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Third Grade Social Studies Standards

World Geography and Cultures 
Course Description: Third grade students will learn about the major components of 
world geography and world cultures. Students will develop skills across the six 
essential elements of geography: world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical 
systems, human systems, environment and society, and the uses of geography. 
Students will analyze the impact of physical and human geography on cultures in times 
past and present. They will explore the production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods and services on a local and global scale. Students will examine our connections 
to the past and the ways in which local, regional, and national governments and 
traditions have developed and left their marks on current societies. They will recognize 
the contributions of famous individuals from various ethnic, racial, religious, and 
socioeconomic groups to the development of civilizations around the world. Students 
will understand the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of 
the United States government, with opportunities to compare different government 
systems. They will evaluate evidence to develop comparative and causal analyses in 
order to interpret primary sources and informational text. Third grade students will 
construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions 
can be based. 

Geography
In order for students to understand that geography influences the development of a 
region as well as the interactions between people and the environment, the geography 
content standards have been structured to be taught as an independent unit. Students 
will then utilize their geographic content knowledge and apply the skills within their 
study of the continents.

3.1  Process and report information identifying, locating, comparing, and contrasting the 
major continents and oceans: North America, South America, Europe, Africa, Australia,
Asia, Antarctica, Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, and Southern using maps, globes, and 
other technologies. 

3.2  Interpret maps and globes using common terms, including country, region, 
mountain, hemisphere, latitude, longitude, north pole, south pole, equator, time zones,
elevation, approximate distances in miles, isthmus, and strait. 

3.3 Use cardinal directions, map scales, legends, titles, and longitude and latitude to 
locate major cities and countries in the world. 

3.4  Examine major physical and political features on globes and maps, including 
mountains, plains, plateaus, mesas, buttes deserts, deltas, islands, peninsulas, basins, 
canyons, valleys, bays, streams, gulfs, straits, canals, seas, boundaries, cities, highways, 
roads, and railroads.

3.5  Explain the difference between relative and absolute location.
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3.6 Use different types of maps (political, physical, population, resource, polar 
projection, and climate) and globe skills to interpret geographic information from a 
graph or chart.  

3.7  Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify geographical information
(diagrams, landforms, satellite photos, GPS system, maps, and charts). 

3.8 Interpret digital sources and informational text to describe how humans interact 
with their environment.

3.9  Analyze primary and secondary sources, maps, photographs, texts, and artifacts for 
contradictions, supporting evidence, and historical details. 

3.10  Trace the development of a product from its natural resource state to a finished 
product. 

3.11 Analyze how natural resources have impacted the economy of each region and their 
connections to global trade.

3.12  Discuss how unique weather forces impact the geography and population of a 
region or continent (hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, tornadoes, drought).  

3.13  Summarize how people interact with their environment to satisfy basic needs and 
how geographic challenges are resolved, including housing, industry, transportation, 
communication, bridges, dams, tunnels, canals, freshwater supply, irrigation systems, 
and landfills.

North America

3.14  Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of 
culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. (C, H)

3.15 Use information gained from timelines, primary sources, media, and informational
text to identify major historical events and patterns in North America. (C, G, H, P)
Suggestions are as follows: Mayan Culture, Aztec Culture, Colonial America, the
American Revolution, the Panama Canal, and current events. 

3.16  Use timelines and historical passages to summarize the history of a region, 
including events, inventions/inventors, artists, writers, and political figures. (C, G, H, P,
TN) Suggestions are as follows: Christopher Columbus, Benjamin Franklin, George 
Washington, Daniel Boone, Nancy Ward, Thomas Jefferson, Betsy Ross, Noah Webster, 
Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, Harriett Tubman, Geronimo, George Washington 
Carver, Georgia O’Keefe, Amelia Earhart, E.B. White, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King 
Jr., Dian Fossey, and Barack Obama.  

3.17  Compare and contrast a primary source and secondary source of the same event or 
topic. (C, H)

3.18 Identify and locate on a map: Canada, Mexico, Central America, Cuba and the 50
states of the U.S. (G)
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3.19  Compare and contrast different maps to show the location of Alaska and Hawaii as 
outside of the contiguous United States, using a globe to refine understanding of the 
location of the two states. (G)

3.20  Identify on a map major cities of the continent (Charleston, Chicago, Knoxville, Los 
Angeles, Memphis, Mexico City, Miami, Montreal, Nashville, New York, Seattle, 
Washington D.C.). (G, TN) 

3.21  Locate the states that comprise the regions of the United States. (G)

3.22  Identify major physical features on a map (G, TN): 
• Rivers – Colorado, Cumberland, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Rio Grande, St.

Lawrence, Tennessee
• Mountains – Alaska Range, Appalachian, Cascade, Rockies
• Bodies of Water – Arctic, Atlantic, Great Lakes, Great Salt Lake, Gulf of Mexico,

Hudson Bay, Niagara Falls, Pacific
• Deserts – Death Valley, Great Basin
• Landforms – Grand Canyon, Caribbean Islands

3.23  Identify examples of scarcity in and around specific regions. (E, G)

3.24  Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports. (E, G)

3.25  Define supply and demand and describe how changes in supply and demand affect 
prices of specific products. (E)

3.26  Describe how goods and services are exchanged on local, regional, and
international levels including transportation methods and bartering and monetary 
exchange.  (C, E, G, TN) 

3.27  Compare and contrast landforms, climates, population, natural resources, and 
major cities of the three Grand Divisions of Tennessee.  (G, TN)

3.28  Discuss the structure and purpose of government. (P)  

3.29  Compare and contrast the national governments of Canada, Mexico, and the United 
States. (P)

3.30  Describe the Constitution of the United States and the Tennessee State 
Constitution in principle and practice. (P, TN)  

South America

3.31  Conduct short research projects to describe the major components of history and 
culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. (C, H)

3.32  Use timelines, primary sources, and historical passages to summarize the history of 
a region, including events, inventions/inventors, artists, writers, and political figures. 
(C, G, H, P) Suggestions are as follows: Inca Culture, Amerigo Vespucci, and current
events.
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3.33 Identify on a map major countries of the continent (Brazil, Colombia, and Peru,
Argentina). (G)
3.34 Identify major physical features of the continent (G):

• Rivers - Amazon
• Mountains - Andes
• Bodies of Water - Straits of Magellan, Lake Titicaca
• Landforms - Galapagos Islands

3.35  Identify examples of scarcity in and around specific regions. (E, G)

3.36  Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports. (E, G)

3.37  Define supply and demand and describe how changes in supply and demand affect 
prices of specific products.  (E)

3.38  Summarize the differences between a dictatorship and democratic forms of 
government. (P)

Europe

3.39  Describe the diverse but unified nature of people within a continent or region, 
identifying the distinct contribution made by their culture including language, clothing, 
food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. (C, H)

3.40  Use timelines, primary sources, and historical passages to summarize the history of 
a region, including events, inventions/inventors, artists, writers, and political figures. (C, 
G, H, P) Suggestions are as follows: Olympics in Ancient Greece, Roman Empire,
monarchies, European discovery of the New World, historical narratives of major 
European immigrant groups and their journeys to America, and current events.

3.41  Identify major countries of the continent (France, Italy, Germany, Russia, Spain, 
and United Kingdom). (G)

3.42  Identify major physical features of the continent (G):
• Mountains – Alps, Gibraltar
• Bodies of Water - Arctic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea

3.43  Identify examples of scarcity in and around specific regions. (E, G)

3.44  Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports. (E, G)

3.45 Compare and contrast a monarchy and a democratic form of government. (P)

Africa

3.46  Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of 
history and culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music.
(C, H)
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3.47  Tell a historic story with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details while 
speaking audibly in coherent sentences using information gained from timelines, 
primary sources and informational text. (C, G, H, P) Suggestions are: Ancient Egypt and 
the pyramids, Nile River, Tutankhamen, Bartholomew Diaz lands on Cape of Good 
Hope, Nelson Mandela, and current events. 

3.48 Identify major countries of the continent (Egypt, Kenya, Libya, and South Africa). 
(G)

3.49 Identify major physical features of the continent (G):
• Rivers – Congo, Niger, Nile
• Mountains – Kilimanjaro, Mt. Kenya, Atlas Mountains
• Desert – Sahara
• Bodies of Water – Indian Ocean, Lake Victoria, Southern Ocean
• Landforms – Cape of Good Hope

3.50 Explain how people depend on the physical environment and its natural resources 
to satisfy their basic needs. (C, E, G)

3.51  Identify examples of scarcity in and around specific regions. (E, G)

3.52  Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports. (E, G)

Australia

3.53  Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of 
history and culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music.
(C, H)

3.54  Use information gained from timelines, primary sources and informational text to 
identify major historical people, events and patterns. (C, G, H, P) Suggestions are as 
follows: Indigenous cultural heritage of Aboriginal people, Captain James Cook and 
European Settlement, Australia’s Independence, and current events. 

