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Passage of CHIP – Finally!
Where Kids Stand:

President Obama at 
CHIP Reauthorization 
bill signing on Feb. 4:

“I refuse to accept that 
millions of our kids fail to 
reach their full potential 
because we fail to meet 
their basic needs. In a 
decent society, there are 
certain obligations that are 
not subject to tradeoffs or 
negotiation - health care 
for our children is one of 
those obligations.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Some programs are easy to identify as kids’ spending because they specifically target kids and no one else

• Other programs and funding streams have to be divvied up because they benefit both kids and adults – for these we count only the share of spending that matches the share of recipients that are kids

• For this book, we don’t count tax programs even though those contribute a lot of money to families with kids.
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Source: Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health analysis of the National Health Interview Survey for the 
Center for Children and Families (March 1, 2008).

CHIP is a success story

Reauthorization will reduce uninsured rate below 8%



A Successful Struggle
Children in the Stimulus:

$787 Billion
Recovery Package

$143.7 Billion
for Kids

More than 18% of spending and tax cuts in the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be directed at children 

and children’s programs.



A Successful Struggle
Children in the Stimulus:

Fiscal Year 
2008:

$233 
Billion

$143.7 
Billion

In fiscal year 2008, only 10% of federal funding went to children and 
children’s programs.

If the investment in children 
contained in the stimulus 

packaged were added to the total 
spent on children in 2008, it 

would amount to a 62% increase.



“Everyone Loves Kids”
Where Kids Stand:

“Lawmakers on both sides know that a piece 
of legislation stands a much better chance 
of passage if it’s about kids.”

Dana Milbank
Washington Post
Sept. 26, 2007



Perception vs. Reality
Where Kids Stand:

Kids Come First Act

Prepare All Kids Act

Early Childhood Investment Act

Play Every Day Act

Safe Babies Act

Children’s Dental Health Improvement Act

Early Detection of Dyslexia in Children Act

Millbank cites the following legislation:

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

HAS NOT PASSED

These bills have not been passed nor signed 
into law.



Medicare Rx vs. CHIP
Where Kids Stand:

Medicare Rx

• Cost: $400 billion
• Crowd Out: 71%
• Entitlement program
• Changes in Medicare 

impact entire health 
system

• Covers all senior citizens, 
including billionaires

CHIP

• Cost: $35 billion
• Crowd Out: 34%
• Block grant
• Changes amount to 0.7% 

of federal spending
• 99.95% of covered 

children are below 300% 
of poverty

In 2007, 114 Congressmen voted for one, 
but against the other.



Medicare Rx vs CHIP Funding 
(in billions of dollars)
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Reality: Children’s Budget
Children in the Budget:

The Children’s Budget provides a comprehensive look at 
children’s spending going back to 2004

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a unique and exciting resource.  Because kids spending is so spread out, it’s incredibly difficult to determine how spending for kids as a group is changing.  

This book gathers about 180 kids’ programs together into one easy-to-use compilation.  By using the two separate indexes you can easily find any program, as well as its funding levels back five years.

The book also organizes these programs into policy areas, offers narrative descriptions of the funding for these categories, and highlights a few notable programs in each area.



The Kids’ Share
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From 2004 to 2008, the share of the federal, non-defense budget 
going to children’s programs declined by nearly 10%.

Children in the Budget:

Spending on Children as a Share of All Federal 
Non-Defense Spending

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That share of non-defense spending is actually down by about 10% over the past five years.

CLICK to activate graph animation

Back in 2004 the share was about 11%, and now its down to 10%.  Unfortunately, the President’s 2009 would shave that share down further.



From 2004 to 2008, real discretionary spending on children fell 
while all other discretionary spending grew.
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Children in the Budget:

Discretionary Spending

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just to be clear…

At the same time that discretionary spending for kids has been falling… 

CLICK to activate graph animation

all other non-defense discretionary spending has been growing.  

So this is not a function of an overall budget squeeze.



