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TENNESSEE COMMISSION ON FIREFIGHTING
PERSONNEL STANDARDS AND EDUCATION

CERTIFICATIONTEST SUMMARY

The Commission has implemented 23 levels of Certification. Below please find a summary of the
requirements and prerequisites for each level. It is important to note that this is a summary and you should
be familiar with all of the Commission’s Rules and Polices. This would be a useful tool to use as a
checklist to ensure all requirements are completed for each application you submit.

If any applicant has a disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act and would like to request an
accommodation, the Request for Accommodation form must be completed.
http://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/commerce/attachments/FireFFCAccommodationRequest.pdf

@\ Hazardous Materials Awareness

. The written Test for Hazardous Materials Awareness shall consist of a 50 question test
based upon NFPA 472.
. The Hazardous Materials Awareness test may be taken in conjunction with the Hazardous

Materials Operations test are taken separately.

Hazardous Materials Operations

. Applicant must complete a hands-on practical as prescribed by the Commission.

. The Hazardous Materials Operations test may be taken in conjunction with the Hazardous
Materials Awareness test are taken separately. If the tests are taken together, the Hazardous
Materials Operations test will be graded only if the applicant passes the Awareness level; if not,
the Operations test will be destroyed.

. The practicals for Hazardous Materials Operations, Fire Fighter I, and Fire Fighter Il may be
taken on the same day or taken separately.

Fire Fighter |

= Applicant must complete a hands-on practical as prescribed by the Commission before taking the
written test.

= Applicant must complete a Live Fire Verification Sheet as prescribed by the Commission and attached
to Acadis within 2 week deadline of the Written Exam. (Live burn within 3 years)

» The written test for Fire Fighter | shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA 1001.

= A candidate must be certified at the Hazardous Materials Awareness and Hazardous Materials
Operations levels before being allowed to challenge the Fire Fighter | test.

= The practical for Hazardous Materials Operations, Fire Fighter I, and Fire Fighter 1l may be taken on
the same day or taken separately.

= Applicants must have completed a Commission approved domestic violence course of at least 2 hours
within the previous three (3) years.

» Applicants must attach copies in Acadis of NIMS 1S-700, NIMS 1CS-100, and a current CPR card
within the 2 week deadline of the written test.
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Applicant must have completed 16 hours of initial training, basic training, and live burn either
through TFACA or completed Commission approved equivalent training.

) Fire Fighter |1

Applicant must complete a hands-on practical as prescribed by the Commission.

Applicant must complete a Live Fire Verification Sheet as prescribed by the Commission and
attached to Acadis within 2 week deadline of the Written Exam. (Live burn within 3 years)

The written test for Fire Fighter 11 shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA

1001.

The practical for Hazardous Materials Operations, Fire Fighter I, and Fire Fighter 11 may be taken
on the same day or taken separately.

Applicants must have completed a Commission approved domestic violence course of at least 2
hours within the previous three (3) years.

Applicants must attach copies in Acadis of NIMS 1S-700, NIMS ICS-100, and a current CPR
card within the 2 week deadline of the written test.

Fire Department Instructor |

Certification as a Fire Fighter Il is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait 30 days after
completion of Fire Fighter 11 prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Fire
Department Instructor 1.

A candidate must be in the fire service for three (3) years before being eligible to challenge this
level of certification.

Applicant must complete the “Fire Department Instructor | Practical Skills Checklist” and attach
it to Acadis by the 2 week deadline for the written test.

The written test for Fire Department Instructor | shall consist of a 100 question test

based upon NFPA 1041.

After 7/1/2016 Applicant must complete an approved course per policy 15-2

Fire Department Instructor 1l

Certification as a Fire Department Instructor I is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait
(30) days after completion of the Fire Department Instructor | written test prior to being eligible to
challenge the written test for Fire Department Instructor II.

Applicant must complete the practical subject issued by the Coordinators. The practical

can be done before or after the test.

The written test for Fire Department Instructor 11 shall consist of a 100 question test

based upon NFPA 1041.

