and/or students with high interest. 105 Yes 0

103 Yes 0

98 Yes 0

h.  Extended learning opportunities (e.g., 9 Yes 0
homework) should reinforce classroom

. . . . ) 94 Yes 0
instruction and provide additional practice of

105 Yes 0

skills that have already been taught.




103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0
i.  Teacher-facing materials provide 9 Yes 0
suggestions in daily lessons or units of instruction
) - ) 94 Yes 0
on appropriate opportunities for formative
assessments and adjusting lessons if necessary. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0
j.  Materials provide protocols (e.g., 96 Yes 0
cooperative talk structures) for text-based 94 Yes 0
discussions. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0
k. Materials promote use of multimedia and %6 Yes 0
technology to enhance teaching and learning of 94 Yes 0
T English L. Arts Standards.
ennessee English Language Arts Standards. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
Meets i
Monitoring Student Progress Reviewer . Evidence/Notes LT Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
98 Yes 0
I Materials provide scoring guides and tools 96 Yes 0
such as rubrics, portfolios, teacher observation 94 Yes 0
checklist, and anchor papers. 105 Yes Writng rubrics included for each culminating task.
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0|
96 Yes 0|
94 Yes 0]
105 Yes 0|
m. Materials include quarterly benchmark
assessments aligned to the Tennessee English Although the quarterly benchmark assessments address the overall content of the
Language Arts Standards. TNReady standards, the alignment to the TNReady Assessment could be much
103 v stronger. To do this, consider adding more questions like a multitude of
es
opportunities for students to select the best text evidence for their previous
answers. Additionally, higher alignment to writing prompts that students would
see on the TNReady test would improve the program as a whole.
98 Yes 0|
n. Materials include tools, routines, and 96 Yes 0
guidance that allow for the monitoring of student 94 Yes 0|
progress. 105 Yes 0]
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0]
This textbook does not meet this indicator because the materials do not include
tools to keep students and parents informed about students' progress unless they
96 No have the digital version of the textbook. A suggested idea for revision is to add a
o ) parent letter regarding the content of the unit and progress reporting forms to
o. Materials include suggestions and tools to S .
X track student mastery that are accessible in both digital and hardcopy formats.
keep students and parents informed about
students’ progress. 94 Yes 0




The materials do not meet the indicator because methods to review assignments
and monitor progress are only available in the digital version. A suggestion for

105 No revision would be to also include these these methods in a paper format the
teacher could utilize.
103 Yes 0|
Organization Reviewer Meetf Evidence/Notes LK Publisher Comments Re-Review?
Expectations Referenced?
98 Yes 0|
p. Contentis sufficient to provide instruction 96 Yes 0
across the school year and includes daily lessons 94 Yes 0|
organized into coherent units of study. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
) . . 98 Yes 0
g. Units and instructional sequences are % Yes o
coherent and organized in a logical manner that
build upon knowledge and skills learned in prior 94 Yes 9
grade levels or earlier in the grade. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0|
96 Yes 0
r. Program components, lesson plans, and the
relationships among the parts are clear. 94 Yes 9
105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
. . 98 Yes 0
s.  Program materials provide a scope and % Yes o
sequence aligned with the Tennessee English
Language Arts Standards for the academic 94 Yes 9
instructional year. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0
98 Yes 0|
This textbook does not meet this indicator because the list of resources is
%6 No provided for each unit and text, not individual lessons. A suggested idea for
revision is to designate which materials will be used in individual lessons
) . . rather than just including a comprehensive list.
t.  Each lesson contains a list of required
materials. 94 Yes 0|
105 Yes 0
Units do not come with a list of required materials that will be necessary for
103 No carrying out the lessons. Consider adding a list in the plan section of each
unit in order to help teachers be more prepared and aware of what each
lesson will need.
98 Yes 0|
This textbook does not meet this indicator because the materials do not
%6 No include estimated instructional times for individual lessons. While a
u. Lessons, chapters, and units contain suggested pacing for each unit is included, a possible idea for revision is to
estimated instructional times. add a pacing guide with estimated instructional times for each lesson.
94 Yes 0
105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0
v.  Student materials provide for individual 96 Yes 0
students to have access to text (classroom sets of 94 Yes 0|
texts and/or digital platform texts). 105 Yes 0




103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0|
This textbook meets this indicator, however, the overview of the units
included in the student edition is weak. A suggested idea for revision is to
w.  Teacher and student materials include an 96 Yes add a brief synopsis of the unit that works in conjunction with the title and
overview of chapters, table of contents, indexes, Essential Question so students know the overarching topic(s) addressed in
and glossaries that contain important ELA terms. the unit.
94 Yes 0|
105 Yes 0|
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0|
X. Materials contain an explanation of the 96 Yes 0
research behind the program, including 94 Yes 0
instructional approaches within the program. 105 Yes 0
103 Yes 0|
98 Yes 0|
96 Yes 0|
y. Alist of Tennessee English Language Arts o2 Yos 0
Standards is provided in teacher-facing materials.
105 Yes 0|
103 Yes 0|
Additional Comments: Reviewer Evidence/Notes
98 0 Total indicators to be re-reviewed:
96 0
Additional Comments about Section V: r— - - — - -
Additional Components 94 A plagiarism check is available for student writing assignments, allowing students to
105 0
103 0
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