Early Childhood Programs
Children in the Budget:

Early Childhood Educator Professional Development

100%

Nearly every early care and early education program has seen the 
real value of its funding decline since 2004.

Across the 
Board Cuts

Total 
Decrease:

11.6%

Child Care and Development Block Grant

13.3%

Child Care Entitlement to States

6.3%

Head Start

10.6%

Even Start Family Literacy Program

76.4%

Maternal and Child Health Block Grant

19.9%

Preschool Grants

15.3%

Grants for Infants and Families

13.9%



Share of Growth

From 2004 to 2008, while federal spending increased 
dramatically, children were almost entirely left out.

$231 Billion
Inflation Adjusted

Only 1% of the increase went to children and 
children’s programs

Increase in Federal Non-Defense Spending:

Increase in Federal Spending on Children:

Children in the Budget:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the reasons that the share keeps dropping is that kids aren’t getting their fair share of new spending.  

CLICK to activate the “Total Increase Bar” animation

From 2004 to 2008, federal non-defense spending (again, we are deliberately excluding military and other defense spending) grew by over $230 billion in real terms.  
	-  Inflation adjusted: if you inflate federal non-defense 2004 spending into 2008 dollars, we’re still spending 231 billion more today than we were five years ago.

CLICK to activate the “Kids’ Bar” animation

Of that increase, just over 1% went to children and children’s programs.

So, if the whole pie grows at one rate, while the kids’ slice grows at a much much slower rate, then of course, the kids’ share will decline, and that’s exactly what’s happening here.



The Bottom Line
Children in the Budget:

We have been shortchanging our kids



A Successful Struggle
Children in the Stimulus:

$787 Billion
Recovery Package

$143.7 Billion
for Kids

More than 18% of spending and tax cuts in the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be directed at children 

and children’s programs.



Overall Gain for Kids but Not MCH
Children in the Budget:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

86

80

84

82

78

B
illi

on
s 

of
 2

00
8 

D
ol

la
rs

2009*

The House Appropriations Omnibus for 2009 would restore 
discretionary spending on children nearly to 2004 levels.

Discretionary Spending on Children
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The Public is on the Side of Kids
Children at the Federal Level:

Public Opinion Polling
LUNTZ POLL --

Thinking about the last ten years, 
would you say that the lives of 

children in America have gotten…?

Better: 39%

Worse: 50%

First generation to believe that 
children will fare worse than 

themselves.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a basic outline of what this presentation will cover.

I’m going to start by introducing you to our new book, Children’s Budget 2008.  I’ll show you a little bit of what it can do, and why we hope it will be useful to you.

Then we’ll get into the meat of the book, covering how we count up the children’s budget, how it’s changed over the past five years, and how spending has changed in a few particular children’s areas.

I’ll finish up with some take-away points.




Children’s Health Issues
Where Kids Stand:

Lake Research Partners:

• 82-10% support for SCHIP reauthorization

– 93-3% among Democrats
– 76-11% among Independents
– 73-18% among Republicans

– 92-4% among Obama voters
– 71-18% among McCain voters

– 83-10% among born-again Christians

– 80-13% among voters in the South
– 81-14% among rural voters



Forging Stronger Coalitions
Children at the Federal Level:

Things the Child Advocacy 
Community Must Do
• Share Knowledge: Wider use of data

• Building Will: Speak with a unified 
voice/working across silos

• Creating a positive campaign

• Stronger and coordinated 
communications

•Taking Advantage of Opportunities: 
Timing and using opportunities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a basic outline of what this presentation will cover.

I’m going to start by introducing you to our new book, Children’s Budget 2008.  I’ll show you a little bit of what it can do, and why we hope it will be useful to you.

Then we’ll get into the meat of the book, covering how we count up the children’s budget, how it’s changed over the past five years, and how spending has changed in a few particular children’s areas.