After 7/1/2016 Applicant must complete an approved course per policy 15-2

) Fire Officer |

Applicant must complete a Fire Officer | course, that is approved through the Commission per
policy 15-1.

Certification as a Fire Department Instructor 1 is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait
30 days after completion of the Fire Department Instructor | written test prior to being eligible
to challenge the written test for Fire Officer I.
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Applicant must complete a practical test. This can be done before or after the written test.

The written test for Fire Officer I shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA 1021.
Applicants must show proof of completion of NIMS 1S-700, NIMS ICS-100 and NIMS ICS 200
which is to be attached to Acadis by the 2 week deadline for the Written Test.

Fire Officer Il

Applicant must complete a Fire Officer Il course that is approved through the Commission per
policy 15-1.

Certification as a Fire Officer I is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait 30 days after
completion of the Fire Officer | written test prior to being eligible to challenge the written test
for Fire Officer Il.

Applicant must complete a workbook based upon the skills requirements of NFPA 1021. The
written test for Fire Officer 11 shall consist of a 100 question test NFPA 1021.

Applicants must show proof of completion of NIMS IS-700, NIMS ICS-100 and NIMS ICS 200
which is to be attached to the Application for Written Test.

Fire Officer 11l

Applicant must complete a Fire Officer 111 course that is approved through the Commission per
policy 15-1.

Certification as a Fire Officer Il is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait 30 days

after completion of the Fire Officer 11 written test prior to being eligible to challenge the

written test for Fire Officer I11.

Applicant must complete a workbook based upon the skills requirements of NFPA 1021. The
written test for Fire Officer 111 shall consist of a 100 question test NFPA 1021.

Applicants must show proof of completion of NIMS 1S-700, NIMS 1CS-300, NIMS ICS-100
and NIMS ICS 200 which is to be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the Written
Test.

Applicant must complete a Fire Officer IV course that is approved through the Commission.

Certification as a Fire Officer Il is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait 30 days
after completion of the Fire Officer 111 written test prior to being eligible to challenge the
written test for Fire Officer IV.

Applicant must complete a workbook based upon the skills requirements of NFPA 1021. The
written test for Fire Officer 1V shall consist of a 100 question test NFPA 1021.

Applicants must show proof of completion of NIMS IS-700, NIMS 1CS-300, NIMS 1CS-400,
NIMS ICS-100 and NIMS ICS 200 which is to be attached to Acadis within the 2 week
deadline for the Written Test.

Incident Safety Officer

Certification as a Fire Officer | is the required prerequisite. Applicant must wait 30 days after
completion of the Fire Officer I written test prior to being eligible to challenge the written test
for Safety Officer.

Applicant must complete a practical test.

The Applicant must complete a Commission approved Incident Safety Officer Course.
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The written test for Safety Officer shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA
1521.

Pumper Driver/Operator

Certification as a Fire Fighter | is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter | written test, or any other level
of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Pumper Driver/Operator.
Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission. In-House Practical which is
to be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the Written Test.

The written test for Pumper Driver/Operator shall consist of a 100 question test based upon
NFPA 1002.

Aerial Apparatus Driver/Operator

Certification as a Fire Fighter | is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter I written test, or any other level
of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Aerial Apparatus
Driver/Operator.

Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission. In-House Practical which is to
be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the Written Test.

The written test for Aerial Apparatus Driver/Operator shall consist of a 100 question test

based upon NFPA 1002.

Fire Apparatus Operator

This is a combine test of Aerial Apparatus Driver/Operator and Pumper Driver Operator.

An applicant may choose whether to take this combined test or the individual tests. Certification
as a Fire Fighter | is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter | written test, or any other

level of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test Fire Apparatus

Operator.

Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission. In-House Practical which is to
be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the Written Test.

The written test for Fire Apparatus Operator shall consist of a 150 question test based upon

NFPA 1002.

