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TN School Readiness Model

• Success in school begins well before a child enters 
Kindergarten

• “Readiness” is not a condition within a child

• Families, Schools, and Communities  
must work together during 
early childhood years to 
support learning and development.



Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Early Foundations

3 General Award Categories
• Community Excellence
• School Excellence
• Supporting Children & Families

6 Categories chosen by Departments
• Promoting Physical Activity
• Building Resiliency
• Promoting Early Literacy
• Keeping Kids Safe, Healthy & On Track
• Promoting High Quality Early Care & Education
• Promoting Wellness



Governor Bill Haslam
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Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Early Foundations

• 45 Nominations received by January 15 deadline

• Cross-departmental scoring teams including state 
employees and community partners selected 1st place 
winners in each category.



Community Excellence 
Shelby County 

Early Success Coalition



Shelby County Early Success Coalition



Shelby County Early Success Coalition



Community Excellence 
Shelby County 

Early Success Coalition



School Excellence 
Knox County Schools
Parents as Teachers



Knox County Schools- Parents as Teachers Program



Knox County Schools- Parents as Teachers Program



School Excellence 
Knox County Schools
Parents as Teachers



Excellence in Supporting 
Children & Families 

The Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Upper Cumberland



The Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Upper Cumberland



The Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Upper Cumberland



Excellence in Supporting 
Children & Families 

The Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Upper Cumberland



Excellence in Promoting 
Physical Activity

John Adams Elementary School
Morning Mile Program



John Adams Elementary School
Morning Mile Program



John Adams Elementary School
Morning Mile Program



Excellence in Promoting 
Physical Activity

John Adams Elementary School
Morning Mile Program



Excellence in Building 
Resiliency

Cleveland/Bradley County
Family Resource Agency



Cleveland/Bradley County
Family Resource Agency



Cleveland/Bradley County
Family Resource Agency



Excellence in Building 
Resiliency

Cleveland/Bradley County
Family Resource Agency



Excellence in Promoting 
Early Literacy
Vaiden Taylor



Vaiden Taylor



Vaiden Taylor



Excellence in Promoting 
Early Literacy
Vaiden Taylor



Excellence in Keeping Kids 
Safe, Healthy, & On Track

BlueCare Tennessee
Healthcare Continuum



BlueCare Tennessee- Healthcare Continuum



BlueCare Tennessee- Healthcare Continuum



Excellence in Keeping Kids 
Safe, Healthy, & On Track

BlueCare Tennessee
Healthcare Continuum



Excellence in Keeping Kids 
Safe, Healthy, & On Track

Jenny Williams



Jenny Williams



Jenny Williams



Excellence in Keeping Kids 
Safe, Healthy, & On Track

Jenny Williams



Excellence in Promoting High 
Quality Early Care & Education 

Programs
Wilson County Schools

Early Care & Extended School Programs



Wilson County Schools- Early Childhood & 
Extended School Programs



Wilson County Schools- Early Childhood & 
Extended School Programs



Excellence in Promoting High 
Quality Early Care & Education 

Programs
Wilson County Schools

Early Care & Extended School Programs



Excellence in Promoting 
Wellness

East Tennessee Children’s Hospital
Obesity Coalition



East Tennessee Children’s Hospital
Obesity Coalition



East Tennessee Children’s Hospital
Obesity Coalition



Excellence in Promoting 
Wellness

East Tennessee Children’s Hospital
Obesity Coalition



Group Photo



Congratulations!



Children’s Cabinet 
Panel Presentation



Children’s Cabinet Commissioner Panel

Raquel Hatter John Dreyzehner Candice McQueen
Human Services Health Education

Bonnie Hommrich Doug Varney
Children’s Services Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services