3.55 Identify the Great Barrier Reef, New Zealand, Ayers Rock, and Tasmania. (G)

3.56  Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports.  (E, G) 

Asia

3.57  Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of 
history and culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. 
(C, H)

3.58  Tell a historic story with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details while 
speaking audibly in coherent sentences. Use information gained from timelines, primary 
sources and informational text. (C, G, H, P) Suggestions are as follows: Mesopotamia
including the creation of the written alphabet; important technologies of China such as 
bronze casting, silk manufacture, gunpowder and the invention of paper; The Great Wall 
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of China; Marco Polo and trade along the Silk Route; 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, and
current events.

3.59  Identify the major countries of the continent (China, India, Israel, and Japan). (G)

3.60  Identify the Himalayas, Mount Everest, and Mesopotamia. (G)

3.61 Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports. (E, G)

3.62 Describe how goods and services are exchanged on local and international levels.
(E, G)

Antarctica

3.63  Create a multimedia presentation of social studies stories about explorations to 
Antarctica; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or accounts of experiences 
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. (C, G) 

3.64  Use timelines and historical passages to summarize the history of a region 
including events, inventions/inventors, artists, writers, and political figures. (C, H, P)
Suggestions are: James Clark Ross, Richard E. Byrd, and South Magnetic Pole. 

3.65  Conduct a short research project to examine the Antarctic Treaty. (P)

3.66 Explain why there are only temporary residents found on Antarctica and the impact
the physical environment and its natural resources have on how basic needs are met. (G) 

3.67 Read and interpret information about the impact of people on the environment. (G) 

3.68  Identify McMurdo Station. (G)
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Fourth Grade Social Studies Standards

The History of America (to 1850)

Course Description: Fourth grade students will learn about native civilizations in North 
America, European explorations to the New World during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
and the political, economic, and social development of the British colonies in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. They will also study the early development of democratic 
institutions, including the ideas and events that led to the independence of the original thirteen 
colonies and the formation of a national government under the Constitution. In addition, they 
will examine the history of Tennessee parallel to the development of the United States and how 
our state impacted our nation and the world. The purpose of fourth grade social studies is to 
give students their first concentrated study of the formative years of United States and 
Tennessee history, utilizing primary source documents, geographic tools, research, analysis, 
and critical thinking.

The Land and People before European Exploration
Students describe the legacy and cultures of the major indigenous settlements of Tennessee.

4.1  Describe the legacy and cultures of the major indigenous settlements in Tennessee including 
the Paleo, Archaic, Woodland, and Mississippian: (C, G, TN) 

• Coats-Hines Site
• Pinson Mounds
• Old Stone Fort
• Chucalissa Indian Village

4.2  Analyze religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions of the Cherokee, Creek, 
and Chickasaw, including: (C, TN) 

• Principal Chief
• summer and winter homes
• Beloved Woman
• recreation
• clans
• maternal designations

4.3  Create a visual display using multiple forms of media to identify with pictures geographic 
terms including bluffs, swamps, isthmus, gulf, sea, bay, and cape. (G)

Age of Exploration (15th-16th Centuries) 
Students trace the routes of early explorers and describe the early explorations of the 
Americas.

4.4  Trace the routes of early explorers and describe the early explorations of the Americas, 
including: (C, E, G, H, P, TN)

• Christopher Columbus
• Ferdinand Magellan
• Amerigo Vespucci
• Robert de La Salle
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• Hernando de Soto
• Henry Hudson
• Jacques Cartier

4.5  Analyze the impact of exploration and settlement on the indigenous peoples and the 
environment, including military campaigns, Columbian Exchange, and European agricultural 
practices. (C, G)

4.6  Create a graphic organizer identifying the five different countries (France, Spain, Portugal, 
England, and the Netherlands) that influenced different regions of the present United States at 
the time the New World was being explored, and describe how their influence can be traced to 
place names. (G)

Settling the Colonies to The 1700s  
Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among American Indians and 
between the Indian nations and the new settlers. Students understand the political, religious, 
social, and economic institutions that evolved in the colonial era. 

4.7  Summarize the failure of the lost colony of Roanoke and theorize what happened. (G, H)

4.8  Describe the early competition between European nations for control of North America and 
locate the colonization efforts of the English, Dutch, French, and Spanish on a map. (E, G, H, P) 

4.9  Compare and contrast the differing views of American Indians and colonists on ownership 
or use of land and the conflicts between them, including the Pequot and King Philip’s Wars in 
New England. (G, P)

4.10  Explain the cooperation that existed between the colonists and American Indians during 
the 1600s and 1700s, including fur trade, military alliances, treaties, and cultural interchanges.
(G, P) 

4.11  Describe the conflicts between Indian nations, including the competing claims for control 
of land and actions of the Iroquois and Huron. (G, P)

4.12  Analyze the factors that led to the defeat of the American Indians, including the resistance 
of Indian nations to encroachment and the effects on native culture. (C, H, P)

4.13  Locate the first 13 colonies and explain how their location and geographic features
influenced their development and settlement patterns. (G) 

4.14  Write informative texts identifying major leaders and groups responsible for the founding 
of colonies in North America and the reasons for their founding, including: (C, E, H, P)

• Lord Baltimore, Maryland
• John Smith, Virginia
• Roger Williams, Rhode Island
• John Winthrop, Massachusetts
• William Bradford, Plymouth
• James Oglethorpe, Georgia
• William Penn, Pennsylvania
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4.15  Cite and explain examples from informational texts about how economic opportunities 
and political, religious, and social institutions evolved in the colonial era. (C, E, G, H, P)

4.16  Making use of primary documents, analyze the early democratic ideas and practices that 
emerged during the colonial period, including the significance of representative assemblies and 
town meetings and contrast these with the presence of enslavement in all colonies. (P) 

4.17  Describe the major religious tenets of the earliest colonies, including: (C)
• Puritanism in Massachusetts
• Quakerism in Pennsylvania

4.18  Explain various reasons why people came to the colonies, including profit, religious 
freedom, slavery, and indentured servitude.  (C, E, H)

4.19  Locate and label on a map the location of Jamestown, Plymouth, New Netherland, New 
Sweden, and the Massachusetts Bay Colony. (G)  

4.20  Explain the impact of individuals who created interest in land west of the Appalachian 
Mountains, including: (C, E, G, TN) 

• long hunters
• Daniel Boone-Wilderness Road
• Thomas Sharpe Spencer
• William Bean
• Dr. Thomas Walker

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Excerpts from John
Smith’s Starving Time, excerpts from Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from the Mayflower 
Compact; excerpts from the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut

The War for Independence (1760-1789) 
Students explain the causes, course, and consequences of the American Revolution and the 
foundations of the future state of Tennessee. 

4.21 Describe the various contributions made by Benjamin Franklin to the development of  a 
unique American society, including his scientific experiments and inventions, the development 
of the Albany Plan and the Join or Die political cartoon. (C, H, P)

4.22  Describe the causes, course, and consequences of the French and Indian War, including 
the massacre at Fort Loudoun. (C, G, H, P, TN) 

4.23  Explain how political, religious, and economic ideas and interests brought about the 
Revolution, including: (C, E, P) 

• resistance to imperial policy (Proclamation of 1763)
• the Stamp Act
• the Townshend Acts
• taxes on tea
• “taxation without representation”
• Coercive Acts
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4.24 Explain the different forms of protests Americans used to try to change British policies 
including the Boston Tea Party, tarring and feathering, letter writing, and boycotts. (E, P)

4.25  Write a short summary of the events of Tennessee’s first settlement and settlers, including 
the Watauga Purchase, Watauga Compact, Little Carpenter, and Dragging Canoe. (H, P, TN)  

4.26  Describe the significance of the First and Second Continental Congresses and of the 
Committees of Correspondence. (P) 

4.27  Compare and contrast first and second-hand accounts of Paul Revere’s “midnight ride.”
(H)

4.28  Identify the people and events associated with the Declaration of Independence and cite
evidence from the Declaration to determine its significance to the development of American 
Democracy. (H, P) 

4.29  Analyze the influences of key leaders during this period, including: (P)
• Patrick Henry
• Alexander Hamilton
• Thomas Jefferson
• George Washington
• Benjamin Franklin
• Thomas Paine
• John Adams
• Sam Adams
• John Hancock
• Benedict Arnold

4.30  Determine the meaning and identify the terms Loyalists, Patriots, Minutemen, 
Overmountain Men, and Redcoats to describe people during the Revolution. (C, G, TN)

