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Via Electronic Mail  
 

September 29, 2023 
 
Dr. John Combs, Director of Schools 
Tipton County Schools 
1580 Highway 51 South 
Covington, TN 38019 
 
Re: Waiver for TCAP Assessment and Accountability Requirements 
 
Dear Director Combs: 
 
I am in receipt of your August 28, 2023, letter requesting a waiver of the district and school accountability 
requirements as a result of tornado damage sustained on March 31, 2023 at Crestview Elementary and 
Crestview Middle School within Tipton County Schools. 
 
According to your letter, you are requesting a waiver from allowing the test scores from Crestview Elementary 
School and Crestview Middle School to be factored in to both the school’s and district’s accountability results.  
 
While the department sympathizes with your district and the affected students as you navigate the impact the 
storm damage has caused and recovery efforts, the commissioner does not have the legal authority to grant 
this request. Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-201(d)(1) grants the commissioner the authority to “waive any state board 
rule or statute that inhibits or hinders an LEA’s ability to meet its goals or comply with its mission.” However, 
the commissioner’s waiver authority under this statute is limited by Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-2-201(d)(1)(J), which 
states the commissioner may not waive regulatory or statutory requirements related to federal and state student 
assessment and accountability.  
 
I know how difficult the situation has been on Tipton County and I commend the work you and your team have 
done to continue to take care of families and provide educational services to students during such trying times.  
While I cannot waive the requirements in law, I am open to working with you to assist in how the accountability 
results could be presented in a way that provides some context that will ease the frustration your community 
feels about this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lizzette Reynolds 
Commissioner 
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