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October 4, 2022 
 

Alan A. Gumbel, Executive Director 

Memphis Academy of Health Sciences 

3925 Chelsea Avenue Ext.  

Memphis, TN 38108 

agumbel@mahsmshs.org  

 

Dear Mr. Gumbel, 
 
Under Title 49 of the Tennessee Code Annotated, the Commissioner of Education is granted authority to waive certain 
and particular requirements of law.  

 

While the commissioner is committed to aiding schools and districts in the education of the youth of the state of 
Tennessee, the decision to invoke such waiver authority is one taken only rarely and with great deliberation. 

 

You have requested the commissioner waive and approve the Memphis Academy of Health Sciences’ implementation 
of a “4x4 block schedule incorporating an asynchronous day of instruction for the 2021-22 school year to fulfill the 180 
day, 6.5 hours of instruction” required under Tennessee law. 

 

Unfortunately, at this time the commissioner must deny your waiver request.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Penny Schwinn 

Commissioner 
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