4.31  Locate and identify the major military battles, campaigns, and turning points of the 
American Revolution, including: (G, H, TN) 

• Lexington and Concord
• Bunker (Breed’s) Hill
• Valley Forge
• Princeton and Trenton
• Saratoga
• King’s Mountain
• Yorktown

4.32  Draw evidence from informational text summarizing the contributions of France and
certain individuals to the outcome of the American Revolution including the Marquis de 
Lafayette, Kósciuszko, and Baron von Steuben. (H, P)

4.33  Write an opinion piece with supporting details contrasting how the ideals set forth in the 
Declaration of Independence clashed with the existence of slavery. (E, P)
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4.34  Explain using supporting details how the Revolution affected the Watauga Settlement, 
including: (P, TN) 

• Washington District
• Cherokee War of 1776
• Nancy Ward
• John Sevier
• Watauga Petitions

4.35  Integrate evidence from several texts describing the different roles women played during 
the Revolution including Abigail Adams, Molly Pitcher, Phyllis Wheatley, and Mercy Otis 
Warren. (C, E) 

4.36  Explain the purpose and obstacles in creating the new Cumberland Settlement, including: 
(G, TN) 

• Richard Henderson
• James Robertson
• John Donelson
• salt licks
• severe winter and river travel
• Transylvania Purchase
• Cumberland Compact
• Battle of the Bluffs

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Declaration of Independence;
excerpts from “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death” speech, Patrick Henry; selected Letters
from Abigail Adams; selected poetry of Phyllis Wheatley; selected poetry of Mercy Otis
Warren; excerpts from John Donelson’s Journal

Creating a New Government
Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the Constitution.

4.37  Analyze the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, including no power to tax, weak 
central government, and the impact of Shays’ Rebellion. (P) 

4.38 Explain the events that led to the creation and failure of the Lost State of Franklin. (G, P, 
TN)

4.39 Identify the various leaders of the Constitutional Convention and analyze the major issues 
they debated, including: (C, E, H)

• distribution of power between the states and federal government
• Great Compromise
• Slavery and the 3/5 Compromise
• George Washington and James Madison

4.40  Explain the ratification process and describe the conflict between Federalists and Anti-
Federalists over ratification, including the need for a Bill of Rights. (H, P)

4.41  Describe the principles embedded in the Constitution, including: (P)
• purposes of government listed in the Preamble
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• separation of powers
• branches of government
• check and balances
• the amendment process
• principle of judicial review
• recognition of and protection of individual rights in the 1st Amendment

4.42  Write an opinion piece with supporting detail from primary sources that defends the 
ratification of the Constitution. (P) 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Preamble of the Constitution;
excerpts from Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the United States Constitution; 1st Amendment

The New Nation’s Westward Expansion (1790-1830) 
Students trace the colonization, immigration, and settlement patterns of the American people 
from 1789 to the mid-1800s.

4.43 Describe the events, precedents, and successes of the presidency of George Washington
and list his cabinet members. (H)

4.44  Explain the purpose for creating the federal district of Washington D.C.,  including the role 
of Pierre L’Enfant. (H)

4.45  Label and locate the Territory South of the River Ohio (Southwest Territory) on a map, 
identify its leaders, and explain how it was the first step to statehood, including William Blount, 
John Sevier, Rocky Mount, and the Treaty of Holston. (G, P, TN) 

4.46  Write an opinion piece using supporting detail explaining the political beliefs of Alexander 
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson leading to the political parties. (H, P) 

4.47  Detail the events, struggles, success and main people of the exploration of the Louisiana 
Purchase and map the routes across the continent, including the Corps of Discovery, Lewis and 
Clark, Sacagawea, Zebulon Pike, and John Frémont. (G, H, P)

4.48  Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to convey the experiences of settlers on 
the overland trails to the West, including location of the routes; purpose of the journeys; the 
influence of the terrain, rivers, vegetation, and climate. (C, E, G) 

4.49  Explain the causes, course, and consequences of the War of 1812, including: (H, P)
• trade restrictions
• impressment
• war hawks
• Tecumseh
• Tippecanoe
• William Henry Harrison
• burning of Washington D.C.
• Francis Scott Key
• Dolly Madison
• Battle of New Orleans
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4.50  Interpret the meaning of the lyrics of the song “The Star-Spangled Banner.” (P)

4.51  Analyze and describe the role of Tennessee in the War of 1812, including:  (H, TN) 
• Andrew Jackson
• Battle of Horseshoe Bend
• Sam Houston
• Volunteers

4.52  Write a short story with supporting text describing the effects of the New Madrid 
Earthquakes of 1811-12 on the land and people of Tennessee. (G, H, TN) 

4.53  Write a narrative piece summarizing life on the frontier of Tennessee and reasons why 
pioneers moved west, including: (C, G, H, P, TN) 

• Cumberland Gap
• Natchez Trace
• Jackson Purchase
• transportation
• housing
• food
• clothing
• gender roles
• education
• entertainment

4.54  Describe and explain the contributions of Sequoyah. (C, H, TN) 

4.55  Describe the major events in Jackson’s presidency, including the corrupt bargain, the 
Indian Removal Act, reducing the national debt, preserving the union, and abolishing the 
national bank. (C, E, G, H, P, TN) 

4.56  Analyze the impact of the Indian Removal Act on the Cherokee, detail their resistance to 
being removed, and map the movement west, including: (C, G, H, TN) 

• Treaty of New Echota
• John Ross
• Trail of Tears

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: “The Star Spangled Banner”,
Francis Scott Key; excerpts from letters of Meriwether Lewis from the Corp of Discovery; 
excerpts from Eliza Bryan of the New Madrid Earthquakes

The Growth of The Republic (1800-1850) 
Students describe the emergence of a fledgling industrial economy. Students describe rapid
growth of slavery in the South after 1800, and the abolition movement to end slavery. 

4.57  Analyze and describe the factors of the Industrial Revolution occurring in the United States 
and on Tennessee, including: (C, H, TN)

• Samuel Slater-factory system
• Watermills-influence of geography
• Fulton-steamboats

Eli Whitney-cotton gin•
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4.58  Explain the expansion of the plantation system and slavery as the demand for cotton 
production grew and the impact of the cotton gin. (C, E, G)

4.59  Contrast the emerging urbanization in the North with the agricultural South and the 
developing West. (C, E, G)  

4.60  Describe and explain the contributions of Virginia Hill and Free Hill, Tennessee, Frances 
Wright and Nashoba, and Elihu Embree and their efforts to abolish slavery in Tennessee. (C, 
TN) 

4.61  Describe the characteristics of slave life on plantations across the South. (C, E, P) 

4.62  Using informational texts, explain the fight for Texas independence against Mexico and 
the contributions of Tennesseans Sam Houston and David Crockett. (H, P, TN) 

4.63  Conduct a short research project detailing the surprise nomination and election of James 
K. Polk and list his accomplishments in office including Texas statehood, territorial expansion,
and one term promise. (H, P, TN) 

4.64  Cite evidence from informational texts explaining the causes, course, and consequences of 
the Mexican War, including Winfield Scott, Zachary Taylor, and Mexican session. (G, H) 

4.65  Identify prominent people and reform movements in the United States during the mid-19th

century, including: (C, P) 
• Dorothea Dix and her quest for prison reform and help for the mentally ill
• Horace Mann and public education
• Nat Turner and his resistance to enslavement
• Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison and the abolition of slavery

4.66  Write an expository piece describing the search for gold in California and its impact. (C, E, 
G) 

4.67  Explain the events, political debate, and outcome of the Compromise of 1850 and the 
Kansas and Nebraska Act. (H, P)

4.68  Create a visual display using multiple forms of media to name the states and territories. 
that existed in 1850, their locations, and major geographical features, including mountain 
ranges, principal rivers, and dominant plant regions. (G)

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from the writings of 
Frederick Douglass; excerpts of the Autobiography of David Crockett



17

Fifth Grade Social Studies Standards

The History of America (from 1850)
Course Description: Fifth grade students will learn about the challenges facing the new 
nation, with an emphasis on the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War and 
Industrial America. They will explore the major military, economic, social, and political events 
of the early twentieth century, such as World War I and the Great Depression. Students will 
describe the key events and accomplishments of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States 
and the nation’s growing role in world affairs, from World War II to modern day. In addition, 
they will analyze structures of power and authority and develop civic efficacy, which requires 
understanding rights, responsibilities, ethical behavior, and the role of citizens within their 
community, nation, and world. Students will use geographic tools to locate and analyze 
information about people, places, and environments in Tennessee and the United States. 
Students will further study the unique historical, economic, social, and cultural developments 
of Tennessee, and learn how our state impacted our nation and the world. Students will 
develop research, analytic, and critical thinking skills through the evaluation of evidence, 
interpretation of primary sources, and the construction of sound historical arguments and 
perspectives.

