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The Continental Congress wanted the Declaration to accomplish four
main tasks. The first task was to state why America should break its
relationship with Britain. Another task was to develop a document to
show Americans and other countries. The next task was to help join
Americans against Britain. The last task was the colonies wanted other
countries to treat America like its own country.

As Jefferson wrote the Declaration, he wrote it in sections for a
purpose. The first section told the purpose of the document. The
second part told the rights all people should have. The third part
showed why the colonies were upset with Britain, ways they were
treated unfairly, and described ways they tried to work with the

king. The fourth part said the colonies should be treated like any other
country.
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Signing the Declaration

On July 4, 1776, the final version of the Declaration of
Independence was complete. Thomas Jefferson, John Adames,

Ben Franklin, and the other delegates had created a new
nation.
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Thomas Benjamin John
Jefferson Franklin Adams
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As soon as the Continental Congress agreed to the Declaration
of Independence, the president of the Continental Congress,
John Hancock, signed his name to it. Eventually, Adams,
Jefferson, Franklin, and fifty-two other patriots also signed the
Declaration of Independence. It was rushed off to a printer so
copies could be spread across the new country. However, the
fighting with England continued for seven more years. Finally,
Britain would lose the war and accept America as a free
country. Even though the war didn’t end until September 3,

1783, July 4th, 1776 will always be America’s Independence
Day.
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The Declaraton of Independencs

The Declaration
of Independence

and the First Fourth of July

By Michasl A Signal

T'hree men worked late into the night They read and reread,
making final changes to the
document. It had to be perfect
before all thirteen colonies
would approve it Thomas
Jefferson had written most of
the text, but John Adams and
Benjamin Franklin reviewed
the declaration to help make
changes. They had been

working for days. The candles

lighting the room flickered and
grew short. The summer air was
hot and uvncomfortable, but stll

Did you know that during the American
Revolution the American flag had only 13
stars fo represent the 13 colonies?

the men continued.

Finally, the document was ready for the colomes’
representatives to read and approve. By the afternoon of July 4%,
776, they had done just that The thirteen Brifish colonies had
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The Declarabon of Independencs

decided not to be Bntish anymore. They had declared their
independence. Amernica was bormn.

The British had been at war with the thirteen Amencan
colonies for over a vyear before the colonies declared their
independence, or freedom. The Battle of Lexington marked the start
of the American Revolution on April 19, 1775. The colonies had
fought many battles against the British army since then, and the
colonists knew that they didn't want to be ruled by the king of
Britain anymeore. But it still took fifteen months for the colonies to
declare their independence.

The Continental Congress

Not long before, the colonies
had established a Continental
Congress. The  Continental
Congress was made up of
delegates from each of the
thirteen colonies and served as the
government. For years, the
colonies had been displeased with
the way the British had forced
them to follow laws they didn't
approve. One of the most
important issues to the colonies
was something called “taxation

It's a Fact!

The Continental Congress that
adopted the Dedaranon of
Independence was actually the
Second Contimental Congress.
The First Continental Congress
met : 1774 It was the first tme
the delegates from almost afl the
colonzes met to make decisions
for Amenica (Georpia was the
ocoly colooy that did oot
participate 1o the Fist

Continental Congress. without representation”™ The

British government taxed many
goods, such as tea, without asking the colonists for permission. The
British government made lots of other rules that the colonies had to
follow, and the colonies couldn't do anything about it.
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The Declaration of Independence

In 1775, the Continental Congress sent a petition to the British
King_ It listed the ways that the colonies thought Britain had treated
them unfairly. The Confinental Congress hoped that the King and
the colomies could reach an agreement and that would make both
sides happy. But the king ignored the petition.

Writing the Declaration

After this, the colonies were sure that the only way forward was
to gamn their independence from Britamn. The Continental Congress
selected five men to draft a document declaning America's freedom.
The men all agreed that Thomas Jeffersen, who had been a lawyer in
Virginia, should be the main writer of the Declaration of

Independence.

