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Via Electronic Mail 

December 8, 2022 

Dr. James Sullivan, Director of Schools 
Rutherford County Schools 
2240 Southpark Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128

Re: Waiver Request for English as a Second Language (ESL) Programs 

Dear Director Sullivan:  

I am in receipt of your November 4, 2022 request for a waiver of State Board of Education Rule 
0520-01-19-.03, requiring students who score less than 3.5 on the language proficiency 
assessment to receive one (1) hour of English language development (ELD) instruction. You 
requested this waiver as a result of certain students not receiving a full hour of ELD instruction due to 
their IEP requirements.

Pursuant to my authority under Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-201(d), and provided that your district 
provides no less than forty-five (45) minutes of ELD instruction, your waiver request is hereby granted 
for the remainder of the 2022-23 school year. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Penny Schwinn 
Commissioner 
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