Prior to Civil War
Students summarize the events leading up to the Civil War. 

5.1 Compare and contrast the myth of the Antebellum South to the realities of the region 
including the harshness of slavery, increased immigration to urban areas, and growth of 
railroads. (C, G, P) 

5.2 Interpret the sectional differences between the North and the South in economics, 
transportation, and population. (C, E) 

5.3  Use primary sources to analyze multiple samples of abolition leaders’ writings and their 
stance on slavery, including: (C, P) 

• Sojourner Truth
• Frederick Douglass
• the Grimke sisters
• William Lloyd Garrison

5.4 Draw on information from multiple print or digital resources explaining the events that 
made slavery a national issue during the mid-19th century, including:
(C, E, G, P) 

• Missouri Compromise
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin
• Compromise of 1850
• Brook’s attack on Sumner
• Kansas-Nebraska Act
• John Brown’s Raid
• Dred Scott case
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Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read:  excerpts from Ain’t I a Woman,
Sojourner Truth; excerpts from Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Consider: excerpts from Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass; excerpts from the writings of the Grimke 
sisters; excerpts from the writings of William Lloyd Garrison

The Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1877)
Understand the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War, and explain the successes 
and failures of Reconstruction.

5.5  Evaluate each candidate in the campaign of 1860 and analyze how that campaign reflected 
the sectional turmoil of the country. (H, P, TN) 

5.6  Explain with supporting details why Tennessee was divided on the issue of secession and 
the events that led it to eventually leave the Union to include: state convention vote of 1861, the 
Free and Independent State of Scott, Hurst Nation, East Tennessee mostly pro-Union and 
divided families. (H, P, TN) 

5.7  Determine the meaning of the terms of this period with a visual representation, including: 
(G, C)

• Union and Confederate States
• Yankees and Rebels
• Blue and Gray
• Johnny Reb and Billy Yank

5.8 Analyze the geographic, social, political, and economic strengths and weakness of the North 
and South. (E, G, H, P)

5.9  Identify the Border States and the efforts of both sides to secure them to their cause. (G.H)

5.10 Create a visual display to explain the Union’s Anaconda Plan for defeating the Confederacy 
and how the geography of the South formed the Eastern, Western, and Trans-Mississippi 
theaters of war. (G, H, P) 

5.11  Explain the significance and outcome of the major battles and identify their location on a 
map or visual representation, including: (G, H, TN) 

• Fort Sumter
• First Battle of Bull Run
• Fort Henry and Donelson
• Shiloh
• Antietam
• Gettysburg
• Vicksburg
• Chickamauga
• Franklin
• Nashville
• Appomattox Court House
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5.12 Draw on informational text to explain the roles of the military and civil leaders during the 
Civil War, including: (C, H, P) 

• Abraham Lincoln
• Jefferson Davis
• Ulysses S. Grant
• Robert E. Lee
• Frederick Douglas
• Clara Barton

5.13 Read and write an informative piece summarizing the Gettysburg Address to determine its 
meaning and significance. (H)

5.14 Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to describe the experience of the war on 
the battlefield and home front. (H, C) 

5.15 Explain the contributions of Tennesseans during the war, including: (H, TN) 
• Nathan Bedford Forrest
• Sam Watkins
• Andrew Johnson
• Matthew Fontaine Maury
• Sam Davis

5.16  Evaluate and debate the rationales for the Emancipation Proclamation. (C, P) 

5.17  Explain why Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson as his running mate in the election of 1864. 
(H, P, TN) 

5.18  Describe the physical, social, political and economic consequences of the Civil War on the
southern United States. (E, G) 

5.19  Draw on information from multiple print or digital resources to describe the impact of the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln on the nation. (H) 

5.20  Analyze the goals and accomplishments of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, Freedmen’s 
Bureau, and Fisk University to help former slaves begin a new life. (C, H, P, TN)

5.21  Compare and contrast the different Reconstruction plans of Lincoln, Johnson, and 
Congress. (H, P)

5.22  Integrate information from several texts about the intent and failure of the impeachment 
of Andrew Johnson. (H, P, TN)

5.23  Analyze why the Radical Republicans turned to military Reconstruction and the backlash 
resulting in the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, black codes, and vigilante justice. (H, P, TN)  

5.24  Explain the impact of the Tennessee Constitutional Convention of 1870, including poll 
taxes, segregation, and funds for public education. (E, P, TN)
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5.25 Explain the compromise that ended Reconstruction with the election of Rutherford B. 
Hayes. (P)

5.26  Describe the impact of yellow fever during the 1870s; why it was particularly deadly in 
West Tennessee and the election of African Americans to the General Assembly. (G, H, TN) 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: The Gettysburg Address, Abraham 
Lincoln; the Emancipation Proclamation; Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln; the 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution; the Retrospective 
in Co. Aytch, Sam Watkins

Industrial America and Westward Expansion
Students explain the various causes and consequences of the Second Industrial Revolution and 
events in Tennessee, and describe the nation’s growing role in world affairs. 

5.27  Explain the need for the South and Tennessee to move toward industry and mechanization 
after the Civil War and identify examples of the effort, including Coca Cola bottling in 
Chattanooga, mining on the Cumberland Plateau, coal and iron processing, the growth of urban 
areas, and the increase in railroads. (G, E, H, TN) 

5.28  Map the sources of new immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe, China, and 
Japan, and interpret narratives and excerpts from informational text describing the role that 
Chinese and Irish laborers played in the development of the Transcontinental Railroad. (C, E, G, 
H)

5.29  Summarize why the United States was viewed as the land of opportunity by immigrants 
versus a growing sense of protectionism and nativism by American citizens. (C, P)  

5.30 Write an argumentative piece from the viewpoint of American Indians and the viewpoint 
of  American settlers about  their rights to the land west of the Mississippi River.

5.31  Analyze the appeal of the Great Plains to settlers and immigrants, including geographical 
factors, railroads, homesteading rights, and the absence of American Indians. (G, H)

5.32  Describe the role of Buffalo Soldiers in settling the West, including Tennessee native 
George Jordan. (H, TN) 

5.33  Write a short piece with concrete words, phrases, and sensory details of the life on the 
Great Plains from the viewpoint of a particular immigrant or migrant group. (C, G, H) 

5.34  Engage in a collaborative discussion to explore the ideas and events of the Gilded Age and 
determine the significance, including: (C, E, H, P)

• political machines
• major scandals
• economic disparity
• industrial capitalists

5.35  Describe child labor and working conditions in factories. (C, E, H)
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5.36  Analyze the role of Samuel Gompers and the American Federation of Labor in changing
standards for working conditions. (E, H, P) 

5.37  Use a graphic organizer to provide information about important business leaders, 
inventors, and entrepreneurs and the impact they had on American society, including: (C, E, H) 

• Thomas Edison
• Alexander Graham Bell
• Henry Ford
• George Eastman
• George Washington Carver
• Henry Bessemer
• Swift and Armour
• Cornelius Vanderbilt

5.38 Use multiple media elements to create a presentation describing the 1897 Centennial 
Exposition, including its purpose, sights, exhibits, and impact on the state. (TN)

5.39  Analyze the causes, course, and consequences of the Spanish American War, including: (C,
E, G, H, TN)

• yellow journalism
• USS Maine
• Rough Riders
• Imperialism

5.40 Analyze the major goals, struggles, and achievements of the Progressive Era, including 
attacking racial discrimination, child labor, big business, conservation, and alcohol use: (C, E, P)

• Anti-Trust laws
• 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th Amendments
• immigration reform

5.41 Describe the effects of Jim Crow Laws on the nation and Tennessee and the efforts of Ida B. 
Wells and Randolph Miller to bring attention to the inequalities of segregation. (C, H, P, TN)  

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from Twenty Years at 
Hull House, Jane Addams; excerpts from How the Other Half Lives, Jacob Riis; excerpts from 
The Jungle, Upton Sinclair

World War I, The Roaring Twenties, and World War II
Students will analyze the involvement of the United States during World War I, the cultural, 
economic, and political developments of the 1920s, and the causes and course of World War II.