Jefferson worked on the
Declaration of Independence for
weeks. The Contmental
Congress wanted the declaration
to state exactly why Amenca
should break its ties with
Britain.  They ~wanted a
document they could show to
the American people and even
to people in other countries. The
Congress wanted the declaration
to help Amencans join together
against Bmtamn. They also
wanted other countnes to
recognize the colonies’ freedom
and treat America like its own

Thix engroving from 1861 shows the signing af
the Decleretion of Independence.
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The Declaraton of Independence

couantry, not like part of Britain
Parts of the Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson felt just as strongly about independence as
the rest of The Continental Congress. He toiled day and night to get
every word just right He ended uwp writing the Declaration of
Independence in four parts. The first part 1s called the Preamble. He
wrote it as an introduction to explain the purpose of the declaration.
Jefferson used the next past to list the rights that all people should
have. In this part, Jefferson explained that if the government tried to
take these rights away from the people, the people should change the
government. Jefferson wrote the third past of the declaration to show
exactly why the colonies were upset with Britain. He listed many of
the ways that Britain had treated the colonies unfauly He also
described how the colomies tried to work with the King of Britain to
settle the problems. Lastly, in the final section, Jefferson wrote that
that the colonies should now be treated just like any other

independent country.
Signing the Declaration

On July 4, 1776, the final version of the Declaration of
Independence was complete. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Ben
Franklin and the other delegates had created a new nation.

As soon as the Continental Congress agreed to the Declaration
of Independence, the president of the Continental Congress, John
Hancock, signed his name to it. Eventvally, Adams, Jefferson,
Franklin, and fifty-two other patriots also signed the Declaration of
Independence. It was rushed off to a printer so copies could be
spread across the new country. However, the fighting with England
continued for seven more years. Finally, Britain would lose the war
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‘The Declaration of Independence:

and accept America as a free country. Even though the war didn't
end until September 3, 1783, July 4*, 1776 will always be America's
Independence Day.
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fought many battles against the British army since then, and the
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The Declaration of Independencs

country, not like part of Britain_
Parts of the Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson felt just as strongly about mdependence as
the rest of The Continental Congress. He toiled day and night to get
every word just night He ended up writing the Declaration of
Independence in four parts. The first part is called the Preamble. He
wrote it as an introduction to explain the purpose of the declaration.
Jefferson used the next part to list the rights that all people should
have. In this part, Jefferson explained that if the government tried to
take these rights away from the people, the people should change the
government. Jefferson wrote the third past of the declaration to show
exactly why the colomies were upset with Britain. He listed many of
the ways that Britain had treated the colonies unfairly. He also
described how the colomes tried to work with the King of Batam to
seftle the problems. Lastly, in the final section, Jefferson wrote that
that the colonies should now be treated just like any other

mndependent country.
Signing the Declaration

On July 4, 1776, the final version of the Declaration of
Independence was complete. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Ben
Franklin, and the other delegates had created a new nation.

As soon as the Continental Congress agreed to the Declaration
of Independence, the president of the Contmental Congress, John
Hancock, signed his name to it. Eventuvally, Adams, Jefferson,
Franklin and fifty-two other patriots also signed the Declaration of
Independence. It was rushed off to a printer so copies could be
spread across the new country. However, the fighting with England
continued for seven more years. Finally, Britain would lose the war
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The Declaration of Independenes

and accept America as a free country. Even though the war didn't
end until September 3, 1783, July 4%, 1776 will always be America's
Independence Day.

Glossary

Diraft vk to wreite a document
Declaration (#): an impostant annovncement

Delegate (n): a person representing or making decisions for a large group
Patriot (1) a person who loves theis countsy

Petition (n): a request to change sometheng that & signed by many people
Text (1) a wrmiten docement

Todl (i) to work very hard at something
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Independent Practice

How do the introduction and conclusion help the
reader understand the author’s purpose in writing
this article?
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Morphology chart

re- -er clar
again person who clear
dis-
not, or opposite of
de-
separation, away from, or
Intensity

un
not, or opposite of





