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June has been KIDS COUNT Month for the Tennessee Commission on Children
Contents and Youth. On June 7, TCCY released KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in

Tennessee, a report with information on child well-being in all of Tennessee 95
KIDS COUNT Data Book...1

KIDS COUNT: The State of ~ COUntes.
the Child in Tennessee...4 ' . | |
KIDS COUNT Program......5 On June 24, the Annie E. Casey Foundation released its 24™ national KIDS

KIDS Count Data Center...6  COUNT Data Book, ranking states on child well-being.

Calendar of Events These reports both include areas of celebration and challenges for Tennessee.

Events relating to helping “Tennesseans have a responsibility to prepare for the future by providing the
children are available at: infrastructure of proven services and supports so children have opportunities to be
www.tn.gov/tccy/webcalen.  gafe, healthy, educated, nurtured and supported, and engaged in activities that lead
pdf. to success in school and in life,” O’Neal added.

TCCY

For more information on Tennessee Ranks 39" in KIDS COUNT Child Well-Being Report

the Tennessee Commission . . . ., .
on Children and Youth and  Lennessee is 39" in the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 2013 National KIDS COUNT

its programs, check out the ~ Data Book ranking of child well-being released today.

website at www.tn.gov/tccy. ) o ) ) ) )
Rankings on 16 indicators are clustered in four domains — Economic Well-Being,

Tennessee Commission on Education, Health, and Family and Community. Tennessee improved slightly
Children and Youth on two domains, held steady on one and dropped on another. Each of the four
601 Mainstream Drive domains is compiled from four indicators.

Nashville, TN 37243-0800 . . L. . .
(615) 741-2633 Tennessee has shown improvement on nine of 16 indicators included in the 2013

National KIDS COUNT Data Book, stayed the same in one and saw worsening
conditions for children on six, mostly related to poverty and single-parent families
which often go hand in hand.

The state ranked 37th on both Economic Well-Being and Family and Community,
better than its 2012 rankings. More than one in four children in Tennessee lives
in poverty, and more than one in three lives in a family where no parent has full-
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2013 KIDS COUNT PROFILE

TENNESSEE

Children in poverty

£
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ECONOMIC s
WELL-BEING 26 /O
DOMAIN RANK 386,000 CHILDREN

Children not attending

q preschool

v 2009-1

EDUCATION 60%
DOMAIN RANK 98,000 CHILDREN

2005-07 64%

o
o

Low-hirthweight babies
2010
(o)
HEALTH 9.0%
DOMAIN RANK 7,179 BABIES
(33
2005 9.5%
Qe Children in single-parent
ﬁ families
2011
FAMILY AND o,
COMMUNITY 37 A
DOMAIN RANK 516,000 CHILDREN
2005 35%

OVERALL RANK @

Children whose parents
lack secure employment

2011

34%

513,000 CHILDREN

2008 30%

Fourth graders not
proficient in reading

2011

14%

N.A.

2005 13%

Children without
health insurance

2011
(o)
6%
85,000 CHILDREN

IMPROVED

2008 1%

Children in families where
the household head lacks
a high school diploma

2011

13%
188,000 CHILDREN

IMPROVED

2005 15%

Tennessee Commission on Children & Youth | www.tn.gov/tccy | 615.741.2633

d THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION

Children living in
households with a high
housing cost burden

2011

35%

529,000 CHILDREN

2005 31%

Eighth graders not
proficient in math

2011

16%

IMPROVED

2005 19%

Child and teen deaths
per 100,000

2010

31

490 DEATHS

IMPROVED

2005 39

Children living in
high-poverty areas

2007-11

14%

204,000 CHILDREN

2000 1%

Teens not in school
and not working

9%

32,000 TEENS

2008 9%

High school students
not graduating on time

2009/10

20%
15,202 STUDENTS

IMPROVED

2005/06 29%
N.A. Not Available.