5.42 Summarize the reasons for American entry into World War I, including submarine attacks 
on the Lusitania and the Zimmerman Telegram. (H, P)

5.43  Locate and map the countries of the Central and Allied Powers during World War I. (G)

5.44  Explain the roles of significant people and groups in World War I, including Herbert 
Hoover, John J. Pershing, doughboys, Lawrence Tyson, and Alvin C. York. (H, TN) 
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5.45  Refer to details and examples in a text to explain the aims of world leaders in the Treaty of 
Versailles and why the United States rejected Wilson’s League of Nations. (C, E, G, H, P)

5.46  Evaluate the role of Tennessee as the “Perfect 36” and the work of Anne Dallas Dudley,
Harry Burn, and Governor Roberts in the fight for women’s suffrage and Josephine Pearson’s 
opposition. (C, P, TN)

5.47  Make connections with the growth of popular culture of the “Roaring Twenties” with the 
following: (C,E, TN) 

• W.C. Handy, Bessie Smith
• automobiles, radios, and nickelodeons
• Harlem Renaissance
• WSM, Grand Ole Opry
• Charles Lindbergh and the Spirit of St. Louis
• mass production, “just in time” inventory, appliances

5.48 Determine the meaning and use of economic terms credit, interest, and debt and the role 
these played in the economy of the 1920s. (E)

5.49  Analyze the events that caused the Great Depression and its impact on the nation and 
Tennessee, including mass unemployment, Hoovervilles, and soup kitchens. (C, E, H, TN) 

5.50  Use specific textual evidence from primary and secondary source to summarize the 
success, failures, and challenges of President Roosevelt’s New Deal policies, including: (C, E, G,
H, TN) 

• Social Security
• Civilian Conservation Corps
• Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
• Tennessee Valley Authority
• Cumberland Homesteads
• Great Smoky Mountains National Park

5.51 Compare and contrast a first hand and second hand account of the impact of the Dust Bowl 
of the 1930s. (E, G, C)

5.52  Using a graphic organizer to compare and contrast the rise of fascism, totalitarianism, and 
Nazism in Europe and Japan, the leaders and the goals of the Germany, Italy, and Japan. (P, H)

5.53  Compare and contrast different stories from media, and informational text regarding the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor and its impact on the United States, including the USS Arizona and 
USS Tennessee and America’s entry in the war. (H, TN) 

5.54 Evaluate the constitutionality of Japanese internment during the war. (C, E, P, H)

5.55  Locate the Axis and Allied Powers and the major theaters of war on a map. (G)

5.56  With supporting facts and details provide reasons for rationing, victory gardens, the design
of The Rosie the Riveter ideal (Avco jobs for Tennessee women) and the Women Airforce Service 
Pilots-Cornelia Fort. (C, E, H, TN)
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5.57  Write an informative text about the Holocaust and its impact. (C, P, H) 

5.58  Clarify the reasons for the German surrender and reasons for the European division of 
Germany. (G, H)

5.59  Describe the role of the Manhattan Project and Oak Ridge, Tennessee in ending World War 
II and the decision to drop the atom bomb on Japan. (H, TN)

5.60  Explain the purpose of the formation of the United Nations and the role of Cordell Hull. 
(H, TN)

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Zimmerman Telegram; Telegram
to Harry Burn from his mother

The Modern United States
Students will examine the history of the United States since the conclusion of World War II.

5.61  Identify the reasons for the growth of suburbs, home ownership, mass media, Interstate 
Highway System, and a consumer society after the war. (C, E, G)

5.62  Examine the meaning and the main events of the “Cold War,” including the Space Race, 
Berlin Wall, arms race, Rosenbergs, and the Cuban Missile Crisis. (C, E, H, P) 

5.63  Trace the Korean War, its outcome, and the use of United Nations peacekeeping troops. (E,
H, P) 

5.64  Refer to details and examples about the significance of Tennessee in popular music, 
including Sun Studios, Stax Records, Elvis Presley, B.B. King, and Memphis, Tennessee. (C, TN)

5.65  Analyze the key events and struggles during the Civil Rights Movement, including: (C, E,
H, P) 

• Brown v. Board of Education
• Non-violent protest and the influence of the Highlander Folk School
• Central High School-Little Rock, Arkansas and Clinton High School in

Clinton, Tennessee
• Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks
• Tent Cities in Fayette and Haywood Counties
• Nashville Sit-Ins and Diane Nash
• Freedom Riders
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

5.66  Explain the effect President Kennedy’s assassination had on the country, including passage 
of the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act, and continuing the space program. (H, P)

5.67  Integrate information from a variety of texts to explain the cause, controversy of, and 
outcome of the Vietnam War. (C, E, G, H, P) 

5.68  Determine the main ideas surrounding the presidency of Nixon, including the end of the 
Vietnam War, the trip to China, Watergate, and resignation. (E, H, P)
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5. 69 Investigate the works of Alex Haley and his influence on American culture. (C, TN)

5.70  Analyze the significant events of Reagan’s presidency, including: 
(C, E, H, P) 

• return of national pride
• economic recovery
• decline of the Cold War
• immigration policy change

5.71 Explain the events that lead to the Persian Gulf War and its outcome. (E, G, H, P) 

5.72  Summarize the significant contributions to American culture of entrepreneurs and 
innovators, including: (C, E, TN) 

• Ray Kroc
• Sam Walton
• Fred Smith
• Bill Gates
• Michael Dell
• Steve Jobs

5.73  Analyze the increase in terrorism, the tragedy of September 11, 2001, and the role of the 
United States in Afghanistan and the war in Iraq. (C, G, H, P) 

5.74  Identify the significance of the election of 2008, including the primary run of Hillary 
Clinton and election of Barack Obama. (C, H, P) 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: “I Have a Dream Speech” and 
“Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Martin Luther King, Jr.; “Tear Down this Wall speech” by 
President Ronald Reagan



Performance Level 
Descriptors 
Grades 3-5 
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 c
on

si
st

en
tly

 lo
w

 d
ep

th
 o

f 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

(D
O

K
). 

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t c

an
 id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
re

ca
ll 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 d

et
ai

ls
; u

nd
er

st
an

d 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 b

et
w

ee
n 

pe
op

le
, 

pl
ac

es
, a

nd
 e

ve
nt

s;
 a

nd
 

id
en

tif
y

im
po

rta
nt

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
tim

e.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

ba
si

c 
le

ve
l o

f a
ca

de
m

ic
 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

, t
hi

nk
in

g 
ab

ili
ty

,
an

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 re
fle

ct
 th

e 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

sk
ill

s 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
gr

ad
e-

an
d 

co
ur

se
-le

ve
l c

on
te

nt
 st

an
da

rd
s 

ar
e 

m
in

im
al

ly
 p

re
pa

re
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

ne
xt

 le
ve

l o
f s

tu
dy

.

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s m

as
te

ry
 b

y 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

an
d 

su
m

m
ar

iz
in

g 
as

pe
ct

s o
f 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 I,

 T
he

 R
oa

rin
g 

Tw
en

tie
s, 

an
d 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 II

at
 th

e 
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

 le
ve

l a
nd

 a
t a

 
co

ns
is

te
nt

ly
 m

od
er

at
e 

to
 

oc
ca

si
on

al
ly

 h
ig

h 
de

pt
h 

of
 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
(D

O
K

).
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t c
an

 o
rg

an
iz

e 
an

d 
co

m
pa

re
 a

nd
 c

on
tra

st
 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n;
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 b

as
ic

 c
au

se
-a

nd
-

ef
fe

ct
 re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 b

et
w

ee
n 

pe
op

le
, p

la
ce

s, 
an

d 
ev

en
ts

; 
dr

aw
 b

as
ic

 c
on

cl
us

io
ns

 b
as

ed
 

on
 im

po
rta

nt
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
tim

e;
 a

nd
 c

ite
 b

as
ic

 
ev

id
en

ce
 fr

om
 so

ur
ce

s t
o 

su
pp

or
t c

on
cl

us
io

ns
. 

