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Via Electronic Mail  
 

July 17, 2023 
 
Dr. John Combs, Director of Schools 
Tipton County Schools 
1580 Highway 51 South 
Covington, TN 38019 
 
Re: Waiver Requests for the 2023-24 School Year Resulting from the March 31, 2023 Tornado  
 
Dear Director Combs: 
 
I am in receipt of your June 28, 2023 LEA Waiver Request Form requesting a waiver of the following for 
Tipton County Schools as a result of a tornado that occurred in the county on March 31, 2023: 
 

• Average class size limits, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-104 and State Board of Education Rule 
0520-01-02-.31(4)(a) and (b); 

• Physical activity and physical education requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1021; 
• Remote instruction option allowing up to 2 days each semester of the 180 days of required 

instruction, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3004(i); 
• Duty free lunch and planning time, found in State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-02-.31(6). 

 
The following waiver requests are approved for Crestview Elementary School and Crestview Middle School 
for the 2023-24 school year: 
 

• Average class size limits, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-104 and State Board of Education Rule 
0520-01-02-.31(4)(a) and (b); 

• Physical activity and physical education requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1021; and 
• Duty free lunch and planning time, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-302, Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-3-

359 and State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-02-.31(6), unless an individual teacher requests to 
be accommodated. 

 
The department will review waivers of the laws related to the school term requirement and remote 
instruction on a case-by-case basis once Tipton County Schools has exhausted all stockpile days.   
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I encourage you to contact General Counsel Christy Ballard if you have questions and to notify me if you 
need additional waivers.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lizzette Reynolds 
Commissioner 
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