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April 25, 2023 

David Murrell, Director of Schools 
Blount County Schools 
831 Grandview Drive 
Maryville, TN 37803 

Re: Waiver for English Language Arts (ELA) Curriculum 

Dear Director Murrell:   

I am in receipt of your April 5, 2023 waiver request to use the CommonLit Language Arts Curriculum for grades 9-12 for 
the remainder of the ELA Adoption Cycle (the 2025-26 school year).  

Pursuant to state law, the State Board of Education (SBE) is the entity that approves textbook and instructional materials 
waivers. Chapter 770 of the Public Acts of 2020 transferred authority for issuing textbook and instructional materials 
waivers from the Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE) to the SBE. Chapter 471 of the Public Acts of 2021 further 
refined this law. In addition, SBE rule 0520-01-18 lays out the waiver application and review process. 

Because the SBE rule requires waiver requests be submitted to the SBE no later than March 15th of the local adoption 
year, your district will need a waiver of SBE Rule 0520-01-18-.02(3) (a)-(c). This waiver will allow you to submit an 
emergency waiver request to the SBE. Here is a link to the SBE Guidance on Textbook and Instructional Materials Waivers 
that includes information about the waivers the department can provide for this process. 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-201(d) grants the commissioner the authority to “waive any state board rule or statute that inhibits 
or hinders the LEA’s ability to meet its goals or comply with its mission.” Considering the above, Blount County Schools is 
hereby granted a waiver of SBE Rule 0520-01-18-.02(3) (a)-(c) to allow your district to submit an emergency Textbook 
and Instructional Materials Waiver Application to the SBE.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Penny Schwinn 
Commissioner 

Cc:  Angela Sanders, General Counsel, SBE 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/guidance/Textbook%20Waiver%20FAQs_Local%20Adoption%20Cycle%20-%20Clean%201-19-22.pdf
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