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t d

is
pl

ay
s a

 c
le

ar
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 so
ci

al
 

st
ud

ie
s c

on
te

nt
 b

y 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

an
d 

ev
al

ua
tin

g 
th

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 
pe

op
le

, g
eo

gr
ap

hy
, c

ul
tu

re
, 

ec
on

om
ic

s, 
po

lit
ic

s, 
an

d 
hi

st
or

y 
of

 W
or

ld
 W

ar
 I,

 th
e 

ye
ar

s b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
w

ar
s, 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 II

, a
nd

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
 

of
 T

en
ne

ss
ee

’s
 in

vo
lv

em
en

t 

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s s

up
er

io
r 

m
as

te
ry

 b
y 

an
al

yz
in

g 
an

d 
ap

pl
yi

ng
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
dr

aw
in

g 
co

nc
lu

si
on

s a
bo

ut
 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 I,

 T
he

 R
oa

rin
g 

Tw
en

tie
s, 

an
d 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 II

be
yo

nd
 th

e 
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

 le
ve

l 
an

d 
at

 a
 c

on
si

st
en

tly
 h

ig
he

r 
de

pt
h 

of
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
(D

O
K

). 
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t d
em

on
st

ra
te

s t
he

 
ad

di
tio

na
l s

ki
lls

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 
ap

pr
ai

se
 b

as
ic

 h
is

to
ric

al
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

gs
, d

ra
w

 m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 c

on
cl

us
io

ns
 b

as
ed

 
on

 c
ru

ci
al

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 
th

e 
tim

e,
 a

nd
 c

ite
 im

po
rta

nt
 

ev
id

en
ce

 fr
om

 so
ur

ce
s t

o 
su

pp
or

t c
on

cl
us

io
ns

.  
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

su
pe

rio
r l

ev
el

 o
f a

ca
de

m
ic

 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
, t

hi
nk

in
g 

ab
ili

ty
,

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
th

at
 re

fle
ct

 th
e 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

gr
ad

e-
an

d 
co

ur
se

-le
ve

l c
on

te
nt

 st
an

da
rd

s 
ar

e 
w

el
lp

re
pa

re
d 

fo
r t

he
 n

ex
t 

le
ve

l o
f s

tu
dy

.
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in
 th

es
e 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 e

ve
nt

s.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
le

ve
l o

f a
ca

de
m

ic
 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

, t
hi

nk
in

g 
ab

ili
ty

, 
an

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 re
fle

ct
 th

e 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

sk
ill

s 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
gr

ad
e-

an
d 

co
ur

se
-le

ve
l c

on
te

nt
 st

an
da

rd
s 

ar
e 

pr
ep

ar
ed

 fo
r t

he
 n

ex
t l

ev
el

 
of

 st
ud

y.
T

he
 M

od
er

n 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s l

itt
le

 to
 n

o 
m

as
te

ry
 in

 id
en

tif
yi

ng
 o

r 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 e

ve
nt

s 
an

d 
id

ea
s.

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t d

oe
s 

no
t s

ho
w

 a
 b

as
ic

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e 
m

od
er

n 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

, a
nd

 
hi

s o
r h

er
 a

ca
de

m
ic

 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
do

es
 n

ot
 y

et
re

fle
ct

 th
e 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s s

pe
ci

fie
d 

by
 th

e 
gr

ad
e-

an
d 

co
ur

se
-le

ve
l 

co
nt

en
t s

ta
nd

ar
ds

.S
tu

de
nt

s 
at

 th
e 

B
el

ow
 B

as
ic

 le
ve

l o
f 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 a
re

no
t

pr
ep

ar
ed

 fo
r t

he
 n

ex
t l

ev
el

of
 st

ud
y.

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s p

ar
tia

l m
as

te
ry

 
by

 id
en

tif
yi

ng
 a

nd
 

co
m

pr
eh

en
di

ng
 a

sp
ec

ts
 o

ft
he

 
m

od
er

n 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

be
lo

w
 

th
e 

pr
of

ic
ie

nt
 le

ve
l a

nd
 a

t a
 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

 lo
w

 d
ep

th
 o

f 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

(D
O

K
). 

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t c

an
 id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
re

ca
ll 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 d

et
ai

ls
; u

nd
er

st
an

d 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 b

et
w

ee
n 

pe
op

le
, 

pl
ac

es
, a

nd
 e

ve
nt

s;
 a

nd
 

id
en

tif
y

im
po

rta
nt

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
tim

e.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

ba
si

c 
le

ve
l o

f a
ca

de
m

ic
 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

, t
hi

nk
in

g 
ab

ili
ty

,
an

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 re
fle

ct
 th

e 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

sk
ill

s 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
gr

ad
e-

an
d 

co
ur

se
-le

ve
l c

on
te

nt
 st

an
da

rd
s 

ar
e 

m
in

im
al

ly
 p

re
pa

re
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

ne
xt

 le
ve

l o
f s

tu
dy

.

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s m

as
te

ry
 b

y 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

an
d 

su
m

m
ar

iz
in

g 
as

pe
ct

s o
f t

he
 

m
od

er
n 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
at

 th
e 

pr
of

ic
ie

nt
 le

ve
l a

nd
 a

t a
 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

 m
od

er
at

e 
to

 
oc

ca
si

on
al

ly
 h

ig
h 

de
pt

h 
of

 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

(D
O

K
).

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t c

an
 o

rg
an

iz
e 

an
d 

co
m

pa
re

 a
nd

 c
on

tra
st

 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n;

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 b
as

ic
 c

au
se

-a
nd

-
ef

fe
ct

 re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 b
et

w
ee

n 
pe

op
le

, p
la

ce
s, 

an
d 

ev
en

ts
; 

dr
aw

 b
as

ic
 c

on
cl

us
io

ns
 b

as
ed

 
on

 im
po

rta
nt

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

tim
e;

 a
nd

 c
ite

 b
as

ic
 

ev
id

en
ce

 fr
om

 so
ur

ce
s t

o 
su

pp
or

t c
on

cl
us

io
ns

. 
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t d
is

pl
ay

s a
 c

le
ar

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 so

ci
al

 
st

ud
ie

s c
on

te
nt

 b
y 

an
al

yz
in

g 
ch

an
ge

s a
nd

 e
ve

nt
s i

n 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 a
nd

 T
en

ne
ss

ee
 h

is
to

ry
 

A
 st

ud
en

t a
t t

hi
s l

ev
el

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
s s

up
er

io
r 

m
as

te
ry

 b
y 

an
al

yz
in

g 
an

d 
ap

pl
yi

ng
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
dr

aw
in

g 
co

nc
lu

si
on

s a
bo

ut
 o

f 
th

e 
m

od
er

n 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

be
yo

nd
 th

e 
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

 le
ve

l 
an

d 
at

 a
 c

on
si

st
en

tly
 h

ig
he

r 
de

pt
h 

of
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
(D

O
K

). 
Th

e 
st

ud
en

t d
em

on
st

ra
te

s t
he

 
ad

di
tio

na
l s

ki
lls

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 
ap

pr
ai

se
 b

as
ic

 h
is

to
ric

al
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

gs
, d

ra
w

 m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 c

on
cl

us
io

ns
 b

as
ed

 
on

 c
ru

ci
al

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 
th

e 
tim

e,
 a

nd
 c

ite
 im

po
rta

nt
 

ev
id

en
ce

 fr
om

 so
ur

ce
s t

o 
su

pp
or

t c
on

cl
us

io
ns

.  
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

su
pe

rio
r l

ev
el

 o
f a

ca
de

m
ic

 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
, t

hi
nk

in
g 

ab
ili

ty
,

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
th

at
 re

fle
ct

 th
e 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

gr
ad

e-
an

d 
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af
te

r W
or

ld
 W

ar
 II

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 

gl
ob

al
 c

on
fli

ct
s, 

pr
es

id
en

tia
l 

an
d 

po
lit

ic
al

 o
ut

co
m

es
, a

nd
 

cu
ltu

ra
l i

nf
lu

en
ce

s.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

le
ve

l o
f a

ca
de

m
ic

 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
, t

hi
nk

in
g 

ab
ili

ty
, 

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
th

at
 re

fle
ct

 th
e 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

gr
ad

e-
an

d 
co

ur
se

-le
ve

l c
on

te
nt

 st
an

da
rd

s 
ar

e 
pr

ep
ar

ed
 fo

r t
he

 n
ex

t l
ev

el
 

of
 st

ud
y.

co
ur

se
-le

ve
l c

on
te

nt
 st

an
da

rd
s 

ar
e 

w
el

lp
re

pa
re

d 
fo

r t
he

 n
ex

t
le

ve
l o

f s
tu

dy
.
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Assessment Frameworks 
Grades 3-5 
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TC
AP

-A
CH

 G
ra

de
 3

 W
or

ld
 G

eo
gr

ap
hy

 a
nd

 C
ul

tu
re

s A
ss

es
sm

en
t F

ra
m

ew
or

k 

*T
he

 te
st

 w
ill

 in
cl

ud
e 

m
ul

tip
le

 c
ho

ic
e 

ite
m

s a
nd

 o
ne

 c
on

st
ru

ct
ed

 re
sp

on
se

 it
em

 d
ra

w
n 

fr
om

 a
 st

an
da

rd
 in

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 fo

ur
 re

po
rt

in
g

ca
te

go
rie

s*
 

Re
po

rt
in

g 
Ca

te
go

ry
 1

:  
G

eo
gr

ap
hy

 
%

 
# 

of
 It

em
s 

19
%

 
8-

12
 

St
an

da
rd

 1
: G

eo
gr

ap
hy

—
In

 o
rd

er
 fo

r s
tu

de
nt

s t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 th

at
 g

eo
gr

ap
hy

 in
flu

en
ce

s t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f a

 re
gi

on
 a

s w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

in
te

ra
ct

io
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
pe

op
le

 a
nd

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t, 

th
e 

ge
og

ra
ph

y 
co

nt
en

t s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 h

av
e 

be
en

 st
ru

ct
ur

ed
 to

 b
e 

ta
ug

ht
 a

s a
n 

in
de

pe
nd

en
t u

ni
t. 

