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   District Family Engagement Policy Assessment and Development
	Policy Component
	Proficient Level
	Basic Level
	Below Basic Level

	District committed to involving families in policy development
	The district ensures that all representatives of constituent families have meaningful involvement in the development of the district family engagement policy. A clear process provides attention to cultural, economic, language, and demographic issues that allow for total access by all to the process. The district ensures that focus groups, action groups, planning teams, and other mechanisms are in place for group and individual input. Parent participation in these mechanisms is very high.
	The district makes a reasonable attempt to ensure that all families are represented in the policy development process. The process used to provide attention to cultural, economic, language, and demographic issues results in access by many, but not all, constituent representatives. The district complies with requirements by providing district or school-based action teams, but does not consistently ensure varied and diverse involvement. Parent participation is adequate.
	The district has an ineffective process to ensure that all families are represented in the policy development process. There is little or no attention paid to the involvement of all constituent families. There is an attempt to incorporate cultural, economic, language, and demographic issues, but the final result in representation falls woefully short. Any groups or teams are site based or sporadic in nature. Parent participation is poor.

	District Policy includes technical assistance and planning support for effective family engagement
	The policy requires that the district provide in-depth support to ensure understanding and implementation of Federal State, and or local standards for family engagement. The policy requires that effective practices be implemented that lead to measurable family engagement in all schools. School and district accountability is expected, monitored, and evaluated. The policy mandates staff and resources dedicated to family engagement for the entire school district. The policy moves far beyond Federal, State, or local standards.
	The policy states that the district will provide necessary support to ensure understanding and implementation of Federal, State, or local standards for family engagement. The policy supports effective practices that lead to identified family engagement in all schools. The policy supports accountability but is not specific in its implementation. Any additional technical assistance is supported but not required by the policy. The policy meets Federal, State, or local standards.
	The policy describes the need for technical assistance in a general way, but does not require or denote specificity with regard to attention and focus on effective practices. Accountability for effective family engagement is encouraged, but not required. No additional technical support is required. The policy is written without specific attention to Federal, State, or local standards and as a result, falls below acceptable standards. 

	District Policy supports clearly articulated goals for extent and type of family engagement
	Goals regarding the extent and type of family engagement are extensive, specific, and require regular measurement to ensure continued effectiveness for the district and individual school sites. The policy uses research to specifically delineate the types of family engagement that will be required with specific attention paid to those types that have a direct correlation to student achievement. Policy goals include the collection and dissagregation of data to measure the effectiveness of family engagement practices implemented at the district and school levels
	Goals regarding the extent and type of family engagement are clearly articulated in the district policy. Measurement of the goals is suggested, but not required. Types of family involvement are evident, but the attachment to effective research and practice may or may not be evident. Some data is suggested, but the accountability requirement is not consistent throughout the goal statements. Goals for district and school levels are stated, but may not be clear or contain specific language to promote advancement of family engagement.
	Goals regarding the extent and type of family engagement are not clear or consistent within the scope of the policy. No measurement of goals at the district or site level is mentioned. There is no evidence that goals were crafted with attention to research or practice. Family engagement is promoted, but will not be advanced by this policy.

	District Policy specifies the degree of evaluation necessary to promote continuous improvement of the engagement of all families
	Specific goals for an annual assessment that includes families, of the family involvement policy, and adjunct measurable plans at the district and school levels are clear, concise, and meaningful. The relationship of the academic achievement of students and the involvement of their families is an integral part of the assessment. Assessment data is reviewed annually and policies, plans, etc., are adjusted. In addition the school district conducts focus groups and provides other means for continuous data collection to ensure true family engagement within the entire district. All assessments are comprehensive and not limited to Title I. 
	There are clear, concise, meaningful and specific goals for an annual assessment,  that includes families, of the family involvement policy, and adjunct measurable plans at the district and school levels The assessment reviews the effectiveness of the family engagement policy, with attention mostly focused on Title I authorized schools. 
	There is no clear provision in the policy which directs the school district to conduct an annual assessment of the effectiveness of family engagement. Any assessment language for family engagement is cursory, or found in directives to buildings. . 