I’ll finish up with some take-away points.
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Speak with One Voice
Children at the Federal Level:

Senior Citizens

• Medicare

• Social Security

• Pensions

• Older Americans Act

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Some programs are easy to identify as kids’ spending because they specifically target kids and no one else

• Other programs and funding streams have to be divvied up because they benefit both kids and adults – for these we count only the share of spending that matches the share of recipients that are kids

• For this book, we don’t count tax programs even though those contribute a lot of money to families with kids.



Speak with One Voice
Children at the Federal Level:

Children

Child Care

Child Safety Seats
Substance Abuse

Adoption

Maternal & Child 
Health

Smoking 
Prevention

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Some programs are easy to identify as kids’ spending because they specifically target kids and no one else

• Other programs and funding streams have to be divvied up because they benefit both kids and adults – for these we count only the share of spending that matches the share of recipients that are kids

• For this book, we don’t count tax programs even though those contribute a lot of money to families with kids.



Working Across Silos
Children at the Federal Level:

Children’s Health: 
Working Across Silos
• Children’s Health Group: 70 
organizations

• Sign-On Letter for CHIP 
Reauthorization: 375 organizations
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Presentation Notes
Here’s a basic outline of what this presentation will cover.

I’m going to start by introducing you to our new book, Children’s Budget 2008.  I’ll show you a little bit of what it can do, and why we hope it will be useful to you.

Then we’ll get into the meat of the book, covering how we count up the children’s budget, how it’s changed over the past five years, and how spending has changed in a few particular children’s areas.

I’ll finish up with some take-away points.




Activation Point

BUILD WILL

– Hope is a must: 
despair is 
disempowering



Activation Point

BUILD WILL

– Hope is a must: 

“Instead of mourning a 
genocide, what if we 
could STOP one?”



“Words That Work and Don’t”
Children at the Federal Level:

Words That Work

• Access

• Accountability

• Future

• Healthy

• Impact

• Invest now or pay later

• Our kids

• Priority

• Progress

• Renew

• The American Dream

Words That Don’t Work
• Capacity-building

• Coordination 

• Infrastructure

• Integration

• Recommend

• Request

• Systemic

“We request additional funding to 
build infrastructure and capacity 
while simultaneously integrating 
program services in a systemic 
manner.”
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Stronger Communications
Children at the Federal Level:

Activation Point: No More Eeyores
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Economic Recessions & Kids
Children in Economic Crisis:
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Child poverty rises sharply during recessions

Percent of Children in Poverty, 1970 to 2007



Child Abuse & Neglect
Children in Economic Crisis:

Child Abuse & Poverty
• A child is 2,200% more likely to be abused if living in family with 
income below $15,000 than in family with income over $30,000
• 18 times more likely to be sexually abused
• 56 times more likely to be educationally neglected
• 22 times more likely to be seriously injured

Utah Television and Radio
“In Depth: Economy Strains Foster Care System” (Nov. 25, 2008)

Ohio Newspaper
“Lack of Resources Forcing Agencies to Delay Investigations into Some 
Cases of Suspected Child Abuse” (Dec. 7, 2008)

Tennessee Television
“Activists Push to Cut Child Abuse – Child Abuse Prevention Month to 
Foster Change” (March 2009)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is pretty eye-opening stuff.



Looking Ahead
Children at the Federal Level:

This Congress will be crucial 
for the future of investments in children
Reauthorizations
• CHIP - $6 Billion

• Child Nutrition Programs - $13 Billion 

• Child Care and Development Block 
Grant - $2 Billion

• Workforce Investment Act Youth 
Programs – $900 Million

• Child Tax Credit - $47 Billion

• Earned Income Tax Credit - $42 Billion



Opportunities: Looking Ahead
Children at the Federal Level:

This Congress will be crucial 
for the future of investments in children

Take Advantage of 
Opportunities
• Celebrate wins (CHIP, etc.)

• Create and be prepared 
for unexpected 
opportunities (“opening 
the window of 
opportunity”)
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