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 th
en

 u
til

ize
 th

ei
r g

eo
gr

ap
hi

c 
co

nt
en

t k
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

ap
pl

y 
th

e 
sk

ill
s w

ith
in

 th
ei

r s
tu

dy
 o

f t
he

 
co

nt
in

en
ts

. 

3.
1 

Pr
oc

es
s a

nd
 re

po
rt

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

id
en

tif
yi

ng
, l

oc
at

in
g,

 c
om

pa
rin

g,
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

as
tin

g 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 c
on

tin
en

ts
 a

nd
 o

ce
an

s:
 

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
a,

 S
ou

th
 A

m
er

ic
a,

 E
ur

op
e,

 A
fr

ic
a,

 A
us

tr
al

ia
, A

sia
, A

nt
ar

ct
ic

a,
 A

rc
tic

, A
tla

nt
ic

, I
nd

ia
n,

 P
ac

ifi
c,

 a
nd

 
So

ut
he

rn
 u

sin
g 

m
ap

s,
 g

lo
be

s,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 te
ch

no
lo

gi
es

. 

3.
2 

In
te

rp
re

t m
ap

s a
nd

 g
lo

be
s u

sin
g 

co
m

m
on

 te
rm

s,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

co
un

tr
y,

 re
gi

on
, m

ou
nt

ai
n,

 h
em

isp
he

re
, l

at
itu

de
, 

lo
ng

itu
de

, n
or

th
 p

ol
e,

 so
ut

h 
po

le
, e

qu
at

or
, t

im
e 

zo
ne

s,
 e

le
va

tio
n,

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

e 
di

st
an

ce
s i

n 
m

ile
s,

 is
th

m
us

, a
nd

 
st

ra
it.

 

3.
3 

U
se

 c
ar

di
na

l d
ire

ct
io

ns
, m

ap
 sc

al
es

, l
eg

en
ds

, t
itl

es
, a

nd
 lo

ng
itu

de
 a

nd
 la

tit
ud

e 
to

 lo
ca

te
 m

aj
or

 c
iti

es
 a

nd
 c

ou
nt

rie
s 

in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

. 

3.
4 

Ex
am

in
e 

m
aj

or
 p

hy
sic

al
 a

nd
 p

ol
iti

ca
l f

ea
tu

re
s o

n 
gl

ob
es
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Extended Response Information
TCAP Grade 3 ACH Blueprint 
Standards Assessed on Part I 

(Essay section) 

Overview of Extended Response Items 

Extended response items for Grade 3 consist of 1-3 stimuli to inform the student’s response. 
Items with less stimuli tend to demand more content knowledge to answer the question. The 
student’s response is directed by 1-2 prompts with 0-2 guiding questions. 

Potential Stimuli found in extended response items: 

• 1 map
• 1 informational text
• 2 informational texts
• 3 informational diagrams
• 1 informational text and 1 timeline
• 1 informational text and 2 photographs
• 1 informational text and 1 primary source document

Standards that Extended Response items may be written to: 

3.7 Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify geographical information (diagrams, 
landforms, satellite photos, GPS system, maps, and charts).

3.8 Interpret digital sources and informational text to describe how humans interact with their 
environment.

3.11 Analyze how natural resources have impacted the economy of each region and their 
connections to global trade.

3.13

Summarize how people interact  with their environment to satisfy basic needs and how 
geographic challenges are resolved, including housing, industry, transportation, 
communication, bridges, dams, tunnels, canals, freshwater supply, irrigation systems, and 
landfills.

3.14 Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of culture 
including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. 

3.17 Compare and contrast a primary source and secondary source of the same event or topic.

3.38 Summarize the differences between a dictatorship and democratic forms of government. 

3.39
Describe the diverse but unified nature of people within a continent or region, identifying the 
distinct contribution made by their culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, 
customs, and music. 

3.46 Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of history and 
culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. 

3.50 Explain how people depend on the physical environment and its natural resources to satisfy
their basic needs.

Interpret different texts and primary sources to describe the major components of history and
culture including language, clothing, food, art, beliefs, customs, and music. 

3.53
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Extended Response Information 
TCAP Grade 4 ACH Blueprint 
Standards Assessed on Part I 

(Essay section) 

Overview of Extended Response Items 

Extended response items for Grade 4 consist of 1-4 stimuli to inform the student’s response. 
Items with less stimuli tend to demand more content knowledge to answer the question. The 
student’s response is directed by 1-3 prompts with 0-3 guiding questions. 

Potential Stimuli found in extended response items:

• 1 informational text
• 1 informational chart
• 2 primary source documents
• 1 informational chart and 1 map
• 1 informational text and 1 timeline
• 1 primary source and 1 informational text
• 1 timeline, 1 informational text, and 1 photograph
• 1 informational text, 1 map, 1 photograph, and 1 illustration

Standards that Extended Response items may be written to: 

4.1
Describe the legacy and cultures of the major indigenous settlements in Tennessee including 
the Paleo, Archaic, Woodland, and Mississippian: Coats-Hines Site, Pinson Mounds, Old 
Stone Fort, Chucalissa Indian Village

4.5
Analyze the impact of exploration and settlement on the indigenous peoples and the 
environment, including military campaigns, Columbian Exchange, and European agricultural 
practices.

4.14

Write informative texts identifying major leaders and groups responsible for the founding of 
colonies in North America and the reasons for their founding, including: Lord Baltimore, 
Maryland; John Smith, Virginia; Roger Williams, Rhode Island; John Winthrop, 
Massachusetts; William Bradford, Plymouth; James Oglethorpe, Georgia; William Penn, 
Pennsylvania

4.16
Making use of primary documents, analyze the early democratic ideas and practices that 
emerged during the colonial period, including the significance of representative assemblies 
and town meetings and contrast these with the presence of enslavement in all colonies.

4.25 Write a short summary of the events of Tennessee's first settlement and settlers, including the 
Watauga Purchase, Watauga Compact, Little Carpenter, and Dragging Canoe.

4.32
Draw evidence from informational text summarizing the contributions of France and certain 
individuals to the outcome of the American Revolution including the Marquis de Lafayette, 
Kosciuszko, and Baron von Steuben.

4.33 Write an opinion piece with supporting details contrasting how the ideals set forth in the 
Declaration of Independence clashed with the existence of slavery.
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4.35
Integrate evidence from several texts describing the different roles women played during the 
Revolution including Abigail Adams, Molly Pitcher, Phyllis Wheatley, and Mercy Otis 
Warren.

4.38 Explain the events that led to the creation and failure of the Lost State of Franklin.

4.42 Write an opinion piece with supporting detail from primary sources that defends the 
ratification of the Constitution.

4.46 Write an opinion piece using supporting detail explaining the political beliefs of Alexander 
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson leading to the political parties.

4.47
Detail the events, struggles, success and main people of the exploration of the Louisiana 
Purchase and map the routes across the continent, including the Corps of Discovery, Lewis 
and Clark, Sacagawea, Zebulon Pike, and John Fremont.

4.48
Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to convey the experiences of settlers on the 
overland trails to the West, including location of the routes; purpose of the journeys; the 
influence of the terrain, rivers, vegetation, and climate.

4.52 Write a short story with supporting text describing the effects of the New Madrid Earthquakes 
of 1811-12 on the land and people of Tennessee.

4.53
Write a narrative piece summarizing life on the frontier of Tennessee and reasons why 
pioneers moved west, including: Cumberland Gap, Natchez Trace, Jackson Purchase, 
transportation, housing, food, clothing, gender roles, education, entertainment
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Extended Response Information
TCAP Grade 5 ACH Blueprint 
Standards Assessed on Part I 

(Essay section) 

Overview of Extended Response Items 

Extended response items for Grade 5 consist of 1-4 stimuli to inform the student’s response. 
Items with less stimuli tend to demand more content knowledge to answer the question. The 
student’s response is directed by 1-3 prompts with 0-1 guiding questions. 

Potential Stimuli found in extended response items:

• 1 map
• 1 informational text
• 2 informational texts
• 1 informational chart and 3 photographs
• 2 informational texts and 1 primary source
• 1 informational text and 2 informational charts
• 1 primary source excerpt and 1 informational text
• 1 timeline, 1 set of statistics, and 1 primary source excerpt

Standards that Extended Response items may be written to 

5.3

Use primary sources to analyze multiple samples of abolition leaders' writings and their stance 
on slavery, including: Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, the Grimke sisters, William Lloyd 
Garrison.

