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Via Electronic Mail 

 

May 2, 2023 

 

Dr. John Combs, Director of Schools 

Tipton County Schools 

1580 Highway 51 South 

Covington, TN 38019 

 

Re: Waiver Requests for the 2022-23 School Year Resulting from the March 31, 2023 Tornado  

 

Dear Director Combs: 

 

I am in receipt of your April 26, 2023 LEA Waiver Request requesting a waiver of the following for Tipton County 

Schools as a result of a tornado that occurred in the county on March 31, 2023: 

• Class size limits, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-104 and State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-02-.31(4); 

• Teacher and administrator evaluation requirements found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-302(d)(2), Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 49-6-105, State Board of Education Rule 0520-02-01, and State Board of Education Policy 5.201; 

• Student TCAP score requirements (relating to student scores comprising a percentage of a student’s final 

grade) found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-617 and State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-03-.03; 

• Tenure requirements found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-5-503(4); 

• Physical activity requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1021; 

• Maximum time in transit requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-2-2105; 

• 180 days for classroom instruction requirement, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3004(a)(1);  

• Remote instruction option allowing up to 2 days each semester of the 180 days of required instruction, found 

in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3004(i); 

• Appeal of third-grade retention requirement, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3115(d) and State Board of 

Education Rule 0520-01-.03-.16(7)(f); 

• Duty free lunch and planning time requirement, found in State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-02-.31(6); 

and 

• Professional development points requirement, found in State Board of Education Rule 0520-02-03-.14. 

 

The waiver requests listed in the attached application are approved for the remainder of the 2022-23 school year. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have further questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Penny Schwinn 

Commissioner 












		2023-05-02T10:48:23-0500
	Dr. Penny Schwinn_cb