Airport Firefighter

Certification as a Fire Fighter Il is the required prerequisite.
Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter 11 written test, or any other level
of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Airport Firefighter.
Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission.
The written test for Airport Firefighter shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA
1003.
Applicants must attach copies of NIMS IS-700 and NIMS ICS-100 to Acadis within the 2
week deadline for the written test.
A current copy of the applicant’s CPR Card must be attached to Acadis within the 2 week
deadline for the Written Test.
Applicant must have completed an Airport Firefighter live burn.
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Wildland Firefighter |

Certification as a Fire Fighter 1 is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter | written test, or any other
level of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Wildland
Firefighter I.

Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission OR complete the
Tennessee Division of Forestry “Task Book for the Position of Firefighter Type 2”. The
practical will need to be attached in Acadis within 2 week deadline of the written test.

The written test for Wildland Firefighter I shall consist of a 100 question test based upon
NFPA 1051.

Wildland Firefighter 11

Certification as a Wildland Firefighter I is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter I written test, or any other
level of certification, or any other level of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the
written test for Wildland Firefighter II.

Applicant must complete a practical test issued by the Commission OR complete the
Tennessee Division of Forestry “Task Book for the Position of Advanced Firefighter/Squad
Boss” The practical will need to be attached in Acadis within 2 week deadline of the written
test.

The written test for Wildland Firefighter 11 shall consist of a 100 question test based upon
NFPA 1051.

Fire Safety Compliance Officer |

Certification as a Fire Fighter | is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter | written test, or any other
level of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Fire Safety
Compliance Officer I.

Applicant must complete a practical test by participating in 8 inspections, two

inspections of each of the four types of occupancy, with a Certified Inspector. In-

House Practical which is to be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the

Written Test.

The written test for Fire Safety Compliance Officer | shall consist of a 100 question test

based upon NFPA 1031.

NOTE: THIS LEVEL OF CERTIFICATION IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED TO MEET
THE REQUIREMENTS OF T.C.A. 68-120-113, THE STATE’S BUILDING AND FIRE
CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING LAW.




Fire Safety Compliance Officer 11

Certification as a Fire Safety Compliance Officer I is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of the Fire Fighter | written test, or any other
level of certification, prior to being eligible to challenge the written test for Fire Safety
Compliance Officer II.

Applicant must complete a practical by conducting 8 inspections, two inspections of each of the
four types of occupancy, and having them evaluated by a Certified Inspector. In-House Practical
which is to be attached to Acadis within the 2 week deadline for the Written Test.

The written test for Fire Safety Compliance Officer Il shall consist of a 100 question test
based upon NFPA 1031.

NOTE: THIS LEVEL OF CERTIFICATION IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED TO MEET
THE REQUIREMENTS OF T.C.A. 68-120-113, THE STATE’S BUILDING AND FIRE
CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING LAW.

Fire and Life Safety Educator |

This is a stand-alone level of certification.

Applicant must complete a practical test in workbook and it must be attached in Acadis
for review and grading.

The written test for Fire and Life Safety Educator | shall consist of a 100 question test
based upon NFPA 1035.

) Fire and Life Safety Educator 11

Certification as a Fire and Life Safety Educator I is the required prerequisite.

Applicant must wait 30 days after completion of Fire and Life Safety Education I, or any other
level of certification, prior to challenge the written test for Fire and Life Safety Educator II.
Applicant must complete a practical workbook and it must be attached in Acadis for

review and grading.

The written test for Fire and Life Safety Educator 1l shall consist of a 100 question test

based upon NFPA 1035.

Fire Investigator

This is a stand-alone level of certification.
Applicant must complete a Commission approved Fire Investigator course.
Applicant must complete a practical.

The written test for Fire Investigator shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA
1033.

Fire Inspector

x*x
* *
* *
* *
PRO
BOARD

Certification as Hazardous Materials Awareness is the required prerequisite.
Applicant must complete a Commission approved Fire Inspector course.
Applicant must complete a practical.

The written test for Fire Inspector shall consist of a 100 question test based upon NFPA
1031.
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