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Use the USDA Meals for Kids Site
Finder to find a summer feeding site
near you. Visit
www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
Use the No Kid Hungry text line to find
a summer site near you. Text "FOOD"
to 877-877 or "COMIDA" for Spanish. 

CONTACT US

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://usda-fns.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=789a7a56a07f4e3dab873fd8c2918f9a
https://usda-fns.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=789a7a56a07f4e3dab873fd8c2918f9a


Attends required trainings;
Recruits  s i tes  and completes the appl icat ion
process;
Hires,  t ra ins,  and supervises  staf f  and
volunteers;
Write  menus,  and sets  up point  of  service
systems;
Arranges for  meals  to  be prepared
and/ordel ivered;
Advert ises  to  students ,  parents ,  and the
publ ic;
Plans,  organizes,  and hosts  summer k ick-
of fand promotional  spike events  (opt ional);
Prepares c la ims for  re imbursement;
Monitors  s i tes  during operat ion for
compliance with meal  counting,  c la iming,
menu planning,  food safety  requirements,
and product ion records.

WHO CAN BE A SPONSOR?
School  food authorit ies  that  part ic ipate in  the
National  School  Lunch Program or  School
Breakfast  Program may serve as  a  program
sponsor  for  both school  and non-school  feeding
sites  through SSO or  SFSP;  community  partners
and agencies  may serve as  program sponsors
for  SFSP.

WHAT DOES A SPONSOR DO?

K I D S  S T I L L  N E E D
G O O D  F O O D ,
E V E N  W H E N

S C H O O L  I S  O U T .
 

The Tennessee Department of  Educat ion,
School  Nutr i t ion Program administers  the

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and the
Tennessee Department of  Human Services,

Community  and Social  Services administers  the
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) .  

 
These programs enable schools  and community

organizat ions to  of fer  nutr i t ious meals  to
chi ldren in  low-income areas during the months

when school  is  not  in  session.  SSO and SFSP
are administered at  the federal  level  by the

Food and Nutr i t ion Service (FNS) ,  an agency of
the USDA.  FNS decides overal l  program pol icy
and publ ishes regulat ions and payment rates .

The state  agencies  provide oversi te  by
approving sponsor  appl icat ions,  monitor ing

operat ions,  and processing program payments .  
 

SSO and SFSP are avai lable  May–September
and provide summer meals  for  f ree to  a l l

chi ldren 18  years  and younger .  

B E C O M E  A  S P O N S O R S U M M E R  F E E D I N G  S I T E S

A R E  Y O U  E L I G I B L E  T O  B E C O M E   A  S U M M E R
F E E D I N G  S P O N S O R  O R  S I T E ?

Sponsors  must  demonstrate f inancial  v iabi l i ty ,
accountabi l i ty  and administrat ive capabi l i ty .

Contact  the School  Nutr i t ion Program or
Community  and Social  Services for  more info!

Open s i tes :  Al l  chi ldren eat  f ree in
communit ies  where at  least  50% of  the
chi ldren are e l ig ible  for  f ree/reduced pr ice
school  meals .
Restr icted open s i tes:  These are s i tes  that
meet  the open s i te  cr i ter ia ,  explained above,
but  are restr icted for  safety ,  control ,  or
securi ty  reasons.
Closed enrol led s i tes:  At  least  50% of
enrol led chi ldren must  be el ig ible  for  f ree or
reduced pr ice school  meals .  E l ig ibi l i ty
cannot  be determined using data f rom a
nearby school  attendance area or  other  area
data.
Migrant  s i tes:  These s i tes  serve chi ldren of
migrant  famil ies .
Camps:  These can be residentia l  or  non-
residentia l  camps and must  of fer  regular ly
scheduled food service as  part  of  an
organized program for  enrol led chi ldren.

Oversee the physcial  locat ion where summer
meals  are  served�
Attend your  sponsor’s  tra ining,
Supervise meal  service at  your  s i te ,
Manage staf f  and volunteers ,
Distr ibute meals  by fol lowing appropriate
SSO or  SFSP guidel ines,
Keep dai ly  records of  meals  served,
Store food appropriately ,
Keep the s i te  c lean and sanitary ,  and
Help your  sponsor  promote the program in
the community .

SITE TYPES
Sites  may be at  school  or  non-school  faci l i t ies ,
including bui ldings,  parks,  mobi le  s i tes ,  and
other  community  locat ions.  S i te  e l ig ibi l i ty  is
determined in  the fol lowing manner:

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SITE SUPERVISOR
 I f  you supervise a  s i te ,  you wi l l :

DID YOU KNOW?
During summer 2020,

5,899,110 meals were served
by the SSO program 

across the state of Tennessee.