5.4  

Draw on information from multiple print or digital resources explaining the events that made 
slavery a national issue during the mid-19th century, including: Missouri Compromise, Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, Compromise of 1850, Brook's attack on Sumner, Kansas-Nebraska Act, John  
Brown's Raid, Dred Scott case.

5.6  

Explain with supporting details why Tennessee was divided on the issue of secession and the 
events that led it to eventually leave the Union to include: state convention vote of 1861, the 
Free and Independent State of Scott, Hurst Nation, East Tennessee mostly pro-Union and 
divided families.

5.13 Read and write an informative piece summarizing the Gettysburg Address to determine its 
meaning and significance.

5.14 Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to describe the experience of the war on the 
battlefield and home front.

5.19 Draw on information from multiple print or digital resources to describe the impact of the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln on the nation.

5.27

Explain the need for the South and Tennessee to move toward industry and mechanization 
after the Civil War and identify examples of the effort, including Coca Cola bottling in 
Chattanooga, mining on the Cumberland Plateau, coal and iron processing, the growth of 
urban areas, and the increase in railroads.
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5.30 Write an argumentative piece from the viewpoint of American Indians and the viewpoint of 
American settlers about their rights to the land west of the Mississippi River.

5.33 Write a short piece with concrete words, phrases, and sensory details of the life on the Great 
Plains from the viewpoint of a particular immigrant or migrant group.

5.45 Refer to details and examples in a text to explain the aims of world leaders in the Treaty of 
Versailles and why the United States rejected Wilson's League of Nations.

5.50

Use specific textual evidence from primary and secondary source to summarize the success, 
failures, and challenges of President Roosevelt's New Deal policies, including: Social 
Security, Civilian Conservation Corps, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, Cumberland Homesteads, Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

5.56
With supporting facts and details provide reasons for rationing, victory gardens, the design of 
The Rosie the Riveter ideal (Avco jobs for Tennessee women) and the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots-Cornelia Fort.

5.57 Write an informative text about the Holocaust and its impact.

5.58 Clarify the reasons for the German surrender and reasons for the European division of 
Germany.

5.59 Describe the role of the Manhattan Project and Oak Ridge, Tennessee in ending World War II 
and the decision to drop the atom bomb on Japan.
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Social Studies Assessment Video 
Hello. My name is Sonya Hudgens Cox, and I have taught in Rutherford County for the past 18 
years at both the elementary and middle school level. I currently serve as a Response to 
Intervention and Instruction Coach in Rutherford County. 

I will be your guide to Tennessee’s new assessments in social studies and U.S. History. These 
new assessments will begin in the 2015-16 school year and are aligned to the new standards. 

We want to share this information in order to be transparent about the direction of the 
assessment and provide information that can support your planning for the coming year. 

As an introduction to the new assessments in social studies and U.S. History, this video will 
share: 

Basic information about the new standards and assessment, 

What resources have been released, and 

Additional information about the multiple choice and extended response portions of the 
test 

Let’s start with the basics about the new social studies standards and assessments… 

New social studies standards went into effect during the 2014-15 school year. The revised 
standards are more rigorous. They also include more primary documents, opportunities for 
higher cognitive demand, and additional focus on Tennessee History and Civics.  

The state’s new social studies TCAP Achievement and End of Course tests are aligned to the 
new standards, not the old standards. The first operational assessment will be given during the 
2015-16 school year. This spring, students across the state took a field test. Like most field tests, 
the goal is to ensure that potential questions are fully vetted. The field test is what helps ensure 
that the operational test uses appropriate questions to assess students learning. After the field 
test results are analyzed, educators groups will select final questions. 

There are a number of different documents about the new assessments. I will walk 
through each in a moment. You can find all released information on the department’s 
assessment webpage. 

For each grade level, you can find Performance Level Descriptors, Assessment Frameworks, and 
online practice items. 

First, performance level descriptors, or PLDs. PLDs outline the specific skills/content students 
will need to demonstrate at each proficiency level. The PLDs for each grade level were created 
by TN educators.   

Let’s take a look at a sample PLD together. 
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This is Grade 6 but the structure of each grade level looks similar. Across the top row, you will 
see a total of four proficiency levels: Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, and Advanced. All 
assessments now have four proficiency levels. In the first column of every grade level, the 
Generic Descriptors are listed - these are the same across all grades. On the remaining rows, 
the reporting categories are listed. The snapshot on this slide shows the General Descriptors 
and the first reporting category in Grade 6. You can see that working from left to right, the PLD 
describes the specific skills/content students will need to demonstrate at each proficiency level. 

You can find the full Grade 6 PLD and all grades on the Social Studies/U.S. History assessment 
page under the Scoring section. 

Second, frameworks. Frameworks that list the number of items assessed in each reporting 
category are also available. For each grade, the frameworks organize the standards into 
reporting categories and outline the total percentage of the test that will assess each reporting 
category. You can view the preliminary frameworks now. This summer, educators and 
measurement experts will come together to review the results of the field test and finalize the 
design of the operational test. You can find these documents on the Social Studies/U.S. History 
assessment page under the Test Design section. 

Online practice items at each grade level are also available to support planning and instruction. 
In preparation for the field test, practice items were released to ensure teachers had an idea of 
the types of questions that would be on the field test. The practice items range in rigor. The 
items are designed for students and teachers to get practice with the content and format of the 
new assessment. Before the start of the new school year, the department will provide final 
practice tests to allow teachers, parents, and students a look into the operational test design. 
You can find these resources on the Social Studies/U.S. History assessment page under the 
Practice Resources section.  

The department is committed to providing districts with transparent and detailed information 
regarding the test design of the new assessments in social studies and U.S. History. 

Now that we have covered what information is available about the new standards and 
assessments, let’s discuss the overall test design. 

Let’s start with how and when the new tests will be administered. 

The new tests will be given primarily online. A paper-pencil option will also be available for 
students when required by an IEP.  

The operational test will be administered at two separate times during the school year. Part I 
will be administered in February/March 2016 and require students to write one essay. Part II 
will only include multiple-choice questions and will be administered in April/May 2016. There 
will be a fall and a spring block schedule administration option for U.S. History.  
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We will now talk specifically about what Part I and Part II will assess. First, we’ll discuss 
Part I. 

The new Social Studies assessments will include extended response questions on Part I. This is 
the biggest change in the test design. Part I is the extended response portion of the test. There 
will be no multiple choice questions on Part I. The extended response prompt will ask students 
to analyze passages, timelines, maps, and/or graphics and write an essay. Texts will be chosen 
based on a variety of factors, including quality, style, and subject matter. All texts will be 
reviewed by teachers for content and sensitivity. 

Not all standards will be assessed on Part I. The department webpage includes more 
information to help guide planning. For each grade, you can find specific information about the 
design of the extended response questions including the standards assessed on Part I. The final 
rubrics that will be used to assess the written responses are also available. You can find grade-
level information about extended response standards on the Social Studies/U.S. History 
assessment page under the Test Design section. 

Students’ essays will be scored for content and for literacy. This is designed to reflect the 
emphasis of the standards. The rubrics are built directly from the language of the new content 
and literacy standards. For grades without social studies literacy standards, the rubrics 
incorporate the Writing Strand from the Tennessee standards for English language arts.  

You can find the scoring rubrics for extended response in social studies on the Social 
Studies/U.S. History assessment page under the Scoring section. 

This summer, teachers will come together through a process called range finding to score 
student work against the rubric. This is the group that will establish guidelines for each score 
point. Their decisions will directly inform how the testing vendor trains their scorers for the 
operational test. 

Scorers for the operational test will be monitored to ensure accuracy and consistency. All 
scorers receive extensive training, and must successfully score several practice sets before 
being permitted to score live student responses. All essays will be double scored.  

Now that we have discussed Part I, let’s move on to Part II. 

Part II will not include any essays, only multiple choice questions. However, students will 
still have to analyze text excerpts, timelines, maps, and/or graphics to provide a multiple choice 
response. Any standards not listed as extended response could be assessed on Part II.  

This summer, after the field test results are analyzed and range finding, we will share final 
information about how Part I and Part II will be scored and reported. 

Remember the new social studies standards aim to integrate historical knowledge and literacy. 
The new test is designed to reflect this. 
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While transitioning to more rigorous assessments is hard work for both our students and us, as 
educators, with the new assessment comes new opportunity. 

Social studies is an important subject that is fundamental to an informed citizenry. 

The new assessment represents a step forward. It is designed to measure the skills student 
need to be successful beyond graduation from high school.  

And finally, the new assessment will fully assess the new standards and give students and 
teachers actionable information. 

We have seen, with multiple examples, that student performance does rise over time to meet 
our high expectations. We hope this training provides helpful information and resources to 
support instruction that sets students up for success. 

Thank you. Please send any questions about this information or other instructional topics to 
TNCore.Questions@tn.gov. 
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