TENNESSEE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY MEETING MINUTES

DATE:


October 17, 2014
TIME:


9:00 A.M., EST

LOCATION:


Park Vista Hotel

705 Cherokee Orchard Rd
Gatlinburg, TN 37738
BOARD MEMBERS

PRESENT:


Jeff Foster, O.D. 





J. Scott Gentry, O.D.,Chair 




Dennis Mathews, O.D.
Richard Orgain, O.D.
David Talley, O.D., Secretary

BOARD MEMBER
ABSENT:


Kimberly Button, Citizen Member



STAFF

PRESENT:


Charles Custer, Interim Board Administrator




Yvette Hernandez, Board Administrator





Teddy Wilkins, Unit Director 




         
Matt Gibbs, Office of General Counsel, Assistant General Counsel  
Dr. Gentry, Board Chair called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and declared that a quorum was present.
Minutes
Dr. Orgain made a motion, seconded by Dr. Foster to approve the June 11, 2014 meeting minutes as written. The motion carried.
OGC Report
There are currently three (3) cases open for discipline in the Office of General Counsel., there are  no consent orders, agreed orders or contested cases to be presented.
On June 11, 2014, the Board of Optometry held a Rulemaking Hearing to consider the amendments to Rule 1045-02-.05 and Rule 1045-02-.07. The Board of Optometry accepted the amendments as written.

On July 11, 2014 the amendments were sent to the Attorney General’s Office for review. Once approved, the rules will be filed with the Secretary of State. They will take effect 90 days after the date of filing.

Investigative Report

There are five (5) open cases in investigations, two (2) are pending intial review. 
Administrator Report
There are currently 1226 licensed optometrists. Newly licensed are 10.  There were 72 

optometrists who renewed their licenses between August 23, 2014 and October 3, 2014.
Newly Licensed

Dr. Orgain made a motion, seconded by Dr. Foster, to approve the following newly licensed applicants. The motion carried.
	Bradley Alan Bugg
	Mallorie Michelle Lindsey OD

	Kathryn Elizabeth Gault
	Jenna Marie O’Brien

	Jessica Lee Jarvis
	Anne Marie Strong

	Kristal Jones
	Catherine Tuong


Reinstatement Applications

Dr. Talley made a motion, seconded by Dr. Mathews, to approve the following reinstated applicants. The motion carried.
	Gary C Hubbard OD
	Nicole Marie Mills OD


Correspondence

Dr. Ensor –  Dr. Talley stated that Dr. Ensor has not officially submitted his course for approval, he wanted to know the requirements for the two (2) hours prescribing practice, his plan is put on a live two (2) hour live lecture course as well as a online video course and should have them done 30 to 45 days and will submit to the Board. 
Dr. Cost - TAOP submitted the two (2) hour Prescription Drug Abuse: An update on State and National Initiatives course for prescribing practice. Dr. Foster made a motion, seconded by Dr. Mathews to approve the course. Motion carried.
Dr. Talley stated the Board requires all Tennessee licensed Optometrists to register with OE tracker because they have 100 percent audit. ARBO tracks the controlled substance course and only the Board can approve the prescribing practice course. 
Dr. Orgain stated TAOP and SCO are two (2) automatic vendors, the Board may have other providers asking approval for the controlled substance course but this would be complicated. Dr. Mathews made a motion to accept the two (2) controlled substance courses, TAOP & SCO with flexiblilty of presenters, and/or online and is not required for COPE approval. ARBO will have a OE tracker number.  Motion seconded by Dr. Orgain. Motion carried.
Mr. Gibbs stated in a case review there was a conflict of interest with the consultant and they didn’t have an alternate consultant with the Board and was requesting to add an alternate consultant.  Dr. Foster made a motion to add Terry Hendrickson and Tommy Ducklo as alternate consultants, seconded by Dr. Orgain. Motion approved. 
Mr. Gibbs stated that the two (2) hour prescribing practice course that is required by the legislature after July 1, 2014 mandates licensees with DEA numbers to complete the two (2) hours prescribing practice course every two years. The current continuing education cycle for those who renew on or before January 1, 2015 will end December 31, 2015. Dr. Orgain made a motion to grant a 90 day grace period for controlled substance after January 1, 2015 to be compliant with the two (2) controlled substance course, seconded by Dr. Talley. Motion carried. 

Mr. Gibbs stated he made some adjustments to the letter regarding Opternative and other online refraction programs and the Board approved the letter. Dr. Gentry signed the letter for the record, Mr. Gibbs stated the Board approves the letter, Dr. Talley made a motion to approve the letter, seconded by Dr. Mathews. Motion carried.

Mr. Gibbs spoke about telemedicine. John Williams representing TAOP spoke about the Board of Medical examiners having a rulemaking hearing and that it may be next year to finalize the rule.  
Mr. Gibbs asked the Board if they want to hear evidence of the letter. Dr. Foster stated the Board should not take any action until it’s reviewed by the outside counsel. Dr. Foster made a motion not to act on this matter, seconded by Orgain. Motion carried.
Mr. Gibbs stated the current statute for the two (2) hours prescribing practice is only required of those with a DEA license; since the Board wants all Optomertrists to take the two (2) hour prescribing practice course it needs to be put in the continuing education rules.  Dr. Foster made a motion that all Optometrists take the two (2) hour prescribing practice course, seconded by Dr. Talley. Motion carried.
With no other Board business to discuss, Dr. Foster made a motion, seconded by Dr. Talley to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 10:20 AM.
Ratified by the Board on April 2, 2015
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