Teens who abuse
alcohol or drugs
2010-11
(o)
1%
34,000 TEENS

IMPROVED

2005-06 8%

Teen hirths per 1,000

2010

43

9,254 BIRTHS

IMPROVED

2005 9%

Learn more at: datacenter.kidscount.org/TN
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2013 KIDS COUNT PROFILE

UNITED STATES
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ECONOMIC
WELL-BEING
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EDUCATION
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HEALTH
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FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY

Children in poverty

2011

23%

16,387,000 CHILDREN

2005 19%

Children not attending
preschool

2009-1

94%
4,325,000 CHILDREN

IMPROVED

2005-07 56%

Low-birthweight babies

2010

8.1%

325,563 BABIES

IMPROVED

2005 8.2%

Children in single-parent
families

2011

35%

24,718,000 CHILDREN

2005 32%

The Annie E. Casey Foundation | www.aecf.org

Children whose parents
lack secure employment

2011

32%

23,777,000 CHILDREN

2008 21%

Fourth graders not
proficient in reading

2011

68%

IMPROVED

2005 10%

Children without
health insurance

2011
(o)
1%
5,528,000 CHILDREN

IMPROVED

2008 10%

Children in families where
the household head lacks

a high school diploma
2011

19%
11,131,000 CHILDREN

IMPROVED

2005 16%

d THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION

Children living in
households with a high
housing cost hurden

2011

40%

29,486,000 CHILDREN

2005 31%

Eighth graders not
proficient in math

2011

66%

IMPROVED

2005 12%

Child and teen deaths
per 100,000

2010

26

20,482 DEATHS

IMPROVED

2005 32

Children living in
high-poverty areas

2007-11

12%

8,591,000 CHILDREN

2000 9%

Teens not in school
and not working

8%

1,497,000 TEENS

2008 8%

High school students
not graduating on time

2009/10

22%
870,542 STUDENTS

IMPROVED
2005/06 27%
N.A. Not Available.

Teens who abuse
alcohol or drugs
201011
(o)
1%
1,752,000 TEENS

IMPROVED

2005-06 8%

Teen hirths per 1,000

2010

34

367,678 BIRTHS

IMPROVED

2005 40

Learn more at: datacenter.kidscount.org/US
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TCCY
Regional Councils

Northeast Tennessee Council
Diane Wise

1233 Southwest Ave., Ext.
Johnson City, TN 37604

(423) 979-4585
Diane.Wise@tn.gov

East Tennessee Council
Lindsey Cody

7175 Strawberry Plains Pk, Ste.
302

Knoxville, TN 37914-7006
(865) 594-6658
Lindsey.Cody@tn.gov
Southeast Tennessee Council
Rosalyn Leavell-Rice

540 McCallie Ave., Suite 643
Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 634-6210
Rosalyn.Leavell-Rice@tn.gov
Upper Cumberland Council
John Rust

Upper Cumberland

1100 England Drive
Cookeville, TN 38501

(931) 646-0955
John.Rust@tn.gov
Mid-Cumberland Council
April Swoner

601 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN 37243-0800
(615) 532-1579
April.Swoner@tn.gov

South Central Tennessee Council
(Vacant)

Contact: Richard Kennedy
601 Mainstream Drive
Nashville, TN 37243-0800
(615) 532-1570
Richard.Kennedy@tn.gov
Northwest Tennessee Council
Dana Cobb

P. O. Box 586

Huntingdon, TN 38344

(731) 986-4243
Dana.Cobb@tn.gov
Southwest Tennessee Council
Rodger Jowers

225 Dr. Martin Luther King
Drive, Suite 440, Box 13
Jackson, TN 38301-6984
(731) 423-6545
Rodger.Jowers@tn.gov
Memphis/Shelby Council
Gwendolyn Wright

170 N. Main St., 9th Floor
Memphis, TN 38103

(901) 543-7657
Gwendolyn.Wright@tn.gov
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time, year-round employment; a household spending more than 30 percent of its
income on housing; and/or a single parent family.

