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Teacher Retirement: Beginning and ending dates for school year

QUESTION

What are the beginning and ending dates of the school year for purposes of  teacher retirement?

OPINION

These dates are established independently by each school district.

ANALYSIS

The beginning and ending dates of the school year for purposes of teacher retirement are the same
as the beginning and ending dates of the school year as established by each school system.  The law
provides that each public school system must maintain a school year of not less than 200 days, including
180 days for classroom instruction, 5 days for in-service education, etc.  Within these parameters the
school board in each school system establishes its own dates of operation.1

When a teacher completes the 200 days established by the teacher’s school district the state
retirement offices treats that as completing a full calendar year, and retirement credit is calculated
accordingly.2
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