	District Policy Includes a requirement for family engagement at all school sites


	The policy requires that all school sites will develop, implement, and evaluate a policy and plan to promote family engagement activities with an emphasis on student learning. The plans include an annual measurement that will determine progress toward the specific goals. District policy goals will be incorporated into each plan. Evidence of strong parental and family involvement in the site plan is obvious. The yearly assessment will be reviewed by the board of education. All schools are expected to demonstrate consistent, measurable progress toward all family engagement goals.
	The policy requires that all schools will involve families in the development of a school based family engagement policy and plan. The plan directs that families be involved in the activities of the school. While the policy and measurement language exists, it is vague and open to varied interpretation.
	The policy does not require that schools have a plan for family engagement. No specific language addresses how plans are to be developed, implemented or monitored. No mention of school site plan measurement can be found in the district policy.

	District policy includes procedures for parents to access and understand course of study or curricular materials as well as Federal, State, and local standards
	The policy supports true partnerships that provide specific and proactive assistance to all families served by the district to ensure their understanding of such topics as the State Academic Content and Standards, State and local achievement standards and assessments, program of study, course and, curricular material and other information that, teaches and builds capacity of families to understand and be meaningfully involved in their child’s academic experiences. Information is understandable and easy to read and is translated into the languages served by the school district. The policy directs the district to maintain a parent/family resource center that assists in the distribution of information to all parents. 
	The policy supports true partnerships that provide specific assistance to all families served by the district to ensure their understanding of such topics as the State Academic Content and Standards, State ad local achievement standards and assessments, program of study, course, and curricular material and other information that, teaches and builds capacity of families to understand and be meaningfully involved in their child’s academic experiences.
	The policy may or may not include provisions for families to garner information about standards, course of study, or curriculum. If the policy specifically addresses this category, the information is vague and does not clarify what information is to be made available or how it is to be disseminated to families

	District Policy encourages the support of district involvement in positive parenting skills
	The policy recognizes that parenting skills are of paramount importance to successful school achievement and includes specific language regarding program development, implementation, and monitoring. The policy directs the professional development of all staff to build the capacity to create and sustain effective parenting practices. Further, the policy directs the district to devote funds to the improvement of parenting throughout the school district. The policy also allows for the training of parents to help other parents in need.
	The policy includes parenting skill development within the context of other parent and family engagement opportunities. No specific clear language exists which delineates parenting skills as a focus for improved student achievement or student success. 
	The policy may or may not address the topic of parenting skills separately from other general categories of family engagement. There is no reliable language that supports district involvement in improving parenting skills as a conduit to improved student achievement. 

	District Policy incorporates family involvement in decision-making and governance
	The policy contains specific language about the role of families in decision making and governance at the school and district levels and describes a clear procedure for engaging all constituencies in governance and decision-making. The policy also directs the district to garner community input on pending policies, practices, and decisions which affect students and families. The policy makes a conscious effort to be inclusive of all families and supports the capacity building of schools to do the same.
	The policy contains language that allows families to have meaningful involvement in school governance and decision making. The plan addresses the need for families to be included in the process of decision making and governance, but does not address specifically the need for involvement of all constituencies. Schools are directed to formulate plans that include families in the decision making process. 
	The policy has little or no explicit language with regard to parent and family involvement in school decision making and governance. This involvement may be implied in other areas of the policy, but is not stated separately or clearly. 

	District Policy supports professional development to build the capacity for family engagement
	The policy holds high the notion that on-going and meaningful professional development is an essential element in the engagement of all families. The policy directs the district to include family engagement professional development for all professional and support staff and includes families in the program. Specific development programs are created for families in areas deemed necessary and appropriate by the school district. 
	The policy supports professional development as a conduit to successful family engagement but stops short of a mandate or specific directive for the district or individual schools. 
	There is no provision written into the plan for professional development specifically targeted to family engagement. 

	District Policy specifies budget and funding in family engagement
	The policy specifies district and site budget lines to the effective development, implementation and measurement of district and school based family engagement programs. The school district ensures, through annual reports that appropriate Title I monies are spent in accordance with legislation. All aspects of the district and building budget development process have embedded into them family engagement sections to ensure an ongoing commitment and continuous improvement. 
	The district policy directs the school district to spend earmarked monies, i.e. Title I, appropriately and in alignment with Federal and State Legislation. The district and school sites are encouraged, but not mandated to support family engagement with earmarked budget monies.
	The District Policy addresses only Title I expenditures as they appear in Federal and State legislative documents.