Tennessee’s ranking on the Health domain, 33rd, was its best, even though the
ranking reflected a drop from 16th last year. Although the state improved on all
four Health indicators compared to the baseline year (low-birth weight babies,
child and teen deaths, children without health insurance, and youth who reported
abusing alcohol or drugs), Tennessee slipped a little on the last two indicators
compared to the 2012 report.

Although the state ranked 21st in the rate of students graduating from high school
on time, Tennessee’s worst ranking was in the Education domain at 42nd. Some
of the state’s lowest rankings were in educational performance, as three out of
four fourth graders scored below proficient reading level and three out of four
eighth graders scored below proficient math level.

KIDS COUNT rankings track very closely with the number of children in low-
income families in a state. Over the years, the data has shown that Southern
states consistently have a relatively large share of children living in low-income
families.

KIDS COUNT: State of the Child Report

TCCY released its annual KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee on
June 7. The report, which provides county-by-county data on indicators of child

well-being, focuses on the impact of child abuse and neglect and the importance

of a supportive infrastructure to help vulnerable children develop successfully.

Some stress is inevitable in life, but a chronic stressful condition such as neglect
or abuse is called “toxic stress” and can disrupt developing brain architecture,
leading to lifelong difficulties in learning, memory and self-regulation. Abuse,
neglect and separation from a parent present traumatic, toxic stress that can lead
to a variety of social, emotional and behavioral problems.

The report draws on research on toxic stress and its lifelong effects on individuals
whose emotional and physical health is compromised by their exposure to adverse
childhood events and their communities who must deal with those effects. Much of the
report delineates the public and private partnerships and groups working to mediate
the effects of child abuse, one of the toxic stress inducing events of childhood.

Linda O’Neal, executive director of TCCY, said, “Tennessee is engaged in a
variety of efforts to improve outcomes for vulnerable children. Many are built
on collaborative efforts to bring together partners to provide the services and
supports needed to help children and families, ensure safety for children, and
nurture opportunities for healing, stability and permanence.”

The programs focused on include services provided by the Tennessee
Department of Children’s Services (DCS), the primary agency in Tennessee with
responsibility for responding to child maltreatment.
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O’Neal added, “Important private partners in the state’s

child protection infrastructure include Child Advocacy - -

Centers, CASA programs, Prevent Child Abuse- c hl Id renin State CUStOdy
Tennessee, Exchange Club and other social services,

health and mental health programs across the state.” Gender of Children in State Custody
KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee . - - r -

summarizes many of the conditions children face and
highlights recommendations to improve outcomes.

TCCY programs, the Second Look Commission,

the Council on Children’s Mental Health, the Youth
Transitions Advisory Council and the Ombudsman
Program for children and families involved with DCS 201112
services, are also credited by the report for their services

in preventing and addressing child abuse. 1 4 205
J

The book also includes data compiled during the final

Race of Children in State Custody

year of Children’s Program Outcome Review Team Total Number of Children in State
(CPORT) reviews of randomly selected DCS child Custody During 2011-12
custody cases.

KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee

is available on the TCCY website at www.tn.gov/

tccy/ke-soc12.pdf. Earlier Tennessee KIDS COUNT -
publications are available at www.tn.gov/kc.shtml. Black  American IndianTwo or More Races  Ofher
Printed copies of the latest reports may be obtained Soares: Tennassce Commiasion on Children and Youtn, Childrer's Program Gutcome Revi Tosm.

from the TCCY regional coordinators listed on page 4.¥

The KIDS COUNT Project

For nearly 25 years, the Annie E. Casey Foundation began the KIDS COUNT program. The Annie E. Casey
Foundation is a private philanthropy that creates a brighter future for the nation’s children by developing solu-
tions to strengthen families, build paths to economic opportunity and transform struggling communities into
safer and healthier places to live, work and grow.

TCCY has been a KIDS COUNT grantee for more than 20 years, receiving funding and technical assistance to
help it comply with its legislative mandate to produce an annual report of the state of Tennessee’s children.

The program is a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the United States. The data
collected in this process is used by advocates and policy makers to identify successful policies and identify
areas for improvement.

Throughout the year, the Annie E. Casey Foundation releases targeted data and policy reports in addition to its
annual KIDS COUNT National Data Book ranking states on child well-being. In February, the KIDS COUNT
Data Snapshot: Youth Confinement in the United States reported Tennessee had reduced youth incarceration be-
tween 1997 and 2010 more than 48 states. The latest policy report, Youth and Work, Restoring Teen and Young
Adult Connections to Opportunity, which was released in October 2013, reported on the Employment of youth
ages 16 to 24 is at its lowest point in 50 years.

Annie E. Casey KIDS COUNT publications are available at www.aecf.org. Nl
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Tennessee Commission
on Children and Youth

Brenda Davis, Chair
Franklin

Phil Acord
Chattanooga

Sidney Bynum
Madison

Lindsay Callahan
Cookeville

Janell Clark
Cookeville

Kelly Drummond
Knoxville

Ethan Flynn
Johnson City

Lynne Fugate
Knoxville

Erica Gilmore
Nashville

Joshua Grubb
Nashville

Jennie Harlan
Columbia

Raquel Hatter
NESITI

KIDS COUNT Data Center Updated
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/

Information
from the
national Data
Book and
KIDS COUNT:
The State of
the Child in
Tennessee,
along with
additional data,
is available

on the KIDS
COUNT Data
Center. Users
may select

the topics and
locations they
wish to analyze
and create tables
and charts for

A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT is the premier source for data on child and family well-being in the
United States. Access hundreds of indicators, download data and create reports and graphics on the KIDS COUNT Data Center
that support smart decisions about children and families.

SEARCH

Enter any location, lopic and/or keywords here

CHOOSE A STATE

ND

SEARCH DATA CENTER

PA

Want data on a
Fl national level?

VIEW U.5. DATA

CHOOSE A DATA TOPIC

Marti Herndon use in their

. .. ° —U L)
Martin publications, iiﬁi ﬁl .f.., 1§7 % A
Gary Houston etc. Demographics  Well-eing Education AL A Health Risi ohavior
Union City
QUICK LINKS
Amy Lawrence When you THE LATEST FROM KIDS COUNT :
KnOXVi”e access the @ Create Custom Profiles
£ KIDS COUNT State Rankings
Carlton Lewis pages at http:// 2
Nashville d t t @ Media Inquiries and Resources
atacenter.
Harold Mose§ Love, Jr. kidscount.org/, CASEY TWEETS
Nashville you will find KIDS COUNT asnocibicscoint
RT @masshudget: Get the conversation going at
Rob Mortensen information Dicaation, b ha fiet St

Nashville

Wendy Shea
Memphis

Christy Sigler
LaVergne

Tawny Spinelli
INESOV

Dwight Stokes
Sevierville

Jill Grayson Stott
Joneshorough

Linda O’Neal
Executive Director

similar to this
illustration, with
new, easier to
use navigation
options.

If you would
like assistance

FOR THE KIDS COUNT MAILING LIST

KIDS COUNT aaecthicicount

RT @uichildren: Grt editorial on the 2 Utah's
@sltrib editorial writers. Thanks for mentioning
KIDS COUNT #utleg tinyurl.com/ me2gbme

Annie E, Casey Fdn sarcrice

RT ®acnjforkids: Hot off the press! The 2013 New
Jersey & Count Report 5 out: bit.ly/ 16E9tLw
fb.me/ Uox6pl IR

Join the Conversation »

STAY CONNECTED o N

( I THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION

in using the Data Center or information to share with others, please contact TCCY .¥f

'3 Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/tccyonfb
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